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دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم َّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  َّعََلَ ِّ

صَل   

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّصَل يتََّْعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  

دٍََّّالَلّٰهُم ََّّ َّمَُُم  َّآلِّ
دٍَّوعَََلَ َّمَُُم  باَرِّكَّْعََلَ  

َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمَََّّ َّآلِّ
َّإِّبرَْاهِّيمََّوعَََلَ كَمَاَّباَرَكْتََّعََلَ  

إِّن كََّحََِّيدٌَّمََِّيدٌََّّ  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For my mother & father
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Introduction  
n the 6th Year of Hijri, many more expeditions were sent by 
Rasūlullāh  to various places in Arabia.  Muḥammad 
ibn Maslamah  was sent to Qurṭā and Dhū al-Qaṣṣah.  

ʿUkkāshah ibn Miḥṣan  was sent to Al-Ghamr and Zayd ibn 
Ḥārithah  to Al-Jamūm and Al-ʿĪṣ. 
 
Rasūlullāh  himself led 200 cavalry in the month of Rabīʿ 
al-Awwal towards Ghurān.  This was known as Gazwah Banū 
Laḥyān.  The reason for this expedition was to avenge the deaths 
of the Companions  who had been martyred in Al-Rajīʿ. 
 
Rasūlullāh  reached Ghurān but the Banū Laḥyān had 
already received news of his coming, so they fled.  Rasūlullāh 
 returned to Madīnah after a couple of days.  There was 
no confrontation during this battle. 
 
In the same year Rasūlullāh  saw a dream in which he 
performed ʿUmrah.  It had been many years since he had seen the 
House of Allāh  and the yearning to see it once again 
increased.  The Companions  also shared this feeling.    
 
In the beginning of the month of Dhul Qaʿdah, Rasūlullāh 
 left Madīnah with hundreds of Companions  
towards Makkah intending to perform ʿUmrah.  They stopped at 

I 
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Dhul Ḥulayfah and entered into the state of Iḥrām before 
continuing their journey south. 
 
The Quraysh found out about the impending arrival of Rasūlullāh 
 and the Companions .  They decided they would 
not let them in at any cost.  Furthermore, they even raised an 
army and sent a force 200 strong to Al-Ghamīm under the 
command of Khalid ibn al-Walīd . 
 
When Rasūlullāh  was informed of this, he diverted his 
route to Makkah and headed to Al-Ḥudaybiyah which lies west of 
the blessed city.   
 
Rasūlullāh  sent ʿUthmān  to the Quraysh to 
inform them that they had only come to perform ʿUmrah and had 
no ill intentions.  The Quraysh refused to let ʿUthmān  go 
back to the Muslims, so a false rumour began to spread saying the 
Quraysh had killed him. 
 
This news made Rasūlullāh  and his Companions  
very upset.  The Companions  took an oath under an acacia 
tree that they would avenge the death of ʿUthmān .  Allāh 
 even sent down Revelation regarding this pledge, which 
pleased Him very much.  Later the rumour was proved false and 
ʿUthmān  returned to the Muslims. 
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The Quraysh had seen the behaviour and conduct of the Muslims, 
and this created fear within them.  They now sent messengers to 
Rasūlullāh  to negotiate a treaty.  Suhayl ibn ʿAmr 
negotiated terms with Rasūlullāh .   Six terms were 
agreed. One of the terms was for Rasūlullāh  and the 
Muslims to return to Madīnah that year.  Another term was for 
the Quraysh to vacate Makkah for 3 days the following year so the 
Muslims could come and perform ʿUmrah. 
 
Other terms related to no Muslims being allowed to leave Makkah 
for Madīnah without the permission of their guardians or master.  
If they left, they would have to be returned.  However, if anyone 
wanted to return to Makkah from Madīnah, they would be allowed 
to do so and not returned to the Muslims.   
 
The terms initially seemed to be in favour of the Quraysh and the 
Companions  were quite upset.  On the return journey Allāh 
 Revealed Sūrah al-Fatḥ which called this a great victory. 
Later the Quraysh themselves asked for some of the terms to be 
removed from the treaty. 
 
Also in the 6th year, Rasūlullāh  decided to send letters 
to the rulers of the neighbouring kingdoms.  He was advised by 
his Companions  to create a seal, which could be used to 
stamp the letters, making them official.  A seal was then made 
from silver, which had the words Allāh, Rasūl and Muḥammad on 
it. 
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The letters were composed and sent with messengers to the 
various rulers.  One of these was sent to Hiraqla or Heraclius, the 
King of the Christian Byzantine Empire.   Hiraqla wanted to find 
out more about Rasūlullāh  and it just so happened that  
Abū Sufyān was in Shām at the time.  Abū Sufyān was summoned, 
with his companions, to the court of Hiraqla in Īliyā’ (Jerusalem) 
and questioned about Rasūlullāh . 
 
Abū Sufyān had no opportunity to lie and Hiraqla later admitted 
that Rasūlullāh  was indeed the true Prophet who they 
had been waiting for.  However, Hiraqla didn’t embrace Islām due 
to fear of losing his kingdom. 

Najjāshī, the Emperor of Abyssinia, embraced Islām after 
receiving his letter. 

Another letter was sent to Kisrā’, the Persian Emperor. He became 
very angry when he received the letter and tore it up. Soon after, 
he was killed by his own son.   

Muqawqis, the Coptic leader of Egypt received the letter sent to 
him with great respect; however, he also did not embrace Islām.  
He sent gifts to Rasūlullāh  including Māriyah al-
Qibṭiyah , who Rasūlullāh  took for himself.  She 
gave birth to Ibrāhīm , the son of Rasūlullāh , who 
passed away during his infancy. 
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Al-Mundhir, the ruler of Baḥrayn, received a letter and entered 
the fold of Islām.  ʿAbd and Jayfar, the two sons of Julandī, who 
ruled over ʿUmān, also received a letter, and embraced. 

The message of Islām had not only spread throughout Arabia but 
was now unfurling throughout the world.  The two superpowers 
of the time, the Byzantine and Persian Empires had received news 
of Islām and the emergence of Rasūlullāh .  This would 
mark the beginning of a significant shift in power, in the area.  The 
Byzantine and Persian Empires were in the descendancy and Islām 
was on the rise. 
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Summary of Events in the 6th Year of Hijri 
There was a total of 28 events in this year. 
 
Month Event 
Muḥarram The Sariyyah of Muḥammad ibn 

Maslamah  was sent to 
Qurṭā’.  

 

Rabīʿ al-Awwal The Sariyyah of ʿUkkāshah ibn 
Miḥsan al-Asadiyyī  was sent 
to Al-Ghamr. They managed to get 
some spoils and return safely.  

Rabīʿ al-Thānī The Sariyyah of Muḥammad ibn 
Maslamah  went to Dhū al-
Qaṣṣah. All the Companions  
were martyred except Muḥammad 
ibn Maslamah  who was 
brought back wounded. 

The Sariyyah of Abū ʿUbaydah ibn 
al-Jarrāḥ  was also sent to 
Dhū al-Qaṣṣah, where they 
managed to get some spoils and 
return safely. 
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The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was sent to the Banū Sulaym 
in Al-Jamūm. The army captured 
some prisoners and spoils, then 
returned safely. 

Jumādā’ al-Ūlā’ 
 

The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was sent to Al-ʿĪṣ.  The army 
got some spoils and came back 
safely. 

The Gazwah of Banū Liḥyān took 
place on the borders of ʿUsfān, 
where there was no encounter. 

Jumādā’ al-Ākhirah 
 

The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was sent to Al-Ṭarf, where 
they managed to get some spoils 
and return safely.  
The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was then sent to Ḥismā’.  

Rajab The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was sent to Wādī al-Qurā’, 
where there was no encounter. 
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Shaʿbān The Sariyyah of ʿAbd al-Raḥmān 
ibn ʿAwf  was sent to Dūmah 
al-Jandal. He was ordered by 
Rasūlullāh  to marry the 
daughter of their leader. She 
embraced Islām and then he 
married her. 

The Sariyyah of ʿAlī  was sent 
to the Banū Saʿad ibn Bakr, in 
Fadak.  The army got some spoils 
and returned safely. 

Ramaḍān The Sariyyah of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah 
 was sent to Umm Qirfah, 
which was on the boundary of Wādī 
al-Qurā’. The army managed to 
capture some prisoners, get some 
spoils, and return safely. 

There was a severe drought and 
Rasūlullāh  prayed for 
rain. Allāh  answered his 
supplication. 
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Shawwāl The Sariyyah of ʿAbdullāh ibn 
Rawāḥah  was sent to Usayr 
ibn Zārim.  Sentence was passed on 
Usayr, and they returned safely. 

The Sariyyah of Kurz ibn Jābir al-
Fihriyyī  was sent to 
ʿUraniyyīn. They were brought 
before Rasūlullāh  and 
sentence was passed on them. 

Dhul Qaʿdah The Treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah took 
place, which was a great victory. 

The pledge of Al-Riḍwān took place 
during this time under an acacia 
tree in Al-Ḥudaybiyah. 

When the Muslims were returning 
from Al-Ḥudaybiyah, Sūrah al-Fatḥ 
was Revealed to Rasūlullāh 
, near Ḍajnān, and he 
recited it to his Companions 
. 
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Other Events in this Year The Sariyyah of Al-Khabṭ took 
place before the treaty of Al-
Ḥudaybiyah. 

The Sariyyah of Banū ʿAbsin took 
place. 

Muslim women could no longer 
marry polytheists. 

Rasūlullāh  sent letters to 
the rulers in the neighbouring 
kingdoms, inviting them to Islām.  

A solar eclipse took place. 

The ruling of Ẓihār was Revealed. 

Saʿad ibn Khawlah  passed 
away during captivity, in Makkah. 

A delegation from Judhām came to 
see Rasūlullāh . 

 
 

abu 
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Gazwah Dhū al-Qarad (Al-Ghābah) 
hū al-Qarad is the name of a spring north east of Madīnah, 
near Ghaṭafān. It is where the camels of Rasūlullāh 
 used to graze.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ꜤAbdur-Raḥmān ibn ʿUyaynah ibn Hiṣn Fazārī came with 40 riders 
and attacked the area. They took all the camels during this raid 
and killed the son of Abū Dhar al-Ghifārī , who had been 
looking after the camels. They also took the wife of Abū Dhar 
 as a captive.   

D 

Figure 1 - Dhū al-Qarad 
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Salamah ibn al-Akwaʿ  
As soon as Salamah ibn al-Akwaʿ  found out what had 
happened, he set off in pursuit.  He quickly climbed a hill and 
shouted three times: 

 ياَّصباحاه
This was a phrase used to alert people of an imminent 
catastrophe.  The sound of his cry was heard throughout Madīnah, 
and the people were alerted. 
 
Salamah ibn Akwaʿ  was a skilled archer.  He 
caught up with the raiders at a spring and started to 
shower them with arrows. He carried on doing this 
until all the camels were freed and 30 Yemeni sheets 
were also taken from them. 
 
Rasūlullāh  also set out with 500 or 700 men.  
Before the main party left, Rasūlullāh   had already sent 
a group of riders to lay chase.  This group caught up with the 
raiders and encountered them.  During the confrontation, one of 
the Companions, Muḥriz ibn Naḍlah , was martyred and 2 of 
the polytheists were also killed.  
 
Salamah ibn Akwaʿ  came to Rasūlullāh  and said 
that he had left the enemy thirsty at a certain place. If Rasūlullāh 
 gave him 100 men, he could take all the enemy as 
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captives.   Rasūlullāh  advised him to be lenient when 
he gained authority. 
 
The polytheists had been defeated and fled from the area. 
Rasūlullāh  stayed there for one day and one night. 
During his stay, he read Ṣalāt al-Khawf.  The Muslims returned to 
Madīnah after 5 days. 
 
The Names of the Martyrs of Gazwah Dhū al-Qarad  
 
Name Muhājir/Anṣār 
Dhirr ibn Abū Dhar Ghifārī  Anṣār 
Muḥriz ibn Naḍlah  Banū Asad 
Waqqāṣ ibn Muḥarriz  Banū Madlaj 
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Summary of Gazwah Dhū al-Qarad 
Battle Number 22 
Name of the Battle Dhū al-Qarad (Al-Ghābah) 
Date of the Battle 7AH Muḥarram 
Reason for Expedition ꜤAbdur-Raḥmān ibn ʿUyaynah 

ibn Hiṣn Fazārī came and stole 
some camels 

Location Dhū al-Qarad 
Representative of Rasūlullāh 
 in charge of 
affairs in Madīnah 

Ibn Umm Maktūm  

Standard Bearer for the 
Muslim Army 

Al-Miqdād ibn ʿAmr   

Leader of the enemy forces ꜤAbdur-Raḥmān ibn ʿUyaynah 
ibn Hiṣn Fazārī 

Number of Muslims 500 
Number of enemy forces or 
information about them 

Ghaṭafān 

Number of nights Rasūlullāh 
 spent outside of 
Madīnah for Expedition 

3-5 nights 

Type of Battle Pursuit 
Verses of Qur’ān narrated in 
relation to Expedition 

None 

Outcome of Battle Polytheists were defeated and 
the camels freed  
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The Battle of Khaybar 
he next major event which followed was the battle of 
Khaybar.  When the Muslims were returning to Madīnah 
from Al-Ḥudaybiyah, Allāh  revealed Sūrah al-

Fatḥ, in which He promised the Muslims many victories and 
bounties. 

1 هَِّّ َّهٰذِّ لََّلكَُمر نَهَاَّفَعَج  ًَّتاَرخُذُور ةَ ِّمََّكَثِّيۡر َّمَغَان ُ دَكُمَُّاللّّٰٰ  وعََ
“Allāh had promised you many spoils that you would receive,  

so He gave these to you sooner.” 

Allāh  mentioned in the verse, “So He gave these to you 
sooner.” This meant the victory over Khaybar. 

The treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah 
had been negotiated in Dhul 
Qaʿdah, in the 6th year of Hijri.  
Rasūlullāh  then 
returned with his 
Companions  and 
arrived in Madīnah.  He stayed there for the months of Dhul Ḥijjah 
and Muḥarram.  

It was now the 7th year of Hijri.  In this time Rasūlullāh 
 received the command to go to Khaybar.   

 
1 Sūrah al-Fatḥ Verse 20 

T 
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Khaybar 
Khaybar was a stronghold approximately 150km north of 
Madīnah.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Khaybar was populated by Jews, including people from the tribe 
of Banū al-Naḍīr, who had been expelled from Madīnah after 
breaking their treaty with the Muslims.  The Jews from Khaybar 
had also gone to Makkah to encourage the Quraysh to take up 
arms against the Muslims.  This had resulted in the ‘Battle of the 
Confederates’ which is also known as the ‘Battle of the Trench’. 

Figure 2 - Khaybar 
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The Hypocrites 
asūlullāh  had been informed by Allāh , 
that when the hypocrites hear news of the conquest of 
Khaybar, they will also want to join his army. 

Allāh  commanded Rasūlullāh  that the 
hypocrites should not go with him under any circumstance and 
the following Verse was sent down as Revelation: 

اَّ اَرخُذُورهَ ِّمََّلِِّ ِّلَّٰٰمَغَان َّا تُمر ِّذَاَّانطَْلَقر نََّا رمُخَل فُور لَُّال  سَيَـقُور

ناََّنـَت بِّعركُمرَّ ََِّّّ َّذَرُور لوُراَّكََمََّٰاللّّٰٰ ِّ بَد  َّيُّ نََّانَر ََّّيرُِّيردُور  

َّقَبرلَُّ َّمِّنر ُ َّقاَلََّاللّّٰٰ ناََّكَذٰلِّكُمر َّتتَ بِّعُور نَََّّ َّقُلَّْل نر لوُر َّفَسَيَقُور  

2 َّقَلِّيرلًَّ ِّلَ  نََّا قَهُور َّكََنوُراَّلَََّيَفر نـَنَاََّّبلَر َّتََرسُدُور  َّبلَر
“Those who remained behind will say, when you will proceed to 
the spoils (of war) to receive them, ‘Let us follow you.’ They wish 
to change the words of Allāh. Say, ‘You shall not follow us. Allāh 
had said like this beforehand.’ Then they will say, ‘No, but you 

are jealous of us.’ On the contrary, they do not understand  
(the reality) but a little.” 

 

 

 
2 Sūrah al-Fatḥ Verse 15 

R 
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The Army Leaves 
owards the end of the month of Muḥarram, Rasūlullāh 
 left with his army and travelled north towards 
Khaybar.  From his wives, Umm Salamah  

accompanied him on this journey.  According to some reports, the 
army comprised of 1400-foot soldiers and 200 cavalry.   

Rasūlullāh  left Sibāʿ ibn ʿArfaṭah  in Madīnah, to 
manage affairs and gave the standard of the army to ʿAlī .   

Rasūlullāh  knew that the Jews from Ghaṭafān had 
gathered an army to help the people of Khaybar, so he stopped at 
Maqām Rajīʿ, which was half way between Ghaṭafān and Khaybar. 

When the people of Ghaṭafān realized they were under risk 
themselves, they turned back. 

  

T 
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ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ  
In Ṣaḥīh al-Bukhārī, in Kitāb al-Maghāzī - The Book of Military 
Expeditions, there is a Ḥadīth which tells us about one of the 
Companions whose name was ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ .3 

Salamah ibn al-Akwaʿ  narrates, we went out to Khaybar in 
the company of the Prophet . While we were proceeding 
at night, a man from the group said to ʿĀmir , ‘O ʿĀmir! 
Won't you let us hear your poetry?’ ʿĀmir was a poet, so he got 
down and started reciting for the people poetry that kept pace 
with the camels’ footsteps, saying: 

نتََّْمَاَّاهْتَدَيْنَاََّّالَلّٰهُم َّ
َ
قْنَاَّوَلَََّصَلَ ينَْا    لوَْلَََّأ وَلَََّتصََدَ   

O Allāh! Without You, 
we would not have been guided on the right path,  

Neither would we have given in charity, 
nor would we have prayed 

بْقَينَْا
َ
قدَْامََّإِّنَّْلََقَينْاََّ    فاَغْفِّرَّْفِّدَاءًَّلكَََّمَاَّأ

َ
َّالأ وَثبَِّ تِّ  

So please forgive us, what we have committed (i.e., our defects); 
let all of us be sacrificed for Your Cause 

And make our feet firm when we meet our enemy 

 
3 Ṣaḥīh al-Bukhāri 4196 
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َّسَكِّينَةًَّعَلَينَْا لقِّْيََْ
َ
بيَنَْاَّ    وأَ

َ
ِّنَاَّأ يحََّب إِّنَ اَّإِّذَاَّصِّ  

And send Sakīnah (i.e., calmness) upon us, 
And if they call us towards an unjust thing, we will refuse 

لوُاَّعَلَينَْا َّعَوَ  يَاحِّ ِّالصِّ   وَب
The infidels have made a hue and cry  

to ask others’ help against us 

 

 

Rasūlullāh  asked who was reciting the poetry.  The 
people said it was ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ .  

Rasūlullāh  then said, ‘May Allāh bestow His Mercy on 
him.’  Whenever Rasūlullāh  would make a supplication 
for forgiveness or favour for a single person, this was a sign that 
they would soon attain martyrdom. 

In a narration from Musnad Aḥmad, Umar  said, ‘O Allāh's 
Prophet ()! Would that you let us enjoy his company 
longer.’ Meaning, it would have been good if they could benefit 
from the bravery of ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ  for more time. 

ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ  was martyred during the battle of 
Khaybar. 
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The Supplication of Rasūlullāh  
When the Muslim army was close to its destination, Rasūlullāh 
 commanded them to stop. He then recited the 
following supplication: 

 اللهمَّربَّالسماواتَّوَّماَّأظللن
O Allāh, Lord of the Heavens and whatever it covers 

وَّربَّالَرضيََّوَّماَّأقللنَّ  
And the Lord of the Earths and what it holds 

وَّربَّالشياطيََّوَّماَّأضللنَّ  
And the Lord of the Shayāṭīn and those who deceive others 

وَّربَّالرياحَّوَّماَّأذرينََّّ  
And the Lord of the Winds and what they spread 

 فاناَّنسألكَّخيَّۡهذهَّالقريةَّوَّخيَّۡأهلهاَّوَّخيَّۡماَّفيها
Indeed, we ask You for good from this city and good from its 

people and good from whatever is in it 
وَّنعوذبكَّمنَّشرهاَّوَّشرَّأهلهاَّوشرماَّفيهاَّ  

And we ask refuge with You from its evil and the evil from its 
people and the evil from within the city 

أقدمواَّباسمَّاللَّّٰ  
Enter with the name of Allāh 
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The Morning of the Offensive 
asūlullāh  arrived in Khaybar at night.  His habit 
was that he would never attack at night time; rather wait 
for the morning and listen out for the Adhān.  He would 

only attack if it wasn’t heard. 

In the same way, Rasūlullāh  waited until the following 
morning. As he didn’t hear the Adhān, he prepared to start the 
assault on the forts. 

The people of Khaybar came out to work in the morning with their 
spades and shovels.  When they saw the Muslim army 
approaching, they said:  

 مُمدَّوالخميس
Which meant that Muḥammad  has arrived with his 
whole army.  The word ‘Khamīs’ was used to describe an army 
because it had five divisions.   

 

 

 

 

 

R 
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Rasūlullāh  saw them and raised his hands.  He then 
said: 

ِّسَاحَةَِّّقوَْمٍَّ َّإِّن اَّإِّذَاَّنزََلْْاََّب  خَرِّبَتَّْخَيبََُْ

فسََاءََّصَبَاحَُّالمُْنذَْرِّينَََّّ  
‘Khaybar is destroyed, for whenever we descend in the courtyard 
of a (hostile) nation, then dreadful will be the morning for those 

who have been warned.’ 

The people who had come out to work hurried back and locked 
themselves in their forts. 
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The Forts of Khaybar 
he Muslim army had marched north from Madīnah and 
entered Khaybar from the west.  Khaybar consisted of 
several forts, eight of which were larger than the rest.  

These were named as follows: 

Nāʿim Al-Ṣaʿab ibn Maʿādh 
Al-Zubayr (Qullah) Ubayy 
Al-Nizār Al-Qamūṣ 
Al-Waṭīḥ Sulālim 

 

The arrows show the path of the Muslim army. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The forts were then attacked, one after the other. 

T 

Figure 3 - The forts of Khaybar 
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The Fort of Nāʿim 
The fort of Nāʿim was the first to fall.  A millstone was thrown 
from the fort which hit Maḥmūd ibn Maslamah , which 
resulted in his martyrdom. 

The Fort of Al-Qamūṣ 
The next to fall, was Al-Qamūs, one of the most fortified of all the 
forts in Khaybar. This fort belonged to the Banū Abū al-Ḥuqayq, 
from the Banū al-Naḍīr. 

When the assault began on the fort, Rasūlullāh  was 
unwell due to a severe migraine.  In his stead, he sent Abū Bakr 
 with the standard, to the battlefield.  Despite all his efforts, 
the Muslim army was unable to conquer the fort, so Abū Bakr 
 returned. 

The following day, Rasūlullāh  sent ʿUmar  with 
the standard.  ʿUmar  tried his best, but was also unable to 
take the fort, so he also returned. 

  

Figure 4 - The Fort of Al-Qamūs 
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Rasūlullāh  then said, tomorrow he will give the 
standard to that person who loves Allāh  and His 
Messenger , and Allāh  and His Messenger 
 love him as well.  Victory will be on his hands. 

The whole night was spent with every person waiting eagerly to 
see if they were the one who Rasūlullāh  was talking 
about.   

When the morning arrived, Rasūlullāh  called ʿAlī 
, who was suffering from an eye ailment, at the time.  
Rasūlullāh  placed his blessed saliva on the eyes of ʿAlī 
 and supplicated for him.  The affliction immediately 
subsided, such that it was as if ʿAlī  never had a problem 
with his eyes in the first place. 

Rasūlullāh  gave ʿAlī  the 
standard and advised him to invite the 
people of the fort towards Islām first 
and also inform them about the rights 
of Allāh .  Rasūlullāh 
 took an oath on Allāh 
 and told ʿAlī , even if 
one person is guided through him, it is 
better for him than red camels.   

ʿAlī  took the standard and went to the battlefield. 
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In Ibn Hishām it mentions that ʿAlī  hurried with the 
standard and planted it in a pile of rocks under the fort.  A person 
from the fort looked down upon him and asked him who he was.  
Upon the reply of ʿAlī , the person said, ‘You have won by 
what was Revealed to Mūsā’ ’, or words to that effect. 

The people came out of the fort and ʿAlī  confronted them.  
One of the people struck ʿAlī , causing his shield to fall from 
his hand.  ʿAlī  then took hold of a door by the fort and 
started using that as a shield.  He kept this door in his hand until 
Allāh  made them victorious.   

When the battle was over, he threw the door away.  Abū Rāfiʿ 
 mentions that he tried to turn the door over with seven 
other Companions , but they were unable to do so, such was 
its weight. 

The Duel 
One of the famous soldiers of Khaybar by the name of Marḥab, 
came out to challenge the Muslims.  ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ  
came out to meet him.  He was the one who had recited poetry on 
the way and Rasūlullāh  had supplicated for him.  It is 
mentioned in Ibn Hishām, that it was Muḥammad ibn Maslamah 
 who met Marḥab’s challenge.  

ʿĀmir  aimed a strike at Marḥab’s legs but 
missed and the sword hit his own 
knee which resulted in his 
martyrdom.   
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ʿAlī  then went out to meet Marḥab and defeated him. 

Marḥab’s brother Yāsir then came out, and Zubayr ibn al-ʿAwwām 
 came forward to meet him.  Zubayr  made sure that 
Yāsir met the same fate as his brother. 

The Siege 
The siege lasted for twenty days, and the fort finally fell to the 
Muslims at the hands of ʿAlī .   

Apart from the spoils of war, many captives were also taken.  

Amongst the captives was Ṣafiyyah, the daughter of Ḥuyayy ibn 
Akhṭab, the leader of the Banu al-Naḍīr.  She was married to 
Kinānah ibn al-Rabīʿ. 

 

  

Figure 5 – The remains of a fort in Khaybar 
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The Fort of Al-Ṣaʿab ibn Muʿādh 
After Qamūṣ, the fort of Al-Ṣaʿab ibn Muʿādh was captured.  The 
fort had lots of grain, fat and other food stuffs which came into 
the hands of the Muslims.   

In some narrations, it mentions that the Muslim army had been 
very short of provisions and Rasūlullāh  supplicated for 
them.  The following day, Allāh  gave them victory over 
this fort which replenished their supplies and gave them essential 
support for their expedition.  

 

  

Figure 6 - The remains of a fort in Khaybar 
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The Fires 
On this day, the incident mentioned in the following Ḥadīth 
occurred: 
 

وقْدَُواَّ
َ
َّأ َّفَتَحُواَّخَيبَََْ مْسَواَّْيوَمَْ

َ
اَّأ َّقاَلََّلمَ  وَعِّ كْ

َ
َّالأ مَةََّبنِّْ

عَنَّْسَلَ
َّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّ ُّ ِّيَۡانََّقاَلََّالْ بِِّ وقْدَْتََُّّالْ 

َ
َّمَاَّأ ََِّّّمَّْعََلَ ه هَذِّ

ِّيَۡانََّ ي ةَِّّالْ  سِّْ َّالُُْمُرَِّّالإِّن .قاَلوُالُُُومِّ  

اََّّقاَلَََّّ واَّقدُُورهََ ُ هْرِّيقُواَّمَاَّفِّيهَاَّوَاكْسِِّ
َ
أ  

لُهَا َّفَقَالََّنُهَرِّيقَُّمَاَّفِّيهَاَّوَنَغْسِّ لٌَّمِّنََّالقَْومِّْ َّ.فَقَامََّرجَُ  

َّ4 وَّْذَاكََّ
َ
َّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمََّّأ ُّ  فَقَالََّالْ بِِّ

 
Salamah ibn al-Akwaʿ  narrated, “In the evening of the day 

of the conquest of Khaybar, the army made fires (for cooking). 
The Prophet  said, ‘For what reason have you lit these 

fires?’ They said, ‘For cooking the meat of domestic donkeys.’  
Rasūlullāh  said, ‘Throw away what is in them (the 

cooking pots) and break the pots.’ A man from the people got up 
and said, ‘Shall we throw away the contents of what is in them 
(the cooking pots) and then wash them?’ (Instead of breaking 
them) The Prophet  said, ‘Yes, you can do either.’’’ 

 
4 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 5497 
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The Fort of Qullah (Al-Zubayr) 
The people of Khaybar then sought refuge in the fort of Qullah.  
This structure was also well fortified.  The fort was situated on top 
of a mountain; hence it was called Qullah, which means summit or 
mountain top.  Later, it would be called the fort of Al-Zubayr 
, as it came into his share when the spoils of war were 
distributed. 

The Muslims laid siege to the fort for three days.  It just so 
happened that a Jew came to Rasūlullāh  and informed 
him that even if he laid siege to them for an entire month, it would 
not matter.   They have a natural spring under their land, so they 
come out at night, collect the water, then return to their forts.  If 
their water supply was stopped, the Muslims would be able to 
defeat them. 

Rasūlullāh  stopped their 
water and the people in the fort had 
no choice but to come out and fight.  
A fierce confrontation took place in 
which ten of their men died as well 
as some of the Companions . 
The fort was then captured.  
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The Forts of Ubayy, Al-Waṭiḥ and Salālim 
The next to fall, was the fort of Ubayy.  Following this, Rasūlullāh 
 moved onto others.  Once these had also been 
conquered, Rasūlullāh  finally made his way to the 
remaining forts of Waṭīḥ and Salālim.  In other narrations, it also 
mentions the fort of Kaytabah.   

The people who had run away from the surrounding areas arrived 
and fortified themselves inside.  The Muslims laid siege to the 
forts, and after fourteen days, the Jews had no choice but to ask 
Rasūlullāh  to agree terms. Rasūlullāh  
accepted their request. 

The people of Khaybar sent Ibn Abū al-Ḥuqayq to discuss the 
terms of the treaty. Rasūlullāh  granted them terms on 
the condition that they would withdraw from Khaybar. They 
would also leave their gold, silver, and weapons.   Rasūlullāh 
 warned them to refrain from hiding anything or break 
any of the terms.  If they did then Allāh  and Rasūlullāh 
 were free of any responsibility. 
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The Hidden Jewels 
Even though a truce had been made, a leather bag belonging to 
Ḥuyayy ibn Akhṭab, which contained all their jewellery went 
missing.   

Rasūlullāh  called Kinānah ibn al-Rabīʿ and his brothers 
and asked them where the bag had gone.  They all replied that its 
contents had been spent towards the war effort.   

Rasūlullāh  warned them that it would not be good for 
them if this bag was found.   Rasūlullāh 
 then called one of the 
Anṣār. He was instructed 
to go to a certain 
place and dig out the 
bag, which had been hidden in the roots of the tree.   

The Companion  went and found the bag, exactly as 
Rasūlullāh  had told him.  The total amount of wealth in 
the bag had a value of around 10,000 dinārs (gold coins).  

Due to this crime, the people who had lied about the bag paid the 
ultimate price. Among them was the husband of Ṣafiyyah , 
Kinānah ibn al-Rabīʿ.  

Kinānah ibn al-Rabīʿ had also killed Maḥmūd ibn Maslamah  
the brother of Muḥammad ibn Maslamah .  Kinānah was 
handed over to Muḥammad ibn Maslamah  to pass sentence 
on him. 
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Fadak 
When the people of Fadak found out that the people of Khaybar 
had come to terms with Rasūlullāh , they also sent a 
request to him.  Muḥayyasah ibn Masʿūd went to discuss the 
terms.   

In Ibn Hishām, it mentions that Rasūlullāh  agreed 
similar terms with the people of Fadak as he had done with the 
people of Khaybar. 

Fadak had been taken without any offensive, without the need for 
any force.  Therefore, the wealth that was left behind was 
exclusively for Rasūlullāh  and he was free to do with it 
what he wished.  Unlike the lands of Khaybar, the areas of Fadak 
were not distributed amongst the Companions  who were 
in the army. 
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Ṣafiyyah   
When the captives were gathered, Ṣafiyyah , the daughter 
of Ḥuyayy ibn Akhṭab and wife of Kinānah ibn Rabīʿ was also 
present.  Ḥuyayy ibn Akhṭab was from the descendants of Hārūn 
.  

Diḥyah  asked Rasūlullāh  if he could be given a 
captive.  Rasūlullāh  gave him a choice to pick whoever 
he wanted, so he chose Ṣafiyyah .   

The Companions  told Rasūlullāh  that Ṣafiyyah 
 was the daughter of the leader of Khaybar, so she would be 
more suitable for him.  Rasūlullāh  then took her back 
from Diḥyah  and gave him her cousin sister instead.  

Rasūlullāh  freed Ṣafiyyah  and married her. 

 صفية
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The Poisoned Goat 
After the victory at Khaybar, Rasūlullāh  spent a few 
more days there.  During his stay, Zaynab bint Ḥārith, the wife of 
Salām ibn Mushkim sent a roasted goat as a gift to Rasūlullāh 
.   Her plan was to poison Rasūlullāh . 

Zaynab bint Ḥārith had enquired, which part of the goat did 
Rasūlullāh  like the most?  She was told it was the arm, 
so she put lots of poison in that part.   She then poisoned the rest 
of the goat. 

The goat was placed in front of Rasūlullāh .  As soon as 
Rasūlullāh  tasted it, he stopped and did not swallow the 
morsel.  Bishr ibn al-Barā’ ibn Maʿrūr  who was with 
Rasūlullāh , ate and swallowed some of it. 

Rasūlullāh  spat out the food and said the goat had been 
poisoned.  Zaynab was called and asked about the goat.  She 
admitted that it had been poisoned.  She was then asked why she 
had poisoned it. 

The reason she gave was that if 
Rasūlullāh  was a true 
Prophet, then Allāh  would 
inform him (that the goat was poisoned) 
and if he was not, then the people would be 
relieved of him.   
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In a narration in Bayhaqī, it mentions that Zaynab bint Ḥārith 
 embraced Islām after this incident.   

Bishr ibn al-Barā’ ibn Maʿrūr , who had eaten some of the 
poisoned meat, passed away as a result. 

Due to this, Zaynab  was handed over to the family of Bishr 
 who then passed sentence on her. 
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The Agreement 
Rasūlullāh  had agreed terms with the people of 
Khaybar.  One of the conditions was that they were to leave their 
land.  They came to Rasūlullāh  and requested that they 
be allowed to stay and cultivate their land.  In return, they would 
give half of the produce to him.  Rasūlullāh  agreed to 
this. 
 
Each year, when the time to harvest the crops arrived, Rasūlullāh 
 would send ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah .  He would 
divide the produce into two shares and then tell the people of 
Khaybar to take whichever share they wanted.  This act really 
impressed the people of Khaybar. 

It was in Khaybar that an agreement like this was first made in 
which the crops would be shared.  Henceforth, the name 
attributed to such agreements was ‘Mukhābarah’. 
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The Names of the Martyrs of Gazwah Khaybar 
There is a difference of opinions as to how many Companions 
 were martyred during this battle.  The enemy had 93 
casualties.   

Name Muhājir/Anṣār 
Aus ibn Ḥabīb  Anṣār 
Aus ibn Fadak  Anṣār 
Aus ibn ʿĀ’iz   
Aslam   
Thābit ibn Wāthila  Anṣār 
Ḥārith ibn Ḥāṭib  Anṣār 
Rifā’ ibn Sarḥ  Anṣār 
Rabīʿah ibn Aktham  Anṣār 
Sulaym ibn Thābit   
ʿĀmir ibn al-Akwaʿ   
ʿAbdullāh ibn Abū Umayyah  Banū Asad 
ʿAbdullāh ibn Hīb   
ʿAdīy ibn Murrah  Anṣār 
ʿArrah ibn Murrah  Anṣār 
ʿUmārah ibn ʿUqbah  Anṣār 
Abū Sufyān ibn Ḥārith ibn Qays  Anṣār 
ʿUmayr ibn Thābit  Anṣār 
Masʿūd ibn Saʿad  Anṣār 
Maḥmūd ibn Maslamah  Anṣār 
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Summary Gazwah Khaybar 
Battle Number 23 
Name of the Battle Khaybar 
Date of the Battle 7AH Muḥarram 
Reason for Expedition After the treaty of  

Al-Ḥudaybiyah, Rasūlullāh 
 went to Khaybar 

Location Khaybar 
Representative of Rasūlullāh 
 in charge of 
affairs in Madīnah 

Sibāʿ ibn ʿArafaṭah  

Standard Bearer for the 
Muslim Army 

ʿAlī  

Leader of the enemy forces Marḥab 
Number of Muslims 1400 or 1600 
Number of enemy forces or 
information about them 

10,000 

Number of nights Rasūlullāh 
 spent outside of 
Madīnah for Expedition 

Close to 2 months  

Type of Battle Siege 
Verses of Qur’ān narrated in 
relation to Expedition 

Verse 27 from Sūrah al-Aḥzāb 
and a verse from Sūrah al-Fatḥ 

Outcome of Battle Victory for the Muslims and 
terms agreed with the people of 

Khaybar 
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The Spoils of Khaybar 
he bounty from Khaybar included oxen, camels, and some 
goods, but not much gold or silver.  However, the greatest 
asset was the land, enriched with gardens and orchards. 

Apart from the land, the rest of the spoils were divided amongst 
the Muslims.  The land was only given to the Companions  
who were present in Al-Ḥudaybiyah. 

So how was this land divided? 

This information can be found in a narration in Sunan Abū 
Dāwūd: 

َّ َّالْ بِِّ ِّ صْحَابِّ
َ
الٍَّمِّنَّْأ نصَْارَِّّعَنَّْرِّجَ

َ
َّيسََارٍَّمَوْلَََّالأ عَنَّْبشَُيَِّّْۡبنِّْ

ولََّ َّرسَُ ن 
َ
َِّّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّأ اَّظَهَرَََّّاللّّٰٰ صلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّلمَ 

َّسَهْمٍَّمِّائةَََّسَهْمٍَّ ِّيَََّسَهْمًاَّجَََعََّكُُُّ ت ةٍَّوَثلََث َّسِّ َّقَسَمَهَاَّعََلَ َّخَيبَََْ عََلَ
َّ ولِّ ِّرسَُ َِّّفَكََنََّل ِّصْفَُّمِّنََّّْاللّّٰٰ ِّلمُْسْلِّمِّيَََّالْ  صلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّوَل

ِّهَِّّ ِّمَنَّْنزََلََّب َّل َ ِّصْفََّالَْْاقِِّ زَلََّالْ  ِّكََّوعََ  ذَل
5 َّ َّالْ اسِّ ِّبِّ مُورَِّّوَنوََائ

ُ
 َّمِّنََّالوْفُُودَِّّوَالأ

 
5 Sunan Abū Dāwūd 3012 

T 
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The Ḥadīth mentions that Rasūlullāh  divided the land 
into 36 lots.  Each of the lots had 100 portions.   

One half of the land was reserved for Rasūlullāh  and the 
Muslims, and the other half was for the deputations that came to 
him, the emergent needs of the people and other matters. 

In Sīrate Muṣtafā, it mentions that Rasūlullāh  took out 
one fifth first.  The remainder was then divided into 36 lots, 18 of 
which were kept for the general use of the Muslims.  The 
remaining lots were distributed amongst the Companions  
who had taken part in Al-Ḥudaybiyah. 

How were the Lots Divided? 
There are differing narrations on how these 18 lots were divided.  
As mentioned earlier, each lot had 100 shares, so there were 1800 
shares in total. 

One narration mentions that there were 1400 soldiers of which 
200 were cavalry.  In addition to their own share, each horseman 
also received a double share in lieu of their horse.  So that would 
make 1400 for the soldiers and 400 for the horses, totalling 1800 
shares. 

Another narration in Sunan Abū Dāwūd 
reports that there were 1500 soldiers in the 
army, including 300 cavalry.  A single share 
was allocated to each infantryman and two 
for each cavalryman. totalling 1800 shares.  
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The Returning of the Lands to the Anṣār 
hen the Muhājirūn first arrived in Madīnah, the Anṣār 
gave them some land and orchards.  The Muhājirūn 
would then work on this land, resulting in mutual 

benefit.  After the conquest of Khaybar, the Muhājirūn were no 
longer in need of assistance, so they returned the lands back to 
the Anṣār. 

Rasūlullāh  had been given some trees by the mother of 
Anas , Umm Sulaym  which he, in turn, had given to 
Umm Ayman .  Umm Ayman  had looked after 
Rasūlullāh when he was a child and was also the mother 
of Usāmah ibn Zayd . 

Umm Sulaym  also now asked Rasūlullāh  if he 
could return her trees.  Umm Ayman  initially refused to 
give them back so Rasūlullāh  asked her to take some 
other trees in exchange for them.  Eventually, Rasūlullāh 
 gave Umm Ayman 
 10 trees in exchange for 
each of the trees of Umm Sulaym 
. 

  

W 
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The Return of the Migrants from Abyssinia 
 group of Muslims had migrated to Abyssinia in the early 
days of Islām.  When they found out that Rasūlullāh 
 had migrated to Madīnah, many of them left 

Abyssinia to join him in Madīnah.   

ʿAbdullāh ibn Masʿūd  arrived in Madīnah at the time the 
Muslims were preparing for Badr.  The cousin of Rasūlullāh 
, Jaʿfar , arrived with some other Companions 
 on the day the conquest of Khaybar was completed.   

Upon seeing Jaʿfar , Rasūlullāh  embraced him 
and kissed him on his forehead.  After a while, he said he didn’t 
know if he was happier due to the conquest of Khaybar or by the 
arrival of Jaʿfar . 

َّ نِّ
َ
َّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّبَعْدََّأ َّالْ بِِّ ِّ

مْنَاَّعََلَ َّمُوسَََّقاَلََّقدَِّ بِِّ
َ
عَنَّْأ

6 ناَ َّالفَْتحََّْغَيَْۡ دٍَّلمََّْيشَْهَدِّ حَ
َ
مَّْلأ َّفَقَسَمََّلَْاََّوَلمََّْيَقْسِّ  افْتَتَحََّخَيبَََْ

Abū Mūsā’ al-Ashʿarī  narrates, ‘We arrived in the company 
of Rasūlullāh  when Khaybar had been defeated.  From 
the bounties, we were also given a share.  Apart from us, no one 

else who had not been present at Khaybar was given a share.’ 

 

 
6 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4233 

A 
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Wādī al-Qurā & Taymā’  
fter Khaybar, Rasūlullāh  turned his attention 
to Wādī al-Qurā. After four days, victory was achieved by 
the Muslims.  The people of Taymā’ heard about the 

defeat and made a truce with Rasūlullāh , that they 
would pay the Jizyah. 

Wādī al-Qurā is tentatively said to be around the modern area 
called Wādī al-Ūlā, as can be seen in the map below. 

 

 

A 

Figure 7 - Wādī al-Qurā 
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Laylatul Taʿrīs 
fter the victories over Wādī al-Qurā and Taymā’, 
Rasūlullāh  made his way back to Madīnah.  On 
the journey, the army stopped to rest towards the latter 

part of one night.   

Rasūlullāh  asked, which person would make sure they 
will pray their Fajr Ṣalāh, so they could all sleep? Bilāl  
replied that he would make sure they would get up, so Rasūlullāh 
 went to sleep with the rest of the army. 

Bilāl  had volunteered to remain awake, so he got up and 
started to pray.  He then sat down and leaned against his mount.  
He faced east, waiting for the dawn.  His eyes then grew heavy, 
and sleep overtook him. 

َّ مْسِّ بَُّالش  دََّْطَلَعََّحَاجِّ َّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّوقَ ُّ فاَسْتَيقَْظََّالْ بِِّ
يْنََّمَاَّقُلتَََّّْفَقَالََّ

َ
ِّلَلَُّأ َّنوَمَْةٌَّمِّثلُْهَاََّّياََّب لقِّْيَتَّْعََلَ 

ُ
قاَلََّمَاَّأ

َّ ََّّقاَلَََّّ.قَطُّ ََّإِّن  هَاَّعَلَيكُْمََّّْاللّّٰٰ يَََّشَاءََّوَردَ  رْوَاحَكُمَّْحِّ
َ
قَبَضََّأ

لَةَِّّ ِّالص  َّب ِّالْ اسِّ ِّنَّْب ذ 
َ
ِّلَلَُّقُمَّْفَأ يَََّشَاءََّياََّب  حِّ

7 َّ تَّْقاَمََّفصََلى  مْسَُّوَابْيَاض  َّالش  اَّارْتَفَعَتِّ َّفَلَم 
َ
أ  َّفَتَوضَ 

 

 
7 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 595 

A 
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‘The Prophet  got up and the edge of the sun had risen 
and said, ‘O Bilāl! What about your statement?’  

Bilāl  replied,  
‘I have never slept such a sleep.’ Rasūlullāh  said, 

‘Indeed Allāh  captured your souls when He wished and 
returned them to you when He wished. O Bilāl! Get up and 

pronounce the Adhān for Salāh.’ Rasūlullāh  performed 
ablution and when the sun came up and became bright,  

he stood up and prayed.’ 
 

In other narrations, it mentions that Rasūlullāh 
 commanded them to move away 
from the valley.  They rode a short distance, 
then prayed Fajr Ṣalāh.  It was on this occasion 

that Rasūlullāh  said: 

اَّ ِّهَاَّإِّذَاَّذَكَرهََ لَةََّفَليُْصَل  َّالص  َ  مَنَّْنسَِِّ
َّ8 ِّكْرِّي لَةََّلِِّ َّالص  قِّمِّ

َ
َََّّقاَلَََّّأ َّاللّّٰٰ  فإَِّن 

 
‘When anyone forgets the prayer,  

he should observe it when he remembers it, for Allāh has said: 
“And establish Salāh for My Remembrance”’ 

(Sūrah Ṭāhā Verse 14) 

 
8 Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 680a 

javascript:openquran(19,14,14)
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The Compensatory ʿUmrah 
n the 6th year of Hijri, the treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah had taken 
place.  One of the terms was that the Muslims would return to 
Madīnah that year without performing ʿUmrah.  The 

following year, they would be allowed to come and spend three 
days inside the Holy city of Makkah, after which the Muslims 
would once again return to Madīnah. 

After the victory in Khaybar, Rasūlullāh 
 stayed in Madīnah and continued 
to dispatch expeditions.  The month of Dhul 
Qaʿdah now arrived.  Rasūlullāh  
commanded the Companions  to get 
ready and perform the Qaḍā of the ʿUmrah 
which they couldn’t complete the previous year.   

Rasūlullāh  also gave the command that none of the 
Companions  who were present at Al-Ḥudaybiyah should          
remain behind.  Therefore, all those who hadn’t passed away since 
the treaty, also went to perform the ʿUmrah. 

 

 

 

 

I 
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The Departure from Madīnah 
Rasūlullāh  left with 2,000 Companions  from 
Madīnah.  They started to make their way towards Makkah with 
70 camels, which were ‘hadī’ - sacrificial animals.  

ʿUwayf ibn al-Aḍbaṭ al-Daylī  was left in charge of affairs in 
Madīnah, by Rasūlullāh . 

The pilgrims reached Dhul Ḥulayfah and Rasūlullāh  
entered into Iḥrām with his Companions .  They recited the 
Ṭalbiyah whilst making their way towards the House of Allāh 
. 

َّلَْ يكََّْللّٰهَُّاََّلَْ يكََّْ لَْ يكََّْلَََّشَرِّيكََّْلكَََّلَْ يكََََّّّْم   

ِّعْمَةََّلكَََّوَالمُْلكَََّّْ َّالَُْمْدََّوَالْ  ِّن  لَََّشَرِّيكََّْلكَََََّّّا  
As part of the treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah, 
the Muslims had an agreement with 
the Quraysh that they would not enter 
Makkah with any weapons apart from 
swords, which would remain in their 
scabbards.  The Muslims did carry 
other weapons as a precaution, but 
these were left at Baṭan Yājaj, which is 
around 8 miles from Makkah.  A contingent of 200 Companions 
 was left there to protect the weapons.  
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The Sacred Precinct 
asūlullāh  and his Companions  entered 
the blessed city of Makkah and proceeded towards the 
Ḥaram with the Ṭalbiyah on their lips.  It had been over 7 

years since Rasūlullāh  had seen the House of Allāh 
.  It had been over 7 years, since he had seen the streets 
where he had grown up, where he had lived, where he had spent 
the precious years of his life with Khaḍījah  and their 
children. 

The Couplets of ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  was holding the reign of Qaṣwā, the 
camel of Rasūlullāh . He was reciting the following 
couplets whilst walking: 

ارَّعَنَّْسَبِّيلِّْهَِّّ  خَلُّواَّبنيَّالكُف 
‘O disbelievers, leave your way’ 

َانَُّفيَّتنَِّْْيلهَِّّ  قدََّْانَزَْلَّالرحََْ
‘Allāh  has revealed in His Qur’ān’ 

 بانَّخيَّۡالقتلَّفيَّسبيله
‘The best form of death is in his path’ 

 
 

R 
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 نحنَّقتلناكمَّعَلَّتاويلهَّكماَّقتلناكمَّعَلَّتنْيله
‘We engaged with you in battle because you refused to adhere to 

His command like how we engaged with you in battle for 
refusing to believe in the Qur’ān’ 

In another narration, it mentions that Rasūlullāh  then 
told ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  to recite the following: 

َّ ِّلَ  ِّلَهَّا َُّلَا دَهََُّّاللّّٰٰ وحَْ  
‘There is no God, but Allāh, He is alone’ 

َّعَبدَْهَُّ  نصََََ
‘He helped His servant’ 

َّجُندَْهَُّ  واعََز 
‘And He honoured His army’ 

دَه زَابََّوحَْ َّالَْحَْ زمََ  وهََ
‘And defeated the Confederates all alone’ 

 

The other Companions  also started 
to recite this with ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah 
.  It was in this way that Rasūlullāh 
 and his blessed Companions 
 entered the Holy city of Makkah. 
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The Ṭawāf 
When a pilgrim arrives in Makkah, the first ritual they must 
perform is the Ṭawāf, the circumambulation of the Holy Kaʿbah.  
For men, in the first 3 rounds, Raml must be performed. This 
means the men must stand tall with their chests out, and then 
walk with their arms moving up and down. 

The origin for this action is when Rasūlullāh  and the 
Muslims arrived for ꜤUmrah, the Quraysh sat watching on top of 
one of the hills called Jabal Qayqa’ān9, which overlooked the 
KaꜤbah.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Tuḥfatul Almaʿī Vol 3 page 263 

Kaʿbah 

Jabal Qayqa’ān 

Figure 8 - Makkah (image courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (binimad.com)) 
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In a narration in Ibn Hishām, it mentions that the Quraysh were 
gathered near Dār al-Nadwāh, the assembly house of the Quraysh. 

 
Figure 9 – Al-Masjid al-Ḥarām (image courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (binimad.com)) 

The Quraysh thought the fever of Madīnah had caused the 
Muslims to become weak.  Rasūlullāh  got knowledge of 
this, so he told the Muslims to do Raml when they perform the 
Ṭawāf.  This meant for the menfolk to march with their chest out 
and arms moving, like a wrestler entering the ring. When the 
Quraysh see this, they would realise the Muslims have not become 
weak.   

 

Dār al-Nadwāh’ 

Al-Ḥajr al-Aswad 

Al-Rukn al-Yamānī 
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Rasūlullāh  and his Companions  started to 
perform the Ṭawāf with Raml.  They started the Ṭawāf from Al-
Ḥajr al-Aswad, the black stone and continued marching anti 
clockwise until they reached Al-Rukn al-Yamānī.  At this point, 
the Quraysh could no longer see them, so they walked at a normal 
pace until they reached Al-Ḥajr al-Aswad without Raml.  After this 
point, as they were now visible to the Quraysh, the Muslims 
started to perform Raml again. 

The Quraysh watched the Muslims for the first three rounds of the 
Ṭawāf and commented, ‘Who is saying the Muslims have become 
weak?’  The Quraysh had seen enough and moved away. The 
Muslims then performed the remaining rounds of the Ṭawāf 
normally without Raml.   
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The Saʿī 
After the Ṭawāf was complete, Rasūlullāh  and the 
Muslims went on to perform the Saʿī between the two mountains, 
Aṣ-Ṣafā and Al-Marwah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 - The Saʿī (image courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (binimad.com)) 

While the Muslims were performing Saʿī, some of the Quraysh 
who hadn’t seen the Muslims do Ṭawāf, came to watch them 
again. Part of the path between the mountains was visible to the 
Quraysh.  Rasūlullāh  told his Companions , to 
run when they get to this point, and they did as they were 
commanded.  

When the Quraysh saw this sight, they thought the Muslims had 
run all the way from Aṣ-Ṣafā to Al-Marwah. This left them shocked 
due to the distance between the two mountains.   

Aṣ-Ṣafā 

Al-Marwah 
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After the Saʿī, the animals which the Muslims had brought with 
them were sacrificed and the pilgrims came out of Iḥrām. 

The Other Companions  
After some time, Rasūlullāh  gave the order for some of 
the Companions  to go to Baṭan Yājaj.  A group had been 
left there to protect the weapons of the Muslims.   This group was 
now ordered to go to Makkah and perform ʿUmrah, whilst the 
weapons were now looked after by the Companions  who 
had been sent by Rasūlullāh . 

The Quraysh and the Muslims had agreed the terms of the truce 
the year before, one of which was for the Muslims to come and 
perform ʿUmrah.  Even though this had been agreed, the Quraysh 
could not bear seeing the Muslims come and perform the Ṭawāf, 
therefore they left the city and went to the mountains whilst the 
Muslims were performing their pilgrimage. 
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The Marriage of Rasūlullāh  to 
Maymūnah  

asūlullāh  stayed in Makkah for three days after 
completing the ʿUmrah.  It was during this time he 
married Maymūnah bint al-Ḥārith .  Ibn Saʿad 

mentions that Maymūnah  was the last wife of Rasūlullāh 
.  After their marriage, he did not marry anyone else. 

Maymūnah  had previously been married to Abū Rahm ibn 
ʿAbd al-Uzzā’ who had passed away.  When Rasūlullāh  
sent a proposal to her, Maymūnah  made ʿAbbās  her 
representative and he got her married to Rasūlullāh .  
The dowry of her marriage to Rasūlullāh  was set at 500 
dirhams.   

  

R 
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The Departure from Makkah 
fter the three days had passed, the Quraysh sent some 
people to Rasūlullāh  to tell him that his time 
was up and he should now leave. 

Rasūlullāh  requested permission from the Quraysh to 
remain in Makkah so he could have his Walīmah (wedding feast) 
for his marriage to Maymūnah .  The Quraysh refused to 
give Rasūlullāh  permission to extend his stay, so he 
instructed the Companions  to leave Makkah right away. 

Rasūlullāh  left his servant Abū Rāfiʿ  with 
Maymūnah .  Abū Rāfiʿ  then brought Maymūnah 
 to a place called Sarif, where she met Rasūlullāh .  
They left from there and made their way north towards Madīnah, 
entering the blessed city in the month of Dhul-Ḥijjah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 
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The Revelation 
Allāh  Revealed the following Verse regarding the 
pilgrimage: 

َِّّ َـق 
ِّالُر ياََّب لَهَُّالرُّءر ور َّرسَُ ُ َّصَدَقََّاللّّٰٰ ۚ َّ لَـقَدر  

خُلُن ََّّ دَََّّلَـتَدر جِّ رمَسر َـرَامَََّّال ِّنرََّّالُر ََُّّشَاءَََّّٓا نََّّاللّّٰٰ َ َّامِّٰنِّيَر  

ََّ ِّقِّيَر ُورسَكُمرََّّمَُُل  ِّيرنَنََّّرءُ ِّ َّومَُقَصَ   

نََّ لَمُوراََّّلَََّتََاَفوُر َّتَعر فَعَلِّمََّمَاَّلمَر  

10 ٢٧ ِّكََّفَترحًاَّقَرِّيربًاَّ َّذلٰ نِّ َّدُور  َّفَجَعَلََّمِّنر
 

“Indeed, Allāh has made true to His Messenger the dream 
(shown) with truth: You will definitely enter the Sacred Masjid 
Inshā’Allāh (if Allāh wills,) peacefully, with your heads shaved, 

and your hairs cut short, having no fear.  
So, He knew what you did not know,  

and He assigned before that a victory, near at hand.” 

 

 

 

 
10 Sūrah al-Fatḥ Verse 27 
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The Daughter of Ḥamzah  
When Rasūlullāh  was leaving Makkah, the young 
daughter of Ḥamzah  ran behind Rasūlullāh 
 calling him, ‘Uncle, uncle’.   

Ḥamzah  had passed away in the battle of Uḥud a few years 
earlier.  As well as being the uncle of Rasūlullāh , 
Ḥamzah  was also his milk brother, therefore his daughter 
called Rasūlullāh  uncle. 

When she came, ʿ Alī  picked her up and put her on his camel. 

There were three people who all wanted to be responsible for her 
upbringing, ʿAlī , Jaʿfar  and Zayd ibn Ḥārithah .  
ʿAlī and Jaʿfar  were brothers and Ḥamzah  was their 
paternal uncle.  Rasūlullāh  had also formed a bond of 
brotherhood between Zayd  and Ḥamzah .  All three 
of them now made their claim. 

ʿAlī  said she was his uncle’s daughter and he had already 
picked her up.   Jaʿfar  said she was also his uncle’s daughter, 
and he was also married to her maternal aunt. Zayd  said 
that she was the daughter of his religious brother. 

Rasūlullāh  made the decision that the girl should stay 
with her maternal aunt (the wife of Jaʿfar ) as she is 
equivalent to her mother.   

This incident is recorded in the Ḥadīth on the following page: 
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مََّ ةََّفَقَدِّ ََّّرضىَّاللَّّٰعنهََّّقاَلََّخَرَجََّزَيدَُّْبْنَُّحَارِّثةَََّإِّلََّٰمَك  عَنَّْعََلِّ ٍ
ِّندِّْيَّ َّوعَ ِّهَاَّابْنَةَُّعَمّ ِّ َّب حَقُّ

َ
ناََّأ
َ
ذُهَاَّأ ناََّآخُ

َ
ََّفَقَالََّجَعْفَرٌَّأ ِّابنَْةَِّّحََزْةَ ب

َّ مٌّ
ُ
ِّندِّْيَّابنَْةََُّّخَالَُِهَاَّوَإِن مَاَّالْخَالَةَُّأ َّوعَ ِّهَاَّابْنَةَُّعَمّ ِّ َّب حَقُّ

َ
ناََّأ
َ
َّأ ٌّ فَقَالََّعََلِّ

ولَِّّ ََِّّّرسَُ ِّهَاََّّاللّّٰٰ َّب حَقُّ
َ
َّأ َ ِّهَاََّّ.صلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّوَهِِّ َّب حَقُّ

َ
ناََّأ
َ
فَقَالََّزَيدٌَّْأ

ِّهَاَّ مْتَُّب افَرتَُّْوقَدَِّ تَُّإِّلََهَْاَّوسََ ناََّخَرجَْ
َ
َّصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهََّّ.أ ُّ خَرَجََّالْ بِِّ

فَ
يثًاَّقاَلََّوسلمَّفََّ َعْفَرٍَّتكَُونَُّمَعََََّّّذَكَرََّحَدِّ ِّهَاَّلِّْ َّب قضِِّْ

َ
اَّالَْْارِّيَةَُّفَأ م 

َ
وَأ

11 َّ مٌّ
ُ
ِّهَاَّوَإِن مَاَّالْخَالَةَُّأ  خَالَِ

ʿAlī  narrates that Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  went out to 
Makkah and brought the daughter of Hamzah  with him. 

Jaʿfar  said, ‘I shall take her, I have more right to her. She is 
my uncle's daughter, and her maternal aunt is my wife; the 

maternal aunt is like the mother.’  ʿAlī  said, ‘I am more 
entitled to take her. She is my uncle's daughter. The daughter of 
the Messenger of Allāh  is my wife, and she has more 
right to her.’  Zayd  said, ‘I have more right to her. I went 

out and journeyed to her and brought her with me.’ The Prophet 
 came out and said, ‘As for the girl, I decided in favour 

of Jaʿfar . She will live with her maternal aunt.  
The maternal aunt is like a mother.’ 

 
11 Sunan Abū Dāwūd 2278 
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The Sariyyah of Akhram ibn Abū al-ʿAwjā’ 
 to the Banū Sulaym 

n the month of Dhul-Ḥijjah, Akhram ibn Abū al-ʿAwjā’ 
 was sent with some Companions  to the Banū 
Sulaym to invite them towards Islām. When they arrived, the 

Banū Sulaym said they had no need for Islām and started to shoot 
at them with arrows.  This resulted in the martyrdom of all the 
Companions  except Akhram . They had left him, 
thinking he was dead. 

Akhram  had become unconscious due to his injuries and 
was very close to death.  Later, he regained consciousness and 
made his way back to Madīnah arriving on the 1st of Ṣafar. 

 

  

I 
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Summary of Events in the 7th Year of Hijri 
There was a total of 24 events in this year. 
 
Month Event 
Muḥarram Rasūlullāh  returned his 

daughter Zaynab  to her 
husband Abū al-ʿĀṣ ibn al-Rabīʿ 
. 

The Gazwah of Dhū Qarad took 
place. 

The Gazwah of Khaybar took place. 

Rasūlullāh  chose 
Ṣafiyyah bint Ḥuyayy  from 
the captives of Khaybar. He freed 
her, then married her. 

The meat of a domesticated donkey 
became impermissible. 

Ṣafar The Sariyyah of Ghālib ibn 
ʿAbdullāh al-Laythī  was sent 
to the Banū ʿAbd ibn Thaʿlabah. 
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Shaʿbān The Sariyyah of Abū Bakr  
was sent to Najd. 

The Sariyyah of ʿUmar  was 
sent to Turabah. 

The Sariyyah of Bashīr ibn Saʿad 
, the father of Nuʿmān ibn 
Bashīr al-Anṣārī , was sent to 
the Banū Murrah on the boundary 
of Fadak.  

Ramaḍān The Sariyyah of Ghālib ibn 
ʿAbdullāh Al-Laythī  was sent 
to Mayfaʿah.   

 

Shawwāl The Sariyyah of Bashīr ibn Saʿad 
 was sent to Yaman and Jabār. 

 

Dhul Qaʿdah ʿUmratul Qaḍā’ took place. 

Rasūlullāh  married 
Maymūnah bint al-Ḥārith . 
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Dhul Ḥijjah The Sariyyah of Ibn Abū al-ʿAwjā’ 
as-Sulamī  was sent to the 
Banū Sulaym.  

Other Events in this Year On the way back from Khaybar, 
Rasūlullāh  sent 
Muḥayṣah ibn Masʿūd  to 
Fadak, inviting them to 
Islām.  Rasūlullāh  came 
to terms with them on half of their 
produce. 

Also, on the way back from 
Khaybar, the Muslims gained 
victory over Wādī al-Qurā’.  The 
land was left for the Jews on the 
condition that they also give a 
share of the produce to the 
Muslims, like the people of 
Khaybar.  

The Jews of Taymā’ found out what 
happened to their brothers in 
Khaybar, Fadak, and Wādī al-Qurā’, 
so they also agreed terms with 
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Rasūlullāh  and came 
with their wealth. 

On the way back to Madīnah, 
Rasūlullāh  and his 
Companions  did not awake 
for Fajr Ṣalāh.  They prayed Ṣalāh 
after sunrise. 

Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib  returned 
to Madīnah from Abyssinia, along 
with some other Companions 
 who had migrated there, 
including Abū Mūsā’ al-Ashʿarī 
. 

Abū Hurayrah  embraced 
Islām.  

Rasūlullāh  married 
Umm Ḥabībah . 

The Sariyyah of Abān ibn Saʿīd ibn 
al-ʿĀṣ  was sent to Najd. 

In this year, ʿImrān ibn Ḥuṣayn 
and his father  embraced 
Islām. 



 Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 11 – The Compensatory ʿUmrah 

79 | P a g e  
 

Ḥāṭib ibn Abū Baltaʿah  
returned from Egypt. Muqawqis, 
the leader of the Copts sent 
Rasūlullāh  some gifts, 
including 2 slave girls, Māriyah 
 and her sister Sirīn  
who both embraced Islām.  
Rasūlullāh  took Māriyah 
 for himself and she gave 
birth to his son Ibrāhīm 
.  Rasūlullāh  gave 
Sirīn to Ḥassān ibn Thābit  
and she gave birth to his son ʿAbd 
al-Raḥmān.  
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The Sariyyah of Ghālib ibn ʿAbdullāh Al-
Laythī  to Kadīd 

n the 8th year of Hijri, during the month of Ṣafar, Rasūlullāh 
 sent Ghālib ibn ʿAbdullāh al-Laythī  in the 
direction of Kadīd, to the Banū al-Malūḥ with a group of 

Companions .   

The Companions  arrived there and surprised the Banū al-
Malūḥ during the night.  They managed to take some of their 
camels and headed back towards Madīnah.   

A group of the Banū al-Malūḥ started to chase the Muslims and 
got close to them.  Suddenly Allāh sent down heavy rain.  

This rain flooded a valley, which was between both groups. The 
Muslims managed to get away and return to Madīnah safely. 

I 
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The Islām of Khālid ibn al-Walīd, ʿUthmān ibn 
Ṭalḥah and ʿAmr ibn al-ʿĀṣ   

t was during this time, many famous Companions  
embraced Islām.  This included the great general of Islām, 
Khālid ibn al-Walīd and the intelligent ʿAmr ibn al-ʿĀṣ .   

There is a difference of opinion as to when they became Muslim. 
Some say it was in the 7th year of Hijri, after the battle of Khaybar, 
whilst others say it was in the month of Ṣafar in the 8th year of 
Hijri.   

During the treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah, Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 was on the side of the Quraysh and during the battle of 
Mu’tah, he was on the side of the Muslims.  Taking this into 
account, we can deduce he embraced Islām in between these two 
events. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  says that Allāh  blessed him 
and instilled the love of Islām in his heart.  Suddenly, he thought 
each time he was involved in a conflict with the Quraysh against 
Rasūlullāh  and came back, he had the feeling in his 

heart that all his effort has been to no avail and Rasūlullāh 
 would be victorious.  

During the time of Al-Ḥudaybiyah, Khālid 
ibn al-Walīd   was in the cavalry of 
the Qurayshi army and he saw Rasūlullāh 

 at ʿUsfān. He was leading the 

I 
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Companions  in Ṣalāt al-Khawf.   Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 made the intention that he would attack Rasūlullāh 
, whilst he was reading Ṣalāh.  Rasūlullāh 
 became aware of his intention and Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 was not able to carry out his plan.   

It was at that time, Khālid ibn al-Walīd  realised that 
Rasūlullāh  was protected by Allāh .  He was 
being protected by the unseen and Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
returned unsuccessful. 

When Rasūlullāh  made the treaty with the Quraysh and 
returned to Madīnah, Khālid ibn al-Walīd   thought the 
strength and might of the Quraysh had now finished.  The king of 
Abyssinia follows Rasūlullāh  and his followers  
were living there in peace and harmony.   

Khālid ibn al-Walīd   now thought to himself, what else 
could he do? Should he go to Hiraqla, the Emperor of Rome, 
convert to Judaism or Christianity and become a follower of the 
non-Arabs, or stay a few more days in his own land and wait and 
see if anything happens. 

It was during these thoughts that 
Rasūlullāh  came to 
Makkah for ʿUmrah the following 
year after Al-Ḥudaybiyah.  At that 
time. Khālid ibn al-Walīd   
had left Makkah.   



 Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 11 – The Compensatory ʿUmrah 

83 | P a g e  
 

The Letter to Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
When Rasūlullāh  completed his ʿUmrah, the brother of 
Khālid ibn al-Walīd  , Walīd ibn al-Walīd , who was 
with Rasūlullāh  came looking for him, but could not 
find him. 

After a while, Walīd ibn al-Walīd  
wrote a letter to his brother.  The letter 
expressed his amazement that Khālid 
ibn al-Walīd  was such an 
intelligent person, yet he still had not 
become familiar with the pure religion of 
Islām.  Walīd ibn al-Walīd  also 
mentioned that Rasūlullāh 
 had asked about him and he 
also had expressed amazement about how an intelligent person 
like Khālid ibn al-Walīd  could still be unaware of Islām.  
Walīd ibn al-Walīd  advised his brother, that it would be 
better if he joined the Muslims and helped the truth.  

After receiving the letter, the attraction of Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 towards Islām increased and he developed a yearning to 
migrate to Madīnah.  He was also very happy when he heard what 
Rasūlullāh  had said about him. 
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The Dream of Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
Khālid ibn al-Walīd  then had a dream, where he was in a 
cramped city affected by drought.  He left this area and went to a 
place where it was very lush, and the cities were spread out. He 
said to himself that he had seen this dream to alert him.  

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  went to Makkah, gathered some items 
for travel and set off for Madīnah.  He wanted someone to join him 
on his journey. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  met Ṣafwān ibn Ummayah and said to 
him, ‘Don’t you see that Muḥammad  has become 
victorious over both Arabs and non-Arabs?  If we go to him and 
follow him, then it will be better for us.   The honour of 
Muḥammad  is our honour.’ 

Ṣafwān rebuked him and said if there was no one left on the face 
of this earth other than Muḥammad  to follow, even 
then he would not follow him. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  thought to himself that this person’s 
father and brother had been killed at Badr therefore he could not 
be reasoned with. 
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After a while, Khālid ibn al-Walīd  met Ikrimah ibn Abū Jahl 
(who would later also embrace Islām) and told him the same thing.  
Ikrimah replied in the same manner as Ṣafwān ibn Ummayah and 
refused to go with Khālid ibn al-Walīd . 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  then went home and prepared his 
camel. He thought he would go and see ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah 
, as he was his true friend.  He then remembered that his 
father and grandfather had also been killed in Badr, so he was in 
two minds, whether to ask him or not. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  finally decided that there was no harm 
in asking him, as he was going anyway.  He went to ʿUthmān ibn 
Ṭalḥah  and told him the same thing he had told Ṣafwān and 
Ikrimah.  ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah  accepted his advice and said 
he would also come to Madīnah.   

ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah  told 
Khālid ibn al-Walīd  that he 
would meet him at a place called 
Yā’jaj. If Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
arrived there before him, then he 
should wait for him. And if he 
arrived there before Khālid ibn al-
Walīd , then he in turn 
would wait for him. 
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The Journey to Madīnah 
On the day they had chosen to travel, Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
met ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah  as per their agreement at Yā’jaj.  
The following day they started to make their way to Madīnah.   

They reached a place called Haddah when they came across ʿAmr 
ibn al-ʿĀṣ .  They greeted each other and they asked him 
where he was going.  He said he was going to Madīnah with the 
intention of entering Islām and following Muḥammad .  
They replied and said they also had the same intention. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  and his two companions made their 
way to Madīnah and entered the city.  They rested their camels at 
Harrah, which was on the outskirts and somehow news of their 
arrival reached Rasūlullāh .  

Rasūlullāh  became very happy and said that Makkah 
had thrown out its liver, meaning its loved ones. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  wore some nice clothes and went to see 
Rasūlullāh .  On the way he saw his brother Walīd ibn al-
Walīd  who told him to go quickly as Rasūlullāh 
 had already received news of his arrival.  Rasūlullāh 
 was extremely happy and waiting to meet him.  They 
both went quickly and arrived in the presence of Rasūlullāh 
. 
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The Meeting with Rasūlullāh  
When Rasūlullāh  saw Khālid ibn al-Walīd , he 
smiled at him.  Khālid ibn al-Walīd  said ‘Assalāmu ʿAlayka 
Yā Rasūlullāh.’  Rasūlullāh  replied to his greeting very 
happily. 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  then said: 

الهَّالََّاللَّّٰوَّانَّمُمدَّرسولَّاللّٰاشهدَّانَّلََّ  
‘I bear witness that there is no God but Allāh and indeed 

Muḥammad  is Allāh’s Messenger.’ 

Rasūlullāh  told him to come closer and said: 

‘All praise is for Allāh Who guided you, I used to look at you and 
see you had intelligence and I hoped that this intelligence would 

lead you to nothing but good.’ 

Khālid ibn al-Walīd  then asked Rasūlullāh  to 
supplicate to Allāh  to forgive his sins, as he used to see 
him present in the places of battle against the truth. 

Rasūlullāh  said: 

 الَسلمَّيهدمَّماَّكَنَّقبله
‘Islām wipes out all the actions that were done before it.’ 
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Khālid ibn al-Walīd  then asked Rasūlullāh  again 
to supplicate for him. 

Rasūlullāh  then said: 

 اللهمَّاغفرَّلخالدَّبنَّالولَدَّكَُّماَّاوضعَّفيهَّ
 منَّصدَّعنَّسبيلَّاللّٰ

‘O Allāh, forgive Khālid ibn al-Walīd, all those actions which he 
committed in stopping people from the path of Allāh.’ 

After Khālid ibn al-Walīd  had met Rasūlullāh , 
ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah and ʿ Amr ibn Al-ʿĀṣ  also came forward 
and took a pledge on the hands of Rasūlullāh .   

ʿAmr ibn al-ʿĀṣ  mentions that first Khālid ibn Al-Walīd 
 took a pledge, then ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah , then he 
went forward.   

At that moment his condition was such that he says:  

‘By Allāh, I sat in front of Rasūlullāh  but I didn’t have 
the courage to lift my eyes up out of humility.  I took a pledge with 
him on that I would be forgiven all the sins which I committed 
before. The thought didn’t occur to me at that time to also ask for 
those sins which I will commit in the future.’ 



 Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 11 – The Compensatory ʿUmrah 

89 | P a g e  
 

Rasūlullāh  said indeed Islām erases those sins 
committed before it and Hijrah erases those sins before it. 

ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  said that whenever a military campaign 
would come, Rasūlullāh  did not treat anyone else as 
their equals. 
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The Battle of Mu’tah 
fter performing ʿUmrah, Rasūlullāh  came back 
to Madīnah. He stayed there for the month of Dhul Ḥijjah.  
During this time, the polytheists supervised the Ḥajj in 

Makkah.   
 
It was now the beginning of the 8th Year of Hijrah and Rasūlullāh 
 spent the first four months in Madīnah.  In the month 
of Jumādā al-Ūlā’, he sent a force towards Shām.  The force would 
eventually meet the enemy in a place called Mu’tah, which was in 
the region of Balqā, close to the ‘Dead Sea’.  You can see from the 
map below, the present-day location of Mu’tah in Jordan. 
 

 
   Figure 11 - Mu’tah 

 

A 



 Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 11 – The Compensatory ʿUmrah 

91 | P a g e  
 

The Letter to Shuraḥbīl ibn ʿAmr Ghassānī 
Rasūlullāh  had sent letters to the leaders and kings of 
the surrounding nations and empires.  One of these letters was 
sent with Ḥārith ibn ʿUmayr  to Shuraḥbīl ibn ʿAmr 
Ghassānī.  He was the deputy in charge of Shām on behalf of 
Hiraqla, the emperor of Rome.   

 
Ḥārith ibn ʿUmayr  arrived at Mu’tah 

with the letter. Shuraḥbīl ordered him to be 
mercilessly killed. When Rasūlullāh  
received news of this, he became very upset.  
Messengers from other leaders were supposed 

to be treated with respect. This act was extremely dishonourable 
and a heinous crime.  Due to this, Rasūlullāh  sent an 
army of 3,000 Companions  towards Shām. 
 
The Army 
In Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, in a Ḥadīth narrated by ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿUmar 
, he mentions that Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  was made the 
Commander of the army for the battle of Mu’tah. 

َّ َِّّعَنَّْعَبدِّْ ولََُّّاللّّٰٰ رََّرسَُ م 
َ
َّعُمَرَََّّرضىَّاللَّّٰعنهماََّّقاَلََّأ َِّّبنِّْ صلىََّّاللّّٰٰ

َِّّمُوتةَََّزَيدََّْبْنََّحَارِّثةَََّ َّغَزْوةَ  اللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّفيِّ
ولََُّّ َِّّفَقَالََّرسَُ صلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّاللّّٰٰ  
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12 ََِّّّبْنَُّرَوَاحَةََّ َّإِّنَّْقُتِّلََّزَيدٌَّْفَجَعْفَرٌَّوَإِنَّْقُتِّلََّجَعْفَرٌَّفَعَبدََُّّْاللّّٰٰ ََّّ 
Rasūlullāh  said, ‘If Zayd  gets killed, then Jaʿfar 

 (will become the Commander),  
if he gets killed then ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah .’ 

 
This expedition was also known as ‘Jaysh al-Umarā’’, which means 
‘Army of the leaders.’ 
 
The Advice 
Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  was given a white flag by Rasūlullāh 
.  He was then told to go to the locality where Ḥārith ibn 
ʿUmayr  had been martyred and invite the local people who 
lived there towards Islām.  If they embraced, that would be good. 
Otherwise, he should supplicate to Allāh  for help and 
assistance then confront them. 
 
Rasūlullāh  accompanied the army until they reached 
Thanīyyat al-Wadāʿ.  He then stopped and advised the army as 
follows: 
 

• At all times remain God conscious and devout 
• Look after your companions 

 
12 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4261 
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• In Allāh’s path, in His name, confront those who have 
denied the truth 

• Do not abuse anyone’s trust or rebel 
• Do not hurt any child, woman, or elderly person 

When the army was about to leave, ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah 
 started to weep.  He was asked, what has caused him to cry. 
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  replied: 
 

مَاَّوََّ
َ
ََِّّّأ َّسَمِّعْتََُّّاللّّٰٰ ِّ ِّكُمَّْوَلكَِّني  نْيَاَّوَلَََّصَبَابةٌََّب َّالدُّ َّحُبُّ مَاَّبِِّ  

ولَََّّ َِّّرسَُ ََّّاللّّٰٰ َُّصَلى  َّآيةًََّمِّنَّْكِّتَابََِّّّاللّّٰٰ
ُ
ل مََّيَقْرَأ ََِّّّعَلَيهَِّّْوسََ ََّّاللّّٰٰ ل  َّوجََ عَز 

 يذَْكُرَُّفِّيهَاَّالْ ارََّ
‘Know this, by Allāh, I have no love for this world, and I am not 

distracted by yourselves.   
But I heard Rasūlullāh  reciting a Verse from the book 

of Allāh in which the fire was mentioned: 
 

13 ٧١ يًّاَّ ضِّ قر ِّكََّحَترمًاَّم  َّرَب  ٰ
َّوَارِّدُهَاَّكََنََّعََلَ

َّإِّلَ  ِّنكُمر  وَإِنَّم 
“There is none among you who does not have to arrive at it 

(meaning the Ṣirāṭ, a bridge over Hell). This is undertaken by 
your Lord as an absolute decree, bound to be enforced.” 

 
13 Sūrah Maryam Verse 71 
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دَرَِّّبَعْدََّالوُْرُودَِّّ ِّالص  َّب دْرِّيَّكَيفََّْلِّٰ
َ
 فَلَسْتَُّأ

I do not know how I will return after I pass over it.’ 
 
The Muslims then said: 

بَكُمَّْ ََُّّصَحِّ ِّيََََّّاللّّٰٰ فَعََّعَنكُْمَّْوَردَ كُمَّْإلََنَْاَّصَالُِّ وَدَ  
‘May Allāh  be with you and protect you and bring you 

back to us safely.’ 
 

ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  said some couplets asking for 
forgiveness from Allāh  and asking Him for martyrdom.  
He then went to Rasūlullāh  and bade him farewell.   
 
As the army started to march forward, Rasūlullāh  
accompanied them until the time came for him to bid farewell.  
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  then said: 
 

لِّيل ِّعٍَّوخََ َّمُشَي  َّخَيَْۡ َّالْ خْلِّ عْتُهََُّّفيِّ َّوَد  َّامْرِّئٍ
لَمَُّعََلَ  خَلفَََّالس 

‘May peace remain on the one who I said goodbye to amid the 
palms, the best companion and friend.’ 
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The Consultation 
The Muslim army set out from Madīnah and started to make their 
way north.  Shuraḥbīl found out the Muslim army were making 
their way towards Shām and prepared an army of more than 
100,000. Hiraqla also arrived at Balqā’ to aid Shuraḥbīl with 
another 100,000 soldiers.  The total size of the force facing the 
Muslims was 200,000! 
 
The Muslim army reached a village called Maʿān and received 
news that 200,000 armed soldiers had gathered at Balqā’ lying in 
wait for them.  The army stayed in Maʿān for 2 nights and 
discussed what their next steps should be.  One opinion was to 
inform Rasūlullāh  about the situation and then wait for 
his command and reinforcements.  To this ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah 
 said: 

ياَّقومَّواللَّّٰانَّالتىَّتكرهونَّللتىَّخرجتمَّاياهاَّتطلبونَّالشهادةَّ
وَّماَّنقاتلَّالْاسَّبعددَّوَّلََّقوةَّوَّلََّكثرةَّماَّنقاتلهمَّالََّبهذاَّ

للَّّٰبهَّفانطلقواَّفانماَّهَِّاحدىَّاَّلُسنييَالدينَّالِيَّاكرمناَّا  
اماَّظهورَّوَّاماَّشهادةَّ  

‘O people, by Allāh, that matter which you find undesirable, is 
the martyrdom you have come out for.  And we do not fight 

them because of strength or large numbers, we don’t fight them 
except for this religion which Allāh has honoured us with, so get 
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up and go, we will get one of the 2 bounties, either we will be 
victorious or gain martyrdom.’ 

 
The people said, ‘By Allāh, what ʿ Abdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  said 
is the truth.’  The Muslim army numbering only 3,000 then made 
their way towards Mu’tah to encounter the enemy numbering 
200,000. 
 
 
 
  

 Figure 12 - Site of the Battle of Mu'tah 
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The Battle 
Both armies faced each other on the battlefield.  The Muslim army 
had Quṭbah ibn Qatādah  overlooking the right wing and 
ʿUbāya ibn Mālik  over the left. 
 
The Martyrdom of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  
Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  went forward with the standard of the 
Muslim army.  The Roman army brought him down with their 
spears.  As a result, he lost a lot of blood and attained martyrdom. 
 

 
Figure 13 - The Tomb of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  
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The Martyrdom of Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib  
After the demise of Zayd ibn Ḥārithah , Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib 
 took up the standard of the Muslim army and went forward 
fighting.  He was surrounded by the enemy and his horse got 
injured.  Jaʿfar got off his horse and started to fight bravely.   He 
would engage the enemy and recite the following couplets: 
 

َابُهَاَّ  ياََّحَب ذَاَّالَْْن ةَُّوَاقتِِّْ
How lovely is Jannah and its close places. 

ابُهَا ِّبَةًَّوَبَارِّدًاَّشَرَ   طَي 

How pure and cool is its water. 

 وَالرومَّرومَّقددناَّعَذَابُهَاَّ
And the punishment for the Romans has come near. 

نسَْابُهَاَّ
َ
ٌَّبعَِّيدَةٌَّأ كََفِّرةَ   

The disbelievers and their lineage are so far from us. 

ابُهَا َ َّإذَّْلََقَيتُْهَاَّضِِّ  عََلَ 
It is incumbent upon me, that when I meet them, I strike them. 
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As Jaʿfar  was confronting the enemy, his right hand got cut 
off.  He then took the standard of the army and held it in his left 
hand.  The left hand of Jaʿfar  also now got cut off.  He then 
held the standard to his chest.  Jaʿfar  continued fighting in 
this way until he was also martyred.  In return for this, Allāh 
 granted Jaʿfar  two wings in Jannah, hence he was 
known as ‘Dhul Janāḥayn’. 
 

َّ َِّّعَنَّْعَبدِّْ ولََُّّاللّّٰٰ رََّرسَُ م 
َ
َّعُمَرَََّّرضىَّاللَّّٰعنهماََّّقاَلََّأ ََِّّّبنِّْ صلىََّّاللّّٰٰ

ولَُّ َِّّمُوتةَََّزَيدََّْبْنََّحَارِّثةَََّفَقَالََّرسَُ َّغَزْوةَ َِّّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّفيِّ َّاللّّٰٰ
إِّنَّْقُتِّلََّزَيدٌَّْفَجَعْفَرٌَّوَإِنَّْقُتِّلََّجَعْفَرٌَّفَعَبدَََُّّّْصلىَّاللَّّٰعليهَّوسلمَّ

َِّّ َِّّقاَلََّعَبدََُّّْبْنَُّرَوَاحَةَََّّاللّّٰٰ ََِّّّاللّّٰٰ ِّلكََّْالغَْزْوةَ َّت كُنتَُّْفِّيهِّمَّْفيِّ
َّ دْناََّمَاَّفيِّ َّالقَْتلَْىَّوَوجََ دْناَهَُّفيِّ َّطَالِّبٍَّفوَجََ بِِّ

َ
فاَلَِْمَسْنَاَّجَعْفَرََّبْنََّأ

14 يةٍََّ ِّسْعِّيَََّمِّنَّْطَعْنَةٍَّوَرمَْ ِّضْعًاَّوَت َِّّب ه  جَسَدِّ
 
ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿUmar  reports ‘I was with them in this battle 
(Mu’tah), and we searched for Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib  (on the 
battlefield). We found him with the bodies of the martyrs, and 
we found more than 90 wounds on his body caused by stabs or 

shots (of arrows).’ 

 
14 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4261 
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The Martyrdom of ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  
After Jaʿfar  was martyred, ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah 
 picked up the standard of the Muslim army. He started to 
advance on his horse but sensed some hesitation, so he pressured 
himself to go forward.   He recited some couplets addressing 
himself, then dismounted from his horse. 
 
A cousin of ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  approached him and 
gave him a bone, telling him to strengthen himself with it, as he 
hadn’t eaten for many days.  He took the bone and sucked it only 

Figure 14 - The Tomb of Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib  
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once.  He then threw it away and again addressed himself saying 
that people were fighting, and he busy with the world. 
 
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  took his sword and went forward 
into the battlefield.  He fought bravely until he was also martyred. 
The standard for the army then fell from his hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 15 - The Tomb of ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  
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The Standard 
Thābit ibn Aqram  now took the standard of the Muslim 
army in his hands. He called out to the Muslims and told them to 
agree on a leader amongst them.  The people replied that he was 
their leader, and they were all happy with him. Thābit ibn Aqram 
 did not assume the leadership but took the standard and 
placed it in the hands of Khālid ibn al-Walīd .  Thābit ibn 
Aqram  told Khālid ibn al-Walīd  that he was familiar 
with the art of warfare.   
 
Khālid ibn al-Walīd  took a while to agree, but all the 
Muslims were united upon him being their leader.  Khālid ibn al- 
Walīd  took the standard, went forward, and fought with 
great bravery. 
 

َّمُوتةَََّ َّيدَِّيَّيوَمَْ َّفيِّ َّيَقُولَُّلَقَدَّْدُق  دِّ َّبْنََّالوَْلَِّ َ قيَسٌَّْقاَلََّسَمِّعْتَُّخَالدِّ
15 َّيَمَانِّيَة َّيََّدِّيَّصَفِّيحَةٌَّلِّٰ سْيَافٍَّوصََبََتََّْفيِّ

َ
ِّسْعَةَُّأ  ت

 
Qays  says he heard Khālid ibn al-Walīd  saying, ‘On 

the day of Mu’tah, 9 swords broke in my hand and the only 
sword that was left was a Yemeni sword of mine.’ 

 
 

 
15 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 4266 
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The Strategy 
The following day, Khālid ibn al-Walīd  changed the battle 
lines.  He moved the forward line to the rear, the rear guard to the 
front and swapped the right and left flanks. When the enemy saw 
this, they thought new reinforcements had arrived. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ibn Saʿad, Abū ʿĀmir  says when Khālid ibn al-Walīd  
attacked the Romans, he dealt such a defeat to them that he had 
never ever before seen a defeat like this. 
 
Allāh  then gave Khālid ibn al-Walīd  victory. When 
the Romans retreated, Khālid ibn al-Walīd  decided not to 
pursue them.  He took the army and returned to Madīnah. 
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The Names of the Martyrs of Mu’tah 
There was a total of 12 Companions  who were martyred in 
this battle as follows: 
 
Name Muhājir/Anṣār 
Zayd ibn Ḥārithah   Muhājir 
Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib  Muhājir 
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  Anṣār 
Masʿūd ibn al-Aswad  Muhājir 
Wahb ibn Saʿad  Muhājir 
ʿAbbād ibn Qays   
Al-Ḥārith ibn Nuʿmān   
Surāqah ibn ʿAmr  Anṣār 
Abū Kulayb ibn ʿAmr ibn Zayd   
Jābir ibn ʿAmr ibn Zayd   
ʿAmr ibn Saʿad ibn al-Ḥārith   
ʿĀmir ibn Saʿad ibn al-Ḥārith   
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News from Above 
On the day of the battle of Mu’tah, when the leaders were falling, 
Allāh  showed Rasūlullāh  what was happening 
hundreds of miles away whilst he was in Madīnah.  
 
Rasūlullāh  gathered the Companions  by 
announcing ‘Aṣṣalātu Jāmiʿah.’  He then climbed upon the pulpit 
and related to the Companions  what was happening on the 
battlefield. 
   
Rasūlullāh  said that Zayd  
held the standard of Islām and fought 
bravely until he was martyred and entered 
Jannah.    After Zayd , Jaʿfar  
took up the standard and fought bravely 
until he was also martyred.  Jaʿfar  
has entered Jannah and is flying with the 
Angels with two wings. 
 
After this ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah 
 took up the standard.  Rasūlullāh  mentioned 
this, then remained quiet for a while. The Anṣār saw this and got 
worried and thought maybe ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah  had 
done some action which has caused Rasūlullāh  to 
remain quiet. 
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After a while Rasūlullāh  continued and said, ʿAbdullāh 
ibn Rawāḥah  also fought bravely until he was also 
martyred.  All three of these have been lifted to Jannah and are 
sitting on golden thrones. 
 
Rasūlullāh  was saying these words whilst tears were 
flowing from his eyes.  He then said, one of the swords from the 
swords of Allāh  has taken up the standard and fought 
until Allāh  granted the Muslims victory. This sword was 
none other than Khālid ibn al-Walīd .   
 
In another narration, Rasūlullāh  said ‘O Allāh, Khālid is 
a sword from one of your swords, You alone can help him’.  From 
that day Khālid ibn al-Walīd  became famous with the name 
‘Sayfullāh’ (sword of Allāh). 
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The Household of Jaʿfar  
fter Rasūlullāh  had finished relating the 
incident to the Companions , he went to the house 
of Jaʿfar  and called his children.  Rasūlullāh 

 passed his blessed hands over their heads whilst he was 
crying.   
 
Asmā’ bint ʿUmays , the wife of Jaʿfar  realised that 
something had happened. She asked Rasūlullāh  why he 
was crying and if he had received some news about Jaʿfar  
and his companions.  Rasūlullāh  replied that Jaʿfar 
 had been martyred that day.  Asmā’ bint ʿUmays  let 
out a scream and a number of women gathered around her. 
   
Rasūlullāh  went to 
his own house and asked his 
family to cook food and send 
it for the family of Jaʿfar 
, as they were busy in 
their grief.  Rasūlullāh 
 himself was also greatly affected by this loss and 
remained in the Masjid for three days. 
 
Khālid ibn al-Walīd  brought the Muslim army back to 
Madīnah.  When they were close by, Rasūlullāh  and the 
other Companions  came out to meet them. 

A 
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The Sariyyah of ʿAmr ibn al-ʿĀṣ  to Dhāt 
al-Salāsil 

n the month of Jumādā al-Thāni in the 8th year of Hijrah, 
Rasūlullāh  received news that a group from the 
Banū Quḍāʿah was preparing to attack Madīnah.   

 
Rasūlullāh  sent ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ 
 with 330 Companions  in the 
direction of Dhāt al-Salāsil. Dhāt al-Salāsil 
was located behind Wādī al-Qurā’ and was 10 
days journey from Madīnah.  The small army 
comprised of 300-foot soldiers and 30 cavalry.  
  
When the army arrived close to their destination, they found out 
the enemy had gathered a massive force to confront them.  The 
army decided to momentarily halt their advance and Rāfiʿ ibn 
Mukīth  was sent to Rasūlullāh  requesting 
reinforcements. 
 
Rasūlullāh  accepted their request and sent Abū 
ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ  with 200 Companions  to go 
and help them.   Abū Bakr and ʿUmar  were also in this 
contingent.  Rasūlullāh  gave them advice to go and join 
ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  and stressed the need for unity and 
harmony. 

I 
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Abū ʿ Ubaydah  reached there and the time for Ṣalāh arrived.   
Abū ʿUbaydah  wanted to lead the Salāh but ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ 
 reminded him that he was the leader of the army and Abū 
ʿUbaydah  had come to help them.   
 
Abū ʿUbaydah  said that he was the leader of his group and 
ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  was the leader of his group.  After a while, 
Abū ʿUbaydah  said that when he was leaving, Rasūlullāh 
 had given him advice that they should follow each 
other and not have any differences, therefore he would follow 
ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ .  ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  then used to lead the 
Ṣalāh and Abū ʿUbaydah  would join the other Companions 
 and read behind him. 
 
The two contingents of the Muslim army now joined forces and 
attacked the Banū Quḍāʿah.  The enemy were in awe of the Muslim 
army and ran away, dispersing in different directions. News of the 
victory was sent with ʿAuf ibn Mālik  to Rasūlullāh 
 in Madīnah.   
 
ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  stayed there for a few days and sent out 

riders in different directions.  They used to come back 
with camels and goats, which were then 
cooked and eaten by the Muslim army.   
After this, the Muslim force returned 

victorious to Madīnah. 
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The Sariyyah of Abū ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ 
 to Juhaynah 

n the month of Rajab, Rasūlullāh  sent Abū 
ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ  at the head of 300 Companions 
 to Sayf al-Baḥr, towards the tribe of Juhaynah.  ʿUmar 

ibn al-Khaṭṭāb  and Jābir ibn ʿAbdullāh  were also in 
this army. 
 
Whilst the army was leaving, Rasūlullāh  gave them a 
bag of dates as provisions for the expedition.  The Companions 
 ate the dates to sustain themselves and after this, they 
used to suck on the date stones and drink water.  
 
When the date stones also ran out, 
they used to shake leaves from the 
trees, wet them with water and 
then eat them.  By eating the leaves, 
the Companions  injured their 
mouths and lips.  In one narration it 
mentions that they ate ‘khabṭ’ which means the desert bushes.  
Hence this expedition was also known as ‘Jaysh al-Khabṭ’. 
 
The army reached the sea shore and were struggling with hunger 
when suddenly Allāh  sent them some help.  A large sea 
creature was thrown from the sea onto the shore.  This fish was 
so large, that the Companions  ate from it for a month 

I 
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according to some narrations.  By eating the fish, they regained 
their strength and became well again.  This fish was known as ‘Al-
ʿAnbar.’ 
 
Abū ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ  took one of the ribs of the fish 
and stood it up.  He then saddled the largest animal and one of the 
tallest soldiers was asked to ride the animal under the rib.  The 
Companion  did as he was told and managed to go under the 
rib without touching it.  This showed how big the fish was.  
 
During this expedition, there were no hostilities and the army 
arrived back in Madīnah. They told Rasūlullāh  about 
the fish and he said this was sustenance from Allāh .  He 
then asked, if there was any meat left from the fish, they should 
bring it to him.  He was given some of the meat and he ate it.   
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Summary 
t was now the 7th year of Hijri.  The treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah 
had been agreed towards the end of the 6th year, so the 
Quraysh were no longer a threat to the Muslims.  

Rasūlullāh  now turned his attention to Khaybar.  
Khaybar was a Jewish stronghold north of Madīnah comprising of 
several forts.  The people of Khaybar had been instrumental in 
encouraging the Quraysh to take up arms against the Muslims, 
which had resulted in the ‘Battle of the Confederates.’ 

Rasūlullāh  was ordered by Allāh  to go to 
Khaybar and had been promised victory.  The Muslim army 
marched north, and one by one, conquered every fort. Having 
suffered defeat, the people of Khaybar requested terms with 
Rasūlullāh .   

They had initially agreed to leave their land, but later asked if they 
could stay and cultivate it.  In return they would give half the 
produce to Rasūlullāh . This proposal was accepted. 

During this expedition, one of the captives was Ṣafiyyah , 
the daughter of Ḥuyayy ibn Akhṭab, the leader of the Banū al-
Naḍīr.  Rasūlullāh  freed her, then married her. 

The general spoils were shared out amongst the Muslims, but the 
land was reserved for those Companions  who had been 
present in Al-Ḥudaybiyah.  

I 
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This allowed the Muhājirūn of Makkah to return the lands that 
were given to them by the Anṣār when they had arrived in 
Madīnah. 

Rasūlullāh  now consolidated his authority in the area.  
Having seen how the people of Khaybar had been defeated, the 
people of Fadak also asked for terms with Rasūlullāh , 
which were accepted.   

The spoils from Fadak, had been gained without any 
confrontation.  Therefore, Rasūlullāh  was free to do 
with them as he wished.  

Allāh  had given the Muslims the first victory he had 
promised when Sūrah al-Fatḥ was Revealed.  At that time, the 
Companions  were downcast, thinking the terms of the 
treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah were favourable to the Quraysh.  
However, Allāh  had something much better planned for 
them.   

Rasūlullāh  now turned his attention to Wādī al-Qurā 
and Taymā’.  Both areas subsequently came under control of the 
Muslims, in addition to Khaybar and Fadak.   
 
On the way back to Madīnah, an interesting incident occurred.  
Rasūlullāh  and his Companions  had stopped in 
the latter part of one night to take some rest.  Bilāl  had 
volunteered to stay awake, so he could wake them all up when Fajr 
time approached.  It so happened that Bilāl  also fell asleep 
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and Rasūlullāh  woke up once the sun had risen.  
Rasūlullāh  instructed the Companions  to move 
away from the valley and then they prayed their Fajr Ṣalāh. 
 
It was now the month of Dhul Qaʿdah in the 7th year of Hijri.  
Rasūlullāh  made his way to Makkah to perform the 
compensatory ʿUmrah with his Companions .  The Quraysh 
had vacated the city but some of them were keeping an eye on the 
Muslims to see if the fever of Madīnah had affected them. 
 
Rasūlullāh  gave the command to his Companions 
 to perform Raml when they do Ṭawāf and to also run 
between two points during Saʿī.  When the Quraysh saw these 
actions, they were bewildered and knew the Muslims had not lost 
any strength. 
 
As per the agreement, Rasūlullāh  stayed in Makkah for 
three days.  It was during this time he married Maymūnah .  
Rasūlullāh  requested to extend his stay in Makkah so 
he could perform the Walīmah, but the Quraysh refused.  
Rasūlullāh  then left Makkah and travelled back to 
Madīnah. 
 
More and more people were now joining the fold of Islām.  Khālid 
ibn al-Walīd  had seen what had been happening.  How 
Rasūlullāh  was victorious and this could have only 
happened with some unseen help.  His brother Walīd ibn al-Walīd 
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 had already embraced and had looked for him when he had 
come for ʿUmrah with Rasūlullāh , but Khālid ibn al-
Walīd  had left the city.   
 
Walīd ibn al-Walīd  wrote a letter to his brother and Khālid 
ibn al-Walīd  finally decided to go to Madīnah to see 
Rasūlullāh .  His friend ʿUthmān ibn Ṭalḥah  
accompanied him and they also met ʿAmr ibn Al-ʿĀṣ  on the 
way, who was also going to Madīnah with the same intention.  All 
three arrived in Madīnah and when Rasūlullāh  found 
out about this he was very happy.  They all then entered the fold 
of Islām. 
 
Mu’tah is the name of a place in modern day Jordan, close to the 
‘Dead Sea’.   Rasūlullāh  had sent Ḥārith ibn ʿUmayr 
 to Shuraḥbīl ibn ʿAmr Ghassānī with a letter inviting him 
to Islām.  Ḥārith ibn ʿUmayr  had been killed and this was 
the reason Rasūlullāh  sent an army of 3,000 to this 
place. 
  
Rasūlullāh  made Zayd ibn Ḥārithah  the leader of 
the army and had given instruction that if he falls, then Jaʿfar ibn 
Abū Ṭālib  should become the leader, and if he also falls then 
ʿAbdullāh ibn Rawāḥah .  If he also then falls, the army 
should select a leader from among themselves. 
 



 Sīrah of Muḥammad  Volume 11 – The Compensatory ʿUmrah 

116 | P a g e  
 

Shuraḥbīl gathered an army of 100,000 and Hiraqla also came to 
his aid with another 100,000.  The Muslim army was against heavy 
odds, more than sixty enemy soldiers to one Muslim soldier.  Both 
armies met in Mu’tah and the Companions  fought bravely. 
Zayd  advanced with the standard of the Muslim army in 
hand.  He fought bravely until he was martyred.  Jaʿfar  then 
took up the standard and he was also martyred.  ʿAbdullāh ibn 
Rawāḥah  then took it up and was also martyred. 
 
As per the instructions of Rasūlullāh , the Muslims then 
had to choose a leader.  They rallied around Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 and made him their leader.  He changed the formation of 
the army causing confusion in the ranks of the enemy force.   
 
Allāh  gave the Muslims victory and Khālid ibn al-Walīd 
 led the army back to Madīnah. 
 
Whilst the battle was ongoing, Allāh  showed Rasūlullāh 
 what was happening, and he gathered the Companions 
.  He told them how all three of the leaders were martyred 
and entered Jannah.   
 
Rasūlullāh  continued to send out expeditions in 
different directions.  Upon receiving news of an impending attack 
on Madīnah, ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ  was sent to Dhāt al-Salāsil.  
When the Muslim army found out the enemy had amassed a large 
force, reinforcements were requested.  Rasūlullāh  sent 
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Abū ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ  with another contingent to 
support ʿAmr ibn al-Āṣ .  The united Muslim army then 
launched an attack on the Banū Quḍāʿah and were victorious. 
 
Another expedition was sent under the leadership of Abū 
ʿUbaydah ibn al-Jarrāḥ .  The army ran out of provisions and 
survived by eating leaves off trees which had been soaked in 
water.  Allāh  provided a large fish for them as sustenance 
and the Companions  ate for many days from this fish.  They 
even took some of the meat back with them to Madīnah and 
Rasūlullāh  ate from it. 
 
Very soon, the Quraysh would break the terms of the treaty of Al-
Ḥudaybiyah resulting in the conquest of Makkah.    



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Sīrah of Muḥammad  - A new series of books detailing the complete life of 
Rasūlullāh . The treaty of Al-Ḥudaybiyah had taken place in the 6th 
year after Hijrah.  One of the terms agreed was for Rasūlullāh  to 
come back to Makkah the following year and perform ʿUmrah.  The eleventh 
volume describes the return of Rasūlullāh  to Makkah and also the 
significant battles of Khaybar and Mu’tah. 
 
“I had a cursory glance at these booklets and felt that this bitesize mode of 
presenting the Sīrah is beneficial for young people. Masjids and schools can 
use these resources to teach the Sīrah. One of the unique aspects of these 
booklets is that they feature diagrams, maps, photos, charts, and tables, 
which makes it easier for readers and learners to digest the information. 
We live in challenging times, and it is very important to instil the love of our 
beloved Prophet  within the hearts and minds of people. It has 
become all the more important in this digital and fast-moving age to develop 
educational initiatives that are underpinned with making our beloved 
Prophet  the role model. An important step to achieving this is to 
learn about the life of the Prophet .” Dr Mufti Yusuf Shabbir 
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