Mahr Fatimi or Mahr Azwaj

Question

(1) What is the difference between Mahr Fatimi and Mahr Azwaj?
(2) Which of the two is the preferred dowry?

(3) Is it makrih or disliked if someone chooses another amount of dowry?
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Answer
(1) What is the difference between Mahr Fatimi and Mahr Azw3j?

Mahr Azwaj (the dowry of the wives) is a reference to the dowry given to most of the wives
of our beloved Prophet 2. According to the narration of Sahih Muslim (1462), this was 12.5
Uqiyyah. Each Uqiyyah is 40 dirhams (silver coins). Therefore, this equals to 500 dirhams. An
authentic sermon of Sayyiduna ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab «. (d. 23/644) suggests that the Prophet
£ did not agree more than 12 Uqiyyah in dowry for any of his wives or daughters. This would
equal to 480 dirhams. However, it appears that the figure was rounded off. In other words,

13 Uqiyyah or more was never agreed by the Prophet # for his wives or daughters.

Mahr Fatimi is a common term that is used in reference to the dowry given to Fatimah « (d.
11/632), the beloved daughter of our beloved Prophet . There are various narrations and
views of scholars regarding how much dowry was given to the daughters of the beloved

Prophet ¢

1) 12.5 Ugiyyah (500 dirhams) - This is transmitted by Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d.
235/849) and Imam Ibn Sa‘d (d. 230/845) from Imam Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn al-
Harith al-Taymi (d. 120/738), however, the narration is mursal (narrated directly by
a tabi4). In addition, the wording of the same narration transmitted in Sunan Sa‘id
ibn Mansiir does not support this because it mentions that the dowry of the wives
and the daughters of the Prophet & never exceeded 12.5 Ugiyyah (500 dirhams), this

does not negate it being less than 500 dirhams.

However, Imam Tahawi (d. 321/933) and Imam Abi ‘Awanah (d. 316/929) transmit a

hadith similar to the aforementioned hadith of Sahih Muslim. Both narrate an
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addition which clearly affirms that 500 dirhams was the dowry of the wives and

daughters of the Prophet . However, it is not clear who this addition is from.

Nevertheless, scholars who are inclined to this view include Imam Shafi‘ (d. 204/820)
and many shafi7 scholars along with some maliki and hanbali scholars such as
‘Allamah Ibn Rushd the grandfather (d. 520/1126), ‘Allamah Qarafi (d. 684/1285) and
‘Allamah Ibn Qudamah (d. 620/1223). These views however do not specifically refer
to Fatimah «, they mention the dowry of the daughters of our beloved Prophet & in

general.

However, Mawlana Ashraf ‘Al Thanawi (d. 1362/1943), Mufti Muhammad Shafi
Uthmani (d. 1396/1976), Mufti Mahmtd Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996), Mawlana
Muhammad Yasuf Ludyanwi (d. 1421/2000), Mawlana Khalid Sayf Allah Rahmani (b.
1376/1956) and Mufti Muhammad Salman Mansirpari (b. 1386/1967) mention 500
dirhams as Mahr Fatimi. Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanawi, Mufti Mahmiid Hasan Gangohi
and Mawlana Muhammad Yasuf Ludyanwi add that this was also the dowry of the
other daughters.

12 Uqiyyah (480 dirhams) - This is transmitted in several narrations specifically
regarding the marriage of Fatimah «:. Some narrations suggest that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib
4 (d. 40/661) sold his armour to give the 480 dirhams as dowry as he had no money.
Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002) is inclined to this for Fatimah &, as
well as all the other daughters whilst affirming 500 dirhams for the wives of the
Prophet 2. This is also the view of Mufti Rada’ al-Haq (b. 1369/1950).

10 Uqiyyah (400 dirhams) - A narration transmitted by Imam Dawlabi (d. 310/923)

suggests that the value of the armour was 400 dirhams. ‘Allamah Sarakhsi (d. ca.

490/1097) and Hafiz ‘Ayni (d. 855/1451) quote a narration without mentioning its
chain or source that the dowry of Fatimah «& was 400 dirhams. ‘Allamah Ibn al-
Humam (d. 861/145), Mulla “Ali al-Qari (d. 1014/1605) and ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin (d.
1252/1836) mention that it is known her dowry was 400 dirhams. Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal (d. 241/855) suggests without making reference to Fatimah « that the dowry
of the daughters of the Prophet « was 400 dirhams. This is cited in the hanbali texts.
This is supported by an authentic narration from Aba Hurayrah & (d. 57/676-7)
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which suggests that the [standard and common] dowry in the Prophetic era was 400
dirhams. However, the narration makes no specific reference to the dowry of any of

the wives or daughters of the Prophet <.
The calculations of these amounts are outlined at the end of the answers.

There is also another view regarding the dowry of Fatimah & that it was 400 mithqal. This
has been mentioned by Mufti Mahmiid Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996) in one of his Fatwas
although most of his Fatwas suggest 500 dirhams, as mentioned above. Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim
Lajpari (d. 1422/2001) is also inclined to 400 mithqal based on precaution although he has
mentioned some of the other views. Given that the narration that mentions 400 mithqal is
fabricated, this amount is not listed above. For completion purposes, the weight of one
dirham is 70% of the weight of a mithqal. Therefore, 400 mithqal of silver is equivalent to
571.43 dirhams.

(2) Which of the two is the preferred dowry?

There is a difference of opinion regarding the preferred dowry as outlined below:

1) 400 dirhams - This view is attributed to Imam Ahmad (d. 241/855) and is based on the

view that this was the amount the Prophet & agreed for his own daughters.

500 dirhams - This is the view of the tabi‘i, Imam Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib (d. 94/712-3),
Imam Nawawi (d. 676/1277), ‘Allamah Qastalani (d. 923/1517) and other shafii
scholars. This view appears to be shared by Mulla Ali al-Qari (d. 1014/1605) as he has
quoted Imam Nawawi without commenting on it. ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani
(d. 1369/1949) has also quoted it adding that this amount is preferred for the one who
can afford it. This position is based on the view that this was the dowry of the wives
and daughters of the Prophet 2. Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanawi (d. 1362/1943), Mufti
Muhammad Shafi¢ Uthmani (d. 1396/1976), Mawlana Muhammad Yasuf Ludyanwi (d.
1421/2000), Mawlana Khalid Sayf Allah Rahmani (b. 1376/1956) and Mulfti
Muhammad Salman Manstrpari (b. 1386/1967) are also inclined to this as they regard
Mabhr Fatimi 500 dirhams, as mentioned above. Most of the Fatwas of Mufti Mahmad

Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996) suggest he held this view.
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It is worth noting that most hanbali and shafi‘ scholars including Imam Shafi (d.
204/820) state that it is mustahab (desirable) not to exceed 500 dirhams; the specific

wording suggests that the recommendation is 500 dirhams or less, not fixed at 500.

Any amount between 400 and 500 dirhams - This is the view of Shaykh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah (d. 728/1328), ‘Allamah Ibn Muflih (d. 763/1362) and a group of hanbali
scholars. This is because of the various narrations on the subject matter of the dowry
of the wives and daughters of the Prophet £ which range between 400 and 500
dirhams. In addition to this, a narration from Abt Hurayrah & (d. 57/676-7) suggests
that the [standard and common] dowry in the Prophetic era was 400 dirhams, as

mentioned above.

As there are various narrations and views in this regard, if a person adopts 400, 480 or 500

dirhams, he will be rewarded for acting upon what is transmitted in the narrations. There is

no need to impose one view over the other especially when there are differing scholarly

views and narrations. Nevertheless, the view of 500 dirhams appears to be the stronger view

based on the following considerations:

1)
2)

3)

This was the amount used by the Prophet 2 for most of his marriages.
The narration pertaining to 500 dirhams is transmitted in Sahih Muslim, the second
most authentic hadith collection.

In relation to the dowry of most of the wives, the narration of Sahith Muslim is

corroborated by other narations. The narration that mentions 12 Ugiyah is

reconcilable, as mentioned above.

Many scholars are of the view that 500 dirhams was the dowry for the wives and the
daughters of the Prophet 4 and this is supported via two narrations, as outlined
above.

We have been unable to locate a general narration that mentions 400 or 480 dirhams
for the dowry of the daughters of the Prophet «. The two narrations we located
mention 500 dirhams, as outlined above.

On the other hand, the narrations regarding the dowry of Fatimah & are
contradictory. One narration mentions 480 dirhams. Another narration mentions 400
dirhams, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241/855) is reported to attribute this
amount to all the daughters of the Prophet 2, as mentioned above. The two

narrations we located regarding the dowry of the daughters refer to 500 dirhams, as
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mentioned above, although it could be said that the the dowry of Fatimah . is
exempt from this and it was 480 dirhams, as most of the specific narrations suggest.
Some narrations suggest that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib &, (d. 40/661) did not have money and
sold his armour for 400 or 480 dirhams. According to one narration the Prophet £
said to him, “Gather what you are able to and bring it to me”. This suggests that the
dowry was based on the armour and what he was able to sell it for, not a pre-fixed
amount in dirhams.

8) The famous tabi‘i, Imam Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib (d. 94/712-3) describes 500 dirhams as
the Sunnah dowry.

9) Imam Nawawi (d. 676/1277) has explicitly written that 500 dirhams dowry is
mustahab (desirable). Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari (d. 1014/1605) has also quoted him which

suggests he shares the same view.

The preferred dowry is therefore 500 dirhams. However, as mentioned above, there is a
difference of opinion regarding what is preferred and therefore any amount between 400
and 500 dirhams is valid for the Sunnah to be fulfilled. One should also note that there are
differing views regarding the weight of a dirham, as outlined below, and therefore there is

no need to be overly prescriptive in this regard.

(3) Is it makriih or disliked if someone chooses another amount of dowry?

Adopting a dowry amount as outlined above between 400 and 500 dirhams is mustahab
(desirable) and a means of reward and blessing. Following the practice of the Prophet € in
legislative and non-legislative, emphasised and non-emphasised matters is recommended

and a sign of love.

Nevertheless, choosing an alternative amount is permissible without karahah (being
disliked). Ultimately, this is a matter of personal discretion and choice. The Sunnah of
marriage will not in any way be affected by a different amount of dowry. There is no hadith
that emphasises a fixed amount of dowry. The aforementioned amounts are not from the
category of Sunnah Muw’akkadah (emphasised), the missing of which is disliked. This is
affirmed by the fact that the companions in the Prophetic era and thereafter used different
amounts for dowry, sometimes more and sometimes less than the 400-500 dirham range.
Some examples are listed in the table below and there are more examples in the Arabic
references below. In fact, 500 dirhams were not used for all the marriages of the Prophet <.

The dowry in the marriage of Umm Habibah « (d. 42/662-3 or 44/664-5) was 4000 dirhams
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although it was given by Najashi, the king of Habashah (modern day Ethiopia and Eritrea).
Likewise, it is transmitted in a weak narration that the dowry of ‘A’ishah « (d. 58/678) was

some household goods worth 50 dirhams.

It is worth noting here a key difference between the prevalant approach to marriage and the
approach in the Prophetic era: this is takalluf (pretentiousness). Whilst Nikah was strongly
recommended in the Prophetic era, the implementation was simple and straightforward.
Such was the simplicity that senior companions like Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah «. (d. 78/697-8) and
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf & (d. 32/652-3) did not inform the Prophet & before their
marriage, nor request him to lead the marriage sermon or invite him (Sahih Bukhari, 5079,
5153; Takmilah Fath al-Mulhim, 1:87). 1t is for this reason, there are very few examples of
marriages taking place in Masjid Nabawi in the Prophetic era, as outlined in an earlier
answer, The simplicity and lack of pretentiousness can also be understood from the walimah
of the various marriages of the Prophet %, whatever was available was presented, to

whoever was available.

In conclusion, if a person is financially capable of giving 500 dirhams, it is recommended that

he adopts this amount. Otherwise, whatever can be afforded is sufficient and this is no reason

to delay the marriage. ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1369/1949) has clearly affirmed

that this amount is only recommended if one is able to afford it. Likewise, although there is
no upper limit for the dowry, excessive high dowries should be avoided particularly if they
start to become a barrier or a cause of delays in marriages. The Prophet < is reported to
have said as transmitted via a weak chain, “Indeed, the most blessed marriage is the one with

the least expenses” (Musnad Ahmad, 24529).
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Appendix: Mahr Amounts in Grams

There are many views in relation to the weight of a dirham. A summary of some of the famous

views is presented here followed by the calculations:

1) 1 dirham equals 3.0618g — This is the view of Mufti Muhammad Shafi® Uthmani (d.
1396/1976), a view endorsed by most hanafl jurists of the Indian subcontinent
including Mawlana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanawi (d. 1362/1943), ‘Allamah Shabbir Ahmad
‘Uthmani (d. 1369/1949), Mawlana Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1394/1974), Mulfti
Mahmid Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996), Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim Lajpiri (d. 1422/2001),
Mufti Rada’ al-Haq (b. 1369/1950), Mawlana Khalid Sayf Allah Rahmani (b. 1376/1956)
and Mufti Muhammad Salman Manstrpiri (b. 1386/1967) (Jawahir al-Figh, 3:437;
Fatawa Mahmidiyyah, 17:269, 272, 291; Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 8:231; Fatawa Dar al-
‘Ultm Zakariyya, 3:628; Kitab al-Fatawa, 4:391; Kitab al-Nawazil, 8:400).

1 dirham equals 3.402g - This is the view of Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d.
1422/2002) (Ahsan al-Fatawa, 4:415).

1 dirham equals 2.975g - This is the view of Shaykh ¢Ali Pasha Mubarak (d.
1311/1893), Shaykh Muhammad Diya’ al-Din al-Rayyis (d. 1397/1977), Shaykh Subhi
al-Salih (d. 1407/1986), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadim Zallim (d. 1424/2003), Shaykh Wahbah
al-Zuhayli (d. 1436/2015), Shaykh Yasuf al-Qaradawi (b. 1345/1926), Shaykh
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Muktar al-Shanqiti (b. 1381/1961) and many Arab
scholars (Al-Kharaj wa al-Nazm al-Maliyyah li al-Dawlah al-Islamiyyah, p.354; Al-
Nazm al-Islamiyyah Nash’atuha wa Tatawwuruha, p.428; Al-Amwal fi Dawlat al-
Khilafah, p.203; Al-Figh al-Islami wa Adillatuh, 3:1820, 1834; Figh al-zakat, p.186;
Sharh zZad al-Mustaqgni¢, Lesson 94; Majallat al-Buhiith al-Islamiyyah, 39:281). This
appears to be the strongest view and is very close to the view of the majority of the

scholars of the sub-continent.

1 dirham equals 3.104g - This is the view of Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fahmi (d.
1365/1946) (Figh al-Zakat, p.183; Majallat al-Buhtth al-Islamiyyah, 39:279).

5) 1dirham equals 3.12g - This is the view of some scholars (Figh al-Zakat, p.184).
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6) 1dirham equals 3.5g according to the hanafis and 2.52g according to the other three

schools - This is the view of the Syrian scholar Shaykh ‘Abd al-¢Aziz ‘Uytn al-Sad (d.
1399/1979), the Syrian Shafii scholar Shaykh Muhammad As‘ad al-‘Abaji (d.
1393/1973) (Majallat al-Buhdith al-Islamiyyah, 39:271). It is worth noting the hanafi
amount is close to the view of Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002).

There are also other views in relation to this.

The following table outlines the calculations in grams based on the aforementioned weights.
The calculations in grams have been rounded off except for the gold amounts for obvious

reasons.

It should be noted that if the value of silver or gold is being given in dowry, the valuation
should be based on the retail purchase price, enabling the wife to purchase the amount of
silver or gold if she wishes to do so (for further information refer to the following link:
http://islamicportal.co.uk/calculating-value-of-gold-and-silver/). It is our understanding

that silver bullion is subject to VAT in the UK, unlike gold. Therefore, VAT is to be factored

into the valuation of silver, a principle also mentioned by Mufti Ahmad Khanpari (b.

1365/1946) in Mahmud al-Fatawa (5:434).
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500 Dirhams (Mahr Azwaj, Mahr
Fatimi & Mahr Banat)

480 Dirhams (Mahr Fatimi)

400 Dirhams (Mahr Fatimi, Mahr
Banat & Standard Mahr)
400 Mithqal - 571.43 Dirhams as

dirham weight is 0.7 of mithqal.

4000 Dirhams (Mahr Umm
Habibah)

Goods worth 50 Dirhams (Mahr
‘A’ishah)

200 Dirhams (Mahr Abi Hadrad

al-Aslami)
600 Dirhams (Mahr Ibn ‘Umar)

4000 Dirhams (Mahr Anas ibn
Malik)

40,000 Dirhams (Mahr ‘Umar)

1 Dirham = 3.0618g

1531g silver (also mentioned in
Kitab al-Nawazil, 8:400, Fatawa Dar
al-‘Ulim Zakariyya, 3:628)

1470g silver (also mentioned in

Fatawa Dar al-‘Ulim Zakariyya)

1225g silver

1750g silver

12247g silver

153g silver

612g silver

1837g silver

12247g silver

122472g silver

1 Dirham = 3.402g

1701g silver (also
mentioned in Ahsan al-

Fatawa, 5:32)

1633g silver (1bid)

1361g silver

1944g silver

13608g silver

170g silver

680g silver

2041g silver

13608g silver

136078g silver
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1 Dirham =
2.975g

1488¢g

silver

1428g
silver
1190g
silver
1700g
silver
11900g

silver

149g silver

595g silver

1785g
silver
11900g
silver
119000g

silver

1 Dirham =
3.104g

1552g

silver

1490g
silver
1242g
silver
1774g
silver
12416g

silver

155g silver

621g silver

1862¢g
silver
12416g
silver
124160g

silver

1 Dirham

=3.12¢g

1560¢g

silver

1498g
silver
1248g
silver
1783g
silver
12480g
silver
156g
silver
624g
silver
1872¢g
silver
12480g
silver
124800g

silver

1 Dirham
=3.5g

1750g

silver

1680g
silver
1400g
silver
2000g
silver
14000g
silver
175g
silver
700g
silver
2100g
silver
140008
silver
140000g

silver

1 Dirham
=2.52¢g

1260g

silver

1210g
silver
1008g
silver
1440g
silver
10080g
silver
126g
silver
504¢g
silver
1512g
silver
10080g
silver
100800g

silver




1Dirham = 1Dirham= 1Dirham 1Dirham 1Dirham
1 Dirham = 3.0618g 1 Dirham = 3.402g
2.975¢g 3.104g =3.12¢g =3.5g =2.52¢g

89250g 93120g 936008 105000 75600g
RIS EV Y E TR LN I 91854 silver 102058g silver
silver silver silver silver silver
10,000 Dirhams (Mahr Ibn . 29750g 31040g 31200g 35000 252008
30618g silver 34019¢ silver
‘Abbas) silver silver silver silver silver

Datestone weight gold (Mahr Ibn

14.88g 15.52g 15.60g 17.508 12.60g
‘Awf) - Weight of 5 Dirhams 15.31g gold 17.01g gold

gold gold gold gold gold

(Dominant view)
Datestone weight gold (Mahr Ibn 10.34g 10.39g 11.66g

10.20g gold 11.33g gold 9.91g gold 8.39g gold
‘Awf) - Weight of 3.33 Dirhams gold gold gold
Datestone weight gold (Mahr Ibn

‘Awf) - 0.25 Mithqal

1.09g gold 1.22g gold 1.06ggold 1.11ggold 1.11ggold 1.25ggold 0.90g gold

10 Dirhams - minimum mahr 29.8g ) 31.2g ) 25.2g
30.6g silver 34g silver . 31gsilver 35gsilver
according to hanafis silver silver silver

Additional Calculations

1 Mithqal (1.43 Dirham) - Silver 4.86g silver (also 4.25¢g 4.43g 4.46g

4.37g silver mentioned in Ahsan al-
Fatawa 8:70; 4:415)

20 Mithqgal/Dinar (Gold Zakat 88.69 89.14
. 87.48g gold 97.2g gold (1bid) 85g gold E 3 100g gold  72g gold
Nisab gold gold

624g 700g 504g

5.0g silver 3.60 silver

ring for men silver silver silver

200 Dirhams (Silver Zakat Nisab) NIVIFSINEY 680g silver (1bid) 595g silver  621g silver
silver silver silver
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Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

11 Safar 1440 / 21 October 2018

Approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmed and Mufti Muhammad Tahir
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Addendum: What is the monetary value of 500 Dirhams? (1 Aug 2020)

It is an undisputed fact that the value of silver has decreased substantially over the years and
the value of gold has increased. During the Prophetic era and thereafter for a significant
period, 10 Dirhams (silver coins) were equivalent to the value of 1 Dinar/Mithgal (gold coin)
(al-Mudawwanah, 1:302). This is understood from the silver and gold Zakat Nisabs of 200
Dirhams and 20 Dinars/Mithgqal respectively.

Howeer, today, on 2 Shawwal 1441 (1* August 2020), the price of one gram of gold is £48
whereas the price for 1.43 gram of silver is £0.85. Thus, the ratio has moved from 1:10 to 1:56,
based on one Dirham being 0.7 of the weight of a Dinar/Mithgal (Fath al-Bari, 3:311), as

mentioned above.

The net effect of this is that the monetary value and purchasing power of 500 dirhams today
is less than the monetary value and purchasing power in the Prophetic era. In simple terms,
500 dirhams (1488g of silver) could purchase more things in the Prophetic era than today. As
of today, the value of 1488g silver is £884.

In light of this, there is a common question that when Mahr Azwaj or Mahr Fatimi is
calculated, should the decrease in the value of silver be considered, and if so, what alternative
formula should be used. In principle, if a groom decides to give 1488g silver or its value, this
will constitute Mahr Azwaj and the virtue of emulating the Prophet ¢ in this regard will be
attained. However, if someone decides to take into account the decrease in the value of silver,
and give more, this is also a valid option, and the virtue of emulating the Prophet & will be

attained.
There are several options which can be considered in this regard:

First, the value of Gold can be used. In the Prophetic era, 500 Dirhams was equivalent to 50
Dinars (Mithqals). Each Dinar/Mithqal is 4.25g gold, according to the preferred view.
Therefore, the weight of 50 Dinars/Mithqals is 212.5 grams. This means that the gold
equivalent of Mahr Azwaj based on the gold to silver ratio in the Prophetic era is: £48 x 212.5
= £10,200. If, the higher weight 4.86g is taken, as is the view of Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi
(d. 1422/2002), this would amount to: £48 x 243 = £11,664.

However, it must be noted that the price of gold has increased substantially. Therefore, the

the monetary value and purchasing power of 50 Dinars/Mithqals is substantially higher than

www.islamicportal.co.uk




their value in the Prophetic era. Just as the purchasing power of silver has decreased, the
purchasing power of gold has increased. Therefore, whilst this is a lawful option to consider,

it does not necessarily realise the the monetary value and purchasing power.

Second, brother Muhammad Siraj Hussain has shared with us a research paper entitled ‘A

Brief History of Money in Islam and Estimating the Value of Dirham and Dinar’ authored by

Mansour Zarra-Nezhad. The paper was published in 2004 in the ‘Review of Islamic Economics,

8,51-65. The research concludes:

“According to the findings of this study, one Islamic dinar, in terms of the quantity
and fineness of gold in it, is estimated to be 261168 riyals, i.e., about 32.5 dollars. Using
another method, we estimated the purchasing power of the dinar for three baskets of
goods and services in terms of riyal and dinar (or dirham), with the following result:
one Islamic dinar was estimated to have a monetary value of 293275 riyals, i.e. about
36.5 dollars. According to these two methods one Islamic dinar can be estimated at

between 32.5 to 36.5 dollars.”
(Riyal is a reference to the Iranian currency).

Based on an average of $34.5, one dirham can be estimated at $3.45, and 500 dirhams at $1725.
This research was published in January 2004. According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics

which has an online inflation calculator, this as of June 2020 equates to $2401.19. This is

approximately £1835.02.

It should, however, be noted that the research has acknowledged some limitations in the
comparison based on methods and cost of production and other factors. There is also another
limitation not mentioned therein, which is that the prices and values are from many decades

after the Prophetic era. Nevertheless, it provides a useful indicator.

Third, it appears that in the Prophetic era, 500 Dirhams could purchase 50 goats. This is based
on the hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari (1453) and other hadith books that mentions the Zakat

calculation of camels. If a person does not possess a camel of particular age, it is permitted
to give a younger camel and give “two goats or twenty Dirhams”. Thus, one goat’s value was
10 Dirhams. 10 Dirhams is 29.75g silver, which is currently worth £18. Its equivalent based
on the 1:10 ratio is one Dinar (4.25g gold) which is worth £204.

Therefore, the current value of 50 goats could be another method of ascertaining the

monetary value of Mahr Azwaj. The difficulty is that the price of goats varies worldwide
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https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm

depending on location as well as size and breed. Nevertheless, it could provide an estimate.
The following are some prices we have obtained, some of which are closer to the current
value of 10 Dirhams (£18) whilst some others are closer to the current value of one Dinar

(£204):

Location 1 Goat 50 Goats
Canada £175 £8750
£60 £3000
Kenya £40 £2000
Saudi Arabia £200 £10,000
Sierra Leone £55 £2750
Malawi £25 £1250
Pakistan £75 £3750
Panama £125 £6250
United Kingdom £120 £6200

In conclusion, these three methods can be used to take into account the decrease in the value
of silver notwithstanding their limitations. As mentioned at the outset, if someone decides
to give 500 Dirhams (1488g) or its value, this will constitute Mahr Azwaj and the virtue of
emulating the Prophet 4 in this regard will be attained. However, if someone decides to give
more taking into account the decrease in the value of silver, this is also a valid option, and
the virtue of emulating the Prophet 42 will be attained. Ultimately, this is something both

parties should agree mutually.

Note: Silver Nisab for Zakah, Sadaqgat al-Fitr and Qurbant

We concur with the majority of the scholars of the sub-continent that the silver Nisab should
be used for Zakah, Sadaqat al-Fitr and Qurbani (Udhiyyah). This is based on the following

considerations:

1) The silver Nisab is mentioned in the vast majority of authentic hadiths which
suggests that it is the principle Nisab. Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani (b. 1362/1943)
mentioned to me in support of the silver Nisab that “the silver Nisab is what is
generally mentioned in the hadiths with the exception of one or two hadiths that
mention the gold Nisab”. Although all four schools agree on the gold Nisab of 20
Dinar/Mithqal, there is no sahih marfa® hadith on the condition of Imam Bukhari (d.
256/870) that explicitly mentions this (Nibras al-Sari, 4:366). This is perhaps why a
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small minority of earlier scholars were of the view that Zakat is only necessary on
gold if its value reaches the value of the silver Nisab (200 Dirhams) (al-Ishraf, 3:42).
The current value of the gold Nisab does not reflect its purchasing power in the
Prophetic era similar to the silver Nisab, as detailed above.

The silver Nisab is more beneficial for the poor. The value of gold continues to rise
and many Zakat payers who are able to afford Zakat would not be required to give
Zakat if the gold Nisab is used. Globally, poverty is on the rise, and more Zakat is
required.

It is mentioned in al-Asl (2:91) from Imam Abt Hanifah (d. 150/767) that if a person
has 4 or 5 Mithgals/Dinars gold worth 100 Dirhams, and 100 Dirhams, Zakat is
necessary on the full amount (also refer to Tuhfat al-Fuqah2’, 1:267, 273 and Radd al-
Muhtar, 2:299).

However, if Qurbani becomes wajib based on the silver Nisab and a person struggles to afford
it, a cheaper option should be considered in another country. Currently, a share in large
animal in India costs £15-20. If this is not possible, then the person can be excused, and the
difference of opinion of scholars in relation to the ‘Gold or Silver Nisab’ as well as Qurbani

(Udhiyyah) being non-obligatory in the other three schools can be considered due to need.

Likewise, exceptions can be made for individuals who are genuinely poor and require Zakat,
although they possess non-Zakatable wealth beyond their needs equivalent to the silver

Nisab value. The difference of opinion in relation to the ‘Gold or Silver Nisab’ as well as the

position of the other schools in relation to the definition of a poor person can be considered

due to need.

Otherwise, the silver Nisab should continue to be used as the default Nisab.

Allah knows best
Yusuf Shabbir
11 Dha al-Hijjah 1441 / 1 August 2020

www.islamicportal.co.uk




