Part 16 - The Journey to Badr (1)
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My dear respected ‘Ulama, elders, brothers and sisters listening at home, Assalamu ‘Alaykum Wa
Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuhu, I begin by praising Allah 1552 Lord of the Worlds and sending

Peace & Salutations to our beloved Prophet Muhammad Jzs4 &

Welcome to Part 16 of the Sirah of Muhammad 4544w series. Before we begin, let’s go through

some recap questions from the last session.

Slide 3 - Recap Questions

In which month was the command for the obligatory fasting in the month of Ramadan Revealed?
Sha‘ban

Just before the end of the month of Ramadan, which other commands were Revealed?

The commands to discharge the Sadaqat al-Fitr and praying the Eid Salah on the day of Eid al-Fitr.

Which Siirah contains the commands for reading Eid Salah on the day of Eid al-Adha’ and carrying
out the animal sacrifice?

Sarah al-Kauthar

Which command had come down during the Makkan period, but further details were only now
Revealed?

Zakat

Slide 4 - Recap Questions
When the command was Revealed to send Salah and Salam on Rasilullah Jz5.&4{i>, what did

Rastlullah .82 teach the Companions #e&iz?
Durtd Ibrahim

Before Rasiilullah J5.54{i would leave for any expedition, what would he do to ensure matters
in Madinah were supervised?

A Companion #z&is; would be left behind in charge



What was the name of the first expedition in Islam?

Gazwah al-Abwa

Who is buried in Al-Abwa?

Aminah G5

Slide 5 - Recap Questions

Which Companion did Rastilullah 544l send on a mission with some other Companions
#efizs, towards al-Nakhlah?

‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh &edis;

What were they instructed to do after 2 days?
Open the letter which Rasiilullah 45454l had given to them

What did the Quraysh accuse the Muslims of, when they attacked the Caravan?
Fighting in the Sacred Months
How did ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh ze&is; divide the spoils?

He reserved one fifth for Rasilullah 4.&4{le and then divided then rest between the

Companions #=&&i; who had taken part in the expedition

Slide 6 — Gazwah Badr al-Kubra’

Gazwah Badr al-Kubra’, the greater ‘Battle of Badr’, was the first proper battle in the history of

Islam.

It was the 5™ expedition in which Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{e had participated in within the space of a

year.

This battle played a critical role in whether Islam would continue to flourish or if the Quraysh

would be being able to put a stop to the Muslims once and for all.

The Companions #z&is; would display great bravery and courage, whilst the Quraysh would

become victims of their own overconfidence and pride.
Slide 7 - The Qurayshi Caravan

In the beginning of the month of Ramadan, Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{> received news that Abil Sufyan

ibn Harb was returning to Makkah from Sham with a Qurayshi trade caravan.

There were either 30 or 40 men in the caravan which was laden with goods.



Rasilullah o4& gathered the Muslims and told them about the caravan and it was possible, if
Allah (&% wished, they could acquire this wealth.

There was no thought of any type of conflict or fighting, so the Muslims set off towards the

caravan without any preparation for battle.
Abt Sufyan had anticipated that the Muslims may come to intercept the caravan.
Slide 8 - The Qurayshi Caravan

When the caravan approached Hijaz (Arabia), Abh Sufyan started asking other travellers he would

meet on the way about any such news.

During one of these exchanges, he received information that Rasiilullah 5. &4z has

commanded his followers to travel towards his caravan.

As soon as he heard this, Abii Sufyan, hired DamDam ibn ‘Amr al-Ghifari and told him to
immediately go to Makkah.

He should tell the Quraysh to come to the aid of their caravan as soon as they can and save their

wealth, because Muhammad 4z54£4( has commanded his followers to travel towards it.
DamDam ibn ‘Amr al-Ghifari left for Makkah right away.
slide 9 - Rasiilullah j5.%5f leaves Madinah

Meanwhile Rasiilullah Jz5.E4e left Madinah with his Companions #zdiz; headed towards the

caravan on the 12% of Ramadan.

The number of people with Rasiilullah J5.E5{( was either 313, 314 or 315, depending on

different opinions.
The standard of the army was given to Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr 224,

There were also 2 flags preceding Rastilullah 454£4f. One was called Al-Uqab, held by ‘Ali

ieizz; and the other was in the hands of one of the Ansar.
‘Abdullah ibn Umm Maktiim 2z, had been left in Madinah to lead $alah.

Slide 10 - The Muslim Army
Times were difficult in those days and there were only 2 horses in the whole army.
One horse belonged to Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam #24i; and the other to Migdad ze&iz.

There were also only 70 camels.



Each camel was allotted to 2 or 3 of the

Companions #<gizz; who would take turns in riding the animal.
There is a difference of opinion as to whom Rastilullah Jz5.E4{e shared a camel with.
One opinion is that it was ‘Ali £z, and Marthad ibn Abii Marthad al-Ghanawi 4.

Another opinion is that it was Abii Lubabah 224 and ‘Ali 224,
Slide 11 - The Camels

When the turn came for Rasiilullah J5.E4 to walk, they both would tell Rastilullah Js.feifie

to carry on riding, and they would walk in his place.

Rasilullah Jz5.E4{e would tell them that they were not stronger than him in walking and he was

e P

no less desiring of reward from Allah (&%= than them.

Another camel was shared by Hamzah, Zayd ibn Harithah, Abii Kabsha and Anasa #z&iss.

}/, .

Another was shared by Abii Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Abdul Rahman ibn ‘Auf Az&is.
Qays ibn Abii Sa‘sa’a 4z, was placed at the rear of the army.

In this manner Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{ie started to make his way towards the path of the caravan

travelling to Makkah.
Slide 12 - The Muslim Army is Reviewed
The Muslim army reached the well of Abti ‘Anba, a mile outside of Madinah.

Rasilullah Jz. &4 checked the whole army and whoever was considered young of age, was sent
back.
The Muslim army had taken the upper route from Madinah, by way of Al-‘Aqiq, Dhul Hulayfah,

then Ulat al-Jaysh.

The army passed Turban, Malal, Ghamis al-Hamam, Sukhayrat al-Yamam, As-Sayalah and into the

ravine at Al-Rawha’.

At Al-Rawha’, Abii Lubabah ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir £24i; was chosen to overlook matters in
Madinah and sent back.

From there the army went to Shaniika.



Slide 13 - The Journey South

Rasiilullah Jz54E: e had stopped at Sajsaj which was one of the wells of al-Rawha’,

then went to Al-Munsaraf.

The road to Makkah was on the left and Rastilullah JZ5.€5{e then turned right
towards Al-Naziyah intending to go onto Badr.

The army passed through a vale called Ruhgan, between Al-Naziyah and Al-Safra’.
Slide 14 - The Journey South

When the army approached Al-Safra’, Basbas ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani 24z and ‘Adiy ibn
Abii az-Zaghba’ £edis; were sent to scout ahead to obtain information about Abi

Sufyan’s caravan,

On the other side, DamDam Ghifari was fast on his way to Makkah to convey the
message from Abii Sufyan to the Quraysh.

He would inform them that the caravan was under threat, and they should

immediately come to its rescue.

Slide 15 - The Dream of ‘Atikah

Rasilullah 4z E4{e had a paternal aunt in Makkah by the name of “Atikah.

She was the daughter of ‘Abd al-Muttalib.

3 days before DamDam Ghifari arrived in Makkah, ‘Atikah saw a dream which frightened her.

In her dream she saw that a rider came on his camel, until he reached a place called Al-Abtah

(which is to the northeast of the Haram).
The rider then cried at the top of his voice
‘0 people of Ghadr, leave for the place of your defeat in 3 days.

The people gathered around him, and he then went to Al-Masjid al-Haram with the people

following him.
Slide 16 - The Dream of ‘Atikah

The rider repeated the same words, then he climbed Jabl Abii-Qubays.



The rider then threw a boulder from the top of the mountain and when it reached the bottom, it

smashed into pieces.

There was no house or dwelling in Makkah in which a piece of this boulder did not land.
Slide 17 - The Dream of ‘Atikah

After seeing this dream, ‘Atikah called her brother ‘Abbas 4z

She told him that she feared some calamity is going to befall the people and advised him to treat

what she was going to tell him in confidence.

‘Abbas 224 asked her what she had seen, and she related the dream to him. Once he had heard

it, he said that indeed it was a vision, and she should not mention it to anybody.

‘Abbas 228z came out of his house and saw his friend Walid ibn “Utbah.

He told him about his sister’s dream and made him promise not to tell anyone.

Slide 18 - The Dream of ‘Atikah

Walid then told his father ‘Utbah and in this way, news of this dream reached all of Makkah.

The following morning, ‘Abbas £z&iz; went to Al-Masjid al-Haram to perform Tawaf and saw that

Abi Jahl was sitting with a group of people discussing ‘Atikah’s dream.

When Abii Jahl saw him, he told ‘Abbas £24iz; to come to them once he had finished his Tawaf.

‘Abbas 228z completed his Tawaf, went to the group and sat down.
Slide 19 - The Address of Abt Jahl

Abii Jahl addressed ‘Abbas £zdi; and said, “Your men made claims of Prophethood and now your

women have also started to make claims of Prophethood.
‘Abbas 424, asked him what he was talking about, and Abii Jahl told him about ‘Atikah’s dream.

Abi Jahl further said that they would keep an eye on them for three days and see if what she saw

comes to pass.

If it is true, then it will be as so, but if three days pass and nothing happens, then it will be written
that they are the greatest liars from the people of the House, from the Arabs.

Slide 20 - The Wait
On the morning of the third day, DamDam Ghifari arrived in Makkah.

He was stood on his camel, which had its nose cut, and its saddle turned around.



DamDam Ghifari was crying out Abii Sufyan’s message.

He told the Quraysh that Muhammad Z5.%2i{> and his Companions #z&i; were lying in
wait for their property which was with Aba Sufyan.

i

In a narration from Miisa ibn Ugba {4z, it mentions when DamDam Ghifari came to

Makkah, the Quraysh became fearful of ‘Atikah’s dream.

The Quraysh would go to Badr and see the interpretation of ‘Atikah’s dream with their own

eyes.

There is a difference of opinion of as to whether ‘Atikah Gziz; embraced Islam or not. Ibn

Sa‘ad mentions that she did and migrated to Madinah.

Slide 21 - The Quraysh Prepare for Battle
As soon as the news reached Makkabh, it created a large disturbance because there was no man or

woman who had not invested heavily in that caravan.
Everyone’s wealth was under threat.

Most of the leaders of the Quraysh joined the expedition apart from Abl Lahab ibn ‘Abd al-
Muttalib, the paternal uncle and enemy of Rasiilullah Jzsaksiie.

In his place, he sent Abt Jahl’s brother, Al-‘As ibn Hisham.

Al-‘As ibn Hisham owed Abt Lahab 4000 dirhams and because he had become poor, he did not
have the means to pay back his debt.

He accepted to join the expedition in place of Abii Lahab on the condition that the debt will be

cleared.

Slide 22 - Umayyah ibn Khalaf
Umayyah ibn Khalaf had initially refused to join the expedition.

The reason behind this was that Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh %z4is;, who was from the Ansar, was his friend.

Whenever Umayyah used to go to Sham, he would stop by in Madinah and visit Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh

s $GTo -

In turn, whenever Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £24i; would go to Makkah, he would visit Umayyah ibn
Khalaf.



After Rasiilullah 4544l migrated to Madinah, on one occasion Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh Zedis; went to
Makkah to perform ‘Umrah.

Slide 23 - Umayyah ibn Khalaf
As per his normal ways, Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh #2455 stayed in the house of Umayyah ibn Khalaf.

He told Umayyah to take him to perform Tawaf at a time when the Haram is empty, meaning

when there were no crowds.
Umayyah took Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £2&is; in the late morning to perform Tawaf.

Whilst they were going around the Ka‘bah, Abii Jahl saw them and said, ‘O Abl Safwan (which was
the kunyah of Umayyah), who is this person with you?’

Umayyah replied and said it was Sa‘ad.
Slide 24 - Umayyah ibn Khalaf

Abii Jahl then said, ‘T am seeing this person is performing the Tawaf calmly. You are giving

unreligious people like this a place to stay, and you are also helping them.

He then addressed Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £24i; and said ‘0 Sa‘ad, I swear by my Lord, if Umayyah was

not with you, then you would not return in a proper state’

Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh s24i; replied in a loud voice, ‘If you stop me from performing Tawaf, then I

swear by my Lord that I will stop your road from Madinah to Sham!
As we know, this road was the lifeline to the trade in Makkah.

Umayyah then said to Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 224, ‘Don’t raise your voice against AbiiJahl, he is the
leader of this valley’

Slide 25 - The Response of Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 24

Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh L2 said, ‘Leave it, I swear by my Lord, that I have heard from Rasiilullah
148 that you will die at the hands of those who are beloved to Rasilullah Jzsaksiie!

Umayyah asked if he would die in Makkah. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh #z4i; said he did not know where

and when he would die.
Slide 26 - The Insistence of Abu Jahl
After hearing this, Umayyah became very worried and frightened.

He went and told his wife about what Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £e&is; had said.



In one narration it mentions that he said, ‘I swear by my Lord that Muhammad 4544 never

says anything wrong.
Umayyah got so frightened that he made the intention he would never leave Makkah.

When Abi Jahl told the people to leave for Badr, Umayyah found it very hard as he feared for his

life.
Slide 27 - The Insistence of Abu Jahl

Abii Jahl saw that Umayyah was not ready to leave, so he told him that he was a leader of the
people and if he didn’t go, other people would see him, and they will also refuse to go.

Abi Jahl kept on insisting that Umayyah comes with them.
Abii Jahl told Umayyah, that he would buy him an expensive and excellent horse.

The reason for this was, as soon as Umayyah saw a threat, he could get on the horse and come
back to Makkah.

Slide 28 - Umayyah Relents

Umayyabh finally agreed to go with the Qurayshi army to Badr.

Umayyah went home and told his wife to get his provisions ready to travel.
She said to him, ‘Don’t you remember the words of your Yathribi brother?’

Umayyah told her that his intention was to go a little distance with them and then come back
again.

With this intention, Umayyah left Makkah for Badr. Whenever he stopped, he would keep his
mount close by, but destiny and the decree of Allah (&%= would stop him from escaping.

Umayyah reached Badr and soon we shall see what happened to him.

Slide 29 - Umayyah ibn Khalaf
In another narration it mentions that ‘Ugbah ibn Abli Mu‘ayt came to Umayyah ibn Khalaf whilst

he was sat in Al-Masjid al-Haram with his companions.

‘Uqgbah was carrying an incense burner which had some ‘td (scented wood) inside it and placed it

in front of Umayyah.

He then said, ‘O the father of “Alj, scent yourself with this, for indeed you are from the women.

Umayyah cursed ‘Ugbah and what he had brought with him.



He then prepared himself and left with the rest of the Qurayshi army.
Slide 30 - The Qurayshi Army Leaves

One thousand men, armed to the hilt, fully prepared, and provisioned for battle left Makkah with
Abii Jahl in the lead.

Singing women also accompanied the army. With the sound of beating drums, the army departed,

full of pride and pomp.

Allah (&%= mentioned this in the Qur’an:
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“And do not be like those who set forth from their homes waxing proud and showing off to people,

preventing (people) from the way of Allah. Allah is All-Encompassing of what they do.”

Slide 31 - The Journey North
The Qurayshi army travelled north towards Badr.

Rasilullah Jz5.E4> and the Muslim army continued ahead, leaving Al-Safra’ to the left.

They went towards the right and passed through a valley called Dhafiran and then stopped.
Basbas and ‘Adiy &z4iz; came and informed Rasiilullah ke that the Qurayshi army had left
Makkah.

Rasiilullah Jz. &4 gathered the Muhajiriin and Ansar.
Slide 32 - The Consultation

Rasilullah &4l informed them that the Qurayshi army had left Makkah and asked their

opinions on what their next steps should be.

Abii Bakr £2dis; was the first to speak and expressed his willingness to follow whatever Rasiilullah

548 commanded. ‘Umar ez then stood up and expressed a similar desire.

Tariq ibn Shihab mentions that he heard ibn Mas‘id £24i; say,

“I witnessed Al-Migdad ibn al-Aswad in a scene which would have been dearer to me than anything had I
been the hero of that scene. He (Al-Miqdad £z4is5) came to the Prophet 55.4{( and he (Rasilullah
1404l ) was urging them to fight against the polytheists. He (Al-Miqdad #24i;) said, ‘We will not say
as the people of Miisa’ Mk said ‘Go you and your Lord and fight you two’. But we shall fight on your



right and your left, in front of you and behind you! I saw the face of the Prophet dz. &4 getting bright
with happiness, for that saying delighted him.”

Slide 33 - The Consultation

Rasilullah Jz.E:e asked once more for advice from his Companions #zgiss, for he

wanted to hear from the Ansar who made up the majority of the army.

Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh #e£i; replied to Rastlullah 5.4 saying it seems he wanted to hear
from them? Rastilullah .4l replied that he did.

Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £2&is; then made a statement testifying to their belief in Rastilullah
Ikl and that they (the Ansar) would follow him wherever he would go.

Rasiilullah 154 k4l was delighted after hearing these words and told his Companions
#efizz, to go forward and there were glad tidings for them.

Allah 155582 had promised him, that they would be helped and achieve victory over one
of the two groups. Either the caravan of Abii Sufyan or the army of Abii Jahl.

Rasiilullah 4z.E4e also told them that he had been shown the places where certain

people would meet their sad demise.

Slide 34 - The Revelation
Allah (&%= mentions this episode in the Holy Qur’an:
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“And recall when Allah was promising you that one of the two groups would become yours, and
you were wishing that the one without strength should fall to you. And Allah wanted to establish
the truth through His words and to cut off the very root of the disbelievers”

Slide 35 - News of the Caravan
The Muslim army had stopped at Dhafiran.

Rasilullah 4z E4{ then directed the army over some passes called Asafir and dropped down
into a town called Al-Dabbah.

![Siirah al-Anfal Verse 7]



They passed by Al-Hannan to the right, which was a huge sandhill that looked like a mountain.
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{e then stopped near Badr.

Basbas and ‘Adiy &zgiz; had been sent by Rastlullah 5. &5 to spy on Aba Sufyan’s caravan.
They reached Badr and rested their camels next to a spring under a hill.

They could see two women having a conversation, one of which was asking the other to repay her

debt.

Slide 36 - News of the Caravan
The woman who was being asked for the money said, ‘After two or three days, Abli Sufyan’s

caravan is going to come back from Sham.

When it comes, I will work and with whatever I earn, I will repay your debt.’

Majdi ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani was also present at the spring when the two women were talking.
When the women said the caravan was going to come, Majdi said that she was saying the truth.

He managed to help her convince the other woman to give her a little more time to repay her
debt.

As soon as Basbas and ‘Adiy &4z heard this, they got on their camels and went back to

Rasiilullah Jz5.Ed{le. They informed him of the news.

Slide 37 - Abu Sufyan’s Intelligence
After Basbas and ‘Adiy &=giz; left the spring, Abii Sufyan reached the same place whilst
enquiring about Rastilullah Js.ife.

Abi Sufyan saw Majdi ibn ‘Amr and asked him if he had seen anyone coming or going from
this place.

Majdi replied saying he hadn’t seen anyone apart from 2 people, who were sat under this
mountain.

They set their camels down, gave them water, filled their water skins, and then left.

Abu Sufyan made his way to the location where the two men had sat and saw some camel

droppings.

He broke one of the camel droppings and found a date stone in it. Abu Sufyan saw this date

stone and said, ‘I swear by my Lord, that this date stone is from Yathrib.



Slide 38 - Abui Sufyan’s Intelligence

Abii Sufyan quickly went back to his caravan and diverted its direction towards the sea path

rather than the normal route to Makkah.

By doing this, he managed to navigate the caravan safely back to Makkah avoiding confrontation

with the Muslim party.

Slide 39 - Abui Sufyan’s Intelligence
Abi Sufyan then sent another message to the Quraysh:

“You had come out to save your caravan and your men and your wealth. Allah (&% has saved
everyone, therefore you should all return to Makkah.”

Slide 40 - The Quraysh Receive the Message

When Abii Jahl received the message, he said that he would not return until they have been to

Badr, ate, drank, and enjoyed themselves for three days.

Al-Akhnas ibn Shariq was an ally of the Banii Zuhrah. He addressed his tribe and told them that
they had only come to protect their wealth.

Allah (&%= has saved it, so there was no need for them to fight and put themselves in danger

like this man is saying, meaning Abii Jahl.

The Bant Zuhrah listened to the advice of Al-Akhnas and returned home. None of them were

involved in the battle of Badr.

The Banii ‘Adiy ibn Ka‘ab did also not participate in the battle, so apart from these two tribes,

every clan of the Quraysh was represented.

Slide 41 - The Armies reach Badr

Rastlullah .54 now reached Badr with his Companions &gz
The Muslims had travelled in a south westerly direction from Madinah.
Slide 42 - The Armies reach Badr

The Quraysh had reached Badr before the Muslims.



They had travelled north past al-Jamiim until they reached ‘Usfan.

Then they went north past Khalis to Qadid.

From Qadid they went in a north westerly direction towards Waddan then turned north past Um

al-Barak and onto Badr.

The total distance was around 200 miles.

Slide 43 - Summary

Rasiilullah Jz4E4{e had received Revelation informing him of a Qurayshi caravan
returning from Sham.

He left Madinah with just over 300 Companions #z&is; to intercept the caravan.

There was no intention of battle with the Quraysh at this time.

Abii Sufyan who was leading the Qurayshi caravan became aware of the Muslim army and
sent a messenger to Makkah to inform them of the news.

Abi Sufyan told the Quraysh to come to the aid of the caravan.

Slide 44 - Summary

The aunt of Rasiilullah Jz4E4, “Atikah had seen a dream warning the Quraysh of their
impending defeat.

The Quraysh ridiculed her dream, however very soon after, the messenger of Abu Sufyan
arrived with the news.

The Quraysh now prepared for battle with many of the leaders taking part.

Umayyah ibn Khalaf was hesitant to leave as he had been told of his prophesized demise,
however upon insistence from Abfi Jahl, he also left.

Abii Lahab, the uncle of Rasiilullah J=.E4le paid someone else to take his place in the
battle

Slide 45 - Summary

Rasilullah Jz. &4z was informed that the Qurayshi army had left Makkah

He spoke to the Companions #z4is; and asked for their opinions

They all agreed to so whatever Rasiilullah Jz5.€4{> commanded

Allah 1% sent down Revelation promising that one of the two groups would become
theirs (the Qurayshi army or caravan)

Abii Sufyan realised the Muslims were close and diverted his caravan to a different route
Meanwhile the Muslims reached Badr from the north and the Qurayshi army from the

south.



