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دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم َّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  َّعََلَ ِّ

صَل   

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّصَل يتََّْعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  

دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  باَرِّكَّْعََلَ  

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّباَرَكْتََّعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For my mother & father



 

 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  
 

 

Contents 
Introduction ........................................................................................ 11 

Summary of Events in the 10th Year of Hijri ................................... 16 

Ḥadīth Jibrīl ......................................................................................... 19 

The Sariyyah of Usāmah ibn Zayd  to Ubnā ........................ 25 

The Early Signs ................................................................................... 27 

Increased Remembrance of Allāh  ............................... 29 

The Farewell Ḥajj ........................................................................... 31 

The Signs of Illness ............................................................................. 32 

Moving to the House of ʿĀ’ishah  ..................................... 33 

The Apostates ................................................................................. 34 

The Visit of Fāṭimah  .......................................................... 35 

The Final Week ................................................................................... 36 

The Bequest of Rasūlullāh  .......................................... 37 

The Final Sermon ............................................................................... 39 

The Final Ṣalāh of Rasūlullāh in the Masjid .................. 45 

The Army of Usāmah  ............................................................. 47 

The Medicine ....................................................................................... 48 

The Final Day ...................................................................................... 50 

The Final Visit of Abū Bakr  ............................................... 50 

The Conversation of ʿAlī & ʿAbbās  .................................. 51 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

10 | P a g e  
 

The Final Moments ............................................................................ 55 

Date of Expiry...................................................................................... 57 

News of Demise ................................................................................... 58 

The Arrival of Abū Bakr  ..................................................... 59 

The Sermon of Abū Bakr  ........................................................ 61 

The Gathering of the Anṣār............................................................... 66 

The Ghusl ............................................................................................. 67 

The Preparation for Burial ................................................................ 68 

The Funeral Prayer............................................................................. 71 

The Burial ............................................................................................ 74 

Summary of Events in the 11th Year of Hijri ................................... 76 

Summary.............................................................................................. 78 

Afterword ............................................................................................ 82 

Appendix A - Summary of the Makkan Period............................... 87 

Appendix B – Summary of the Madanī Period ............................... 88 

Appendix C – Paternal Uncles & Aunts of Rasūlullāh  89 

Appendix D – The Wives of Rasūlullāh  ......................... 90 

Appendix E – The Children of Rasūlullāh  ..................... 91 

Appendix F – The Grandchildren of Rasūlullāh  .......... 92 

Appendix G – From Birth to Prophethood ...................................... 93 

 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

11 | P a g e  
 

Introduction  
n the 9th Year of Hijri, the battle of Tabūk took place, which 
was the final battle in which Rasūlullāh  
participated. 

 
Rasūlullāh  had marched north with 30,000 Companions 
 to meet the Byzantine Army. Hiraqla, the Byzantine 
Emperor had mobilised an army after receiving false information 
that Rasūlullāh  had passed away and the Muslims were 
now weak, so it was the ideal time to attack. 
 
Information about the Byzantine army reached Rasūlullāh 
 and he gave the command to his Companions  to 
also get ready.  Normally Rasūlullāh  would only 
disclose this information closer to the time, but due to the long 
distance to be travelled and hot weather, the Companions  
were given ample time to prepare. 
 
Many of the Companions  donated much of their wealth for 
this campaign, however there were others who could not afford 
to equip themselves.  They would come to Rasūlullāh  
asking for assistance. Some Companions  would come to 
the aid of others and help equip them for the expedition. 
 
Once the army was ready, Rasūlullāh  left the blessed 
city of Madīnah.  There were a few Companions  who were 

I 
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not prepared at the time but were planning on joining Rasūlullāh 
 as soon as they were ready. 
 
Along the way, the Muslim army passed the dwellings of the 
people of Thamūd.  They were a nation who had been punished by 
Allāh  because they had not listened to their Prophet 
Ṣāliḥ .  Rasūlullāh  advised the Companions 
 to travel quickly through the area and not to use the water 
to drink or perform ablution. 
 
The days were hot, and the Muslim army reached the well of 
Tabūk where the water was running dry.  Rasūlullāh  
had advised the Companions  not to use the water.  The 
little water that was there, was collected in a utensil and 
Rasūlullāh  washed his blessed hands and face with it.  
The water was then poured back into the well.  Suddenly, the 
water started to gush forth and the whole army drank to their fill. 
 
The Muslim army stayed in Tabūk for 20 days but there was no 
confrontation with the Byzantine army.   During this time, the 
local tribes agreed truces with Rasūlullāh  after which 
he returned to Madīnah. 
 
As mentioned earlier, there were some Companions  who 
had not prepared for the expedition and as a result did not join 
Rasūlullāh .  Among these were Kaʿab ibn Mālik, 
Murārah ibn Rabīʿ and Hilāl ibn Ummayah . When they 
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came in the presence of Rasūlullāh  after his return, 
they presented no excuse.  Rasūlullāh  advised the other 
Companions  not to talk to them and that Allāh  
would decide their fate.  Fifty days later, Allāh  sent down 
Verses from Sūrah at-Tawbah announcing their forgiveness. 
 
The liberation of Makkah had been completed in the 8th year after 
the migration of Rasūlullāh  to Madīnah.  During that 
year and the 10th year, many Arab tribes sent delegations to 
Rasūlullāh .  That is why both of these years were called 
‘The Years of the Delegations’. 
 
Many of the tribes came and embraced Islām.  The first tribe to 
come and see Rasūlullāh  was the Hawāzin after the 
battle of Ḥunayn.  They had come to ask Rasūlullāh  if 
their people and livestock, which had been taken during the 
battle, could be returned.  Rasūlullāh  had waited some 
time before distributing the spoils and when the Hawāzin did not 
arrive, he went ahead and shared it out.  
 
When the Hawāzin eventually turned up, Rasūlullāh  
gave them a choice between their wealth and their people.  They 
chose their people.  All the captives were freed and returned. 
 
Among the other tribes, the Banū Thaqīf came and embraced 
Islām.  They were the same tribe who had taken refuge in the forts 
of Al-Ṭāif after the battle of Ḥunayn. 
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The Banū ʿĀmir also came with some of their leaders including, 
ʿĀmir ibn Ṭufayl and Irbad ibn Qays.  They hatched a plot to try 
and assassinate Rasūlullāh  but were unsuccessful.  The 
punishment of Allāh  came down upon the two leaders, 
and both perished. 
 
The Banū Ḥanīfah came with Musaylamah al-Kadhdhāb, the liar. 
He wanted Rasūlullāh  to appoint him as his successor, 
however his request was denied.  Musaylamah eventually met his 
end during the time of Abū Bakr  when Waḥshī  killed 
him with the same spear he had killed Ḥamzah . 
 
Arabia had now become united under Islām and in the 10th year, 
Rasūlullāh  made an announcement to perform Ḥajj.  
Rasūlullāh  only ever performed one Ḥajj after he 
migrated to Madīnah. 
 
Many Companions  joined him on this journey.  Some from 
Madīnah, whilst others joined along the way and the rest came to 
Makkah. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was accompanied by his wives  and 
his daughter Fāṭimah  on this journey.  He left Madīnah and 
went to Dhul Ḥulayfah where he entered into the state of Iḥrām.  
The Ishʿār and Qalādah of the sacrificial animals was also done 
here.  
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Along the journey, many more Companions  joined 
Rasūlullāh .  He entered Makkah on the 4th of Dhul Ḥijjah 
and made his way to the Masjid where he performed Ṭawāf of the 
Kaʿbah.   
 
During the compensatory ʿUmrah, Rasūlullāh   had 
ordered the Companions  to perform Raml.  This was done 
so the Quraysh could see the fever of Madīnah had not affected 
the Muslims, and even after a long journey they were still fit and 
strong.  The requirement to show the Quraysh was no longer 
present as they had entered the fold of Islām, however Allāh 
 liked this action so much, it now became one of the rites. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was mounted on his camel so people could 
see what he was doing.  He would do Istilām of Al-Ḥajr al-Aswad 
with his staff each time he would pass it, then kiss the staff. 
 
After completing the Ṭawāf, he read 2 Rakʿah behind Maqām 
Ibrāhīm then went to perform Saʿī.  After Saʿī he commanded all 
the Companions  who had not brought sacrificial animals 
to come out of Iḥrām.   
 
Four days later, on the 8th of Dhul Ḥijjah, Rasūlullāh  led 
the believers in his final Ḥajj.  On the 14th, he left Makkah for the 
last time and made his way to Madīnah.  
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Summary of Events in the 10th Year of Hijri 
There was a total of 17 events in this year. 
Month Event 
Rabīʿ al-Awwal Khālid ibn al-Walīd  was sent to 

the Banū ʿAbd al-Madān in Najrān. 
The delegation of Al-Ḥārith ibn Kaʿab 
came to Rasūlullāh . 
 

Shaʿbān 

 

ʿAdiy ibn Ḥātim al-Ṭā’ī came to 
Rasūlullāh  and embraced 
Islām. 
A delegation from Khawlān came as 
believers. 

Ramaḍān A delegation from Ghāmid came to 
Rasūlullāh . 
Rasūlullāh  performed 
Iʿtikāf for 20 days in this month and 
Jibrīl  went over the Qur’ān 
twice with Rasūlullāh . 
A delegation from Ghassān came to 
Rasūlullāh . 

ʿAlī  was sent to Yemen and the 
entire tribe of Hamdān embraced 
Islām upon his hand in a single day. 
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Shawwāl A delegation from Salāmān came to 
Rasūlullāh . 
 

Dhul Ḥijjah Rasūlullāh  performed the 
Farewell Ḥajj. 
ʿAlī  came from Najrān to 
Makkah to join Rasūlullāh  
for Ḥajj. 
On the day of ʿArafah, which was a 
Friday, during the Wuqūf, Allāh 
 sent down Verse 3 of Sūrah 
al-Māidah, confirming that the 
religion of Islām had now been 
perfected. 
Musaylamah the liar made a claim to 
Prophecy.  Rasūlullāh  saw a 
dream with him in it and Al-Aswad al-
ʿAnsī, which became true, as both 
were false Prophets. 
 

Other Events in this year Delegations from Al-Azd, Zubayd, 
ʿAbd al-Qays, Banū Ḥanīfah, Ṭayy, 
Kindah, Muḥārib, Rahāwīyyīn, ʿAbs, 
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Ṣadif, Qushayr ibn Kaʿab and Bujaylah 
came to Rasūlullāh . 
Ibrāhīm , the son of Rasūlullāh 
, passed away. 

On the day Ibrāhīm  passed 
away, there was a solar eclipse and 
Rasūlullāh  performed Ṣalāt 
al-Kusūf. 
Rasūlullāh  sent Abū Mūsā’ 
al-Ashʿarī and Muʿādh ibn Jabal  
to Yemen. 
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Ḥadīth Jibrīl 
 few days after returning from Ḥajj, Jibrīl  came to 
see Rasūlullāh  in the form of a human being. 
 

The narrations say a man came to visit Rasūlullāh  
whose clothes were intensely white, and hair was intensely black. 
There were no signs of travel upon him, so this indicated he 
wasn’t an outsider, but no one recognized him locally, so who was 
this person?  This incident is reported in many books of Ḥadīth 
including the Ṣaḥīḥayn and is called Ḥadīth Jibrīl. 
 

ولَُّ ََّقاَلََّقاَلََّرسَُ َّهُرَيرْةَ بِِّ
َ
ََِّّّعَنَّْأ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّاللّّٰ  

1 لوُهَُّ
َ
نَّْيسَْأ

َ
َّفَهَابوُهَُّأ َّ سَلوُنِّ َّ 

Abū Hurayrah  narrates that Rasūlullāh  said,  
‘Ask me (about matters pertaining to religion)’,  

but they (the Companions ) were too much overawed out 
of profound respect for him to ask him (anything). 

 
لٌَّفَجَلسَََّعِّندََّْرُكْبَتَيهَِّّْ  فَجَاءََّرجَُ

Meanwhile, a man came and sat near the knees of  
Rasūlullāh . 

 
1 Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 10 

A 
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ولَََّّ َِّّفَقَالََّياََّرسَُ مَاَّالإِّسْلَامََُّّاللّّٰ  

ِّاَّقاَلَََّّ َِّّلَاَّتشُِّْْكَُّب كََةَََّّللّّٰ َّالز  لَاةََّوَتؤُْتِِّ شَيئًْاَّوَتقُِّيمَُّالص   

وَتصَُومَُّرَمَضَانَََّّ  
He said, ‘O Rasūlullāh , what is Islām?’.  Rasūlullāh 

 replied, ‘You must not associate anything with Allāh, 
and establish Ṣalāḥ, pay the Zakāh and observe  

(the fasts) of Ramaḍān.’ 
قاَلََّصَدَقتَََّّْ  

He said, ‘You (have) told the truth.’ 
 

ولَََّّ ََِّّّقاَلََّياََّرسَُ يمَانََُّّاللّّٰ مَاَّالإِّ  
He then said, ‘O Rasūlullāh , what is Imān?’ 

 
ِّاَّقاَلََّ نَّْتؤُمِّْنََّب

َ
َِّّأ لِّهَِّّوَتؤُمِّْنَََّّللّّٰ ِّهَِّّوَرسُُ ِّهَِّّوَلِّقَائ ِّكَتِّهَِّّوَكِّتَاب وَمَلَائ

ِّهَِّّ ِّالقَْدَرَِّّكُ  َّوَتؤُمِّْنََّب ِّالَْْعْثِّ  ب
Rasūlullāh  said, ‘That you affirm your faith in Allāh, 
His Angels, His Books, His Meeting, His Apostles, and that you 

believe in Resurrection and that you believe in Qadr  
(Divine Decree) in all its entirety.’ 
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قاَلََّصَدَقتَََّّْ  
He said, ‘You (have) told the truth.’ 

 

ولَََّّ َِّّقاَلََّياََّرسَُ سَانََُّّاللّّٰ مَاَّالإِّحْ  
He then said, ‘O Rasūlullāh , what is Iḥsān?’ 

 
نَّْتََشََََّّْقاَلََّ

َ
ََّأ ِّن هَُّيرََاكَََّّاللّّٰ ِّن كََّإِّنَّْلَاَّتكَُنَّْترََاهَُّفإَ ن كََّترََاهَُّفإَ

َ
كَأ  

Rasūlullāh  said, ‘That you fear Allāh as if you are 
seeing Him, and though you see Him not, verily He is seeing you.’ 

 
قاَلََّصَدَقتَََّّْ  

He said, ‘You (have) told the truth.’ 
 

ولَََّّ َِّّقاَلََّياََّرسَُ اعَةََُّّاللّّٰ مَتَََّتَقُومَُّالس   
He said, ‘When will the hour of doom (Qiyāmah) take place?’ 
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ِّلََِّّّقاَلََّ ائ مََّمِّنََّالس 
عْلَ
َ
ِّأ مَاَّالمَْسْئُولَُّعَنهَْاَّب  

هَاَّ اطِّ شَْْ
َ
ثكََُّعَنَّْأ ِّ حَد 

ُ
أ وسََ  

Rasūlullāh  said, ‘The one who is being asked about it, 
is no better informed than the inquirer himself, I will tell you 

some of the signs.’ 
 

هَا اطِّ شَْْ
َ
َّرَب هَاَّفذََاكََّمِّنَّْأ ُ ةََّتلَِِّ

َ
يتََّْالمَْرأْ

َ
 إِّذَاَّرأَ

‘When you see a slave (woman) giving birth to her master - that 
is one of the signs.’ 

 

َّ رضِّْ
َ
َّالْْكُْمََّمُلُوكََّالأ م  يتََّْالُْْفَاةََّالعُْرَاةََّالصُّ

َ
 وَإِذَاَّرأَ

هَاَّ اطِّ شَْْ
َ
فذََاكََّمِّنَّْأ  

‘When you see barefooted, naked, deaf, and dumb (ignorant and 
foolish persons) as the rulers of the earth, 

that is one of its signs.’ 
َّ هَاَّفِِّ اطِّ شَْْ

َ
َّفذََاكََّمِّنَّْأ َّالْْنُيَْانِّ َّيَتَطَاوَلوُنََّفِِّ ءََّالَْْهْمِّ يتََّْرِّعََ

َ
وَإِذَاَّرأَ

َّإِّلا َّ َّلَاَّيَعْلَمُهُن  َُّخََسٍَّْمِّنََّالغَْيبِّْ َّاللّّٰ  
‘And when you see the shepherds of black camels exult in 

buildings - that is one of its signs. The (Doom) is one of the five 
things (wrapped) in the unseen.  

No one knows them except Allāh.’ 
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َََّّّ
َ
َّقَرَأ ََّ إِّن ََّّثُم  ََّّاللّّٰ ِّلَُّالغَْيثََّْوَيَعْلَمَُّمَاَّفِِّ اعَةَِّّوَيُنَ  عِّندَْهَُّعِّلمَُّْالس 

بَُّغَدًاَّومََاَّتدَْرِّيَّنَفْسٌَّ َّومََاَّتدَْرِّيَّنَفْسٌَّمَاذَاَّتكَْسِّ امِّ رحَْ
َ
الأ

2 َّعَلِّيمٌَّخَبِّيٌَّ َ َّاللّ  رضٍَّْتَمُوتَُّإِّن 
َ
َّأ ى ِّ

َ
ِّأ  ب

 
Then Rasūlullāh  recited (the following Verse): 

“Verily Allāh! with Him alone is the knowledge of the hour and 
He it is Who sends down the rain and knows that which is in the 

wombs and no person knows whatsoever he shall earn on 
morrow and a person knows not in whatsoever land he shall die. 

Verily Allāh is Knowing, Aware.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 Sūrah Luqmān Verse 34 

javascript:openquran(30,34,34)
javascript:openquran(30,34,34)
javascript:openquran(30,34,34)
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ولَُّ لَُّفَقَالََّرسَُ َّقاَمََّالر جُ َِّّقاَلََّثُم  صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّاللّّٰ  

َََّّّ ردُُّوهَُّعََلَ   
Abū Hurayrah  said: Then the person stood up (and left). 

Rasūlullāh  said ‘Bring him back to me.’ 

 
فاَلُْْمِّسََّفَلَمَّْيََِّدُوهََُّّ  

He was searched for, but they (the Companions )  
could not find him. 

 

ولَُّ َِّّفَقَالََّرسَُ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمََّّاللّّٰ  

لوُاََّّ
َ
نَّْتَعَل مُواَّإِّذَّْلمََّْتسَْأ

َ
رَادََّأ

َ
بِّْْيلَُّأ َّهَذَاَّجِّ  

Rasūlullāh  thereupon said, ‘He was Jibrīl  and he 
wanted to teach you (things pertaining to religion) when you did 

not ask (them yourselves).’ 
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The Sariyyah of Usāmah ibn Zayd  to 
Ubnā 

asūlullāh  spent Dhul Ḥijjah and Muḥarram in 
Madīnah.  It was now the month of Ṣafar.  On the 26th, 
Rasūlullāh  gave the command to send an army 

to confront the Romans towards Ubnā, which was the location of 
the battle of Mu’tah.  The battle had taken place near Kerak in 
southern Jordan, which was more than 500 miles north of 
Madīnah. 
 

 
Figure 1 - Mu'tah 

During this battle, three prominent Companions of Rasūlullāh 
 were martyred.  Zayd ibn Ḥārithah , the father of 

R 
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Usāmah , Jaʿfar , the paternal cousin of Rasūlullāh 
 and ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah . 
 

 
Figure 2 - Site of the battle of Mu'tah 

This was the final Sariyyah which Rasūlullāh  sent and 
he appointed Usāmah ibn Zayd  as commander of the army, 
even though he was very young. 
 
Many of the illustrious Companions , from the early 
migrants as well as the Anṣār participated in this expedition.  The 
army assembled just outside of Madīnah, but due to the illness of 
Rasūlullāh , the army did not proceed towards their 
destination. 
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The Early Signs 
asūlullāh  had returned to Madīnah after 
performing the Farewell Ḥajj.  He now started preparing 
for his final journey which would be from this world into 

the hereafter. 
 
Rasūlullāh  busied himself in glorifying and praising 
Allāh  as well as asking for His forgiveness.   
 
The first sign that Rasūlullāh  received from Allāh 
 indicating his time to leave this world was drawing near, 
was the Revelation of Surah An-Naṣr 
 

َّ ُ َِّّإِّذَاَّجَاءََّٓنصَۡر لرفَترحََُّّاللّّٰ  ١وٱَ

 َّ َّدِّينِّ خُلوُنََّفِِّ يرتََّٱلن اسََّيدَر
َ
َِّّوَرأَ فرواَجًاََّّاللّّٰ

َ
 ٢أ

فِّررهَُّ  تَغر سر ِّكََّوٱَ َّرَب  دِّ مَر َّبِِّ ِّحر َۢاَّكََنَََّّۥ َّإِّن هَُّفسََب  ٣3َّتوَ ابَ
 

“(O Prophet,) When there comes Allāh’s help and the Victory, 
(1) And you see people entering Allāh’s (approved) religion in 
multitudes, (2) Then pronounce the Purity and Praise of your 

Lord and seek forgiveness from Him.  
Surely, He is Ever-Relenting. (3)” 

 
3 Sūrah an-Naṣr 

R 
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There is a narration in Zarqānī, which mentions when Jibrīl  
came with this Sūrah, Rasūlullāh  said ‘O Jibrīl, I have 
been given news about my death in this Sūrah.’ 
 
Jibrīl  replied: 
 

4 لَّٰ ُور َّل كََّمِّنََّالار ٌ رةََُّخَير خِّٰ  وَلَـلار
“Surely the Hereafter is much better for you  

than the present life.” 

 
There were a number of signs which had come to pass, showing 
that Rasūlullāh  had completed his mission on this 
earth. Some of these were: 
 
➢ The help and victory of Allāh  had come 
➢ Disbelief and polytheism had been vanquished 
➢ The message of Allāh  had been delivered to 

the world 
➢ The religion of Islām had been perfected 
➢ People were entering into Islām in droves  

 
4 Sūrah aḍ-Ḍuḥā’ verse 4 
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Now that the mission of Rasūlullāh  had been 
accomplished, it was time for him to prepare for the everlasting 
hereafter. 
 
Increased Remembrance of Allāh  
Rasūlullāh  would now read the following supplications 
whilst he was sitting, standing, coming, or going: 

َّاللّٰهََُّّسُبحَْانكَََّ كََّم  َمْدِّ رَب نَاَّوََّبِِّ  

يمَّْم َّللّٰهَُّاََّ ِّن كََّانَتََّْالْوَ ابَُّالرحَِّ َّا َّوََّتبَُّْعََل  ْ اغْفِّرَّْلِِّ  
 

‘Glory be to You O Allāh, Our Lord and all Praise be to You,  
O Allāh forgive me and accept repentance from me,  
indeed, You are the most Forgiving, most Merciful.’ 

 
He would also recite: 
 

ََِّّّسُبحَْانََّ َِّّاسَْتَغْفِّرَُّاللّّٰ ه َمْدِّ ََََّّّوََّبِِّ توُبَُّْإِّلََهَِّّْاللّّٰ
َ
َّوأَ  

‘Glory be to Allāh, and Praise be to Him. I seek forgiveness from 
Allāh, and I turn to Him in repentance.’ 

 

كَََّّم َّاللّٰهََُّّسُبحَْانكَََّ َمْدِّ توُبَُّْإِّلََكََّْوََّبِِّ
َ
اسَْتَغْفِّركََُّوأَ  

‘Glory be to You O Allāh and all Praise be to You,  
I seek forgiveness from You, and I turn to You in repentance.’ 
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On one occasion Fāṭimah  came to visit her father 
Rasūlullāh . He sat her down and said:  
 

َّسَنَةٍَّمَر ةًَّ َّالقُْرْآنََّكُُ  بِّْْيلََّكََنََّيُعَارِّضُنِِّ َّجِّ  إِّن 
5 جَلَِّّ

َ
َّأ رَاهَُّإِّلا َّحَضَََ

ُ
َّوَلَاَّأ تيَِّْْ َّالعَْامََّمَر   َّوَإِن هَُّعََرضََنِِّ

 
‘Jibrīl  used to come and revise the Qur’ān with me once 
every year, and this year he has revised it with me twice.  And I 

do not see except, my time to leave is approaching.’ 
   

 
5 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 3624 
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The Farewell Ḥajj 
During the Farewell Ḥajj, Allāh  Revealed the Verse: 
 

َّ ر مَتَِّ ِّعر َّن تَُّعَليَركُمر َّوَاََّترمَمر نَكُمر َّدِّير مَلرتَُّلَـكُمر وَرمََّاكَر اََّلَر
6 نًا لَامََّدِّير ِّسر يرتَُّلَـكُمَُّالار  وَرضَِّ

 
“Today, I have perfected your religion for you, and have 

completed My blessing upon you, and chosen Islām as a Dīn 
(religion and a way of life) for you.” 

 
When this Verse was Revealed, Rasūlullāh  realised this 
was a sign from above.  During the Farewell Ḥajj, he would 
mention in his sermons, that maybe they would not meet again 
after this.  The advice he would impart, would be like a person 
who was about to leave.  He bade farewell to his faithful followers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Sūrah al-Mā’idah Verse 3 
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The Signs of Illness 
uring the final 10 days of the month of Ṣafar, one-night 
Rasūlullāh  got up and woke his servant Abū 
Muwayhibah , and told him he had been 

commanded to go and pray for the people of Baqīʿ.  Abū 
Muwayhibah  was to accompany him. 
 
Rasūlullāh  and Muwayhibah , made their way to 
the cemetery and Rasūlullāh  prayed for the deceased.  
He then turned to Abū Muwayhibah  and told him that he 
had been given a choice between a long life in this world with its 
keys and treasures, followed by paradise, or to meet his Lord and 
paradise (immediately).  Abū Muwayhibah  urged 
Rasūlullāh  to select the first choice, but Rasūlullāh 
 accepted the second.  When Rasūlullāh  
returned from Baqīʿ, he suddenly fell ill, developing a headache 
and fever. 
 
That day was a Wednesday, and Rasūlullāh  was staying 
with Maymūnah .  As per the normal practice of Rasūlullāh 
, he continued to stay with each of his wives when it was 
their allotted day, even though he was ill.   
 
  

D 
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Moving to the House of ʿĀ’ishah  
Rasūlullāh  remained unwell for a number of days.  
When his illness became more severe, he sought permission from 
his wives and went to stay at the house of ʿĀ’ishah .  He 
moved to her residence on a Monday, and the following Monday 
Rasūlullāh  breathed his last in this world. 
 

ولََّ َّرسَُ ن 
َ
بِّيهَِّّأ

َ
َِّّعَنَّْهِّشَامٍَّعَنَّْأ اَّكََنَََّّاللّّٰ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّلمَ 

ِّهَِّّوَيَقُولَُّ ِّسَائ َّن هَِّّجَعَلََّيدَُورَُّفِِّ َّمَرضَِّ َّفِِّ  

ناََّغَدًاََّّ
َ
يْنََّأ

َ
ناََّغَدًاَّأ

َ
يْنََّأ

َ
ِّشَةَََّّأ َّعََئ َّبَيتِّْ

حِّرصًْاَّعََلَ  
7 َّسَكَنََّ اَّكََنََّيوَْمِِّ ِّشَةَُّفلََم   َّقاَلتََّْعََئ

 
Hishām narrates from his father that when Rasūlullāh  
was in his (final) illness, he started visiting his wives and would 

say ‘Where will I be tomorrow, where will I be tomorrow’, 
anxious to be in the house of ʿĀ’ishah .   

ʿĀ’ishah  says, ‘When it was my day, Rasūlullāh  
became silent (he no longer asked the question).’ 

 

بكرَّأبَِّبنتَّعَئشة  
 

7 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 3774 
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The Apostates 
The final illness of Rasūlullāh  lasted for around 13 or 14 
days.  He spent the final week of his worldly life in the house of 
ʿĀ’ishah . During this illness, Rasūlullāh  received 
news that Aswad al-ʿAnsī, Musaylamah al-Kadhdhāb and 
Ṭulayḥāh al-Asadī had claimed prophethood and people were 
turning away from Islām.   
 
Rasūlullāh  emphasised to the Companions  that 
these people must be dealt with in the relevant manner and sent 
a group of Anṣār to confront Aswad al-ʿAnsī.  One day before 
Rasūlullāh  passed away, the rebellion of the false 
prophet Aswad al-ʿAnsī was put to an end and he was no more. 
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The Visit of Fāṭimah  
During his final days, Rasūlullāh  called his daughter 
Fāṭimah . The following Ḥadīth narrates what happened: 

َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّ ُّ ِّشَةَََّّرضىَّاللَّّعنهاََّّقاَلتََّْدَعَََّالن بِِّ عَنَّْعََئ
َّ ءٍَّفَبَكَتَّْثُم  ِّشََْ اَّب ِّيَّقُبِّضََّفِّيهَِّّفَسَار هَ

َّشَكْوَاهَُّالَّ  مَةََّابنَْتَهَُّفِِّ فاَطِّ
ِّكََّ لُْْهَاَّعَنَّْذَل

َ
كَتَّْقاَلتََّْفَسَأ اَّفضََحِّ ََّّدَعََهَاَّفَسَار هَ نِّ فَقَالتََّْسَار 

ِّيَّ عِّهَِّّالَّ  َّوجََ ن هَُّيُقْبَضَُّفِِّ
َ
َّأ نِّ خْبََْ

َ
َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّفَأ ُّ الن بِِّ

تْبَعُهَُّ
َ
َّبيَتِّْهَِّّأ هْلِّ

َ
لَُّأ و 

َ
َّأ نّ ِّ

َ
َّأ نِّ خْبََْ

َ
َّفَأ نِّ َّسَار  ََّفِّيهَِّّفَبَكَيتَُّْثُم  ِّ

توُُفّ 
8 كْتَُّ  فضََحِّ

‘ʿĀ’ishah  narrates that Rasūlullāh  called his 
daughter Fāṭimah  whilst he was in his illness, in which he 
passed away. He told her a secret and she cried.  He then called 
her and told her another secret and she laughed.   When I asked 
her about that, she said that Rasūlullāh  had secretly 
informed me that he would pass away in his fatal illness, so I 

cried.  Then he secretly told me that I would be the first of his 
family to join him, so I laughed.’ 

 
6 months after Rasūlullāh  passed away, his daughter 
Fāṭimah  also left this world. 

 
8 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 3625 
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The Final Week 
s mentioned earlier, the final days of the life of Rasūlullāh 
 were spent in the house of ʿĀ’ishah . 
 

Around four days before the demise of Rasūlullāh , on 
the Thursday his health deteriorated.  Some of the Companions 
 were in his room at the time.  Rasūlullāh  asked 
them to bring some paper, ink, and pen so a bequest could be 
written for the people after which they would not go astray.   
 
When the Companions  heard this, there was a 
disagreement between themselves as to whether they should 
bring Rasūlullāh  what he had requested or not. 
 
ʿUmar  said that Rasūlullāh  wasn’t well.  Due 
to the severity of his pain, it wouldn’t be appropriate to 
put him through any difficulty.  They have got the 
book of Allāh  (which would save them 
from going astray) and that would be enough. 
 
Some of the Companions  agreed with ʿUmar  whilst 
others said they should bring the items which Rasūlullāh 
 has requested and the bequest should be written.  Their 
reasoning was that Rasūlullāh  was free from sin and he 
would never say anything which other people might say during 
illness.  Therefore, his request should be completed. 

A 
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The disagreement started to become vocal so Rasūlullāh 
 requested that the Companions  leave.   
 
The Bequest of Rasūlullāh  
After a while, even though Rasūlullāh  was in severe 
pain, he left a verbal bequest of 3 things: 
 
❖ There should be no polytheists in the Arabian Peninsula 

❖ Whenever any delegations leave, they should be given a 

gift in the same way he used to give them gifts 

❖ Rasūlullāh  remained silent on the 3rd bequest or 

the narrator forgot what he had said 

Some of the opinions are that the 3rd request was as follows: 
 
❖ They should act upon the Qur’ān 

❖ The army of Usāmah  should be sent 

❖ After Rasūlullāh  passes away, his grave must 

not be made a place of worship 

❖ Remain steadfast on your Ṣalāh 

❖ Look after your slaves. 
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We can never be sure whether Rasūlullāh  asked for the 
ink and pen to write down the same advice as above or whether it 
was something else.  Allāh  knows best. 
 
After the incident with the ink and pen, the Companions  
left as per the request of Rasūlullāh .  Rasūlullāh 
 then rested a while and felt a little better. The severity 
of his pain had eased a little.   
 
At Ẓuhr time, he requested that 7 water skins from different wells 
in Madīnah be poured over his head. Maybe this would ease his 
pain and he could then advise people.  As per his command, the 
water was poured over his head, and this brought him some relief.   
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The Final Sermon 
asūlullāh  made his way to the Masjid supported 
by ʿAlī and ʿAbbās  and led Ẓuhr Ṣalāt.  He then 
delivered a sermon which would be the final time he 

addressed his faithful Companions . 
 
Rasūlullāh  climbed upon the pulpit.  He began by 
praising and glorifying Allāh  then mentioned the 
Companions  who had been martyred in the battle of Uḥud. 
He supplicated for them and asked Allāh  for their 
forgiveness.   
 
Rasūlullāh  now addressed the Muhājirūn and said they 
will be in the majority and the Anṣār will be less.  He mentioned 
how the Anṣār gave him a home, so be good to those who are good 
and pious, and be lenient to those who make mistakes. 
 
Rasūlullāh  then said, ‘O people, Allāh  has 
given a choice to one of his slaves, that he chooses the blessings 
of this world or the blessings which are near his Lord (meaning 
the hereafter) and this person has chosen the blessings which are 
near his Lord.’ 
 
 
 
 

R 
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Upon hearing this, Abū Bakr  realised that this slave who 
Rasūlullāh  was talking about was none other than 
Rasūlullāh  himself, so Abū Bakr  started to cry.  
Rasūlullāh , asked him to remain firm and then signalled 
that all of the doors of the Masjid be closed.  Only the door of Abū 
Bakr  should be kept open.   
 
Rasūlullāh  then mentioned that the person who had 
done the most good to him was Abū Bakr .  Whosoever had 
done any favour to Rasūlullāh , he had repaid it except 
Abū Bakr .  Allāh  will give him his due on the day 
of Judgement.  
 
Rasūlullāh  praised Abū Bakr  in a way in which no 

other Companion  was equal to him.  
This was done so the people would see 

the high status of Abū Bakr  and 
there would be no disagreement in 
who would be the successor after 
Rasūlullāh .  To emphasise 

this, he gave the responsibility of 
leading Ṣalāh to Abū Bakr . 

 
In this sermon, Rasūlullāh  also said the army of Usāmah 
 should be quickly dispatched.  He knew some people did not 
approve of the leadership of Usāmah  (Ibn Saʿad mentions 
they were from the hypocrites) as they questioned why a younger 
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person had been appointed in the presence of elders.  Rasūlullāh 
 mentioned how these people also had the same 
reservations when his father Zayd  was given leadership.  
Rasūlullāh  then said ‘I swear by Allāh that his father 
Zayd  was worthy of leadership and after him, his son 
Usāmah  as well.  And they are from those who are loved by 
me.’ 
 
Rasūlullāh  then mentioned how the Jews and 
Christians had made the graves of their Prophets into places of 
worship.  This was a warning to the people to ensure they do not 
do the same.  

 
ولََّ َّرسَُ ن 

َ
َّيسََارٍَّأ َِّّعَنَّْعَطَاءَِّّبنِّْ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّقاَلَََّّاللّّٰ  

َّغَضَبََُّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّ َّ َِّّلَاَّتََعَْلَّْقبَِّْْيَّوَثَنًاَّيُعْبَدَُّاشْتَد  َّقوَْمٍََّّاللّّٰ عََلَ
9 دََّ ِّهِّمَّْمَسَاجِّ نبِّْيَائ

َ
ذَُواَّقُبُورََّأ  اتَ 

 
ʿAṭā’ ibn Yasār  narrates that Rasūlullāh  said,  

‘O Allāh! Do not make my grave an idol that is worshipped.  
The anger of Allāh on those people who took the graves of their 

Prophets as places of prostration was terrible.’ 
 

 
9 Mūwaṭṭa Imām Mālik Book 9 Ḥadīth 419 
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Rasūlullāh  then told the people that he had been 
informed they were worried about his death.  He asked them, has 
any Prophet before him stayed forever with his people?  
Allāh  says:  
 

10 ََّ ُلِر ِّنَّقَبرلِّكََّٱلۡر َّم   ومََاَّجَعَلرنَاَّلِّبشٍََْ
“We did not assign immortality to any human (even) before 

you.” 
 

11 لَُّ َّمِّنَّقَبرلِّهَِّّٱلرُّسُ َّخَلتَر ولٌَّقدَر َّرسَُ دٌَّإِّلا   ومََاَّمَُُم 
 

“Muḥammad () is but a Messenger,  
there have been Messengers before him.” 

 
Rasūlullāh  was going to meet Allāh  and 
everyone else is also going to meet Him.   
 
Rasūlullāh  now made a bequest to the Muslims that 
they treat the early migrants kindly.  He then made a bequest to 
the early migrants that they remain steadfast on Taqwā’ (piety) 
and ʿAmal Ṣāliḥ (good deeds) because Allāh  has said: 
 

 
10 Sūrah al-Anbiyā’ Verse 34 
11 Sūrah Āl-ʿImrān Verse 144 
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َِّّ لرعَصۡر ١َّوٱَ ٍ َّخُسۡر ٰـنََّلفَِِّ ِّنسَ
َّٱلإر  ٢إِّن 

 َِّّ َق 
ِّٱلْر َّوَتوََاصَوراَّْب ٰـتِّ ٰـلِّحَ مِّلوُاَّْٱلص  ِّينََّءَامَنُواَّْوعََ

َّٱلَّ   إِّلا 

ََِّّّ بْر ِّٱلص  ٣12وَتوََاصَوراَّْب
 

“I swear by the Time, (1) Man is in a state of loss indeed, (2) 
Except those who believed and did righteous deeds, and 

exhorted each other to follow truth,  
and exhorted each other to observe patience. (3)”  

 
Rasūlullāh  told the Muslims to treat the Anṣār with 
kindness.  They had given Islām a refuge and included others in 
their houses, lands, orchards, and fruits. Despite their hunger and 
hard times, they gave preference to others.  Allāh  says 
with regards to the Anṣār: 
   

13 َّخَصَاصَةٌَّ ِّهِّمر َّكََنََّب َّوَلوَر هِّمر َّانَرفُسِّ ٰٓ
ِّرُونََّعََلَ ث  وَيُؤر

“And (they) give preference (to them) over themselves, even 
though they are in poverty.” 

 
 

 
12 Sūrah Al-ʿAṣr 
13 Sūrah Al-Ḥashr Verse 9 
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The final advice of Rasūlullāh  in this sermon was that 
he was leaving this world before them.  They would meet him 
again and there meeting place would be the fountain of Al-
Kauthar. 
 
After this, he climbed down from the pulpit and went into his 
room. 
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The Final Ṣalāh of Rasūlullāh in the 
Masjid  

asūlullāh  continued to come to the Masjid and 
led Ṣalāḥ, whilst he had the strength to do so.  The final 
Ṣalāh which he led standing, was Maghrib on the 

Thursday, 4 days before his demise. 
 

َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّ  َ َّقاَلتََّْسَمِّعْتَُّالنَ بِِّ َّالَْْارِّثِّ ِّنتِّْ َّب َّالفَْضْلِّ مِّ 
ُ
عَنَّْأ

َّ َّالمَْغْرِّبِّ َّفِِّ
ُ
 وسلمَّيَقْرَأ

14 َُّ َّقَبَضَهَُّاللّّٰ َّلَناََّبَعْدَهَاَّحَتََ  َّمَاَّصَلَى  َّعُرفْاً}ثُمَ   {المُْرسَْلَاتِّ
 

Umm al-Faḍl bint al-Ḥārith  narrates,  
‘I heard the Prophet  reciting  

(Sūrah al-Mursalāti ʿUrfan) in the Maghrib prayer,  
and after that prayer he did not lead us in any prayer until Allāh 

 took his soul.’ 
 
When the time for ʿIshā Ṣalāh arrived, Rasūlullāh  asked 
whether the people had prayed.  He was told they were waiting 
for him.  Rasūlullāh  then tried to get up a number of 
times, but due to the severity of his condition, he kept on losing 
consciousness.   

 
14 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4429 

R 
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Rasūlullāh  eventually told the people to tell Abū Bakr 
 that Rasūlullāh  has ordered him to lead the Ṣalāh 
on his behalf.  
 
ʿĀ’ishah  told Rasūlullāh  that her father had a 
very soft heart and would not be able to lead Ṣalāh because of how 
upset he would be.  Due to his weeping, the congregation would 
be unable to listen to his recitation. She requested that ʿUmar 
 be asked to lead the Ṣalāh instead. 
 
Rasūlullāh  insisted that it should be Abū Bakr  to 
lead the Ṣalāh, hence he began to lead. 
 
On the Saturday or Sunday, the health of 
Rasūlullāh  improved.  He went 
to the Masjid supported by ʿAlī and 
ʿAbbās . At that time Abū Bakr 
 was leading Ẓuhr Ṣalāh.  
Rasūlullāh  went and sat to the 
right of Abū Bakr .    Rasūlullāh 
 then led the rest of the Ṣalāh.  
So now Abū Bakr  was reading 
behind Rasūlullāh  and the rest 
of the congregation were following the 
Takbīr of Abū Bakr .  This was the 
final Ṣalāh Rasūlullāh  led, and 
the final time he came to the Masjid.  
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The Army of Usāmah  
n the Saturday, Usāmah  and the other Companions 
 who were getting ready to set off on an expedition 
came to see Rasūlullāh .  They bade farewell and 

gathered in Juruf. 
 
Due to the condition of Rasūlullāh  they did not proceed. 
On the Sunday, the health of Rasūlullāh  deteriorated. 
As soon as Usāmah  found out, he went back to Madīnah to 
see Rasūlullāh  again. 
 
Usāmah  saw that Rasūlullāh  could not speak.  He 
bowed down and kissed the blessed forehead of Rasūlullāh 
.  Rasūlullāh  raised both his arms up towards 
the heavens, then placed them on Usāmah .  Usāmah  
realised that Rasūlullāh  was supplicating for him.  After 
a while Usāmah  returned to Juruf. That was their last 
meeting. 
  

O 
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The Medicine 
he Companions  thought that Rasūlullāh  
was suffering from pleurisy.  This condition causes severe 
chest pains and worsens when breathing.  To treat 

Rasūlullāh , they gave him some medicine. 
 

ََِّّّعَنَّْعُبَيدَِّّْ ََّّاللّّٰ َّعَبدِّْ َِّّبنِّْ ولَََّّاللّّٰ دْناََّرسَُ ِّشَةَُّلَََ ََِّّّقاَلََّقاَلتََّْعََئ َّاللّّٰ
يَُّإِّلََنَْاَّ عَلََّيشُِّ هَِّّوجََ َّمَرضَِّ ََّّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّفِِّ ونِّ َّلَاَّتلَُُِّ
فاَقََّقاَلََّ

َ
اَّأ وَاءَِّّفَلَم  ِّالَ  َّب نْهَكُمََّّْقاَلََّفَقُلنَْاَّكَرَاهِّيَةَُّالمَْرِّيضِّ

َ
لمََّْأ

َ
أ

َّ ونِّ نَّْتلَُُِّ
َ
وَاءََِّّّأ ِّلِ  ولََُّّ.قاَلََّقُلنَْاَّكَرَاهِّيَةٌَّل َِّّفَقَالََّرسَُ صلىَّاللََّّّاللّّٰ

نظُْرََُّّإِّلا َّالعَْب اسَََّّعليهَّوسلمَّ
َ
ناََّأ
َ
ََّّوأَ حَدٌَّإِّلا َّلَُ 

َ
لَاَّيَبقَََّْمِّنكُْمَّْأ

ِّن هَُّلمََّْيشَْهَدْكُمَّْ  .15فإَ

 
ʿĀ’ishah  said, ‘We poured medicine into the mouth of 

Rasūlullāh  during his illness, and he pointed out to us 
intending to say, ‘Don't pour medicine into my mouth.’ We 

thought that his refusal was out of the aversion a patient usually 
has for medicine. When he improved and felt a bit better, he said 
(to us.) ‘Didn't I forbid you to pour medicine into my mouth?’ We 

said, ‘We thought (you did so) because of the aversion, one 

 
15 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 6897 

T 
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usually has for medicine.’ Rasūlullāh  said, ‘All of you 
will drink the medicine, and I will watch you, except ʿAbbās 

, for he did not witness this act of yours.’ 
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The Final Day 
t was now Monday.  Rasūlullāh  had been ill for close 
to two weeks.  In the morning, Rasūlullāh  opened 
the curtain in his room and looked inside the Masjid.  He saw 

the Companions  were stood in rows reading Fajr Ṣalāh.  He 
looked at them and smiled.  
 
Abū Bakr  thought he would move back from where he was 
leading the Ṣalāh but Rasūlullāh  made a gesture to him, 
telling him to continue. 
   
Due to extreme weakness, Rasūlullāh  could not stand 
up properly.  He closed the curtain and went back inside.   
 
This was the last time the Companions  would see 
Rasūlullāh . 
 
The Final Visit of Abū Bakr  
As per the command of Rasūlullāh , Abū Bakr  was 
leading the Ṣalāh.  On the Monday morning after completing Fajr, 
Abū Bakr  went to see Rasūlullāh  who was staying 
in the room of his daughter ʿĀ’ishah . 
 
Abū Bakr  addressed his daughter and said that Rasūlullāh 
 seems to be at peace. The discomfort that he was 
experiencing before seemed to have gone.  

I 
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Abū Bakr  had two wives, one of whom, Ḥabībah bint 
Khārijah ,  lived outside of Madīnah. Abū Bakr  was 
due to visit Ḥabībah bint Khārijah ,  as it was her turn that 
day.  Before he went, he requested permission from Rasūlullāh 
.  Rasūlullāh  approved the request.   
 
ʿAlī  came out of the room of Rasūlullāh  and the 
Companions  enquired about his health.  ʿAlī  said 
that Rasūlullāh  was feeling quite well.  Upon hearing 
the answer, the Companions  got some peace of mind and 
dispersed.   
 
The Conversation of ʿAlī & ʿAbbās  
ʿAbbās  , the paternal uncle of Rasūlullāh , took 
ʿAlī  by the hand and spoke to him.  ʿAlī  was also the 
paternal nephew of ʿAbbās .  
 

نتََّْوََّ
َ
لَاَّترََاهَُّأ

َ
َِّّالعَْب اسَُّفَقَالََّأ ه خَذََّبِّيَدِّ

َ
ََِّّّفَأ َّعَبدََُّّْاللّّٰ بَعْدََّالث لَاثِّ

ََِّّّالعَْصَاَّوََّ ولَََّّاللّّٰ رَىَّرسَُ
ُ
َّلأ َِّّإِّنّ ِّ ََّّاللّّٰ َّفِِّ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّسَيُتَوَفّ 

ِّنَاَّ َّالمَْوتََّْفاَذهَْبَّْب لِّبِّ َّالمُْط  َّعَبدِّْ َِّّبنَِِّ وه َّوجُُ رِّفَُّفِِّ عْ
َ
َّلأ عِّهَِّّوَإِنّ ِّ وجََ
َّ ولِّ َِّّإِّلََِّرسَُ مْرََُّّاللّّٰ

َ
لَََُّفِّيمَنَّْيكَُونَُّالأ

َ
صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّفنََسْأ

ِّنَا وصَََّْب
َ
مَرْناَهَُّفَأ

َ
َّغَيِّْناََّأ ِّكََّوَإِنَّْكََنََّفِِّ قاَلَََّّ.فإَِّنَّْكََنََّفِّينَاَّعَلِّمْنَاَّذَل
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َّوََّ ٌّ ََِّّّعََلِّ ولَََّّاللّّٰ لْناَهَاَّرسَُ
َ
َِّّلَئِّنَّْسَأ صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّفَيَمْنَعُنَاَّلَاََّّاللّّٰ

لهَُا
َ
سْأ
َ
َّلَاَّأ بدًَاَّوَإِنّ ِّ

َ
ينَاهَاَّالن اسَُّأ  يُعْطِّ

16 بدًَا
َ
ََِّّّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّأ ولََّاللّّٰ  َّرسَُ

 
ʿAbbās  took an oath on Allāh  and told ʿAlī  
that after three days, there would be another ruler over them.  
ʿAbbās  thought that Rasūlullāh  would pass away 
in this illness and he recognised the signs of death on the faces of 

the children of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib. He 
asked ʿAlī  to go with him so 

they could ask who his successor 
would be.  If it is one of them, then 
they would find out.  If it was 
someone other than them, 

Rasūlullāh  will tell them 
who it will be. 

 
ʿAlī  replied, if they asked Rasūlullāh  and he said 
no to them, the people would never give the Khilāfah to them.  He 
then took an oath on Allāh  that he would never ask 
Rasūlullāh  about it. 
 
  

 
16 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 6266 
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The Companions  had left thinking the health of Rasūlullāh 
 had improved.  However, he was now entering his final 
moments in this world. 
 
Rasūlullāh  had laid down with his head in the lap of 
ʿĀ’ishah .  Her brother ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān  arrived and 
he had a siwāk (tooth stick) in his hand.   
 
Rasūlullāh  started looking at the siwāk.   ʿ Ā’ishah  
knew that Rasūlullāh  used to love the siwāk so she 
asked if she should take it for him. Rasūlullāh  made a 
gesture by nodding his head.  ʿĀ’ishah  took the siwāk but 
found it was too stiff for him to use it.  She then asked Rasūlullāh 
 if she should make it soft for him. Again, Rasūlullāh 
 gestured yes.   
 
ʿĀ’ishah  chewed the siwāk and softened it.  She then gave 
it to Rasūlullāh  who cleaned his blessed teeth.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

54 | P a g e  
 

ʿĀ’ishah  said: 

َّ ِّعَمِّ َّمِّنَّْن َِّّإِّن  ولَََّّاللّّٰ َّرسَُ ن 
َ
َّأ َِّّعََلَ  ََّّاللّّٰ ََّفِِّ ِّ

صلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّتوُُفّ 
َّ ن 
َ
َّسَحْرِّيَّوَنََرِّْيَّوَأ َّوَبَيَْْ َّيوَْمِِّ َّوَفِّّ ََّبَيتَِّْ ََّّاللّّٰ َّرِّيقَِّ جَََعََّبيََْْ

17 ِّهَِّّ  وَرِّيقِّهَِّّعِّندََّْمَوْت
‘It was one of the favours of Allāh  upon me that 

Rasūlullāh  passed away in my house, and on the day, it 
was my turn, whilst leaning against me, and Allāh mixed my 

saliva and his saliva at the time of his death.’ 
 
There was a container of water placed in front of Rasūlullāh 
.  Due to the pain he was experiencing, he put his hand 
in the water and then wiped his blessed face with the water whilst 
saying the words:  

سكراتَّللموتََّّانَّاللَّّالاَّلاالَ  
‘There is no God but Allāh,  

indeed there are great difficulties in death.’ 
 
Rasūlullāh  then lifted his hands towards the sky and 
said: 

الاعَلَّالرفيقَّفَِّاللهم  
‘O Allāh, with the highest companion.’ 

 
17 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4449 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

55 | P a g e  
 

The Final Moments 
mām Bukhārī  has a chapter in his Ṣaḥīḥ which contains 
a very detailed Ḥadīth, describing the final moments of 
Rasūlullāh .  The chapter is called: 

 

َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلم ُّ مََّالن بِِّ
رَِّّمَاَّتكََل   بابَّآخِّ

‘The last statement the Prophet  spoke’ 
 

ثَنَاَّعَبدَُّْ دٍَّحَد  َّبْنَُّمَُُم  ِّشُْْ ثَنَاَّب ََِّّّحَد  ََّّاللّّٰ قاَلََّيوُنسَُُّقاَلََّالزُّهْرِّيُّ
ِّشَةََّ َّعََئ ن 

َ
َّأ َّالعِّْلمِّْ هْلِّ

َ
الٍَّمِّنَّْأ َّرِّجَ َّفِِّ َّسَعِّيدَُّبْنَُّالمُْسَي بِّ نِّ خْبََْ

َ
أ

يحٌَّ َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّيَقُولَُّوهَْوََّصَحِّ ُّ  قاَلتََّْكََنََّالن بِِّ
ََّّ َ َّيَُُي  َّيرََىَّمَقْعَدَهَُّمِّنََّالَْْن ةَِّّثُم  َّحَتَ  ٌّ إِّن هَُّلمََّْيُقْبَضَّْنبَِِّ  

شْخَصَََّّ
َ
فاَقََّفأَ

َ
َّأ َّعَلَيهَِّّْثُم  َ ذِّيَّغُشَِّ َّفَخِّ سُهَُّعََلَ

ْ
ِّهَِّّوَرأَ اَّنزََلََّب فَلَم 

َّقاَلََّ َّثُم  َّالَْْيتِّْ ََّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّبصَََۡهَُّإِّلََِّسَقْفِّ عَْلَ
َ
فَقُلتَُّْإِّذًاََّّالر فِّيقََّالأ

يحٌََّّ.لَاَّيَُتَْارُناَ ثُنَاَّوهَْوََّصَحِّ ِّ ِّيَّكََنََّيَُُد  يثَُّالَّ  ن هَُّالَْْدِّ
َ
رفَتَُّْأ وعََ

18 َّ عَْلَ
َ
ِّهَاََّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّالر فِّيقََّالأ مََّب

رََّكَِّمَةٍَّتكََل   قاَلتََّْفَكََنتََّْآخِّ
 

 
18 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4463 

I 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

56 | P a g e  
 

ʿĀ’ishah  narrates, ‘When the Prophet  was 
healthy, he used to say, ‘No soul of a Prophet is captured until he 

is shown his place in Paradise and then he is given the option.’ 
When death approached him, while his head was on my thigh, 

(Rasūlullāh ) became unconscious and then recovered 
his consciousness.  

He then looked at the ceiling of the house and said,  
‘O Allāh! (with) the highest companion.’  

I said (to myself), ‘Hence, he is not going to choose us.’ Then I 
realized that what he had said was the application of the 

narration which he used to mention to us when he was healthy. 
The last words he spoke were,  

‘O Allāh! (with) the highest companion.’’ 
 
Rasūlullāh  said these words and his blessed soul left his 
body.  His hands then fell to the side. 
 
The Final Messenger, the Seal of the Prophets, the Mercy for 
Mankind had now left this worldly abode.  With his final breath, 
the legacy of Prophethood which had begun with our father Ādam 
 had now been completed with Rasūlullāh . 
 

َِّّ ّٰ عُونَََّّإِّن اَّللِّّ وَإِن اَّإِّلََهَِّّْرَاجِّ  
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Date of Expiry 
asūlullāh  was 63 years old when he passed 
away, in the 11th year after Migration.  There is a 
difference of opinion as to what time and what date 

Rasūlullāh  left this world.   
 
There is general agreement amongst scholars, that he passed 
away on a Monday.  The preferred opinion for the time he passed 
away is Zawāl, which is the time when the sun is just past its 
zenith. 
 
Regarding the date of demise, there is no scholarly consensus.  
There are a number of opinions as follows19: 
The 1st, 2nd, 12th, or 13th of Rabīʿ al-Awwal.  The strongest view 
appears to be 1st or 2nd. 
  

 
19 https://islamicportal.co.uk/dates-of-the-blessed-birth-and-demise-of-prophet-
muhammad-english/ 

R 

https://islamicportal.co.uk/dates-of-the-blessed-birth-and-demise-of-prophet-muhammad-english/
https://islamicportal.co.uk/dates-of-the-blessed-birth-and-demise-of-prophet-muhammad-english/
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News of Demise 
s soon as the news of the passing away of Rasūlullāh 
 spread throughout Madīnah, the Companions 
 were distraught.  Panic set in and the Companions 

 were in a state of shock. 
 
ʿUthmān  was sat leaning against a wall; due to his grief he 
was unable to speak.  ʿAlī  was crying to such an extent that 
he was losing consciousness.  ʿĀ’ishah  and the other wives 
of Rasūlullāh  were devastated.  ʿAbbās  was in a 
senseless state. 
 
The confusion and worry of ʿUmar  was evident.  He drew 
his sword and said, ‘The hypocrites think that Rasūlullāh 
 has passed away.  He has not passed away, but he has 
just gone to Allāh .  In the same way Mūsā  had 
gone to the mountain of Ṭūr and had come back, I swear by Allāh, 
Rasūlullāh will also come back and then uproot the 
hypocrites.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
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The state of ʿUmar  was such, that no one had the courage 
to confront him and say that Rasūlullāh  has actually 
passed away. 
 
The Arrival of Abū Bakr  
Abū Bakr  had earlier seen the health of Rasūlullāh 
 improve, so he had sought permission from him to go 
and visit his wife who lived further away.  Due to this visit, he had 
not been present when Rasūlullāh  passed away.   
 
As soon as Abū Bakr  received the news, he mounted a horse 
and went to Madīnah.  He dismounted from his horse outside Al-

Masjid al-Nabawī and made his way to the room of 
Rasūlullāh .  Before entering, he 

sought permission from his daughter 
ʿĀ’ishah  as it was her residence.  He 

then entered the room. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was lying on his bed, surrounded by his 
wives. When Abū Bakr  entered, all the wives covered their 
faces except ʿĀ’ishah . 
 
Abū Bakr  pulled back the sheet which was covering the 
blessed body of Rasūlullāh .  He then kissed his blessed 
forehead.  
 
 



Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 14 – The Final Journey  

60 | P a g e  
 

 Abu Bakr  cried and said the following words three times: 

 واَّنبياهَّواَّخليلاهَّواَّصفياه
‘O Prophet of Allāh, O friend of Allāh, O the chosen one of Allāh’ 

 
Abū Bakr  then took an oath on Allāh  and said that 
Rasūlullāh  will not taste death again.  The death that 
had been prescribed for him had come.  Abū Bakr  said these 
words and left the room. 
 
Abū Bakr  then saw ʿUmar  who was still very 
emotional.  He told him that Rasūlullāh  has passed 
away, reminding him of the Verses of Allāh : 
 

20 نََّ ِّتُور ي  َّم  ِّن هُمر ا ِّتٌَّو  ِّن كََّمَي   ا
“Verily, you are to die, and they are to die.” 

 

َّ21 ََّ ُـلِر َّقَبرلِّكََّالۡر ِّنر َّم   ومََاَّجَعَلرنَاَّلِّبشٍََْ
“We did not assign immortality to any human (even)  

before you.” 
 
  

 
20 Sūrah az-Zumar Verse 30 
21 Sūrah al-Anbiyā’ Verse 34 
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The Sermon of Abū Bakr  
he people now gathered around Abū Bakr .  He 
approached the pulpit of Rasūlullāh  and 
addressed the people.  He raised his voice and told the 

people to become quiet and sit down. Once everyone had settled 
down, Abū Bakr  started a sermon by praising and glorifying 
Allāh . 
 
Abū Bakr  said, ‘Whoever amongst you worships Allāh 
 then know this, indeed Allāh  is alive and death 
can never come to Him.  And whoever amongst you worshipped 
Rasūlullāh  then know this, he has passed away.’ Abū 
Bakr  then mentioned a number of Verses from the Qur’ān 
as follows: 

َّقُتِّلََّ ور
َ
اتََّأ فإَِّينَّْم 

َ
لََُّّأ َّمِّنَّقَبرلِّهَِّّٱلرُّسُ َّخَلتَر ولٌَّقدَر َّرسَُ دٌَّإِّلا  ومََاَّمَُُم 

َََّّ َّاللّّٰ َّعَقِّبَيرهَِّّفَلَنَّيضََُ  ٰ َّعََلَ قَـٰبِّكُمرََّّومََنَّينَقَلِّبر عر
َ
َّأ ٰٓ َّعََلَ ٱنقَلَبرتُمر

22 ١٤٤ كِّرِّيرنََّ َََّّالشّٰ زِّىَّاللّّٰ يَجر  شَيرـ ًاَّوسََ

 
“Muḥammad is but a Messenger, there have been Messengers 
before him. So, if he dies or is killed, would you turn back on 
your heels? Whoever turns back on his heels can never harm 

Allāh in the least. Allāh shall soon reward the grateful.” 

 
22 Sūrah Āl-ʿImrān Verse 144 

T 
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And Allāh  told Muḥammad : 
 

نََّ ِّتُور ي  َّم  ِّن هُمر ا ِّتٌَّو  ِّن كََّمَي   23ا

”.Verily, you are to die, and they are to die“ 
 
Allāh  also says: 
 

24 عُونََّ مََُّّوَإِلََرهََِّّّترُرجَ ُكر هَهَُّلََََُّّٱلْر َّوجَر ِّكٌَّإِّلا  ءٍَّهَال َّشََر  كُُُّ

“Everything is going to perish except His Face. He alone has the 
right to judge, and to Him you are to be returned.” 

 

٢٦ َّعَلَيرهَاَّفاَنٍَّ َّمَنر  كُُُّ

25 ٢٧ َّ رَامِّ كر ِّ
لإر َّوٱَ ٰـلِّ

َلَ ِّكََّذُوَّٱلْر هَُّرَب  َّوجَر   وَيَبرقََٰ
“Everyone who is on it (the earth) has to perish. (26)  

And your Lord’s Countenance will remain,  
full of Majesty, full of Honour. (27)” 

 
26 رمَورتَِّّ سٍَّذَاٮِٕٓقَةَُّال َّنَفر  كُُُّ

“Every soul has to taste death.” 

 
23 Sūrah az-Zumar Verse 30 
24 Sūrah al-Qasas Verse 88 
25 Sūrah ar-Raḥmān Verses 26-27 
26 Sūrah Āl-ʿImrān Verse 185 
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27 َّيوَرمََّالرقِّيٰمَةِّ رَكُمر نََّاجُُور ِّن مَاَّتوُفَ ور  وَا
“It is on the Day of Judgement that you shall be paid your 

rewards in full.” 
 
Abū Bakr  continued his sermon and said ‘Allāh  
had extended the life of Rasūlullāh  and kept him alive 
until he had established the religion of Allāh , made the 
commands of Allāh  apparent, delivered the message of 
Allāh  and strove in his path.  
 
Allāh  called Rasūlullāh  
to himself. He left you on a straight and 
clear path and then left the world.  Now 
whosoever goes astray and gets 
destroyed, will do so after the truth has 
become apparent.  
 
Hence, whoever’s Lord is Allāh , understand this, that He 
is alive, and death can never come to Him and whoever 
worshipped Muḥammad  and believed in him as a God, 
then know this that their God has passed away. O People, fear 
Allāh and hold on to His religion firmly and place your trust in 
your Lord.  Verily, Allāh’s religion has been established and will 
remain forever and Allāh’s promise will be fulfilled.  And Allāh is 

 
27 Sūrah Āl-ʿImrān Verse 185 
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the Helper of the one who helps His religion, and He is going to 
give His religion honour and victory. 
 
The book of Allāh  which is with us, is the light of 
guidance and a cure for the heart.  Through this, Allāh  
showed Muḥammad  the path and inside it (the Qur’ān) 
is mentioned those things which are permissible and 
impermissible according to Allāh .  
 
By Allāh, I have no care for that person who raises an army against 
me (this was an indication against the apostates and rebels). 
Indeed, the swords of Allāh  which are in our hands, have 
not been put down yet.  And I swear by Allāh, we will strive against 
those who are against us in the same way we used to strive in the 
company of Rasūlullāh .  So those who are against us, 
should know this and blame none but themselves.’ 
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When Abū Bakr  spoke these words, everything became 
clear and the Companions  were convinced that Rasūlullāh 
 had indeed passed away.  At that time, it was as if the 
Verses that Abū Bakr  had recited, had never been heard 
before by them.  Whoever they saw, were reciting these Verses. 
 
When ʿUmar  heard the sermon, his state was also as if he 
had never heard these Verses before.   He then went back on his 
opinion that Rasūlullāh  was still alive and realised that 
he had truly passed away. 
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The Gathering of the Anṣār 
he Anṣār had gathered in Saqīfa Banū Sāʿidah to discuss 
matters following the demise of Rasūlullāh .  
The Muhājirūn advised Abū Bakr  to also go there 

and they would accompany him.  Abū Bakr  then went, 
along with ʿ Umar  and some of the Companions  from 
the Muhājirūn. 
 
Abū Bakr and ʿ Umar  were fearful, that due to hastiness, the 
people may pledge allegiance to someone, which could then 
become an issue later on. 
 
It was Monday evening when the meeting took place between the 
Companions .  After some discussions it was unanimously 
agreed that Abū Bakr  would become the successor of 
Rasūlullāh.   
 
Abū Bakr  had gone to the 
meeting to aid in the matter of 
choosing the successor of Rasūlullāh 
.  He had no idea that he 
would be the one who Allāh  
had chosen to be the first Khalīfah in 
Islām.  Once this has been decided, it 
was time to pay attention to the shrouding and burial of 
Rasūlullāh . 

T 
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The Ghusl 
he Companions  had pledged allegiance to Abū Bakr 
.  They now went back to Rasūlullāh  and 
their first task was to bathe his blessed body.   

 
The question arose whether the clothes of Rasūlullāh  
should be removed or not. Those present suddenly became 
drowsy and heard an unseen voice informing them not to remove 
his clothes and bathe him with his clothes on. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was then bathed with his clothes on.  The 
clothes were later removed when it was time to put on his shroud. 
 
Among those who took part in the bathing of Rasūlullāh  
were members of his family and those who were very close to him. 
  
ʿAlī  was washing the blessed face of 
Rasūlullāh .  ʿ Abbās  and 
his 2 sons, Faḍl and Qutham  
were changing the positions of 
Rasūlullāh .  Usāmah ibn 
Zayd and Shuqrān  were 
pouring the water. 
 
 
 

T 
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The Preparation for Burial 
fter the Ghusl was complete, the clothes which were still 
on the blessed body of Rasūlullāh  were 
removed. He was then shrouded.  The shroud of 

Rasūlullāh  consisted of 3 simple sheets.  There was no 
Qamīs (shirt) or Imāmah (turban). 
 
After Rasūlullāh  was shrouded, the question arose, 
where should he be buried? 

ََِّّّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمَّ ولََُّّاللّّٰ اَّقُبِّضََّرسَُ ِّشَةََّقاَلتََّْلمَ  عَنَّْعََئ
ولَِّّ بوَُّبكَْرٍَّسَمِّعْتَُّمِّنَّْرسَُ

َ
َّدَفنِّْهَِّّفَقَالََّأ ََِّّّاخْتَلَفُواَّفِِّ صلىَّاللََّّّاللّّٰ

يتُهَُّقاَلََّ  عليهَّوسلمَّشَيئًْاَّمَاَّنسَِّ

َُّمَاَّقَبَضَََّّ  نَّْيدُْفَنََّفِّيهََِّّّاللّّٰ
َ
َّأ ِّيَّيُُِّبُّ َّالَّ  عِّ َّالمَْوضِّْ .َّنبَِّيًّاَّإِّلا َّفِِّ  

28 هَِّّ َّفِّرَاشِّ عِّ َّمَوضِّْ  فدََفَنُوهَُّفِِّ
 

ʿĀ’ishah  narrates, ‘When Rasūlullāh  passed 
away, they disagreed over where to bury him. So Abū Bakr  
said: ‘I heard from Rasūlullāh  something which I have 
not forgotten; he said: ‘Allāh does not take (the life of) a Prophet 
except at the location in which He wants him to be buried.’’ So, 

they buried him at the spot of his bed.’ 
 

28 Jāmiʿ al-Tirmidhī 1018 

A 
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The location of where Rasūlullāh  would be buried had 
been decided.  His bed would be moved, and the grave dug in that 
exact location. 
 
There was now a difference of opinion as to what type of grave 
should be dug. The Muhājirūn said the grave should be dug 
according to the manner of the people of Makkah.   
 
The Anṣār said the grave should be dug according to the manner 
of the people in Madīnah.  In this way, a niche would be dug at the 
bottom, on the side of the grave in which the body would be 
placed. 
 
Abū ʿUbaydah  used to dig graves according to the Makkan 
manner and Abū Ṭalḥah  used to dig the graves according 
to the Madanī manner.  It was decided that both of them should 
be called. Whoever turns up first, will dig the grave. 
 
It so happened that Abū Ṭalḥah  came first and a niche type 
grave (Laḥd) was dug. 
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ِّكٍَّقاَلََّ َّمَال َّبنِّْ نسَِّ
َ
َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلمََّّعَنَّْأ ُّ ََّالن بِِّ ِّ

اَّتوُُفّ  لمَ   

حََُّّ رَُّيضَََْ لٌَّيلَحَْدَُّوَآخَ ينَةَِّّرجَُ ِّالمَْدِّ يَُّرَب نَاََّّفَقَالوُاََّّكََنََّب نسَْتَخِّ
هُمَاَّسَبَقََّترََكْنَاهَُّ يُّ

َ
لََّإِّلََهِّْمَاَّفَسَبَقََّصَاحِّبََُّّ.وَنَبعَْثَُّإِّلََهِّْمَاَّفأَ رسِّْ

ُ
فَأ

29 َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّوسلم ِّلن بِِّ ِّ حَدُواَّل
َّفَلَ  الل حْدَِّّ

 
Anas ibn Mālik  narrated, ‘When the Prophet  
passed away, there was a man in Madīnah who used to dig a 

niche grave and another who used to dig graves without a niche. 
They said: ‘Let us do Istikhārah to our Lord and call for them 

both, and whichever of them comes first, we will let him do it.’ 
So, they were both sent for, and the one who used to dig the 
niche-grave came first, so they made a niche-grave for the 

Prophet .’ 
 
 
 
 
  

 
29 Sunan ibn Mājah 1557 
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The Funeral Prayer 
here is a narration in Sunan ibn Mājah where it is 
mentioned, after Rasūlullāh  had been bathed 
and shrouded, on the Tuesday, he was placed on the edge 

of his grave.  The people then entered the house in groups and 
conducted the funeral Prayer (Janāzah Ṣalāh) alone. No one would 
lead another in the Prayer; each person would read, then leave.  
As soon as one group left, another would enter. 
 
There is a narration in Shamāil Tirmidhī where it is mentioned 
the people came to Abū Bakr  and asked him should they 
read the funeral Prayer of Rasūlullāh .  Abū Bakr  
told them they should pray it.  The people then asked how it 
should be read.  Abū Bakr  replied: 
 

ونَََّّقوَمٌََّّْيدَْخُلَُّ ُ ونَََّّثُمَ ََّّوَيَدْعُونَََّّوَيُصَلُ ونَََّّفَيُكَبِّْ  َّيدَْخُلََُّّثُمَ ََّّيَُرْجُُ
30 ََّّيدَْخُلَََّّالنَ اسَُّ ونَََّّحَتََ  ونَََّّوَيُصَلُ ونَََّّوَيَدْعُونَََّّثُمَ ََّّيَُرْجُُ ُ  قوَمٌََّّْفَيُكَبِّْ 

‘One group should enter (the room of Rasūlullāh ), say 
the Takbīr, then Durūd and Duʿā, then leave.  Then another 

group should enter and say the Takbīr, then Durūd and Duʿa, 
then leave until all the people have entered.’ 

In a narration from Ibn Saʿad , it is mentioned that Abū Bakr 
and ʿUmar  entered into the room with a group of people 

 
30 Shamāil Tirmidhī 397 

T 
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and stood in front of Rasūlullāh .  They then recited the 
following supplication: 
 

السلامَّعليكَّايهاَّالنبَِّوَّرحَةَّاللَّّاللهمَّاناَّنشهدَّانهَّقدَّبلغَّماَّ
انزلَّالَهَّونصحَّلامتهَّوجاهدَّفَِّسبيلَّاللَّّحتََّاعزاللَّّدينهَّوَّ
تمتَّكمتهَّفاجعلناَّياَّالهناَّممنَّيتبعَّالقولَّالَّيَّانزلَّمعهَّ

واجَعَّبينناَّوَّبينهَّحتََّيعرفناَّوَّنعرفهَّفانهَّكَنَّبالمؤمنيَّْرؤفاَّ
 رحيماَّلاَّنبتغيَّبالايمانَّبدلاَّولانشتريَّبهَّثمنا

 
‘Peace be upon you O Prophet and Allāh’s mercy be upon you. O 
Allāh, we bear witness that indeed he has conveyed to us all that 
was Revealed to him, and he advised his people and strove in the 

path of Allāh until Allāh made His religion victorious and 
completed its words.  So, make us O our Lord, from those who 

follow the words which were Revealed with him, and gather us 
with him, so he can recognize us, and we can recognize him.   

For indeed he was very gracious and merciful on the believers.  
We do not seek with our faith any alternative and do not want 

any price.’ 
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In Mustadrak al-Ḥākim and Musnad Al-Bazzār, there is a narration 
where it is mentioned that Rasūlullāh  called his family 
to the house of ʿĀ’ishah  during his final illness.  His family 
asked Rasūlullāh , who should lead his funeral Prayer.  
Rasūlullāh  said, after he has been bathed and shrouded, 
they should leave the room for a short while.  First of all, Jibrīl 
 will come and read the funeral Prayer, then Mīkā’īl , 
then Isrāfīl , then the Angel of Death, then the rest of the 
Angels.  After this, the rest of the people should enter the room, 
one group at a time and send Ṣalāt and Salām. 
 
In the same way Durūd was sent to Rasūlullāh  whilst he 
was alive, Durūd should be sent to Rasūlullāh  even after 
he passed away. 
 

 
 
Ibn Daḥya  mentions that 30,000 people read the funeral 
prayer of Rasūlullāh . 
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The Burial 
asūlullāh  had passed away on a Monday. This 
was the same time and the same day in which Rasūlullāh 
 had entered Madīnah when he migrated from 

Makkah. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was buried on the Wednesday.  There are 
other opinions which say he was buried on the Tuesday. 
 
ʿAlī, , ʿAbbās  and his 2 sons, Al-Faḍl and Qutham 
 lowered Rasūlullāh  into his resting place. 
According to some narrations, Shuqrān  also descended into 
the grave. 
 
The blessed body was placed inside the grave, and then it was 
filled.  The Companions  continued to fill it until it was 
shaped like a camel’s hump, so the earth in the middle was raised. 
 

َّصلىَّاللَّّعليهَّ َّالن بِِّ ِّ بَْْ
ىَّقَ

َ
ن هَُّرأَ

َ
ثهََُّأ ن هَُّحَد 

َ
ارَِّّأ عَنَّْسُفْيَانََّالْ م 

31  وسلمَّمُسَن مًا
  

Sufyān al-Tammār  narrates that he saw the grave of the 
Prophet  and it was shaped like a hump. 

 
31 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 1390b 

R 
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Water was then sprinkled upon the grave. 
 

نَّجَابرَّقاَلََّ ََّّوعََ َّصَلى  َّالن بِِّ ِّ بُْْ
َّقَ َُّرشُ  ِّيََّّاللّّٰ ل مََّوَكََنََّالَّ  عَلَيهَِّّْوسََ

َّ هَِّّحَتَ  سِّ
ْ
َّرأَ َّمِّنَّْقِّبَلِّ

َ
ِّقِّرْبَةٍَّبدََأ ِّلَالَُّبْنَُّرَبَاحٍَّب َِّّب َّقَبِّْْه

َّالمَْاءََّعََلَ رشَ 
لَيهَِّّْ  انْتَهَََّإِّلََِّرِّجْ

 
Jābir  narrates, ‘Water was sprinkled on the grave of our 

Prophet  and the one who sprinkled water on the grave 
was Bilāl ibn Rabāḥ () with a water skin. He started from 

the side of the head towards the right  
and finished towards the feet 

 
After this, the Companions  returned to their homes. 
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Summary of Events in the 11th Year of Hijri 
There was a total of 17 events in this year. 
Month Event 
Muḥarram Aswad al-ʿAnsī made a claim to 

Prophethood in Yemen. 
 

Ṣafar 

 

Rasūlullāh  made Usāmah 
 the leader of an expedition to 
Shām, but due to the illness of 
Rasūlullāh , the army 
remained in Juruf. 
Rasūlullāh  when to Baqīʿ in 
the middle of the night and asked 
forgiveness for the deceased. 
At the end of the month, the final 
illness of Rasūlullāh  began. 

Rabīʿ al-Awwal 

 
 

The illness of Rasūlullāh  
became severe whilst he was in the 
house of Maymūnah .  He called 
his wives and asked their permission 
if he could stay in the house of 
ʿĀ’ishah  and they granted him 
permission. 
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Five days before he passed away, 
Rasūlullāh  gave a sermon in 
the Masjid where he praised Abū Bakr 
; he advised the Anṣār to do 
good and warned the people from 
taking graves as places of worship. 
Rasūlullāh  commanded 
Abū Bakr  to lead Ṣalāh, which 
he did for 3 days. 
One day before his demise, Aswad al-
ʿAnsī was killed by Fayrūz al-Daylamī 
.  Rasūlullāh  
informed them of this news before it 
was received. 
On a Monday, in the middle of the day, 
Rasūlullāh  breathed his 
last. 
On the Monday evening, the Muslims 
pledged allegiance to Abū Bakr . 
On the Wednesday, Rasūlullāh 
 was buried in the place 
where he passed away. 

Other Events in this year 6 months after the demise of 
Rasūlullāh , his beloved 
daughter, Fāṭimah  also passed 
away. 
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Summary 
asūlullāh  had the highest lineage, being a 
descendant of Ibrāhīm  through his son Ismāʿīl 
. 

 
Even before the birth of Rasūlullāh , his father ʿ Abdullāh 
passed away.  He spent the early years of his life with the Banū 
Saʿad, in the care of Ḥalīmah  who was his wet nurse. 
 
Upon returning to Makkah, he lived with his mother Āminah.  
During one journey to Madīnah, the mother of Rasūlullāh 
 also passed away when he was only 6 years old.  His 
grandfather ʿ Abd al-Muṭṭalib then looked after him for a couple of 
years until he also passed away.   
 
Rasūlullāh  was taken into the care of his paternal uncle 
Abū Ṭālib, who would remain his guardian for over 4o years. 
 
Rasūlullāh  married Khadījah  at the age of 25 and 
together they had many children; however, all the children of 
Rasūlullāh , except his daughter Fāṭimah  passed 
away before his demise. 
 
At the age of forty, Rasūlullāh  received the light of 
Prophethood.  Allāh  had chosen him to be the final 
Messenger, upon whom the final Revelation would be sent. 

R 
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Rasūlullāh  spent 13 years in Makkah, inviting the 
Quraysh towards Islām.  Many people answered his call; however, 
there were many others who were hostile.  During this time, the 
Muslims were boycotted and had to leave Makkah.  Rasūlullāh 
 then lost his wife Khadījah  and his uncle Abū 
Ṭālib on the 10th year of Prophethood.  In the 13th year, he was 
finally commanded by Allāh  to migrate to Madīnah. 
 
Rasūlullāh  spent around 10 years in Madīnah.  During 
this time, there were many conflicts with the Quraysh.  Allāh 
 finally granted victory to the Muslims when Rasūlullāh 
 liberated the Holy city of Makkah.  
 
One of the last actions of Rasūlullāh  was the Farewell 
Ḥajj.  During this time, Allāh  Revealed that the religion 
of Islām had been perfected.  Upon returning to Madīnah, 
Rasūlullāh  would only remain alive for a short while 
before returning to Allāh .   
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The Prophethood of Rasūlullāh  lasted only 23 years.  In 
this short while, the world was transformed.  Never in the history 
of mankind, did any human make such an impact, which would 
change the world, in such a short space of time. 
 
The message which Rasūlullāh  had been sent with was 
complete.  Islām had united the Arab tribes and spread 
throughout the Arabian Peninsula.  Islām had now approached 
the borders of the territories ruled by the Byzantine and Persian 
empires. 
 
The Companions  had made many sacrifices.  Many of them 
had stayed with Rasūlullāh  throughout his 
Prophethood.  They were living, breathing examples of Islām, and 
Allāh  was pleased with them.  They would now be the 
ones to convey the religion of Islām throughout the world.   
 
The actions and words of Rasūlullāh  were remembered 
and transmitted.  It is through these that the religion of Islām was 
preserved and flourished.  And it is through these, that we are able 
to learn and practise our religion today. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was truly a Mercy for mankind. 
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Allāh  himself tells us in Sūrah al-Aḥzāb Verse 56: 
 

َََّّإِّن َّ ََّّيصَُلُّونَََّّتَهَُّٮِٕكََّوَمَلـَََّّٰٓاللّّٰ ىَّٱَّعََلَ ِّ َّلن بِِّ   

يَُّّ
َ
ِّينََّٱَّاهََّيـَٰٓأ ََّّْلَّ  ََّّْءَامَنُوا ََّّْعَليَرهََِّّّصَلُّوا ِّمُوا ل  لِّيمًاَّوسََ ٥٦َّتسَر  

 
“Surely Allāh and His Angels send blessing to the Prophet.  O you 

who believe, do pray Allāh to bless him, and send your Salām 
(prayer for his being in peace) to him in abundance.” 

 

دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم َّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  َّعََلَ ِّ

صَل   

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّصَل يتََّْعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  

دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  باَرِّكَّْعََلَ  

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّباَرَكْتََّعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  
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Afterword 
s Muslims, we believe in Allāh  in the way shown 
by Rasūlullāh .  We cannot learn about the way 
of Rasūlullāh  without learning about him.  The 

more we learn about him, the more we will realise how truly 
special he was.  I found a beautiful quote which summarises his 
life in a perfect way: 
 
“The life of Rasūlullāh  is equivalent to a beautiful 
garden, the fragrance of the flowers, spread wisdom and freshness 
even today.  The garden invites each and every one and now it is 
up to the capacity and nature of the beholder to pick as many 
flowers as he can.”32 
 
We must now ask ourselves, how many flowers have we picked so 
far and how many more are we going to pick?  The more we pick, 
the more we will benefit from their beautiful fragrance.  The 
flowers in this garden will never wilt and are there for us all year 
round, every year of our lives. 
 
Learning about the Sīrah of Rasūlullāh  is important for 
each and every one of us.  This can come in many forms, reading, 
attending talks and presentations, or studying about his life. We 
should adopt whichever way we find better to learn continuously.   

 
32 The Contribution of Darul Uloom Deoband to Seerah Literature page 1 

A 
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As we progress through our lives, we will find ourselves in 
different situations where we can learn from the Sīrah of 
Rasūlullāh , his actions and his advice.  Whether this is 
our role in our families as a spouse, parent or even grandparent, 
or our role in our communities. Whether we are in a predicament 
looking for a solution to a matter or general advice in life, there is 
a lesson to be learnt at each juncture. 
 
Another effective way to learn and connect ourselves to 
Rasūlullāh  is to visit the blessed Ḥaramayn Sharifayn, 
Al-Masjid al-Ḥarām and Al-Masjid al-Nabawī.  As we walk through 
the streets of Makkah, the birth place of Rasūlullāh , and 
the lanes of Madīnah where Rasūlullāh  migrated, we 
are greeted with many signs and reminders of the time of 
Rasūlullāh  and his Companions . 
 
When we lay eyes on the Kaʿbah, the House of Allāh , we 
are reminded how it was the first House to be built for the worship 
of Allāh .   How Rasūlullāh  put Al-Ḥajr al-
Aswad back in its place with his own hands when the Kaʿbah was 
rebuilt just before his Prophethood.  We see Maqām Ibrāhīm, the 
station of Ibrāhīm  and the Ḥaṭīm which was part of the 
Kaʿbah.  When we do Saʿī, we see Aṣ-Ṣafa and Al-Marwah and are 
reminded of Hājar  running between the two mountains.  
When we drink the blessed Zamzam, we are reminded of how 
Allāh  provides water for the throngs of pilgrims who 
visit His house each year. 
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As we walk around Makkah, we see the birthplace of Rasūlullāh 
 and the areas where the various tribes used to live.  We 
are reminded of how the early Muslims were persecuted by the 
Quraysh and the trials and tribulations they went through.  How 
Rasūlullāh  had to migrate from the blessed city but 
came back as its liberator. 
 
In Madīnah, when we enter Al-Masjid al-Nabawī and make our 
way forward towards the location of the original Masjid and 
Rawḍah, the resting place of Rasūlullāh , we feel a 
special closeness to him.   
 
As we make our way to present Salām, we pass by Riyād al-Jannah 
on the left, and first see the pulpit, the location from where 
Rasūlullāh  used to address the Companions .  We 
then see the Miḥrāb, where Rasūlullāh  used to lead the 
Ṣalāh.  We see the many significant pillars, each with its own story 
to tell.   
 
The Aṣḥāb al-Ṣuffah, the Companions  who had no home, 
were given a place to stay in the Masjid.  What would it have been 
like in those days when bunches of dates would be hung on the 
original date palm pillars to provide sustenance for them?  
 
The residences of the ‘Mothers of the Believers’  were 
located around the perimeter of the original Masjid.  On every 
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inch of this blessed ground our dear Rasūlullāh  lived 
and prayed along with his family and Companions .   
 
When we present our greetings to Rasūlullāh , he is 
replying to us. The closeness and proximity to the ‘Mercy of the 
Worlds’ felt at that time is hard to explain. 
 
How blessed are those who get to visit the House of Allāh 
, how blessed are those who get to visit the resting place 
of Rasūlullāh .  We pray to Allāh  that He gives 
us the opportunity to visit the blessed Ḥaramayn Sharifayn time 
and time again.   
 
For all those who have completed reading the Sīrah, the journey 
has not come to an end, as this is a journey which must continue 
until our final breath.  Encourage members of your families and 
friends to also learn about the Sīrah.  Each second spent learning 
about the life of Rasūlullāh  is very rewarding.   
 
I have benefited greatly myself from learning about the Sīrah and 
thank Allāh  greatly for giving me the opportunity to 
share some of what I have read and learnt.  Many Scholars of our 
past dedicated their lives to document the life of Rasūlullāh 
.  A sign of their acceptance is that we are still benefiting 
from their works, some which were compiled centuries ago like 
Al-Sīrah al-Nabawiyyah by ibn Hishām  which was written in 
the 9th century CE.    
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As I mentioned in the introduction, I have based this series on 
Sīratul Muṣtafā by Maulānā Muḥammad Idris Kandhlawi  
which is an exceptional work.  For anyone wanting to learn more 
about the Sīrah, I would definitely recommend this book. 
 
I pray that Allāh  accepts the efforts of all those who have 
written, taught, researched, and propagated the life of Rasūlullāh 
.  I also pray that He rewards all those who have helped 
and supported me in completing this series. 
 
I will conclude by referring to the statement at the beginning of 
this chapter.  May Allāh  give us the ability to spend many 
an hour in the blessed garden, which is the life of Rasūlullāh 
, benefitting from the beautiful flowers and ensuring 
their sweet fragrance stays with us at all times. 
 
Āmīn 
 
Ebrahim Noor  
 
Friday 23rd Jumādā al-Thānī 1445- 5th January 2024 
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Appendix A - Summary of the Makkan Period 
 
 
 

3 Years private 
propagation  

53 Years in 
Makkah 

10 Years open 
propagation 

40 years before 
Prophethood 

13 years after 
Prophethood 

7 Years in 
Makkah 

3 years outside 
Makkah during 

boycott 
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Appendix B – Summary of the Madanī Period 
 
 
 
 
 
  

10 Years in 
Madīnah 

1AH  
Establishment of 
 Islamic Society  

2AH – 6AH 
Conflict with Quraysh 

7AH – 8AH 
Consolidation of Islām 
in Ḥijāz & liberation of 

Makkah  

2AH - Badr 

3AH - Uḥud 

5AH – Al-Aḥzāb 

9AH – 10AH 
Propagation of Islām 

outside of Ḥijāz 

11AH – Demise of 
Rasūlullāh  

6AH – Treaty of 
Al-Ḥudaybiyah 
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Appendix C – Paternal Uncles & Aunts of 
Rasūlullāh  
 
 
 
  Al-ʿAbbās  

Al-Zubayr 

ʿAbd al-Kaʿbah 

Quthum 

Ḥamzah  

Al-Ḥārith 

Ḍirār 

Ghīdāq 

Abū Ṭālib 

Ḥajl 

Abū Lahab 

Ṣafiyyah  

Umaymah 

ʿĀtikah Arwā 

Barrah Umm Ḥakīm 
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Appendix D – The Wives of Rasūlullāh 
 
 
 
 
  

Khadījah bint 
Khuwaylid

 

Saudah  
bint Zumʿah 

 

ʿĀ’ishah  
bint al-Ṣiddīq 

 

Ḥafṣah  
bint al-Fārūq  

 

Zaynab bint 
Khuzaymah 

 

Umm Ḥabībah 
bint Abū 

Sufyān  

Zaynab  
bint Jahsh 

 

Juwayriyah  
bint al-Ḥārith  

 

Umm Salamah 
Hind bint 
Umayyah 

 

Ṣafiyyah  
bint Ḥuyayy 

 

Maymūnah  
bint al-Ḥārith 
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Appendix E – The Children of Rasūlullāh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Al-Qāsim  

Zaynab  

Ruqayyah  

Umm Kulthūm  

Fāṭimah  

ʿAbdullāh  

Muḥammad  
 

Khadījah  

Māriyah al-Qibṭiyah 
 

Ibrāhīm  
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Appendix F – The Grandchildren of 
Rasūlullāh   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zaynab  

Ruqayyah  

Fāṭimah  

ʿAlī  

Umāmah  

ʿAbdullāh  

Ḥassan  

Umm Kulthūm  

Zaynab  

Muḥsin  

Ḥussayn  
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Appendix G – From Birth to Prophethood 
Age Event 
Birth Born in the ‘Year of the Elephant’ in the month 

of Rabīʿ al-Awwal. 
Father ʿAbdullāh had passed away before the 
birth of Rasūlullāh . 

Age 0-5 Was wet nursed by Thuwaybah, then by Ḥalīmah 
 from the Banū Saʿad. 
Rasūlullāh  brought lots of blessings to 
the family of Ḥalīmah  
Went back to Makkah to his mother Āminah 
when he was 2 years old, but then returned to the 
Banū Saʿad as there was a plague in Makkah and 
Ḥalīmah  also wanted to take him back. 
The chest of Rasūlullāh  was split for 
the first time and his heart cleaned. 
After this incident, Ḥalīmah  took 
Rasūlullāh  back to his mother. 

Age 6 Went to Madīnah with his mother Āminah  
On the return journey, Āminah fell ill and passed 
away in Al-Abwā. 
Rasūlullāh  was brought back to 
Makkah by Umm Ayman  and put in the 
care of his grandfather ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib 

Age 7-8 Stayed with ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib until aged 8, when 
ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib passed away.   
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Now put in the care of his uncle Abū Ṭālib. 
Age 12 First journey to Shām with Abū Ṭālib. 
 Met Baḥīrā the monk who recognised the signs of 

Prophethood on Rasūlullāh . 
 Baḥīrā advised Abū Ṭālib to send Rasūlullāh 

 back to Makkah, which he did. 
Up to Age 25 Was present in Ḥarb al-Fujār however did not 

take part in any fighting. He only used to collect 
arrows and give them to his uncles. (According 
to ibn Hishām, Rasūlullāh  was either 
14 or 15.  Ibn Isḥāq  says he was 20) 
Was present when the Ḥalf al-Fuḍūl took place, 
which was a pact ensuring there would be help 
and justice for all people, from all backgrounds 
and tribes. 
Shepherded goats in Makkah. 

Age 25 Went to Shām to trade goods on behalf of 
Khadījah  with her servant Maysarah. 
Met Nasṭūr the monk who saw the signs of 
Prophethood in Rasūlullāh . 
Many miracles took place on this journey which 
Maysarah witnessed. 
The trade journey was very successful and 
Khadījah  sent a marriage proposal to 
Rasūlullāh . 
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Rasūlullāh  accepted the proposal and 
they were married.  Khadījah  was 40 years 
at the time. 

Age 35 The Kaʿbah had come into disrepair, so the 
Quraysh decided to rebuild it. 
There was a disagreement when the time came 
to put Al-Ḥajr al-Aswad back in its place.  
Rasūlullāh  resolved the dispute by 
asking for a sheet.  The stone was put on the 
sheet and Rasūlullāh  asked 
representatives of all the tribes to lift the sheet 
together.  The stone was then put in its place by 
the blessed hands of Rasūlullāh . 

Age 37-39 Rasūlullāh  developed a love for 
seclusion. 
He started to spend nights in the cave of Ḥirā, 
especially in the month of Ramaḍān. 
Rasūlullāh  started seeing good 
dreams.  Whichever dream he would see, would 
become true like the morning light. 

Age 40 The Revelation of the Qur’ān began when 
Rasūlullāh  was visited by Jibrīl  
whilst he was in the cave of Ḥirā, on Laylatul 
Qadr in the month of Ramaḍān.  
The first 5 Verses of Sūrah al-ʿAlaq were 
Revealed to Rasūlullāh . 
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Sīrah of Muḥammad  - A new series of books detailing the complete life of 
Rasūlullāh .  Rasūlullāh  had gone to Makkah to perform 
Ḥajj with thousands of his Companions .  This would be his final Ḥajj 
and for many Companions , the final time they saw him. The 
fourteenth and final volume discusses the last few months of the blessed life 
of Rasūlullāh  and his passing into the hereafter. 
 
“I had a cursory glance at these booklets and felt that this bitesize mode of 
presenting the Sīrah is beneficial for young people. Masjids and schools can 
use these resources to teach the Sīrah. One of the unique aspects of these 
booklets is that they feature diagrams, maps, photos, charts, and tables, 
which makes it easier for readers and learners to digest the information. 
 
We live in challenging times, and it is very important to instil the love of our 
beloved Prophet  within the hearts and minds of people. It has 
become all the more important in this digital and fast-moving age to develop 
educational initiatives that are underpinned with making our beloved 
Prophet  the role model. An important step to achieving this is to 
learn about the life of the Prophet .” Dr Mufti Yusuf Shabbir 
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