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Introduction

PO RS P
mu\ﬁ)ﬁ\dj‘vd‘\sg\.@)‘sm

Since the establishment of Madina Academy in 2010 we have been offering
a range of courses for the local community, including the Alimah course for
sisters which is taught through the medium of the English language.

The very first step on the course entails the learning of Arabic grammar
through lessons of Nahw, which teaches the mutual relationship of words
and condition of their declension.

This booklet ‘Basic Nahw’ has been found to be very useful in introducing
new students to the primary rules of Nahw and it is credited for its presenta-
tion and user-friendly style.

| am grateful to the compiler, Mawlana Hasib Ahmed Mayet, teacher of
Hadith at Darul Uloom Da'watul Imaan, Bradford for granting us the per-
mission to publish this revised edition of ‘Basic Nahw' which he has kindly
checked and verified.

| pray to Almighty Allah to reward all those who have assisted in the
preparation and publication of this booklet and make it a source of benefit
for the seekers of sacred knowledge.

—Mawlana Khalil Ahmed Kazi
Madina Academy

Dewsbury, England

12 April 2022

10 Ramadhan 1443




Foreword
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The importance of correct grammar cannot be over-emphasised for students
of any language, especially one as precise and particular as Arabic. The role of
an entire object in a sentence is altered by the variation of a mere harakah, the
slight elongation of a vowel changes the number of subjects of a verb or noun.
[t is no surprise, then, that the knowledge of syntax should have demanded
such attention historically for all who aspired to drink from the wells of Arabic

scholarship. The old proverb makes no exaggeration:

plaall 3 IS ST 5 o

‘Grammar in language is as indispensable as salt in food!

Having said that, students of any foreign language have for long been acutely
aware that the traditional approach to studies of grammar alone cannot serve
the purpose of achieving proficiency in language, except perhaps, in the realm
of the written word. More modern language aids have therefore attempted
to incorporate much more practical usage into the theoretical discipline.

Notable among these in Arabic for the beginner has been the set Duroo-
su’l-Lughah al-Arabiyyah (Lessons in Arabic Language). With its profuse usage
of pictures and repetition, examples and exercises, the student is introduced
to and shown around modern Arabic in an easy-to-use layout. The result is

a thoroughly enjoyable and beneficial learning experience.

FOREWORD

The book before you, Basic Nahw is an admirable companion to the
Duroos course. Shedding light on the science behind the examples and elu-
cidating important concepts, this work by Mawlana Hasib Ahmed Mayet will
be found to be beneficial for both those approaching Arabic through the
Duroos as well as those coming to it independently. | pray that this endeavour
is blessed by Allah as a tool through which many begin their quest towards
the richest treasure of any literary tradition, the Holy Quran and Prophetic
traditions, and may He accept from its author many such undertakings in the
future, Aameen.

el

—NMawlana Yusuf Darwan (Hafizahullah)
(Ustaad of Arabic Language)

10th September 2004

26th Rajab 1425




Preface
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The knowledge of Arabic grammar (Nahw) is the gateway towards under-
standing the beautiful language of the Holy Quran. Numerous books, whether
in the Arabic or Urdu language have served the purpose of teaching Nahw.
This includes a most recent publication in English ‘A Simplified Arabic Gram-
mar’ by my most respectable teacher — Hadhrat Moulana Hasan Dockrat of
Azaadville, South Africa.

Most published literatures are aimed towards a more advanced level of
learning and not for Primary level Madrasa students.

Through the infinite mercy of Allah & this book ‘Basic Nahw ‘ has been
put together for use within a Primary level Arabic syllabus. It ventures into the
realms of simplified Arabic grammar and is aimed at a primary level audience.

Terminology used within the book is simple to comprehend and the rules
mentioned are those which are most general. With it being in English the
rules will be even easier to understand Insha-Allah.

Duroosul Lughatil Arabiyah is commonly found in working syllabuses of
many Primary Madaaris. The aim of Duroosul Lughatil Arabiyah is to pro-

vide a foundation block complementing further advanced studies in Arabic.

PREFACE

Integrative use of this book with Duroosul Lughatil Arabiyah, especially after
lesson four, should Insha-Allah make the use of this book even more beneficial.
Thereafter; using the contents of this book as and when necessary.

It is hoped that this book will be successful in its aim to provide a general,
simplified overview of terms and basic rules relating to Arabic grammar, as
well as opening the door to Advanced level Arabic studies.

Finally, it would be incorrect to conclude without adding a few phrases of
appreciation of my respectable teachers. It is my heartfelt desire that Allah g
reward my Ustaads for the compilation of this book. Especially my late Ustaad
Imam-un-Nahw Sheikh Muhammad Kamal Sahib &, whose taught knowledge
of Nahw has made this compilation a reality and an ideal stepping stone for
the benefit of countless future students. May Allah & shower his grave with
mercy and grant him Jannatul Firdous. May the Almighty accept this humble

effort, and make it a means for our salvation in the hereafter.
DM« iy of Jos 5 Bl WL
—Mawlana Hasib Ahmed Ibn Yusuf Mayet
Batley

4th September 2004
20th Rajab 1425
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The Word
Masculine & Feminine Nouns
Singular, Dual & Plural




LESSON 1

The 28 (Word) in the Arabic language is split up into three groups:

1. L) (Noun)
2. a5 (Verb)

3. G5 (Partice)

o

=lisa 1S which is independent in its meaning and is devoid of any of the
three tenses ie. ole (Past) ¢ J\>- (Present) « J2225 (Future) e.g.

1Y

(House) (Pen) (Watch)

J=é is @ 28" which denotes an action and contains one of the three tenses

ie. Jj}jj,,i 3 d\:- 3 a.i‘?\" e.g.
-7 é};

G ES
(He came out)

(He s drinking/He shall drink) (She went)

THE WORD

12

5> is a S which is dependent in its meaning and is similar to the words

is, on, and, the and if in the English language e.g.

(And) (From)




LESSON 1

5/0/ dfo,
esgally S5

Masculine & Feminine Nouns

The L (Noun) in the Arabic language will be either ;J:e (Masculine) or

@554 (Feminine).

The L) will generally be regarded as @354 if any of the following tahree signs
are found at the end of the word. These three are known as c.3EI Sl
(Feminine Signs).

Le

£\

G-

o
caldl

1. AJS,SJ’.M <) ie a round Taa (3).

izpadli HEN el
(Madrasa) (Gar) (Watch)

2. sj}.é:.i.ﬂ\ Y\ ie. a Yaa with a vertical fat'hah ().

3)ies RGeS

(Name of a bird) (Small girl)

14

MASCULINE & FEMININE NOUNS

3. 3333.1.23\ J\I\ i.e. an Alif followed by a Hamzah (s1).
o e

(Desert) (Red)

Some words are regarded as ¢3%» even though none of the signs are present.
1. Names of females e.g.

5 co.

3.0~ 5 -

2. Words which apply to the feminine gender only eg.

(Girl/Daughter) (Sister) (Mother)
3. Names of countries and cities e.g.
LSS i s ke

4. Parts of the body which are found in pairs e.g.

(Eye) (Foot) (Hand)

15



LESSON 1 SINGULAR, DUAL & PLURAL

5. Words which the Arabs regard as ¢33+ i.e. based on pure usage eg.

gy Ll a9

- - . Singular, Dual & Plural
(Fire) (Pot) (Sun)

413 is that word which is in its singular form e.g.

(Room) (Watch) (House) (Man)

P
R

L35 is that word which is in its dual form. A 4.5 is formed by adding an Alif
and Noon at the end of the word. The Noon will have a s .8 e.g.

Ol olels O RYESS

é{» is that word which is in its plural form and denotes that which is three
or more. The o of words in Arabic are based on usage as well as certain
patterns. The o of each word needs to be memorised individually.

k.;}é 3\.6\; Uy

Cw

- 703 o5 Zoes|0 3
\?2 Oy Oy»é-w-‘

16 17



LESSON 1

Lesson 1

Keywords
S Je - s
Jafs Je w2b
s3yais Ll AN el ke
s 8 )

18

LESSON 2

The Demonstrative Pronouns




LESSON 2 THE DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

— Lo % The s, .\ will correspond with the 4J| ,l& in the number
53N AL S e i 0

(poz ¢ &5 e 2>15) and gender (&33e¢ Sae) .
The Demonstrative Pronouns

Examples of . i i, ol

e SIS
§j\j}5\ @) is that pronoun which is used to point at something or someone. OB plis P ESRIRES
S5V jt;g N4
LYl el
|
I I
Sl Al Note:
(Showing distance) (Showing nearness) s e ,
If the o) jlas is mea and J3aall 555 S2& then ods will be used, regardless of
the ) Lz being Sis or 3z eg.
cﬁ' 2..,‘&3 '\""J %,UJ,E)L&\J\H\ ?j\::-;l‘:é-y“ é,:::‘;.&s
. . z. Q3L ol QS o)
i ik o o 3 ol B
' ShLL g S gda
g\Jél‘h g\ﬁn aéjﬁ CL-J_;.G
o «J) S\&4 is that noun or object which is being pointed at.
o513 (Thisisa man) g
A A
J3aall 135 refers to Humans, Jinns and Angels.

J}iﬂ\ S5 & refers to everything other than the above three i.e. objects,
animals, etc.

20 21



LESSON 2 THE DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS

sy aeal) 5, o Lesson 2

Q,
£

BAN g an Ko Keywords
. e . ) N s)L:\J\(M\
51520 & (Thisisa woman)
A A
. Jsandl 555 8 Jsaadl 535 S
(&350 aly) ad) L (&350 ay) 5,1 o) Al 50 5 55 >

The 5,z ol will correspond with the 4]} Lz in the number and gender.

Examples of ..l 5, ol

af J&, all

Note:

If the 4| ;las is pax and J3iad) 55 & then &5 will be used, regardless of
the ) ;L being 3w or ¢335s eg.

22 13



LESSON 3

The Possessive Phrase
Kasrah Letters
Pronouns




LESSON 3

) Bladiy Blaldl

The Possessive Phrase

This is a phrase wherein one is related to another in such a way that the

second possesses the other eg.

255 S (£aid's book)
A A

&) Glias ' L Glas

In both English and Urdu the «J} Glas is translated first.

Rules:

1. The Glas will not be prefixed with J\ (Alifand laam) e.g. .55 GBS s in-
correct.

2. The Glas will never have a op 3 eg. 235 OB s incorrect.

3. The &) Glas will have a 5,8 eg. a3 OIS

26

KASRAH LETTERS

$55d1 B35
Kasrah Letters

551l Gy 2l are those letters which give the following «ul a5 ,.S.

Some of the most common 33> 3y > are listed below:

& J 3 < o
(In) (For) (Like) (With) (From)
SSPR &5 S S 5
(Since) (By") (On) (Upto/Towards) ~(From/Regarding)
= < NEQITIN &
(Up to/ Until) (Manya...) (Besides) (Besides)
255 B 3 S e L
£l 880 G i 5315

(i) Used for oath

21



LESSON 3

]

Pronouns

PRONOUNS

[WER{RO0A]
Aos

s ’13)0\

3

Al
Bl
(SES)

Sl WA [ A EEN

2201 Aloe ozl

2> S s

ol Sie Lk

il Sie sl

4,z>k>-<,§ﬂl» &

Sl S s

> eige asly

ik S &

Pl 5 23

L

e e ay

AR tY

o> eihe p

i

r.i&:.i»b

e

e o2 435

28

29



LESSON 3

S (Pronoun) singular.
o (Pronouns) plural.

Jaiis ab is that . which is in its detached form ie. Not joint with

another word e.g.

e
\
-

[C%)

530 By o e s that e which is attached to a 5> G~ eg.

A v

-
A

BUEYY Juaie e is that ,.es which is attached to an oI to form a pos-
sessive phrase (aJ) Clas Glas) eg.

GEL @ e

Lo is the form in which a particular . is in eg.

e Sk asly < b

30

PRONOUNS

Note:

The & will correspond with the ..} in two aspects:

1. Gender ie. ¢330 and S5

2. Number i.e. paxr ¢ 455 ¢ 2>,

ie. if the ol is S then a .5 Sis will be used and if the wl is @334 then
a b &350 Will be used et.c.

Examples:
B e g wiE B s B el o
L | \ |
| ]
\ | \ |
)
E35e anl S 2
BT edllie a5 e G

31



LESSON 3

Lesson 3 LESSON 4

Keywords
The Adjectival Phrase
s ol Olias Sl The Vocative Noun
& J 3 < ot Hla Gy~
S 3 e o o
S Ny Y /G 3 i
e ol TS
FEAIRE PSS S0

32




LESSON 4

THE ADJECTIVAL PHRASE

Ll Spoidl
The Adjectival Phrase

This is made up of two words wherein one describes the other.
The word being described is known as Cgaose (Itisalso termed csjascs).
The word describing the C2s.s5s is known as daws (Itisako termed as).

The Gsuose is mentioned first and then the daw. When translating into Urdu

or English the i will be translated first e.g.

Jis5 355 (Tallman)
A A

Rules:

The Za must correspond with the C24.04s in four aspects:

1. raab oljelie 5,uS « &lo « doub
2. Gender ie. ¢ise¢ Si
3. Number ie. gax ¢« £235 ¢ 4>,

4. & a5 (Marifah) and 555 (Nakirah).

34

Note:

% 2 is a noun which denotes something specific. A word which is prefixed

with J\ is & 2% and one without JI is generally ;<=5

Rt Gpog Lo Syog

S NES T e

S A el ige

e 2> 2> A=y

O 5, YN 5 e
Note:

An exception to the above rule is mentioned below:

Ifthe Cyoga is I35l 555 18 and s then the dao will be ¢35 o1y, However

it will still continue to correspond with the (s.o4e in the ol el and in being

KéﬂOl’EJ&.\ e.g.

oo d}o}a
. L
Lo Lo
35 ;iu
Joaall 655 e
ECPEYS EEye)

35



LESSON 4

(sl 1331 5%

The Vocative Noun

To help understand s1u\ C3,> and (ssls study the following example:

)(]t;
S

L';JLZ.A P a B S s-\.A.J\QJ:-

In the above example the letter § is sludl &> and 335 is ¢salia,

A number of letters are used in the Arabic language to serve as =\l &~

however the letter & is most commonly used®. It is used to call out to some-
one near or far,

Rules:

1. If the (sl is a single word ie. it is not in the form of

aJl Glas 5 Glas then it will be pronounced with a single &l
(without p53) eg.

(i) The remaining letters are &l « T« Ul « La

36

THE VOCATIVE NOUN

2. Generally the (sl will not be prefixed with JI (As in the examples
above).

3. If the &sls s in the form of aJ} Glas 5 C2lias, then the Celias will have
a i eg

=
e

|is
A

>

AN

) Olas <« o Blas

4. If the (ool is prefixed with JI then the following rule will apply:

a. If the (sls is S then the slud)l &> will be followed by the letters

Wl eg.
iy < Jse
CIEN Gl < S

b. If the (sslis is 35 then the <11 & > will be followed by the letters

35

ol eg.
ELGETg < ELt
izl @i = izaay

37



LESSON 4

Note:

The following rule does not apply to the name of Allah. Despite Allah’s name
beginning with J\ the s1.l G > will not be followed by &3 eg.

5L’H;

THE VOCATIVE NOUN

38

Lesson 4
Keywords
P ECJO olyel dao Ogoge
s Sognis Jyaall 693 & o
Golin sladl OG>
P10 L

39
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THE DECLINABLE NOUN

LESSON 5
e e 4. The following names are also &,a% &
QM‘ j’.’."é
The Declinable Noun -
5 A o (Plural) which is on the scale of je\is and Jiclis eg.
G2l . is that noun which does not accept a s .8 or 4.
The following nouns will always be ,2% 2& hence they will not accept a So,\S NEST
35S OF (2% et 2853
Et.,u\.a:a Solis

1. Names of women e.g.

i3e FAAH joR g e s
as 2Lt A
Plural of %225 Plural of Ci 5 Plural of Gouio

2. Non Arabic names of men eg. ( = ( aal ( —

| &3 Gl S .

B f = > However the following two plurals are not &2 &

e el
3. Names of men which have a ib g ! - ) at the end eg. . .
(Plural of L21) (Plural of 231
s FEAVA il

42
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LESSON 5

7. The following words are also < ,ais &

S0 %

ok Hess Slike
(Angry) (Hungry) (Thirsty)

Note:

1. If a noun which is &, & has a ;> 3> before it or it is 4| Cdlas
then instead of a 5,.5 it will be given a i=2 (A & as & word can

not have a s .5).

a. Example of 7> > before a ufai,& noun:
#)\S
b. Example of a u,a.éfc noun being «J} Glas
2. There are certain nouns in Arabic which only carry one form of ol el ie.
the o\ ,el on the final letter never changes. Even if a j» 3> is before

such a noun, the !¢\ on the final letter will continue to be the same

as it was before being attached to the ;> 3 ,>. Such nouns are termed

S eg.

e

44

THE DECLINABLE NOUN

Before 1> 3> both these words have 4> on the final letter.

& & s

After 5> > they still continue to have &>, Words which are i remain

unaffected.

45



LESSON 5

Lesson 5
Keywords
Jeelas Jela Opaie &
s 8390 (A1

46

LESSON 6

The Numerals




LESSON 6 THE NUMERALS

PN Rules of sic and i
23N 3
The Numerals el Y o 8%
A A A A
Sjhan 4 Aie Sjhan 4 Aie
W oal I gy M el T Ly
, , , The following rules will apply when the s3& is between 3 and 10.
0 s R gigom 1 gmew 1 gd) ; o
: 5 e s 1. The 53355 will be in the form of s (Plural).
60 G B oapiesis B ocaems 3 i 35585 e )
LY R I VL2 A S =y B B }
; . C% <
0 apd B gpaggdid B ozeliF S s
0 Ry 26 Opieid, 8 jae 6 & 2. The sae and ssa2s Will not have J\ (Alif and Laam).
0 B, U spighs T aem 1 ko e
oy A : : ‘ |
\
200 oBL B gy B caeins 8 L Both without Alif and Laam
W sk Bogaghs B ceesn ! Lo
3. The »3& and s3ias will differ in gender ie.
1000 it 30 S 2 Oyde 10 EAS

a. If the 53355 is S5 then the s3& will be ¢33

48 49



LESSON 6

A A
JS;\,A « / N el

b. If the 333a% is ¢35 then the s3& will be S,

%

(e~
b

\(:

el
A

'

i . yjf;u

4. The 53355 will have 5 .5 i.e. the 538 and 33325 will be in the form of Glias
adl Glas 5 (But not translated like aJ) Glas 5 C2lias).
5. To denote one and two, the use of the .\ in its .1, and 2.5 form will

be sufficient i.e.

(One house) (Two houses)

THE NUMERALS

&3 50 2940 JS EURTEE)

Twatch H3W 1 house &

2 watches OEELL 2 houses RjE

3 watches ol &Y 3 houses oy {8
4 watches Sl 53] 4 houses oy i)
5 watches ol = > houses Sy LA
6 watches okl du 6 houses oy i
T watches ol 3o 1 houses Sy 4Rl
Buetces el g 8 hous By
9 watches L s 9 houses o dass
10 watches okl s 10 houses oy brie

50
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LESSON 6

Lesson 6

Keywords

3g9ame Sas

slael

ﬁ;u S

[CN S PRPNPS

J“‘gM IR

52

LESSON 7
The Verbs




LESSON /

JGsNT
The Verbs

2l Ja8 is that Jas which denotes action in the past tense.

= e s
(He opened) (He heard) (He hit) (He helped)

The ol Ja3 will give a negative meaning when the letter s is added before it.

I as
(He did nat hit) (He did not help)

t)\.:'a.: Jad is that |=s which denotes action in the present or future tense.

Y Py
(Heis hitting/will hit) (He s helping/will help)
(He s opening/will apen) (Heis listening/willlisten)

54

THE VERBS

The ¢ Las Jas will give a negative meaning when the letter Y is added before it.

(He is not opening/will not open) (He is not listening/will not listen)

el is that a3 which denotes command.

&) = %) 4
(Open!) (Listen!) (Hit) (Help!)

& is that Jas which denotes prohibition.

Y sy Loy sy
(Don't open!) (Don'tisten) (Don't hit)) (Don'thelp!)

ix.o is the form in which a particular jas is in.

e Sieaaly < s

%as is the noun from which the Jas is derived.

A o AL i)
(To apen) (Tolisten) (Tohit) (Tohelp)

55



LEsSON ] THE VERBS

R | Lae |ab P Jad Lo 02953 04897 as°. .7
5k S usly '
Joe J= R ! golas Jab Pl Job shas

oY a3 Sl Sl L PR st Iy . s g
o™ = o To come out

REREN JERy JERE 53 =

Sl a3 e g

To enter
Y
To write

j;;j 2 1-% Jb&:y Jo-b

) - ° ga) o - - -
t’/‘if -7 u‘jbc—:’j-‘w ~: “\J ':\ f: - -

e eiga am

o ~
PR

-] 7 (] e 2 e/ - /1
| o | g i oy Opa) sy Sye ol

2
e

ol Sie il K Sl g ylas Jab P\ Jad ik

5 o % F Py 058 2 . 3 ) " -
pasy oplkd ol ol Slagn e . o - logi

v
\%

s

ﬂ\’&-’w}‘*"j RPN 2 s.2- <z SJ/;Q’\
Toforgive
o . et i ol el g ks Aty
p . ‘2 =
o=y <35 Ci=y Ny

NE o
\ \
“

o
\%

Tolie

\
e
\

P

[z
@

\

o P é&:.:»b

c_Ej
g

T
E:




LESSON /

THE VERBS

P
Q/O”Y

0/0\ 8~ 0~

Zeoss

Zoss)

e by

Lesson 7

ol

g olas Jab

2l Job

Bl

Keywords

o _ o
- &

b Pl

S
To drink

b

To understand
. a , / i
° 35y - i) S0 _
o - o o To wear
f.’. ¥ ° ;? 2 ze/ - a5
i el 0 )
S » Polas fub Pl b s
FIN ° 3 o~ j;i\
2y 2 % J )
al S e S To make
L :, s - $1ad)
sy ] s e -
Toread
oy . . ) SR
a5y Y| B33 )

Togo

58
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LESSON 8

Miscellaneous




LESSON 8

MISCELLANEOUS

Other terms

S J Aol tual
Day Night Evening Morning
3 el ﬁJ\ oY

Tomorrow Yesterday Today Now

Miscellaneous
Days of the Week
B S35 PRI el
Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
#3533 el 035 B pi
Wednesday Thursday Friday
Islamic Months of the Year
] A 333 ] AN
)
@ﬁ\ s 5553 (ool 235 Sk
)
%
O\&s; J5s RO i
Note:

The following names are: G ,ais &

J’.é.:o f g’,.;j f Sj,é:y\ Ry e Clj;g‘ Ry vean QL@Z; f :)U;z.i

Note: According to some &5 and 25 are & paie

62
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Basic Nahw is an admirable companion to the Duroos course. Shedding light
on the science behind the examples and elucidating important concepts, this
work by Maulana Hasib Ahmed Mayet will be found to be beneficial for both
those approaching Arabic through the Duroos as well as those coming to it
independently. | pray that this endeavour is blessed by Allah as a tool through
which many begin their quest towards the richest treasure of any literary
tradition, the holy Quran and Prophetic traditions, and may He accept from
its author many such undertakings in the future, Aameen.

—Mawlana Yusuf Darwan (Hafizahullah)

Through the infinite mercy of Allah & this book ‘Basic Nahw * has been put
together for use within a Primary level Arabic syllabus. It ventures into the
realms of simplified Arabic grammar and is aimed at a primary level audience.
Terminology used within the book is simple to comprehend and the rules
mentioned are those which are most general. With it being in English the rules
will be even easier to understand Insha-Allah.

—Mawlana Hasib Ahmed Ibn Yusuf Mayet

MADINA ACADEMY was established in 2010 to advance Islamic education
and promote a greater understanding of Islam. We provide a range of courses
and training for adults and children. We offer advice and guidance on issues
relating to Islam and Muslims, undertake projects and research work and

organise regular events and programmes.
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