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begin in the name of Allah &%\ Lord of the Worlds and
sending Peace and Salutations on our beloved Rastlullah

The first Islamic Society had now been established. The ancient
town of Yathrib had become the new home of Rasalullah
J4dei5{ie and his followers. From now on, Yathrib would be
known as Madinah. The tribes of the Banii Aws and Banii Khazraj
had become united under the banner of Islam and ended years of
enmity and confrontation between the two.

The obligatory - Fard units of Zuhr, ‘Asr and ‘Isha’ had initially
been only two. This was now increased to four, for those people
who were classed as residents. For travellers, they would remain
at two. The obligatory units of Fajr and Maghrib remained the
same for both residents and travellers at two and three
respectively.

During the Makkan period, Rasiilullah 1.4l had created
bonds of brotherhood between the Companions #z4iz;. Some of
these were Abili Bakr 2 with ‘Umar 2, Hamzah Ledis
with Zayd ibn Harithah #4is5, and ‘Uthman iz with ‘Abdur
Rahman ibn ‘Awf 225is.
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Rasiilullah Jz54E4fle now repeated this bonding between the
Ansar - the helpers and the Muhajirtin - the emigrants. Forty-five
Ansar were paired with forty-five Muhajirtin. These bonds would
benefit the Companions &4, in many ways. They would help
each other in times of need and difficulty. The weak and poor
would be strengthened by someone who was strong and able.
The Muh3jirtin had left everything behind in Makkah and the
Ansar shared everything they had with their new brothers to
make them feel welcome in their new home.

Al-Masjid al-Nabawi had been built and the five times daily Salah
had been established. Rasiilullah Jz5.€4{> now thought a way
must be found to call the people to Salah so they can congregate
at the correct time with ease.

A meeting was called with the Companions #:4iz; and many gave
their opinions, some of which resembled the ways of other
religions. Rasilullah 4.5 did not approve of them.

One-night ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd ibn ‘Abdi Rabbi 224 had a dream

in which he was shown the Adhan, the call to Prayer. Upon
waking, he went straight to Rasilullah J. &4l and informed
him of the dream. Rasiilullah Jz54E4{ told him to tell the words
to Bilal &4, who then gave the first ever call to Prayer. Upon

85 557,

hearing these words, ‘Umar £z came out of his house, dragging

his sheet behind him and went to Rasilullah Jz5.E4 to inform

15|Page
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him that he had also seen the same dream. From that day on, the
Adhan would be called before every Salah all around the world.

Rasilullah J&5.&5{ie also made a treaty with the Jews of Madinah.
There were 3 main tribes of Jews who resided in the town, the
Banii Qaynuqa$, Banii al-Nadir and the Banii Qurayzah.

There were many terms in the agreement to ensure all parties
would be able to live in peace and harmony, be free to follow their
respective religions and also assist each other when required.

There was also another group of people in Madinah. Those who
professed to follow Rasilullah Jz5.Ed{i> and Islam, yet inside
they were devoid of faith. These were the hypocrites, the hidden
enemies within. In the years to come, they would carry out many
acts to sow discord amongst the Muslims and aid their enemies.

Rastlullah J.k4{l> had also now been sent the Revelation to
strive in the path of Allah (&%=
Hamzah &edi; was sent on the flI‘St expedition but no hostilities

In the month of Ramadan,
occurred. In the following month of Shawwal, ‘Ubaydah ibn al-
Harith Z2dis; led another expedition in which Sa‘ad ibn Abi

Waqqas £edi; shot the first arrow in Islam.

The following year would see many new commandments and

further development on existing religious practices.
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The Changing of the Qiblah.

hile Rastilullah J55.&5{ stayed in Makkah, he faced

Bayt al-Maqdis when he prayed Salah. He would read

in such a manner that both the Ka‘ah and Bayt al-
Maqdis would be in front of him. In order to do this, he used to
position himself between Al-Rukn al-Yamani (the Yemani corner)
and Al-Hajr al-Aswad (the black stone). Another amazing miracle
of Allah &%= is that the Ka‘bah was built in such a way, that
if a person placed themselves between those two prominent
points, they would face Bayt al-Maqdis.

Figure 1 - The direction of the original Qiblah
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Figure 2 - Detailed view of original Qiblah direction

When Rasiilullah 25464 came to Madinah, it was not possible
to face both places at the same time. As Madinah was located in
between Makkah and Bayt al-Maqdis, it would only be possible to
face one of these locations. Therefore Rasalullah

18|Page
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Jas.efle continued to face Bayt al-Maqdis. This carried on for
around 16 or 17 months after the Hijrah. Al-Masjid al-Nabawi was
originally built with the Qiblah in the direction of Bayt al-Maqdis.

Figure 3 - The direction of the Qiblah from Madinah

Yearning for a Change
Rasiilullah Jz5.&4e developed a yearning in his heart to pray
towards the Ka‘bah. He kept looking up towards the sky,
wondering when will the command come from Allah 1552 to
pray towards His House.
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In the middle of the month of Sha‘ban, in the second year of Hijri,
Allah 1552 sent down the following Revelation:

[ 4
L2 dlgdy I8 o5 38
\.@Ma fJ.,.e é\wl’ ’5,_,\.93 3
\;_4»\ »L;.IJ\ JL.M dexs J
;ﬁw géw}% ‘;335 (w5 S G vi%
PR D RN SR
Q);L;,f G2 s, a3
“We have certainly seen the turning of your face (0 Muhammad
J4eile), towards the sky, and we will surely turn you to a
Qiblah which you will be pleased with. So turn your face in the
direction of Al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you are, turn
your faces towards its direction (In Prayer) And indeed the

people of the book, well know that it is the truth from their Lord.
And Allah is not unaware of what they do.”

! SGrah al-Baqgarah Verse 144
20|Page
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Hadith Concerning the Changing of the Qiblah
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Ibn ‘Umar 224l narrated, “While some people were offering the
morning prayers in Quba, someone came to them and said,

‘Indeed Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{le received Revelation tonight and he
has been commanded to face the Ka‘bah, so face towards it’.

The people were facing towards Sham (Bayt al-Maqdis) and so
they turned towards the Ka®bah.”

Figure 4 - Bayt al-Maqdis

? Sahih al-Bukhari 403
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Anas %e§i narrated, “Rastlullah 5,84 used to pray Salah
towards Bayt al-Maqdis, then it was Revealed (to him):

“We have certainly seen the turning of your face (0 Muhammad
14edle), towards the sky, and we will surely turn you to a
Qiblah which you will be pleased with. So turn your face in the
direction of Al-Masjid al-Haram.”

A person from the Bant Salamah passed by; (he found the
people) in Ruka (while) praying Salat al-Fajr and they had
prayed one Rak‘ah. He said in a loud voice: ‘Listen! the Qiblah has
been changed’ and they turned towards (the new) Qiblah (Al-
Masjid al-Haram) in that very state.”

* Sahih Muslim 527
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Al-Masjid al-Qiblatayn

In Fathul Bari, it mentions that Rastlullah J&5.&5{ went to visit
Umm Bishr ibn al-Bara’ ibn Ma‘riir Gedis; in the locality of the
Banii Salamah. She prepared food for Rastlullah Jz5.&4{ie and
his Companions #z&is; when the time for Zuhr arrived.

Rasilullah Jz4%e read 2 Rak‘ah and was then commanded to
turn in the direction of the Ka‘bah, so he turned towards the
Ka‘bah. And this place was named Al-Masjid al-Qiblatayn.

Many people who visit Madinah will go to this Masjid for Ziyarah.
Until recently the Masjid had 2 Mihrabs (prayer niches), one in
the direction of Bayt al-Maqdis - Jerusalem and the other in the
direction of Al-Masjid al-Haram. The Mihrab facing Bayt al-
Maqdis was removed and now there is a marker in the direction
of Bayt al-Maqdis.

Figure 5 - Marker showing direction of
Bayt al-Maqdis
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he change in Qiblah meant there had to be changes to the

layout of Al-Masjid al-Nabawi. The back wall of the Masjid

was now in the direction of the Qiblah. Previously, the
residences of Rastlullah J&sfi{iowere to the back and right of
the Masjid. After the change in Qiblah, they were now to the front
and left as we see them today.

|

New Qiblah
Al-Masjid al-Haram

Figure 6 - New layout of Al-Masjid al-Nabawi

Residences of Rasiilullah . i

24|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

fter the Qiblah had changed, the part of the Masjid, which
was next to the original Qiblah, on the northern side was

reserved for those Companions #c&iz; who had nowhere

to stay.

Sa‘ad ibn

saudah [ jatar ‘Abbas
| Abu Waqgas

qeayiy
Jequiy

Jewn, uiq
yesjed |
yeysLy,

"3 [AITibn Abii Talib

yewAeznyy;
uq
qeukez

yeunwAiew
yewyiey

ysye(iuiq
qeulez

Al-Masjid al-Nabawi

Bab 'Uthman|

Ahle |Bab ar-Rahmah
Suffah ¥

| yeAhAemn|
ueAng nqy
|u1q yejwey
yeAdyes

Figure 7 - Layout of Al-Masjid al-Nabawi

These weak and poor Muslims were patient on their poverty and
were more thankful and happy than those who were rich. These
people were known as the Ashab as-Suffah or Ahle Suffah. Suffah
means a ledge or a covered area, so the people who stayed in that
area were given this name. They would spend night and day in
self-rectification and present themselves at the service of

Rasiilullah 5. E4{ to learn about Islam.
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Abii Hurayrah £edis; said, “I saw seventy from the Ashab as-
Suffah. There was no man amongst them who had a sheet
(which covered the upper part of the body). They either had an
izar (sheet which covers the lower part of the body) or a sheet
which they had tied around their necks. Some of these sheets
reached the middle part of their shins, and some of them
reached their ankles. They would gather the sheet with their
hands so their ‘awrah (intimate body parts) would not become

exposed.”

* Sahih al-Bukhari 442
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How Rasillullah Jz4Ele cared for the People of Suffah

Muhammad ibn Sirin {5z mentions, when evening time used to
arrive, Rastlullah J55.5{ would share out the people of Suffah
amongst the other Companions #:is5. Some of them used to
take two, some three and some even more. Sa‘ad ibn ‘Ubadah

ez used to take eighty people at a time and feed them.

Abii Hurayrah Zedi; says that he was also from the people of
Suffah and when the evening arrived, they all used to go to
Rasilullah o€z, Rastlullah d%.E45{e would hand over one
or two of them to the wealthy Companions #24iz;. Whoever was
left would then join Rasiilullah 444l and share his food with

him. After eating, they would spend the night in the Masjid.

In Al-Masjid al-Nabawi, there were 2

.- pillars which had ropes tied to
them. The Ansar used to get
bunches of fruit from their
orchards and hang them on
these ropes for the Ashab
as-Suffah. The Ashab as-Suffah
then used to bring the fruits down
with their sticks and eat them.
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal &4l used to supervise this.

Jabir £efiz narrates that Rasiilullah 5.6 said for every 10

bunches of fruit, one bunch should be brought to the Masjid for
27|Page
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the poor people. In another Hadith it mentions that Rastlullah
5484501 gave the order that every person who owns an orchard,
should bring one bunch, and hang it in the Masjid for the poor
people.

) Lo 00§25 £33 06 5N G 5 B B2
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‘Auf ibn Malik al-Ashja‘i 24z said, “Rastlullah 5. 8i{e came
out and a man had hung up one or more bunches of dates.
Rasilullah g4 E4{e had a stick in his hand and he started
hitting that bunch of dates repeatedly, saying: ‘If the owner of
these dates wanted to give in Sadaqah (charity), he should have
given something better than these. Indeed, the owner of this
Sadaqah (charity) will eat rotten and shrivelled dates on the Day
of Qiyamah.”

® Sunan ibn M3jah 1821
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The Names of the People of Suffah

The number of the Ashab as-Suffah used to fluctuate. Sometimes
there would be more and sometimes less. ‘Arif Sahrawardi £iz;
has written in “Awarif’, that the number used to sometimes reach
four hundred. Many scholars have collected the name of these
special Companions #zdis;. Some of the names are as follows:

‘ Name of Companion o

1. Abii ‘Ubaydah - ‘Amir ibn al-Jarrah sciis;

2. ‘Ammar ibn Yasir £edis;, the son of Yasir £24is; and
Summayah @&z who had both been persecuted in
Makkah

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘iid 45, the great narrator of Hadith
Miqdad ibn ‘Amr iz

Khabbab ibn al-Arat L2z

Bilal ibn Rabah 4, Mu’adhdhin of Rastlullah Jz.esfio

Suhayb ibn Sinan Ledis;

Zayd ibn al-Khattab e, brother of ‘Umar L2

N o e AT IR Bl e

Abii Murthad - Kanaz ibn Husayn ‘Adawi £edis;

10. | Abii Kabshah &edis, freed slave of Rasiilullah Jz.Ed{ie
11. | Safwan ibn Bayda’ sz

12. | Abt ‘Abas ibn Jabr LE@_\}@

13. | Salim 224, freed slave of Abii Hudhayfah iiss

14. | Mistah ibn Athatha tediss

15. | “Ukashah ibn Mihsan &g

16. | Mas‘id ibn Rab‘T i
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17. | “Umayr ibn ‘Awf zeiiss

18. | ‘Uwaym ibn Sa‘idah &2z

19. | Abii Lubabah 2l

20. | salim ibn ‘Umayr &5l

21. | Abu Bishr Ka‘ab ibn ‘Amr ié\:%@

22. | Khubayb ibn Yasaf ez

23. | ‘Abdullah ibn Unays ié\:%@

24. | Jundub ibn Junadah - Abii Dhar Ghifari £edis;
25. | “Utbah ibn Mas‘tid Huzali 24l

26. | ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 2l

27. | Salman al-Farsi &z

28. | Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman &edis;

29. | AbiiDarda - ‘Uwaymir ibn ‘Amir &eiis;

30. | ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd Juhni i

31. | Hajjaj ibn ‘Amr Aslami ez

32. | Abii Hurayrah Dawsi £edis;

33. | Thawban &2z, freed slave of Rasiilullah doadfe
34, | Mu‘adh ibn al-Harith &edis

35. | Sa’ib ibn Khallad u\_ﬁc)

36. | Thabit ibn Wadi‘ah 25
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he town of Madinah was known for its fever. When

Rasilullah Jz:E4{le moved there with his Companions

#efizs, some of them were afflicted by its fever Amongst
them were Abii Bakr &2, ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah &ediz; (who had
accompanied Rasiilullah 15 &4l and Abd Bakr ié’\}a) when
they migrated to Madinah) and Bilal #eiis5. The fever had not
affected Rastilullah Jsafiiie.

The ill Companions #zdiz; were residing in one house and
‘A’ishah Gedizz; decided to visit them. This was during the

time before the veil (Hijab) had become compulsory. All

three of them were very ill. '

‘N’ishah @iz first went to her father Abii Bakr Lefi;
and enquired about his health. He recited a couplet saying
that death was closer to him then the strap of his sandal.

‘N’ishah Gz said, ‘By Allah, my father does not know
what he is saying.’

‘A’ishah Gedizz; then went to ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah ez
and enquired about his health. He recited some g %
couplets saying that he had experienced death before '\\ /
tasting it. She said, ‘By Allah, ‘Amir does not know u :

what he is saying.’
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The fever had left Bilal 24 and he was lying down in the corner
of the house. He raised his voice and also recited some couplets.

‘N’ishah @efii; went to Rastlullah Jz.Ei{izand told him what
his Companions #2fiz; had been saying. Rastlullah fos.fediic
told her that they did not know what they were saying due to the
effect of the fever. He then supplicated to Allah (55542 and said:
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“0 Allah! Make us love Madinah as much or more than we love
Makkah. O Allah! Make it healthy and bless its Mudd and Sa“ for
us and take away its fever and put it in al-Juhfah.”

Allah 165558522 answered the supplication of Rasiilullah Azl
and removed the fever from Madinah and blessed its trade.
Something which we can see to this day.

¢ Sahih al-Bukhari 5654
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The Mudd and Sa°

The Mudd and $a‘ were volume measurements commonly used
in the time of Rasiilullah Jz5 €4z, According to some opinions,
the Sa“in today’s terms would be equal to 5.88 litres. One Sa°
would equal 4 Mudds, therefore one Mudd would be 1.47 litres.

Rasilullah Jz5.€4{> would also have a Mudd which he used for
performing Wudii¢ and Ghusl.

J\.é}; Sis JE s WJ\_QM),\L_;
7@\;@3:;3; J\&LALM

Anas %e§i; narrated that the Prophet 125,45k used to bathe
or take a bath with one $a¢ up to five Mudds and used to perform
ablution with one Mudd (of water).

7 Sahih al-Bukhari 201
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astlullah Jz.84{ie and his Companions #efis; were

commanded to initially read only two Salah each day. This

changed when Rastilullah JZ.E4{l> went on the night
journey and the ascension to the Heavens - the Isra and Mi‘raj.

On this journey, Rastlullah JG«Edfle spoke to Allah
JG5558e2 who commanded him to read fifty Salah each day. This
was the only obligatory action which was not commanded on the
earth but in the Heavens. This shows its importance and superior
status amongst the acts of worship.

On the way back to the world, Rastlullah 1Z5.€45{> met Misa’
e who advised him to go back to Allah
AG58el and get the number reduced.
The reasoning was that the ummah of
Rasillullah J&.&i{le would find it

difficult to carry out this command.

Rasilullah J55.&45{% took his advice

and went back to Allah &% who
reduced the number by five.

This cycle then carried on, Allah (&%= would reduce the
number, Rasiilullah J.E4(> would come back down, speak to
Miisa pzligewho would advise him to go back to Allah J&%2
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and get the number reduced again. Rastlullah JzE4{> would
then go back and get the number reduced once again.

Finally, Allah 1&;%52 commanded Rasilullah ds.kdfle with
five daily obligatory Salah. Miisa 3l again advised Rasiilullah
Jasdeifle to go back, but Rasiilullah Az.E4{ie did not. From that
day, until today, all the Muslims around the world read five Salah
each day, however there was a proclamation from the Heavens
that we would be rewarded for praying fifty.

During the early Madani period, the number of obligatory units
for residents had increased from two Rak‘ah to four Rak‘ah for
Zuhr, ‘Asr and “Isha. For travellers they remained at two for those
respective Salah.

After this, there was no change in the number of obligatory Salah

or the number of units in their respective Fard prayers.
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hen Rastlullah &4l came to Madinah, he
commanded the people to fast on the day of ‘Ashairah,
the 10" of Muharram. This was the only compulsory
fast at the time. The Muslims would abstain from eating, drinking

and intimate relations during the daylight hours.

In the 2™ year of Hijri, in the last 10 days of the month of Sha‘ban,
which is the month preceding Ramadan, Allah (&% sent
down the following Revelation:

S5 4 581 sl Slaa; 4k
DA Al 52 o 5 M 3
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“The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur’an was
Revealed as guidance for mankind, and as clear signs that show
the right way and distinguish between right and wrong. So those
of you who witness the month must fast in it.”

After the fasts of Ramadan became obligatory, Rasilullah
Jz5 e told the believers that whoever wished to keep the fast
of ‘Ashtirah could do so. It now became an optional fast.

® Stirah al-Baqarah Verse 185
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Salat al-Id al-Fitr
n the same year, towards the end of the month of Ramadan,

when there were only 2 days left, the command for Sadaqgat
al-Fitr and Salat al-‘Id al-Fitr was also sent down.

N3
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“Success is surely achieved by him who purifies himself,
And pronounces the name of his Lord, then offers Prayer.”

According to some of our scholars, the commentary of these
verses refers to the person who purified themselves by giving the
Sadaqat al-Fitr at the end of the month of Ramadan, and offering
Prayers means reading the ‘Id Salah.

° Strah al-A‘la’ Verses 14-15
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Salat al-‘Id al-Adha’ & Udhiyah
n the same year, the commandment for reading the ‘Id Salah
on the day of ‘Id al-Adha’ was also sent down as well as the
commandment for carrying out the Udhiyah - animal

sacrifice.

The following verse was Revealed:

10 2. <leog % -7
#5855 Jas
“So offer Salah (Prayer) to your Lord, and sacrifice.”

Hasan Basri £ii5z5 says regarding this verse, the word Salah refers
to the Salah on the day of ‘Id al-Adha’ and the word sacrifice refers
to the Udhiyah - animal sacrifice which is also performed on this

day.

0 Sirah al-Kauthar Verse 2
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The Durud

bii Dhar %245 mentions, the command to recite Salat
and Salam upon Rastilullah J5.4{le was also sent down
in this year. Another opinion is that the command came

down on the night of the ascension to the Heavens - the Mi‘raj:

< 2 7 y =
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-

“Surely Allah and His angels send blessings to the Prophet,
O you who have believed, ask Allah to confer blessings upon him
and send your Salam to him in abundance.”

In this verse Allah JA&&EZ tells us the
status of Rastlullah Jo.Ede.  Allah
JG8el Himself and the Angels send
blessings to him, so how great must he be!
We are also instructed to pray to Allah
A6 to bless Rasilullah Azl and
send our Durtid to him.

"' Stirah al-Ahzab Verse 56
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Durtd Ibrahim
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‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Abi Layla’ £z narrated, “Ka‘ab ibn ‘Ujrah

iz met me and said, ‘Shall I not give you a present I got from

the Prophet 1. £ ? I said, ‘Yes, give it to me.” Ka‘ab ibn ‘Ujrah

12 Sahih al-Bukhari 3370
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iz said, ‘We asked Rasilullah Jo.&45{le saying, O Rasilullah

Jzs.8e45f i, how should one (ask Allah (555522 to) send blessings
upon you and the members of the family. Allah (&% has
taught us how to do Salam to you'’. Rastlullah Jz5.&5{(> said ‘Say
these words:

“0 Allah, send mercy on Muhammad and on the progeny, the
family of Muhammad, just as You sent mercy on Ibrahim and on
the progeny, the family of Ibrahim. Verily You are praised,
glorious.

O Allah send Your blessings on Muhammad and the progeny of
Muhammad, just as you sent blessings on Ibrahim and his family,

verily You are praised, Glorious.”

From here we can see the basis of Durad Ibrahim.
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Zakat - The Obligatory Alms

he initial ruling of Zakat was Revealed during the Makkan

period but no further elaboration was given on this

command. The Companions #zdiz; even asked
Rasilullah &€ about this.

In Stirah al-Baqarah, Allah Q&% tells us about this:

133,1;\& ”’\JLWL

“And they ask you as to what they should spend. Say, ‘The
surplus.”

The command was to spend from whatever was surplus, extra
from their wealth. No fixed amount of wealth was specified.

In in the 2™ year of Hijri, Allah ;%= then Revealed the details
of Zakat. So now the Companions #<giz; knew how Zakat should
be discharged.

 Shirah al-Bagarah Verse 219
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Gazwah al-Abw3a’
llah J&5%8e2 had now given Rasilullah Jdgakdie
permission to strive in his path. The term ‘Gazwah’ refers
to those battles or expeditions in which Rastlullah
Jase5fle himself participated.

The first expedition where Rastilullah J&4&fle was personally
involved, was the Gazwah of al-Abwa’. It is also known as Gazwah
Waddan. Al-Abwa’ and Waddan are only 6 miles apart. The final
Gazwah which Rasilullah Jz54E4(% took part in was the Gazwah
of Tabik.

In the beginning of the month
of Safar in the 2™ year of Hijri,
Rasiilullah J55.€5 went with
60 Muh3ajirin towards Al-
Abwa’. There were no Ansar in
the Army. The aim of this
expedition was to intercept a
Qurayshi Caravan and confront
the Bani Damrah.
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Al-Abwa’ is just over 100 miles south of Madinah. Sa‘ad ibn
‘Ubadah #25is; was left behind in Madinah to look after affairs
whllst the standard of the Muslim army was held by Hamzah
When the Muslim army reached Al-Abwa’, the Qurayshi caravan
had already left. Rastlullah J&.&5{iomade a treaty with Makhshi
ibn ‘Amr, the leader of the Banti Damrah. The terms of the treaty
were as follows:

» The Banii Damrah would not fight against the Muslims

» They would not assist any enemies of the Muslims
» They would not deceive the Muslims
» At times of need they would assist the Muslims

Rasiilullah 4544l returned to Madinah after 15 days. During
this expedition there were no hostilities.
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The Grave of Aminah gedliz;

Al-Abwa’ is also the location where the mother of Rastlullah
A5 ifie, Aminah Gediss passed away. She was returning from
Madinah with Rasiilullah J&54E4{l> when he was a young child,
six years of age. She fell ill on the journey home and passed away.
Rasilullah J54kdfle was then brought back to Makkah by
Barakah bint Tha‘labah who is more commonly known as Umm
Ayman. The picture below shows the grave of Aminah Gzdiz;.

Figure 10 - The grave of Aminah iz
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Summary of Battles

There may be a difference of opinion regarding some facts of the
battles, i.e., the number of people in the armies, the duration of
the expedition etc. For each battle, I will provide a summary of
the information for that expedition taken from the book Al-Atlas
Tarikhi Li-Sirate Rasiil d&.idfle by Sami ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
Ahmad al-Maglth.
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Summary of Gazwah al-Abwa’

Al-Abwa’ - Waddan

-

Representative of Rasiilullah Sa‘ad ibn ‘Ubadah sedis;

Location

Battle Number ‘ 1

Name of the Battle ‘ Al-Abwa’

Date of the Battle ‘ 2 AH Safar

Reason for Expedition Intercept Qurayshi caravan
which was headed to Sham
|

@

A5 E4{% in charge of affairs
inMadinah |
Si:1als s INLEEIS S T N8 Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib

Muslim Army Ledlss)

Leader of the enemy forces Ummayah ibn Khalaf
Number of Muslims 60 or 200
NSNS A qeMod Number unknown - Qurayshi

information about them caravan and Bant Damrah
Number of nights Rastilullah 10 nights
14l spent outside of

Madinah for Expedition

Type of Battle Interception

Verses of Qur’an narrated in None

relation to Expedition

Outcome of Battle No confrontation as Qurayshi
caravan had left. Treaty

agreed with Banti Damrah.
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Gazwah Buwat

he following expedition was the Gazwah of Buwat.
Rasillullah Jz5.Ed{le received news through divine
inspiration that a Qurayshi caravan was headed towards

Makkah.

In the month of Rabi¢ al-Awwal or Rabi¢ al-Thani, Rastlullah
Jas.8eifle took 200 men and travelled towards Buwat to intercept
the caravan. $a’ib ibn ‘Uthman i was left in charge in
Madinah. He was one of the first believers and one of the
Companions #ziis; who migrated to Abyssinia. The Qurayshi
caravan numbered 100 people and was led by Ummayah ibn
Khalaf. The caravan also had 2,500 camels. Upon reaching Buwat,
the Muslim army found that the caravan had already left, so they

returned to Madinah.

Figure 11 - Buwat

Buwat is an area just over 70 miles west of Madinah, near a
mountain called Jabl Radwa’.
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Battle Number
Name of the Battle
Date of the Battle

Reason for Expedition

Location

NS aeli NS IEIBIELR  Sa‘ad ibn ‘Ubadah 24 or

1okl in charge of affairs sa’ib ibn ‘Uthman &egi;
in Madinah

Standard Bearer for the [EERENETIWAAVE (eI
Muslim Army J

Leader of the enemy forces ‘ Ummayah ibn Khalaf
Number of Muslims ‘ 200

Number of enemy forces or 100
information about them

Number of nigthasalulléh 7 Days
A5k spent outside of

Madinah for Expedition

Type of Battle ‘ Interception
Verses of Qur’an narrated in None

relation to Expedition

Outcome of Battle

Sirah of Muhammad 4 Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

2
Buwat
2 AH Rabi¢ al-Awwal or
Rabi‘ al-Thani
Intercept Qurayshi caravan
which was headed to Makkah
Radwa’

No confrontation as Qurayshi

caravan had left
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Gazwah al-‘Ushayrah
n the month of Jumada al-Ula, Rasiilullah Jz.&4{i headed

towards Al-“Ushayrah with 200 Companions il to
intercept a Qurayshi caravan. Aba Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad
iz was left in charge in Madinah. The Muslim army had 30

camels between them which the Companions #24i; would take

turns in riding.

Al-‘Ushayrabh is located just over 70 miles to the west of Madinah
close to Yanba* al-Nakhl.

%

Figure 12 - Gazwah al-‘Ushayrah

Upon reaching the area, the Muslim army found out that the
Qurayshi caravan had already left some days earlier. Rastlullah
J5 e spent the rest of that month there, as well as a few days
in the month of Jumada al-Thani. During this campaign,
Rasilullah {55.5{> made a treaty with the Bani Mudlij and
returned to Madinah. There was no confrontation during the
expedition.
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Summary of Gazwah al-‘Ushayrah

Battle Number 3

Name of the Battle Al-‘Ushayrah

Date of the Battle 2 AH Jumada’ al-Ula

Reason for Expedition Intercept Qurayshi caravan
which was headed towards

Sham

Location Yanbii© al-Nakhl

e aERTI R EIE Abl Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad

154l in charge of affairs el

in Madinah
Szl ) BRI @l Hamzah ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib

32 5T

el
Leader of the enemy forces ‘ Abi Sufyan ibn Harb
] 200

NS EE R ya e Qurayshi caravan, Bant Mudlij

Muslim Army

Number of Mushms

information about them and Bant Damrah

Number of nights Rastilullah 25 Days

A5k spent outside of
Madinah for Expedition

Type of Battle ‘ Interception

Verses of Qur’'an narrated in None
relation to Expedition

Outcome of Battle No confrontation as Qurayshi
caravan had left. Treaty made
with Bant Mudlij
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Gazwah Safawan

fter Gazwah al-‘Ushayrah, Rasiilullah 44E4{ returned

to Madinah. He had only stayed there for around 10 days

when Kurz ibn Jabir al-Fahri raided the pasturing animals
which belonged to the people in Madinah. He took some camels
and goats then fled. Upon hearing this news, Rasiilullah 4.5
took 200 men and went in pursuit. They reached a place called
Safawan, which was close to Badr. Badr is about 70 miles to the
south west of Madinah.

Figure 13 - Gazwah Safawan

By the time Rasiilullah J%.E4{l> had reached there, Kurz had
already left and managed to escape. Rasilullah Jz. &4l then
returned to Madinah. As Rasiilullah 5.5 had reached Badr
in pursuit of Kurz, this battle is also known as Gazwah Badr Ula’.
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Summary of Gazwah Safawan (Badr U12’)

Battle Number
Name of the Battle
Date of the Battle

Reason for Expedition

Location

Representative of Rastlullah
A& in charge of affairs
in Madinah

Standard Bearer for the
Muslim Army

Leader of the enemy forces

Number of Muslims

Number of enemy forces or
information about them
Number of nights Rastlullah
14l spent outside of
Madinah for Expedition

Type of Battle

Verses of Qur’'an narrated in
relation to Expedition

Outcome of Battle

4

Gazwah Safawan (Badr Ula’)

2 AH Rabi¢ al-Awwal or

Jumada’ al-Thani

Kurz ibn Jabir al-Fahri had
raided the pasturing animals
of Madinah

Badr

Zayd ibn Harithah ze5iz;

‘Alf ibn Abi Talib 228

Kurz ibn Jabir al-Fahri

200

The raiding party of Kurz ibn

Jabir

Some days in Safawan

Pursuit

None

No hostilities occurred and

Muslims returned to Madinah
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Sariyyah ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh Z28is

fter coming back from Gazwah Safawan, in the month of

Rajjab in the 2™ year of Hijri Rasilullah JoEdiie sent

‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh &4is; towards Magam Nakhlah with
11 Muhajiran.

Rasilullah Jz5.&4{> gave them a letter and instructed them to
open it after two days. After two days they were to open the letter
and follow the instructions. None of the Companions #z&is; were
to be compelled to follow the instructions, meaning they would
not be forced to act upon them.

After two days, ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 225 opened the letter. The
instructions informed them to keep proceeding until they
reached a place between Makkah and Al-Taif called Nakhlah.
Nakhlah was over 200 miles south of Madinah. Once they arrived
there, they should wait for the Quraysh and keep the Muslims
informed of their of actions.

‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh #edis informed
his companions of what was in the
letter and told them he was not
compelling any of them to come.
They all agreed to obey the
commands of Rasiilullah daie.
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Figure 14 - Nakhlah

During the journey, the camel of Sa‘ad and ‘Utbah &=gi; got lost,
so they went to search for it. In the process they also got lost. The
rest of the party reached their destination and waited there as per

Py

the instructions of Rastlullah Jz.Eide.
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The First Spoils

A Qurayshi trade caravan was returning to Makkah in the month
of Rajab. It was the final day of that month. Rajab was one of the
sacred months, along with Dhii al-Qa‘dah, Dhi al-Hijjah and
Muharram. Fighting was not permitted in these months.

The Companions #c4is; thought the following N
month of Shawwal had begun, therefore they i /L:/

attacked the caravan. Waqid ibn ‘Abdullah w
s 8

32 583, < /

iz shot an arrow at the leader of the
caravan, ‘Amr ibn al-Hadrami, which proved to
be fatal. Upon seeing this, the rest of the people in the caravan
panicked and ran away. All the goods from the caravan were then
taken by ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 28 and his party. Two people
from the caravan were also captured, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abdullah and
Hakm ibn Qaysan.

Up until this point, there had been no Revelation regarding the
distribution of spoils, as no spoils had been obtained before. Spoils
or booty is the term which refers to wealth which is acquired
during an expedition.

‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 2z used his own reasoning and divided the
spoils into five parts. Four parts were distributed to the
Companions #z&is; in the party and one part was left for the
Rasiilullah JzaEdie.

56|Page



14

Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

The Revelation Regarding the Spoils of War

The Companions #z&is; returned to Madinah with the spoils and
the captives. When they arrived, Rasiilullah Z5.€5{e told them
that he had not given them permission to fight in the sacred
month. Until Revelation comes regarding this, the spoils and the
captives should be kept safe.

Upon hearing this ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh 24l and the other
Companions #z&ls; who had taken part became upset and
regretful. The hypocrites and Jews of Madinah started to say that
Rasilullah 454E4fle and his Companions #eliz; have made it
permissible to fight in the sacred months. Allah 1852 then

sent down the following verse:
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' Stirah al-Bagarah Verse 217
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“They ask you about the Sacred Month, that is, about fighting in
it. Say, ‘Fighting in it is something grave, but it is much more
grave, in the sight of Allah, to prevent (people) from the path of
Allah, to disbelieve in Him, and in Al-Masjid al-Haram, and to
expel its people from there, and Fitnah (to create disorder) is
more grave than killing.” They will go on fighting you until they
turn you away from your faith if they could, while whoever of
you turns away from his faith and dies an infidel, such people are
those whose deeds will go to waste in this world and in the
Hereafter, and they are people of the Fire. They shall be there

forever.”

After this verse was Revealed, Rastilullah 14 E4{le accepted his
fiftth share of the spoils and distributed the rest of the wealth
amongst the Companions #2fiz; who had participated in the
expedition.
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The Reward

‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh iz and the other Companions #z&is; who
had taken part in the exped1t1on became very happy when they
heard this verse. They asked Rasiilullah .5l if they would
also get some reward for their actions. Upon this, Allah JG55&E2
sent down the following verse:
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“As for those who believed and those who migrated and carried
strove in the way of Allah, they hope for Allah’s mercy: and Allah

is Forgiving, Very-Merciful.”

' Stirah al-Bagarah Verse 218
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The Deal

The Companions #:fis; had taken 2 captives, ‘Uthman ibn
‘Abdullah and Hakm ibn Qaysan. The Quraysh sent money to
Rasilullah k&l for their ransom, however Rasilullah
Jc54Ede said he would not release them until Sa‘ad and “Utbah
Wi, were freed. He feared that the Quraysh had done
something to them

After a few days, Sa‘ad and ‘Utbah &:fiz; came to Madinah.
Rasilullah 4544 took the ransom and released ‘Uthman ibn
‘Abdullah and Hakm ibn Qaysan. ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abdullah went
back to Makkah as soon as he was released and passed away there
without embracing. Hakm ibn Qaysan #z4lz became a Muslim

and stayed in Madinah until he was martyred in the battle of Bir

Ma‘ina.
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Gazwah Badr al-Kubra’

n the 2™ year of Hijri, there were a total of 8 Gazwat,
expeditions in which Rasiilullah J54Eéfle was personally
involved.

Gazwah Badr al-Kubra’, the greater ‘Battle of Badr’, was the first
proper battle in the history of Islam. It was the 5™ expedition in
which Rasilullah Jz5.E4{ie had participated in within the space
of a year.

This battle played a critical role in whether Islam would continue
to flourish or if the Quraysh would be being able to put a stop to
the Muslims once and for all. The Companions #z&is; would
display great bravery and courage, whilst the Quraysh would

become victims of their own overconfidence and pride.
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The Qurayshi Caravan

In the beginning of the month of Ramadan, Rasalullah J&.4je
received news that Abi Sufyan ibn Harb was returning to Makkah
from Sham with a Qurayshi trade caravan. There were either 30
or 40 men in the caravan which was laden with goods.

Rastlulldh Jz.%&40e gathered the Muslims and told them about
the caravan and it was possible, if Allah (&%= wished, they
could acquire this wealth. There was no thought of any type of
conflict or fighting, so the Muslims set off towards the caravan
without any preparation for battle.

Abl Sufyan had anticipated that the Muslims may come to
intercept the caravan. When the caravan approached Hijaz
(Arabia), Abl Sufyan started asking other travellers he would
meet on the way about any such news.

During one of these exchanges, he received information that
Rasilullah 154 E4{le has commanded his followers to travel
towards his caravan. As soon as he heard this, Abx Sufyan, hired
DamDam ibn ‘Amr al-Ghifari and told him to immediately go to
Makkah. He should tell the Quraysh to come to the aid of their
caravan as soon as they can and save their wealth, because
Muhammad Jz4 &4l has commanded his followers to travel
towards it. DamDam ibn ‘Amr al-Ghifari left for Makkah right

away.
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Rastilullah 5. €4 leaves Madinah

Meanwhile Rastlullah J&.ks{ie  left Madinah with his
Companions #z{iz; headed towards the caravan on the 12 of
Ramadan. The number of people with Rasilullah 1. Edjie was
either 313, 314 or 315, depending on different opinions.

The standard of the army was given to Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr &z5is.
There were also 2 flags preceding Rastlullah
14deifle. One was called Al-“Ugab, held by
‘Ali 24z and the other was in the hands of

one of the Ansar.  ‘Abdullah ibn Umm

Maktim Zz4lz; had been left in Madinah to

lead Salah.

Times were very difficult in those days and there were only 2
horses in the whole army. One horse belonged to Zubayr ibn al-
‘Awwam Ledis; and the other to Migdad xe4iss.

There were also only 70 camels. Each camel was allotted to 2 or 3
of the Companions #z&is; who would take turns in riding the

animal.

There is a difference of opinion as to whom Rasilullah J&.&ifie
shared a camel with. One opinion is that he was with ‘Ali 224
and Marthad ibn Abii Marthad al-Ghanawi &zdis. Another
opinion is that he was with Abii Lubabah &z4is; and ‘All Ledis
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When the turn came for Rastlullah 15.&4{e to walk, they both
would tell Rastlullah 5.5 to carry on riding, and they would
walk in his place. However, Rasiilullah Jz5.€5{e would tell them
that they were not stronger than him in walking and he was no

-,

less desiring of reward from Allah &%\ than them.

Another camel was shared by Hamzah, Zayd ibn Harithah, Aba
Kabsha and Anasa #:{i,. Another was shared by Abii Bakr,
‘Umar and ‘Abdul Rahman ibn ‘Auf A2gi.

Qays ibn Abii Sa‘sa’a £24i; was placed at the rear of the army. In

this manner Rasilullah J&.Ed{le started to make his way
towards the path of the caravan travelling to Makkah.
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The Muslim Army is Reviewed

The Muslim army reached the well of Abii ‘Anba, which was a mile
outside of Madinah. Rasiilullah 4544l checked the whole army
and whoever was considered young of age, was sent back.

The Muslim army had taken the upper route from Madinah, by
way of Al-‘Agiq, Dhul Hulayfah, then Ulat al-Jaysh. The army
passed Turban, Malal, Ghamis al-Hamam, Sukhayrat al-Yamam,
As-Sayalah and into the ravine at Al-Rawha’

At Al-Rawha’, Abii Lubabah ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir &z&dis was
chosen to overlook matters in Madinah and sent back. From there
the army went to Shantika. Rasiilullah JZ5.E4{le had stopped at
Sajsaj which was one of the wells of al-Rawha’, then went to Al-
Munsaraf. The road to Makkah was on the left and Rasalullah
15484l then turned right towards Al-Naziyah intending to go
onto Badr.

Figure 15 - The well at Al-Rawha’
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The army passed through a vale called Ruhqgan, between Al-
Naziyah and Al-Safra’. When the army approached Al-Safra’,
Basbas ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani #24is and ‘Adiy ibn Abi az-Zaghba’

¥ S 5% '\‘/.

%eiss; were sent to scout ahead to obtain information about Abu

Sufyan’s caravan.

Figure 16 - The way to Badr

On the other side, DamDam Ghifari was fast on his way to Makkah
to convey the message from Abti Sufyan to the Quraysh. He would
inform them that the caravan was under threat, and they should
immediately come to its rescue.

66|Page



Sirah of Muhammad 4 Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

The Dream of ‘Atikah

astlullah 4.4l had a paternal aunt in Makkah by the

name of ‘Atikah. She was the daughter of ‘Abd al-Muttalib.

3 days before DamDam Ghifari arrived in Makkah, ‘Atikah
saw a dream which frightened her. In her dream she saw that a
rider came on his camel, until he reached a place called Al-Abtah
(which is to the north east of the Haram). The rider then cried at
the top of his voice ‘O people of Ghadr, leave for the place of your
defeat in 3 days.” The people gathered around him, and he then
went to Al-Masjid al-Haram with the people following him. He
repeated the same words, then he climbed Jabl Abii-Qubays. The
rider then threw a boulder from the top of the mountain and
when it reached the bottom, it smashed into pieces. There was no
house or dwelling in Makkah in which a piece of this boulder did
not land.

Figure 17 - Makkah in 600AD (Image courtesy of Binimad al-Ateeqi (Binimad.com))
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After seeing this dream, ‘Atikah called her brother ‘Abbas ez
She told him that she feared some calamity is going to befall the
people and advised him to treat what she was going to tell him in
confidence. ‘Abbas xeiis; asked her what she had seen, and she
related the dream to him. Once he had heard it, he said that
indeed it was a vision, and she should not mention it to anybody.

‘Abbas L2diz; came out of his house and saw
his friend Walid ibn ‘Utbah. He told him
about his sister’s dream and made him
promise not to tell anyone. Walid then
told his father ‘Utbah and in this way,
news of this dream reached all of Makkah.

Abt Jahl’s address

The following morning, ‘Abbas iefi; went to Al-Masjid al-Haram
to perform Tawaf and saw that Ab{ Jahl was sitting with a group
of people discussing ‘Atikah’s dream. When Ab Jahl saw him, he
told “‘Abbas £24is; to come to them once he had finished his Tawaf.

‘Abbas Lediz; completed his Tawaf, went to the group and sat
down. Abu Jahl addressed ‘Abbas %zdiiz; and said, ‘Your men
made claims of Prophethood and now your women have also
started to make claims of Prophethood.” ‘Abbas 2z4is; asked him
what he was talking about, and Abu Jahl told him about ‘Atikah’s
dream. AbiiJahl further said that they would keep an eye on them
for three days and see if what she saw comes to pass. If it is true,
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then it will be as so, but if three days pass and nothing happens,
then it will be written that they are the greatest liars from the
people of the House, from the Arabs.

On the morning of the third day, DamDam Ghifari arrived in
Makkah. He was stood on his camel, which had its nose cut, and
its saddle turned around. DamDam Ghifari was crying out Abt
Sufyan’s message. He told the Quraysh that Muhammad
1.5 and his Companions #28iz5 were lying in wait for their
property which was with Abai Sufyan.

In a narration from Miisa ibn Ugba {4iiz5, it mentions when
DamDam Ghifari came to Makkah, the Quraysh became fearful of
‘Atikah’s dream. The Quraysh would go to Badr and see the
interpretation of ‘Atikah’s dream with their own eyes.

There is a difference of opinion of as to whether ‘Atikah Gadiz;
embraced Islam or not. Ibn Sa‘ad mentions that she did and
migrated to Madinah.

A=)
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The Quraysh Prepare for Battle

s soon as the news reached Makkah, it created a large

disturbance because there was no man or woman who

had not invested heavily in that caravan. Everyone’s
wealth was under threat.

Most of the leaders of the Quraysh joined the expedition apart
from Abt Lahab ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, the paternal uncle and
enemy of Rasiilullah J5.E4{le. In his place, he sent Abii Jahl's
brother, Al-‘As ibn Hisham.

Al-‘As ibn Hisham owed Abt Lahab 4000 dirhams and because he
had become poor, he did not have the means to pay back his debt.
He accepted to join the expedition in place of Abi Lahab on the
condition that the debt will be cleared.
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Umayyah ibn Khalaf

Umayyah ibn Khalaf had initially refused to join the expedition.
The reason behind this was that Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 2245, who was
from the Ansar, was his friend. Whenever Umayyah used to go to
Sham, he would stop by in Madinah and visit Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh
2. In turn, whenever Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh £ediz; would go to
Makkah, he would visit Umayyah ibn Khalaf.

After Rasiilullah 42464l migrated to Madinah, on one occasion
Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh iz, went to Makkah to perform ‘Umrah. As
per his normal ways, he stayed in the house of Umayyah ibn
Khalaf. He told Umayyah to take him to perform Tawaf at a time
when the Haram is empty, meaning when there were no crowds.

Umayyah took Sa‘ad ibn
Mu‘adh Zediz; in the late
morning to perform Tawaf.
Whilst they were going
around the Ka‘bah, Aba Jahl
saw them and said, ‘O Abu
Safwan (which was the
kuniyah of Umayyah), who is

this person with you?
Umayyah replied and said it was Sa‘ad.

Abii Jahl then said, ‘I am seeing this person is performing the
Tawaf calmly. You are giving unreligious people like this a place
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to stay, and you are also helping them.” He then addressed Sa‘ad
ibn Mu‘adh £ediz; and said ‘O Sa‘ad, I swear by my Lord, if
Umayyah was not with you, then you would not return in a proper
state.’

Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 24 replied in a loud voice, ‘If you stop me
from performing Tawaf, then I swear by my Lord that I will stop
your road from Madinah to Sham.” As we know, this road was the
lifeline to the trade in Makkah.

Umayyah then said to Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh #cgis;, “Don’t raise your
voice against Abii Jahl, he is the leader of this valley.” Sa‘ad ibn
Mu‘adh £edi; said, ‘Leave it, I swear by my Lord, that I have heard
from Rastilullah J5.&4{(% that you will die at the hands of those
who are beloved to Rasiilullah J5.4fle.” Umayyah asked if he
would die in Makkah. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh iz said he did not
know where and when he would die.

After hearing this, Umayyah became very worried and frightened.
He went and told his wife about what Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 25, had
said. In one narration it mentions that he said, ‘I swear by my Lord
that Muhammad J5.&5{> never says anything wrong.’
Umayyah got so frightened that he made the intention he would
never leave Makkah.

When Abii Jahl told the people to leave for Badr, Umayyah found
it very hard as he feared for his life. Abt Jahl saw that Umayyah
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was not ready to leave, so he told him that he was a leader of the
people and if he didn’t go, other people would see him, and they
will also refuse to go. Abi Jahl kept on insisting that Umayyah
comes with them,

Abii Jahl told Umayyah, that he would buy him an expensive and
excellent horse. The reason for this was, as soon as Umayyah saw
a threat, he could get on the horse and come back to Makkah.
Umayyah finally agreed to go with the Qurayshi army to Badr.
Umayyah went home and told his wife to get his provisions ready
to travel. She said to him, ‘Don’t you remember the words of your
Yathribi brother?” Umayyah told her that his intention was to go
a little distance with them and then come back again.

With this intention, Umayyah left Makkah for Badr. Whenever he
stopped, he would keep his mount close by, but destiny and the
decree of Allah (&%= would stop him from
escaping. Umayyah reached Badr and

soon we shall see what
happened to him.
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In another narration it mentions that ‘Ugbah ibn Abt Mu‘ayt
came to Umayyah ibn Khalaf whilst he was sat in Al-Masjid al-
Haram with his companions. ‘Ugbah was carrying an incense
burner which had some “td (scented wood) inside it and placed it
in front of Umayyah. He then said, ‘O the father of ‘Ali, scent
yourself with this, for indeed you are from the women.” Umayyah
cursed ‘Ugbah and what he had brought with him. He then
prepared himself and left with the rest of the Qurayshi army.
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The Qurayshi Army Leaves
One thousand men, armed to the hilt, fully prepared, and
provisioned for battle left Makkah with Aba Jahl in the lead.
Singing women also accompanied the army. With
the sound of beating drums, the army departed,
full of pride and pomp.

Allah 1&5%\2 mentioned this in the Qur’an:
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“And do not be like those who set forth from their homes waxing
proud and showing off to people, preventing (people) from the

way of Allah. Allah is All-Encompassing of what they do.”

The Qurayshi army travelled north towards Badr.

16 Stirah al-Anfal Verse 47
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News of the Qurayshi Army
astlullah Jo5.€d{l> and the Muslim army continued
ahead, leaving Al-Safra’ to the left. They went towards the
right and passed through a valley called Dhafiran and then
stopped.

Basbas and ‘Adiy &zgiz; came and informed Rastilullah 3.4
that the Qurayshi army had left Makkah. Rastlullah Jo.edie
gathered the Muh3jirin and Ansar. He informed them that the
Qurayshi army had left Makkah and asked their opinions on what
their next steps should be. Abii Bakr £edis; was the first to speak
and expressed his willingness to follow whatever Rastlullah
325: %8> commanded. ‘Umar #e£; then stood up and also
expressed a similar desire.
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Tariq ibn Shihab mentions that he heard ibn Mas‘tid £24i; say,
“I witnessed Al-Miqdad ibn al-Aswad in a scene which would
have been dearer to me than anything had I been the hero of

that scene. He (Al-Miqdad £24i;) came to the Prophet Jz5. i
and he (Rasilullah J5.€5{(>) was urging them to fight against
the polytheists. He (Al-Miqdad 4z4is) said, ‘We will not say as
the people of Miisa’ 3zl said ‘Go you and your Lord and fight
you two’. But we shall fight on your right and your left, in front
of you and behind you.” I saw the face of the Prophet J. k4

getting bright with happiness, for that saying delighted him.”

Rasillullah Jo.&i{c asked once more for advice from his
Companions #:{i, for he wanted to hear from the Ansar who
made up the majority of the army. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh Zedis;
replied to Rasiilullah J5.&5{(e saying it seems he wanted to hear
from them? Rastlullah J&5.€4{i replied that he did. Sa‘ad ibn
Mu‘adh 2 then made a statement testifying to their belief in
Rasiilullah 4.4l and that they (the Ansar) would follow him
wherever he would go.

Rasiilullah J5.€5{( was delighted after hearing these words and
told his Companions #z4iz; to go forward and there were glad
tidings for them. Allah (&%= had promised him, that they
would be helped and achieve victory over one of the two groups.
Either the caravan of Abi Sufyan or the army of Abi Jahl.
Rasiilullah J5.dfle also told them that he had been shown the
places where certain people would meet their sad demise.
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The Revelation
Allah (&% 52 mentions this episode in the Holy Qur’an:
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“And recall when Allah was promising you that one of the two
groups would become yours, and you were wishing that the one
without strength should fall to you.

And Allah wanted to establish the truth through His words and
to cut off the very root of the disbelievers”

8Sirah al-Anfal Verse 7
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News of the Caravan

The Muslim army had stopped at Dhafiran. Rastlullah o5&
then directed the army over some passes called Asafir and
dropped down into a town called Al-Dabbah. They passed by Al-
Hannan to the right, which was a huge sandhill that looked like a
mountain. Rasilullah 5.5 then stopped near Badr.

Basbas and ‘Adiy
&edl; had been
sent by Rastlullah
Jza 8 to spy on
Abii Sufyan’s
caravarn. They

reached Badr and
rested their camels figure 18- Altannan

next to a spring under a hill. They could see two women having a
conversation, one of which was asking the other to repay her debt.
The woman who was being asked for the money said, ‘After two
or three days, Abl Sufyan’s caravan is going to come back from
Sham. When it comes, I will work and with whatever I earn, I will
repay your debt.’

Majdi ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani was also present at the spring when the
two women were talking. When the women said the caravan was
going to come, Majdi said that she was saying the truth. He
managed to help her convince the other woman to give her alittle
more time to repay her debt. As soon as Basbas and ‘Adiy &<z
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heard this, they got on their camels and went back to Rastlullah
14k, They informed him of the news.

Abii Sufyan’s Intelligence
After Basbas and ‘Adiy &4l left the spring, Abii Sufyan reached
the same place whilst enquiring about Rastilullah J&. 5.

Abl Sufyan saw Majdi ibn

‘Amr and asked him if he had

seen anyone coming or Path of the
going from this place. Majdi QureysiCaryan
replied saying he hadn’t seen

anyone apart from 2 people,

who were sat under this

mountain. They set their Sauq Sawiq ®

camels down, gave them

water, filled their water

skins, and then left. Al ':'3"“‘3( ®
Badre

Figure 19 - Path of the Qurayshi caravan
Abu Sufyan made his way to the location where the two men had
sat and saw some camel droppings. He broke one of the camel
droppings and found a date stone in it. Abu Sufyan saw this date
stone and said, ‘T swear by my Lord, that this date stone is from
Yathrib.’
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Abi Sufyan quickly went back to his caravan and diverted its
direction towards the sea path rather than the normal route to
Makkah. By doing this, he managed to navigate the caravan safely
back to Makkah avoiding confrontation with the Muslim party.

Jedda

Figure 20 - The Qurayshi caravans diverted path to Makkah
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Abti Sufyan’s Message

Abi Sufyan then sent another message to the Quraysh:
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“You had come out to save your caravan and your men and your
wealth. Allah 1G58 has saved everyone, therefore you should
all return to Makkah.”

When Abii Jahl received the message, he said that he would not
return until they have been to Badr, ate, drank, and enjoyed
themselves for three days.

Al-Akhnas ibn Shariq was an ally of the Banii Zuhrah. He
addressed his tribe and told them that they had only come to
protect their wealth. Allah J&%\;2 has saved it, so there was no
need for them to fight and put themselves in danger like this man
is saying, meaning Abi Jahl. The Banii Zuhrah listened to the
advice of Al-Akhnas and returned home. None of them were
involved in the battle of Badr.

The Banii ‘Adiy ibn Ka‘ab did also not participate in the battle, so
apart from these two tribes, every clan of the Quraysh was
represented.
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The Armies reach Badr

Rasiilullah J5.4fle now reached Badr with his Companions
#zdiz;. The Muslims had travelled in a south westerly direction
from Madinah.

Figure 21 - The path of the Muslim army to Badr
The Quraysh had reached Badr before the Muslims. They had
travelled north past
al-Jamim until they
reached ‘Usfan. Then
they went north past
Khalis to Qadid. From
Qadid they went in a
north westerly
direction towards
Waddan then turned
north past Um al-
Barak and onto Badr. Jedda
The total distance was

Figure 22 - The path of the Qurayshi army to Badr
around 200 miles.
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Overview of Badr

adr was an area where the Arabs used to hold a fair and
market each year. The Muslim army approached Badr
from the north east and the Qurayshi army came from the

south.

4 'Qurashi
% T A R

Figure 23 - The direction of approach

The Qurayshi army
stopped behind a hill
called  Al-‘Agangal,
which was on the

western side of the

Figure 24 - Al-‘Aqanqal

Yalyal valley.
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The Capturing of the Slaves

When the evening came, Rasilullah J«Ed{e sent ‘Ali, Zubayr
ibn al-‘Awwam, Sa‘ad ibn AbGi Waqqas and some other
Companions #edfissto find out more information about the
Qurayshi army and the caravan.

The small party arrived at the well of Badr and came upon two
slaves who were with some water camels belonging to the
Quraysh. One of them was a slave of the Banii al-Hajjaj called
Aslam and the other was a slave from the Bani al-‘As ibn Sa‘id
called ‘Arid Abu Yasar. They were both brought to Rastlullah
Jz544] e who was reading Salah at the time.

The Companions #&&is; questioned the slaves and asked who they
were. They said that they were watermen for the Quraysh, and
they had come out to collect water for them.

The Companions #z4i; did not believe them, as they had hoped
they would be from the caravan of Aba Sufyan. After pressing
them, the slaves then said they were the companions of Abau
Sufyan, meaning from the caravan. When they heard this, the

Companions #e4i; let them go.
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Rastlullah Jz4E4{> completed his Salah and then addressed the
Companions #zdiz;. He said, ‘When they said the truth you
started to hit them and when they lied, you let them go. By Allah
A58\, these are the Quraysh’s men.’

Rasilullah 1. &4l asked the watermen where the Quraysh
were. They informed him that they were behind the hill on the
farthest side, meaning Al-‘Aganqal.

Rasiilullah J25.&45{> then asked them how many Quraysh were
there. They replied saying there were a lot of them. Rasilullah
Jz544 e then asked how many. They said they did not know the
number. Rastilullah J5.kdfle asked, how many camels were
slaughtered each day to feed the army? They replied, sometimes
9 and sometimes 10. Rasilullah 454E&fle then said that their
number was between 900 and 1000.
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The Qurayshi Leaders
The slaves were then asked by Rastilullah Jz4E2=, which of the
nobles of the Quraysh had come? They replied with the following:

YV V ¥V V ¥V ¥V WV VW ¥V ¥V ¥V V VY

>

“Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah

Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah

Abti al-Bakhtari ibn Hisham
Hakim ibn Hizam

Nawfal ibn Khuwaylid
Al-Harith ibn ‘Amir ibn Nawfal
Tu‘aymah ibn ‘Adiy ibn Nawfal
Nadr ibn al-Harith

Zama‘ah ibn al-Aswad

Abii Jahl ibn Hisham

Umayyah ibn Khalaf

Nubay and Munnabih, the sons of al-Hajj3j

Suhayl ibn ‘Amr

‘Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd

When Rasiilullah Jz4E4{(e heard this, he faced the Companions

#zdi; and said, ‘Makkah has thrown its liver towards you.” In this
way Rasiilullah Az &4 found out about the Qurayshi army.
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The Wells of Badr
In the books of Sirah, there are two opinions regarding how the
armies secured the water sources at Badr.

In Sirate Mustafa’, it mentions that the Quraysh arrived first at
Badr and took over the well. They had also chosen the most
suitable places to setup camp. Therefore, the Muslim army had no
source of water and no good place to setup camp.

The terrain of Badr was sandy and very difficult to walk upon.
When trying to walk, the feet would sink into the ground.

Figure 25 - Badr

Allah A\&%s2 then sent down the rain. The rain made the
ground firm and easy to walk upon. The Muslim army then made
small holes so they could collect the rainwater and use it for
performing ablution and taking baths.
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Allah Q&5 says:
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“And sent down upon you water from the Heavens, so that He
might purify you with it, and remove from you the impurity of
Satan, and so that He might strengthen your hearts and make
(your) feet firm therewith.”

Even though the water had been collected for the Muslims to use,
Rasiilullah 1.4 gave permission to the Qurayshi army to use
the water as well.

In Ibn Ishagq, the event is narrated as follows:

The valley of ‘Yalyal’ lay between Badr and Al-‘Aganqal. As
mentioned before, the Qurayshi army who had travelled from
Makkah, had stopped at the further side of the valley behind Al-
‘Aganqal.

The wells of Badr were located to the north of the valley of Yalyal,
on the side closest to Madinah. Allah (&% sent down the rain

Y Stirah al-Anfal Verse 11
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which turned the soft ground into a firm surface, allowing
Rasilullah Jz5.&45{> and his army to travel without issue. The
Quraysh however found it difficult.

Rasilullah J&.&4{ie led his army until they reached the waters
of Badr. When the army reached the first source, they stopped.
Al-Hubdb ibn al-Mundhir %4l asked Rastlullah Josdiis
whether this site had been chosen by Allah (&% or whether
it had been an opinion and tactical decision. Rasiilullah .o
replied with the latter. Al-Hubab xciis; suggested that the
Muslim army should not stop where they were but keep moving
forward until they reached the water sources closest to the
Quraysh. They could create a store for the water to ensure they
have enough supply and furthermore stop the water supply to the

Quraysh which was essential to them.

Rasiilullah .04l approved of the plan and the army advanced
immediately. The wells closest to the Qurayshi army were now
stopped and a water store was created for the Muslim army which

they could use whenever they wanted.
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The Station of Rasiilullah .

As the preparation for the battle went underway, Sa‘ad ibn
Mu‘adh L2 suggested to Rastlullah Js.kifie that they build
an “Arish’ (canopy) for him where he could stay. The canopy was
constructed on a mound with its roof made from palm leaves.

From this location, the whole battlefield could be seen.

If you go to Badr today, there is a Masjid which has been
constructed on the site.

Figure 26 - Masjid al- ‘Arish
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From the map below, the location of the canopy (Masjid al-Arish)
can be seen in relation to the battlefield. It is approximately 500m
in a north westerly direction. It is also probable that many of the
trees and groves which are present today were not there during
the battle allowing Rasiilullah J&.E4dfle a clear view of the
proceedings.

# 2
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Figure 27 - Location of the canopy of Rasiilullah Lo Bz
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The Night Before the Battle

On the night before the battle, Rastlullah J&.&5{e took the
Companions #&gi; to the battlefield. He showed them the places
where the leaders of the Quraysh would be killed the following
day. Rastlullah J&.&5{le would make an indication with his
hand and say, this is the place where such and such person will
fall tomorrow.

After a while Rasiilullah Jz. &l and Abd Bakr 4l entered
the canopy and offered two units of prayer. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh
i, stood at the door of the canopy with his sword in hand.
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‘Ali 22405 said, “I remember us on the night of Badr, there was
no one among us who was not sleeping, except Rastlullah
A48l who prayed facing a tree and offered supplication
until the morning came.”

Rasilullah 45.k4fle had spent the whole night in prayer,
supplicating to Allah (&%\=%. When Fajr time came, Rasulullah

** Musnad Ahmad - 1161
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Acssdedile gathered the Companions #2gi; by saying, ‘As-Salatu
‘Ibadullah’, O Servants of Allah, the time for Salah has arrived.

As soon as the Companions #cfiz; heard the call, they
congregated and Rastilullah Jz5.&5{io led them in Salah. He then
advised them on how to strive bravely in the path of Allah
A58\, For that day, would be decisive in the history of Islam.
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Preparation for Battle

t was Friday, the 17" of Ramadan. On one side were the forces
of truth and on the other, the forces of falsehood. Rastlullah

Jskdjle arranged the battle lines of the Companions

The Quraysh advanced, coming down from Al-‘Aqangqal into the
valley. When Rastilullah Jz. &4z saw the Qurayshi army in all
its splendour proceeding towards the battlefield, he supplicated
to Allah Q&% as follows:

“O Allah, this is the tribe of Quraysh, who are coming in their
vanity and pride. They are contending with you and have denied

Your Messenger. O Allah, grant me the help which You

promised me. O Allah, destroy them this morning.”

Figure 28 - Badr
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Sawad ibn Ghaziya i

Rasilullah Jo5.&d{l started to arrange the army. Whilst
straightening the battle lines, he had an arrow in his hand. Sawad
ibn Ghaziya #24z; was slightly ahead of the others, so Rastilullah
I poked him lightly with the arrow and said, ‘Stand
straight O Sawad.’

Sawad iedis; said, ‘O Prophet of Allah, you have caused me
distress and Allah 1%\ has sent you with truth and justice, I

want my retribution!’

Rasiilullah J5.85{e lifted the garment covering his stomach and
said to Sawad 2z4i;, ‘Take your revenge’. Sawad 424z, embraced
Rasiilullah J5.5{le and kissed him on his stomach and said ‘O
Rasiilullah 254642, this may be our last meeting.’

Rasiilullah 4&.&i{l> was amused by what happened and
supplicated for Sawad zediss.
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The Quraysh check the Muslim Army
After arranging the battle lines, Rastilullah .45l went to his
canopy accompanied by Abli Bakr &4z, Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh s24is

stood at the door with his sword in hand.

The Quraysh sent ‘Umayr ibn Wahab al-Jumahi to inspect the
Muslim army so they could estimate its size. ‘Umayr got on his
horse and rode around the Muslim camp and returned. He said
that there were approximately 300 people but he wanted more
time so he could check whether they had any reinforcements
hidden anywhere else.

‘Umayr got on his horse once more and rode around, searching
far and wide. He then returned and confirmed the Muslim army
had no reinforcements. However, he also advised the Quraysh
that heavy losses would be inflicted upon their army if they
decided to fight, and what enjoyment would there be to life after
this. Therefore, they should think before they decide what to do.

Hakim ibn Hizam agreed with

‘Umayr’s words and went to
‘Utbah. He advised him to take the
Qurayshi army back to Makkah.
‘Utbah then addressed the Qurayshi
army and said that there is no benefit

in fighting Muhammad JZ:%{le and his Companions #efi.
They were all their kith and kin. The result would be that they
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would keep seeing the killers of their fathers, brothers, and
cousins. He advised the Quraysh to leave Muhammad Jzsa 5
to the Arabs. If the Arabs put an end to Muhammad .4
then their job would be done. And if Allah 1G58 gave him
victory, then this would also be a means of honour and respect for
them. ‘Utbah finally advised them not to go against his advice.

Hakim ibn Hizam, then went to Aba Jahl. At the time he was
putting on his armour and weapons. Hakim told him that ‘Utbah
had sent him with a message and related his words.

As soon as Abii Jahl heard them, he became very angry. He got up
and said, ‘The reason why ‘Utbah does not want to fight is that his
son Abli Hudhayfah stays with the Muslims and he does not want
any harm to come to him.” Abii Jahl then swore an oath on Allah
JGE8\eL saying they would not go back until a decision was made
between them and Muhammad 4. 4.

Abti Jahl then called ‘Amir ibn al-Hadrami, the brother of ‘Amr ibn
al-Hadrami. ‘Amr ibn al-Hadrami had been killed in Nakhlah by
Wagqid ibn ‘Abdullah 224z when the Muslims had got their first

booty. The Quraysh wanted revenge for this incident.

Abu Jahl told ‘Amir, that ‘Utbah wants to take the people back,
even though your brother was killed in front of you. When ‘Amir
heard this, he started to shout his brother’s name. This increased

the enthusiasm of the Qurayshi army who now got ready to fight.
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‘Afra’ Gediz,

Before we discuss the battle, I wanted to mention a very special
female Companion Gediz;. We must remember it was not only the
male Companions #z&is; who made great sacrifices when going
on all of the expeditions, but also their wives, children and
parents who remained behind. How many of them would see their
menfolk going off for an expedition, not knowing whether they
would see them again or not.

s~

Hafiz Asqalani &Jiz5 mentions one such female Companion was

‘Afra’ Gediss, the mother of ‘Awf and Mu‘awwidh &egis; (who will

be discussed later). She had one special quality that no other
person had.

‘Afra’ Gedizz; was first married to Harith, and bore him three sons,
‘Awf, Mu‘awwidh and Mu‘adh #2&is;. She then married Bakir ibn
‘Abd Yalayl and bore him a further four sons, lyas, ‘Aqil, Khalid
and ‘Amir #zZis5. All seven of her sons took part in the battle of

Badr! No other woman can ever make a similar claim!

[J
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The Battle Formations

he Muslim army was stationed to the north whist the

Quraysh had come up from the south. The Muslims were

outnumbered more than three to one and their cavalry
only consisted of 2 horses. The formation of the armies and the
duels were as follows:

‘All £28is; ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Harith &gz Hamzah Zedis

Al-Walid ibn ‘Utbah Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah ‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah

Qurayshi Forces
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The Challenge

After Abu Jahl's remarks, even ‘Utbah got ready for battle. He
took his brother Shaybah and son Al-Walid, then walked into the
battlefield. He now called out for a challenge.

Three men walked forward from the Muslim Army, ‘Awf ibn
Harith, Mu‘awwidh ibn Harith and ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah #zdis.

The three Companions #z&is; went into the field of battle. ‘Utbah
asked them who they were. They replied that they were from the
Ansar. ‘Utbah replied that they had no need of them, they wanted
to fight with people from their own tribe. One person from the
Qurayshi army cried, ‘O Muhammad (i55:%€5{>), send people
from our people who are our match.’

Rasilullah Jz5.Ed{le commanded the three Ansari Companions
#2di; to return to the battle ranks. He then called ‘Ali, Hamzah
and ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Harith 25z by name and told them to go
forward and answer the Qurayshi challenge.

The three glorious Companions #z&iz; went forward with their
faces covered. When they reached the Quraysh, ‘Utbah asked
them who they were. ‘Ubaydah iz&ii; said I am “Ubaydah’, <Ali
ez, said ‘T am ‘AlT’ and Hamzah “efiz; said ‘T am Hamzah!
‘Utbah said ‘Yes, you are our match.’
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The Duels

The duels then commenced. ‘Utbah was pitted against ‘Ubaydah
ez, who was the eldest of the three Companions &:fis.
Shaybah faced Hamzah %zl and Al-Walid was opposite Ali

5> $T V- -

Lz,

‘Ali and Hamzah &gy, put an end to their opponents
immediately with a single stroke each. Shaybah and Al-walid
both fell in quick succession. Whilst ‘Ubaydah 25 was fighting
‘Utbah, both inflicted wounds upon each other. ‘Utbah then
brought his sword down upon ‘Ubaydah #ciz; and cut off his leg.
After their duels had been won, ‘All and Hamzah &g went to
the aid of ‘Ubaydah %24z and put an end to ‘Utbah once and for
all. They lifted ‘Ubaydah £e&is; and took him to Rasiilullah
Jz4kde. Blood was flowing from the severed leg of ‘Ubaydah
%eflz5. He asked Rastlullah Jo.&ifio, if he was a martyr,
Rasiilullah J5.fedfle said yes. According to some sources,
‘Ubaydah &2z, was 62 years old when he was martyred.
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The Battle Begins

fter ‘Utbah, Shaybah and Al-Walid were defeated, the
main battle commenced. Rasilullah d5.Edfie left his
canopy and arranged the battle ranks of his Companions
#eizz,. Once he had completed this, he went back to his canopy
with Abii Bakr 224 and Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 224 standing guard.

Upon seeing the small numbers of his loved ones and the large
number of enemies. The lack of weapons and armour in his army
and the strength of the enemy, Rastlullah A &> stood for
Prayer. He read two Rak‘ah and supplicated to Allah &%=,
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 224 said, “On the day of Badr, Rasiilullah
sk looked towards the polytheists and they were 1000.
And his Companions were 319 men. The Prophet of Allah
Jz4dle faced towards Qiblah, extended his hands, and started
to supplicate to his Lord. He said, ‘O Allah, accomplish for me
that which You have promised me. O Allah, bring about what
You have promised me. O Allah, if this group of Muslims is
destroyed, You will not be worshipped on this earth.’
Rasilullah o4 E4{e continued to supplicate to Allah J1G;
while stretching his hands facing the Qiblah until his mantle fell
off his shoulders. Abii Bakr 2z4is; came, picked up the mantle

///}/

and put it back on his shoulders.

Abii Bakr &2l then embraced Rasilullah Jz5.&4 from
behind and said, ‘O Prophet of Allah, this Prayer of yours to your
Lord will suffice you. And He will fulfil what He has promised
you’. Then Allah J\&5%52 Revealed the following verse:

* Sahih Muslim 1763
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“When you were calling your Lord for help, so He responded to
you (saying): ‘I am going to support you with one thousand of

1777

the Angels, one following the other.

The Angels

Ibn Ishaq mentions that Rastilullah J.E4{le was in his canopy
when he fell asleep. When Rastilullah Jzs4&45 awoke, he said to
Abii Bakr Ledis:
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“Glad tidings to you Abti Bakr. Allah’s help has come to you, this
is Jibril ¥k holding the reign of the horse and there is dust on
his teeth.”

Allah &%= initially sent down one thousand Angels, then
three thousand and then five thousand to help the Muslim army.
A question may be asked, why did Allah (&% send down so
many Angels?

In a narration from Ibn ‘Abbas &edie; in Dalail Bayhaqi, it
mentions that Iblis had come with his army to help the polytheists
in the form of Suraqah ibn Malik. His army came in the form of
the people of Bant Madlaj. Therefore Allah &% 52 sent down,
Jibril S&lile, Mikail 3k, and Israfil Mk leading the army of
Angels.
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Another question maybe asked, wouldn’t one Angel be enough?
The answer has been given in Fath al-Bari. We must remember
that in this world, certain ways and laws must be abided. Allah
AS;%2 takes these into account and uses His power and displays
keeping these laws in mind, therefore an army of Angels was sent.

It is also mentioned in numerous narrations, that the Angels had
come on horses. In some narrations, it mentions they were ‘ablaq’
which means piebald, black and white.

Figure 29 - Location where it is said the Angels descended

Abii Usaid Sa‘adi £z4i; mentions, on that day of Badr, the Angels

had come down with yellow turbans and the ends were loose
between their shoulders. Others have mentioned that their

106|Page



Sirah of Muhammad 4 Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

turbans were black, and others said they were white. Imam Suyfiti
%% mentions that the actual colour was yellow, as the
narrations which mention they were black or white, are weak.

In a narration in Sahth Muslim, ibn ‘Abbas £2&iz; mentions that a
Muslim ran behind a polytheist. From above he heard the sound
of a whip and the sound of someone riding. He heard a voice
saying, ‘Go ahead Hayziim.” After that he laid eye on the polytheist
and found him lying on the floor. He could see a mark on his nose

and face as if someone had whipped him.

The Ansari came and informed Rasiilullah Jz5.&ie about the
incident. Rasiilullah 1. &4 said, ‘You have said the truth, and
this was help from the 3" Heaven.’
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The First Martyrs

Ibn Ishaq mentions that the first person to be martyred from the
Muslims on the day of Badr was Mih’ja“ £z4iss;, the freed slave of
‘Umar iz, He was killed by an arrow. Then Harithah ibn
Suraqah £ediz; was also martyred. He was drinking water when
an arrow pierced his throat.

Rasiilullah Jz4E4{le came out of his canopy and encouraged the
army saying, ‘I swear on the one in whose hand is Muhammad’s
life, a person will not get killed today, fighting with patience and
the intention of gaining reward, going forward, not turning his

=

back, except Allah J&5%=2 will enter him into Jannah.’

‘Umayr ibn al-Humam %z, at that time had some dates in his
hand and was busy eating them. As soon as these words touched
his ears, he said:

“Fine, Fine, verily there is nothing between me and my entering
Paradise, except to be killed by these men.”

He threw the dates from his hand, took his sword, and flung
himself into the battle until he was also martyred.

‘Auf ibn al-Harith 224, one of the sons of ‘Afra’ Gzdis; removed
his mail-coat, threw it away and fought until he was also
martyred.

108|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

Abfi Jahl’s Rally

After ‘Utbah, Shaybah and Al-walid were killed, Aba Jahl rallied
the Qurayshi troops. He said, ‘Don’t worry about ‘Utbah, Shaybah
and Al-Walid getting killed, these people hurried matters, I swear
by Al-Lat and Al-“Uzza’ that we won’t return until we have tied
them up with ropes.’

Abi Jahl then supplicated to Allah (&%=, and said, ‘Destroy the
one who cuts the ties of kinship and commits actions which aren’t
recognised. And whoever is most beloved and liked by You, give
him Your victory and help.’

On one side Aba Jahl was supplicating to Allah 1%\, and on
the other side Rasiilullah 4.4l was also beseeching his Lord.

Jibril ¥Ek then commanded Rasilulldh Jz5.&5{> to throw a
fistful of dust at the faces of the polytheists. According to other
narrations it was a handful of small pebbles. Rastilullah Jzs.fesfie
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knows what was in this dust. As soon
as it reached them, they started to run.
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Regarding this, Allah (5502 said:
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“And you did not throw when you threw but Allah did throw.”

This means that even though Rasiilullah Jz5.E4((% threw the dust,
it was Allah 155522 who made this dust reach the mouths, eyes,
and noses of those one thousand people in the Qurayshi army.

2 Stirah al-Anfal Verse 17
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s soon as the dust reached the polytheists, the whole army

descended into disarray. Every person was wondering

where and how they could escape from the battlefield.
Even the bravest of their soldiers started to fall and be taken
captive.

Umayyah ibn Khalaf was one of the greatest enemies of Rastilullah
J4 k8. Even before there was any thought of this battle, he
had already been told of his demise by Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh &ediz.
Umayyah had tried to make every excuse to not go to Badr, but
finally gave in due to the taunts of Abii Jahl.

Umayyah was now on the plains of Badr, and the eyes of Bilal
iz fell upon him. Umayyah had tortured Bilal zefiz; and
caused him much hardship. As soon as Bilal £24iz; saw him, he
called the Ansar.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf £e4iz; had been Umayyah'’s friend in the
days of ignorance, and he did not want Umayyah to get killed. He
would rather that he gets arrested and become a captive. Maybe
in this way Allah (&% may guide him and make it a means for
him to escape punishment.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf 24z, took hold of Umayyah and his son.
When the Ansar came towards them, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf
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iz kept hold of Umayyah and sent his son forward. The Ansar
fell upon his son, and he was no more.

The Ansar now started to run towards Umayyah. ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn ‘Auf 224z lay down on top of Umayyah, but even this did not
stop the Ansar who managed to get to him from beneath. Due to
this, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf 2z, sustained injuries on his feet
and the signs of these wounds stayed with him for a long time
after.

Umayyah ibn Khalaf, one of the greatest enemies of Islam had now
met his end as had been prophesized by Rasiilullah . &5
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n one narration, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf L2fiz; mentions

that he was standing in Badr when he saw two youngsters

from the Ansar on his right and left, therefore he felt anxious
in case someone saw him standing between two boys which might
leave him vulnerable.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf L2 was in that thought when one of
the youngsters said to him quietly, ‘Uncle show me who Abi Jahl
is, who is he?” ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf £2dis; said, ‘O nephew,
what are you going to do if you see him?” The boy said that he had
taken an oath with Allah J\&%\2 that if he sees him, he will put
an end to him. or he will die. He had heard that Aba Jahl had said
some very bad things about Rasilullah z5.Ee.

After hearing his words, the anxiousness that ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
‘Auf L2l had, that he was standing between two boys, went
away. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf £24is; pointed towards Abii Jahl.
The two boys then fell upon Abt Jahl and completed their task.

These two boys were the sons of ‘Afra’ Gediz;, Mu‘adh and
Mu‘awwidh &g

TIkrimah, the son of Aba Jahl, came to the aid of his father and
struck Mu‘adh £24i in such a way that one of his arms became
grievously injured that he could not use it again. Even in this
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condition, he carried on fighting. Mu‘adh £z, remained alive
until the Khilafah of ‘Uthman &z&is.

lkrimah egiss;, the son of Abii Jahl, would later on embrace Islam
and play an important part in many future expeditions.
Mu‘awwidh £24iss;, continued to fight after putting an end to Abi
Jahl until he was also martyred.

The Search for Abu Jahl

Abii Jahl had become mortally wounded, but there were still signs
of life in him. After the battle had finished, Rastlullah Js. el
asked if there was anyone who could bring news of Abii Jahl.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid 24 went out to look for him and found
that he was still alive. In one narration, it mentions that ‘Abdullah
ibn Mas‘lid 245 sat on his chest and Abii Jahl opened his eyes.
Abi Jahl said, ‘O goat herder, you are sat on a high place’,
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘id £e&is; replied, ‘All praise is to the One who
gave me the ability.’

Abt Jahl, then asked who won the battle. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad
iz said Allah 16582 and his Messenger Iz, AbiiJahl
then asked ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid £z&is; what was his intention.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid 224 replied, to put an end to him.

Abii Jahl told him to use his sword, as it was very sharp, and would
fulfil his wishes very quickly. He also told him to make sure his
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head was removed from near his shoulders so the people would
be able to see him. He finally asked ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td L&z

to send a message from him to Rasiilullah J5. &, His message
was to tell him that in his heart, the enmity and hatred he had for
him today, was even more then yesterday.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gd %efil; went to Rastlullah J&.&4fle and
gave him Abi Jahl’s message. Rasiilullah J&.&4{le recited the
Takbir and said that Abt Jahl was the Pharoah of their time. His
evil and corruption was even more then the evil and corruption
of the Pharaoh in the time of Miisa’ ®Zie. When that Pharaoh
died, at the time of his death he admitted the truth but this
Pharaoh, even at the time of his death, he mentioned words of
pride and disbelief. Rasiilullah Jz.E4{le then gave Abi Jahl's
sword to ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td &efiz;.
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‘Ukkashah %zdis; and the Sword

nother miracle of Rastlullah 4. &> on this day was

related to ‘Ukkashah iefi;. ‘Ukkashah i2fis fought

bravely on the day of Badr until his sword broke in his
hand.

He came to Rasilullah 54 &4 who gave him a wooden cudgel
and told ‘Ukkashah xzgis; to fight with this. When he took the
cudgel in his hand, it became a long gleaming sword. He fought
with this sword until the Muslims became victorious.

The sword was called ‘Al-‘Awn’. He continued to use this sword
until he was martyred.
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The Battle is Won
llah (&% brought victory to the Muslim army and the
Afighting stopped. Seventy people from the Quraysh had
fallen and a further seventy had been taken as captives.

It is narrated by Anas ibn Malik £edis; from Abii Talhah i
that on the day of Badr, Rastilullah Jz.&4{ie gave orders that the
bodies of twenty-four of the leaders of Quraysh who had fallen on
this day be thrown into a well. Umayyah ibn Khalaf’s body had
swelled in his armour, so when they went to move him, his body
disintegrated. He was left in his place whilst earth and stones
were piled upon him.

The name of this well where the Qurayshi leaders were buried was
called ‘Al-Qalib’. The rest of the fallen were put elsewhere.
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Ibn Shihab £24is; said “These were the battles of Rasiilullah
ki, Rastlullah 5.5l said, while the fallen were
being thrown into the well, ‘Have you found what your Lord had
promised true?’. Some of the Companions #£4i; said, ‘O
Rastlullah Jz54€4i, you are calling dead people.” Rastlullah
A5 kd{e said “You do not hear what I am saying, better than

they.”

Figure 30 - The well of Al-Qalib

» Sahih al-Bukhari 4026
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The Names of the Martyrs of Gazwah Badr

A total of fourteen Companions #24i; of Rasilullah oo
were martyred. If you go to Badr today, there is a large plaque
which contains the names of the Martyrs. The first six were from
the Muhajirtin, and the remaining were from the Ansar.

Figure 31 - Plaque at Badr listing the Martyrs of Badr
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The Names of these illustrious Companions #e&is; were:

Name Muhajir/Ansar

‘Umayr ibn Abii Waqqas £edi; Muhajir
Safwan ibn Wahab 224 Muhajir
Dhu as-Shamalayn ibn ‘Abd ‘Amr £ediz; | Muhajir
Mihja“ ibn Salih 228l Muhajir
‘Aqil ibn al-Bukayr ié;}@ Muhajir
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Harith £z Muhajir
Yazid ibn al-Harith i:p\’_;@ Muhajir
Sa‘ad ibn Khaythamah sz Ansar
Mubash-shir ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhlr e | Ansar
Harithah ibn Suraqah &edis Ansar
Rafi‘ ibn al-Mu‘alla £edis; Ansar
‘Umayr ibn al-Humam 224G Ansar
Mu‘awwidh ibn al-Harith Ansar
‘Awf ibn al-Harith Ansar
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Summary of Gazwah Badr al-Kubra’
Battle Number ‘ 5
Name of the Battle ‘ Badr al-Kubra’
Date of the Battle ‘ 2 AH 17" Ramadan
Reason for Expedition Intercept Qurayshi caravan
|

which was headed to Makkah
Badr
Representative of Rastlullah Abii Lubabah &8s

Location

@

A5 E4{% in charge of affairs
in Madinah
Standard Bearer for theJ Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr &8ss

Muslim Army o
Leader of the enemy forces Abii Jahl
Number of Muslims ‘ Approx. 314

Number of enemy forces or 950-1000
information about them

19 Days

Jaedie spent outside of

Madinah for Expedition

Number of nights Rastlullah

Type of Battle Interception then battle

S 0o ital - Stirah al-Anfal & some verses
relation to Expedition from Strah Al-Imran

Outcome of Battle Total victory for Muslims
Enemy: 70 killed & 70 captured
Muslims: 14 martyred
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The Well

henever Rasiilullah J4Ed{le was victorious after a

battle, he would spend three nights at that place. As

per his habit, when the third day came, Rastlullah
Jaseifle ordered his she-camel be saddled. He left Badr and the
Companions &4z, followed him.

The Companions %24z, thought that Rastlullah fo.fe{ie must

have left due to some important reason. They proceeded until
Rasilullah J&.5{e stopped by the well where the polytheists of

the Quraysh had been buried. Rasilullah J%.Edfle then
addressed the fallen leaders, name by name.




Sirah of Muhammad 4 Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

e 20X o< 0 IO 0 O 2OC ]
O G2 O B3 o 35 s &

-
2 }/T

J)igj 0 2% 2| \.,_af

“0 so-and-so, son of so-and-so and O so-and-so, son of so-and so!
Would it have pleased you if you had obeyed Allah and His
Messenger?

We have found true what our Lord promised us.

Have you too found true what your Lord promised you?”

** Sahih al-Bukhari 3976
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astlullah J&.&5{le ordered that the spoils which had
been collected in the battle be gathered. The Companions
#efizs, disagreed on how the spoils should be distributed.

The Companions #z&is; who had collected the spoils made a claim
to it. The Companions #z&is; who had fought in the battle and
laid chase to the Quraysh also claimed it saying, had it not been
for them, they would not have got any spoils. This Companions
#zfizs who had been guarding Rastlullah .4 also laid
claim to it. They said that they had wanted to fight but were
guarding Rasiilullah J5.E4fle in case the enemy would attack

him.
Allah 1&5%222 sent down the following Revelation regarding this:
U5 s QS g5 S Qﬁ %1_@
?5:“: Sl \)ZLD 1 2k

2
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“They ask you about the spoils. Say, “The spoils are for Allah and
the Messenger.” So, fear Allah, and set your relations right, and
obey Allah and His Messenger, if you are believers.”

» Stirah al-Anfal Verse 1
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astlullah J&.&4{e sent a Messenger to Madinah to

inform the Muslims of the great victory. For the people

living in the upper part, he sent ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah

iz and to those living in the lower part, he sent Zayd ibn
Harithah 24z,

Usamah ibn Zayd 224is; mentions that the good news reached the
Muslims at the same time they were burying the daughter of
Rastlullah Jz5.845{>, Ruqayyah Gedis;. Ruqayyah Gegis had
been married to ‘Uthman #£edie; and he had been given
permission by Rastilullah 4%.E4{e to stay in Madinah and look
after his wife, so he was not present in Badr.

Even though ‘Uthman 2z, had not been present at the actual
battle, he is still counted as one of the people of Badr, as Rastlullah
12544 had ordered him to remain behind.

Usamah Zedi; says that he saw Zayd £edis; was being crowded by
the people and Zayd iedis; was standing on the Musallah
informing the people of the names of the Qurayshi leaders who
had fallen, like “Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah, Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah and Abt
Jahl etc.

Usamah £2f; asked his father if the news was true and Zaid
%285 took an oath of Allah (&% and confirmed that it was.
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Rasilullah J54E4fe makes his way to Madinah

After Rastlullah Jz5.€5{i> had sent ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah zegi
and Zayd ibn Harithah £2&is5 to Madinah, he set off with the rest
of the army. The captives were also taken with them. They
included ‘Ugbah ibn Abi Mu‘ayt and Al-Nadr ibn al-Harith. The
spoils of war had been put under the supervision of ‘Abdullah ibn
Ka‘ab Ansari 2.

When Rasiilullah 444> reached Al-Safra’ he divided the spoils
equally between the Muslims, ensuring all the Companions #zdiz;
were satisfied.

When they reached Al-Rawha, they met some Muslims who
congratulated them on their victory.  If you go to Al-Rawha
today, there is a Masjid which shows where Rasilullah 1z.Edie
was supposed to have prayed.

Figure 32 - Al-Rawha
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The Other Shares

There were also eight other people who were given a share of the
spoils but were not present in the battle, as Rasiilullah .o
had either given them permission or commanded them to remain
behind in Madinah.

NV TLEN Bl WINiEV RSl He had remained behind to look
after his wife, Rugayyah Gzdiss;, the
daughter of Rasiilullah Az ke,
She was ill and passed away before
Rasiilullah J5.45{(o returned from
Badr

JE1IET BB MREVLBIEIN These two Companions &egliz; had

8> 5%

kel been sent to find out information
Sa‘id ibn Zayd &edis; about the caravan of Abii Sufyan
Abii Lubabah z24iz; He had been sent back to Madinah
to oversee matters there in the
absence of Rasiilullah Jo.E4{e

‘Asim ibn ‘Adiy Lediz; He had been left in “Aliya
I3EVU BLJNSELs RSl He had been told to return back to
the Bant ‘Amr ibn ‘Awf for some

reason

Harith ibn Sama &e&is;

Khawat ibn Jubayr £edis;
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The Captives arrive in Madinah
astilullah Jz5.€4{i> arrived in Madinah one day before the
captives. When the captives arrived, Rastilullah d. &4
shared them out amongst the Companions #c&iss. The
captives had to be looked after and Rasiilullah J&.E&(> told the
Companions &4z, to be good to them and treat them kindly.

Abii ‘Aziz ibn “‘Umayr was one of the captives. He was the brother
of Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr &edis;. When he was being bound by one of
the Ansar, Mus‘ab iz, passed by and told the Ansarito bind him
fast, for his mother was a wealthy woman and maybe she would

redeem him.

Abli ‘Aziz ibn “Umayr mentions that
whichever Ansari house he was at, in the A
morning and evening, whatever little sl
food they cooked, they would give it to
him and eat dates themselves. He used
to get embarrassed and insisted that
they eat the food, but they did not listen
and said that Rastlullah J5.Esfie had
given them orders to be good to the captives.
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few days after reaching Madinah, Rastlullah dZ. k(e

called the Companions #z&is; to decide what to do with

the captives. ‘Umar 2, said that their affair should be
settled once and for all. Rastlullah JZ5.E45{i did not prefer this
opinion.

Abii Bakr £edi; gave his opinion, that they should be released
upon payment of a ransom. He said that it could be that Allah
J&5%e guides them and then these people will later become
their helpers against the disbelievers. Rasiilullah J&.esfie
preferred this opinion.

The ransom was set between 1,000 and 4,000 dirhams depending
on the status of the captive. Those captives who were poor and
didn’t have the means to pay were set free and those captives who
knew how to write, were given the condition that they teach ten
Muslim children, and then they could also be freed. Zayd ibn
Thabit 2240z learnt how to write in this manner.

Among the captives was Abli ‘Uzza - ‘Amr ibn ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Uthman. He did not have the means to pay his ransom, so he
presented himself to Rastilullah J5.4fle and asked for mercy.
Rasilullah 4544l ordered that he be freed without having to
pay the ransom.
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There was one condition attached to his freedom which was to
not help anyone against the Muslims. AbT ‘Uzza accepted
these terms and was freed. He spoke some poetry in

praise of Rastlullah iz &> and left, however he

did not embrace Islam. On the day of the battle of

Uhud he died in the state of disbelief.

In the same manner, Muttalib ibn Hantab and Sayfi ibn Aba
Rifa‘ah were also freed without having to pay a ransom.
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News of Defeat reaches Makkah

he first person to reach Makkah with news of the Qurayshi

defeat was Al-Jaysuman ibn ‘Abdullah al-Khuza. The

people asked him to tell them about the battle. He told
them that ‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah, Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah, Abt al-Hakm
ibn Hisham (Abt Jahl), Umayyah ibn Khalaf, Zama‘ah ibn al-
Aswad, Nubay and Munabbah, the sons of Al-Hajjaj, and Abi al-
Bakhtari ibn Hisham had all been killed.

Safwan ibn Umayyah at that time was sitting in the Hatim. He said,
‘I cannot understand this, maybe this person has gone mad?’. In
order to confirm whether Al-Jaysuman had not gone mad, he told
the people to ask him, where is Safwan? When they asked Al-
Jaysuman he said, ‘This is Safwan ibn Umayyah who is sitting in
the Hatim and I have seen his father and brother get killed with

my own eyes.’
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The Household of ‘Abbas &2

Abii Rafi¢ 24, the freed slave of Rastilullah J25:24 mentions
that he used to be a slave of ‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib 2z4is; and
Islam had entered into their home. He had embraced Islam as well
as ‘Abbas iz, and his wife Umm al-Fadl Gzdis; . ‘Abbas Ledis;
had kept his faith hidden in case the people would dislike him if
they found out. ‘Abbas £edis; also had a lot of his wealth spread
out amongst the people.

Abii Lahab, the brother of ‘Abbas £ediz; and uncle of Rasiilullah
Jz5:&4{ie had not taken part in the battle of Badr. He had sent
Al-‘As ibn Hisham ibn al-Mughayrah in his place. When news of
the Qurayshi defeat came to Makkah, Allah 1\&5%s2 humiliated
Abii Lahab.

Abii Rafi¢ £24iz; mentions that he was a weak man and was sat
sharpening the arrows he used to make in the tent of Zamzam.
Umm al-Fadl Gzdizs; was also sat there with him. Abii Lahab came

and sat at the end of the tent with his back towards
him. The people saw Abi Sufyan ibn al-Harith

arriving who was a cousin of Rastlullah
Jzs44 . Tbn Hisham mentions his name
was Al-Mughayrah.
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Abii Lahab called Abli Sufyan ibn al-Harith and made him sit by
him. He then asked him about what happened in Badr. Aba Sufyan
ibn al-Harith informed him what had happened there and said
they had met white men on piebald horses between the heavens
and the earth. They did not spare anyone, and no one could stand
against them. After hearing this, Abli Rafi £edis lifted the rope
of the tent and said, ‘Those by Allah were Angels.’

Upon hearing this, AbQi Lahab got angry and struck Aba Rafi
iz on the face. An altercation followed in which Abii Lahab
overpowered Abii Rafi 24z and continued to hit him until Umm
al-Fadl @efiiz; took one of the supports of the tent and struck Abi
Lahab on his head causing him a nasty wound. She then told Aba
Lahab that he was only doing this because the master of Aba Rafic
iz, (‘Abbas £24iz5) was not present. Abi Lahab then turned
and left humiliated.
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ot even a week passed by after this incident when Aba
Lahab developed pustules (bulging patches of skin full of
pus) from which he died.

After he died, his body was left where it was, as no one wanted to
go near it, not even his own children. According to some reports,
days later his sons ordered a pit to be dug and his corpse was
pushed into it with sticks.

Other reports mention a man came to Abli Lahab’s sons, telling
them that it was disgraceful that their father’s body was left as it
was. They replied that they were scared of the ulcers (in case they
catch them) so the man offered to
go with them. They did not even
bathe Abii Lahab’s body, but just
threw water over it from a
distance.

The body was then taken to the
high ground above Makkah and
put against a wall. The corpse
was then covered with stones.
This was the sad demise of Abai
Lahab, the uncle of Rasalullah

12544l who was also one of his greatest enemies.
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Surah Lahab
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“Perish the two hands of Abii Lahab and perish he!
Neither his wealth benefited him, nor what he earned.
He will soon enter a fire, full of flames. And his wife as well, the
wicked carrier of firewood. Around her neck, there is (a collar of
iron, like) a well-twisted rope.”

The two things which Abt Lahab used to boast about, were his
wealth and his earnings. One meaning of earnings is children.
When the time arrived for his death, both of these were of no use
to him. Allah (&% had already sent down Revelation, that
Abii Lahab and his wife would not accept Islam. That his wealth
and earnings would not avail him. This is proof that the Qur’an
only speaks the truth.

How many people at that time embraced Islam? Many people who
were open enemies in the beginning, became firm believers later
on, but this couple were named by Allah (&%<Z in His
Revelation that they would not embrace, and this was proven
true.

% Stirah Lahab
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The Ransoming of the Captives

he devastating news of defeat had reached the people in
Makkah and they started to mourn. The mourning lasted

for an entire month.

An announcement was then made that people should no longer
mourn because if news of this reaches Rastilullah J4E4= and
his Companions #z4i;, it will make them very happy. Also, no
one was to ransom the captives in case Rasilullah J&afedfie

increases their price.

Even though this announcement was made, Muttalib ibn Aba
Wada‘ah took 4,000 dirhams and left for Madinah to free his father
Abii Wada‘ah, who was one of the captives.

Rasilullah Jz.E4{le had mentioned that AbG Wada‘ah had a son
in Makkah who was not only rich but also very shrewd and he
would come to free his father. As per the words of
Rastlullah .%o, Muttalib sneaked out of A
Makkah at night-time and made his way to RN

Madinah. Upon reaching Madinah, he paid
the ransom for his father Abti Wada‘ah, who
was then released. They both then
returned to Makkah.

After this, other people also now started to ransom their captives.

136|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

Suhayl ibn ‘Amr

Amongst the captives was Suhayl ibn ‘Amr. He was a man of great
intelligence and eloquence who used to satirize Rasiilullah
Jcs ke in gatherings.

‘Umar %4 asked Rastilullah [ &4 if he could remove two
of Suhayls front teeth to make sure that he could never speak out
against Rasiilullah 4544l ever again. Rastlullah 5.E4(e did
not give him permission do so. He also said that it could be that
Allah 1G58 shows the Muslims some benefit from Suhayl ibn

‘Amr.

It just so happened that Suhayl ibn ‘Amr was involved in the
treaty of Al-Hudaybiyah representing the Quraysh. He then came
into the fold of Islam after the conquest of Makkah.

Mikraz ibn Hafs ibn al-Akhyaf had come from Makkah to settle the
ransom of Suhayl ibn ‘Amr. When the terms were agreed with the
Muslims, Mikraz requested that he be kept in place of Suhayl,
whilst the ransom was arranged.
The Muslims agreed to this, and
Suhayl went back to Makkah.
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‘Amr ibn Abi Sufyan

Another captive was ‘Amr, the son of the Qurayshi leader Abt
Sufyan. When Abii Sufyan was told to ransom his son, he made an
excuse saying it could be that he pays the ransom and ‘Amr is
killed. One of his sons, Hanzalah had already been killed and then
he would also have to pay a ransom for ‘Amr. Abii Sufyan refused
to pay it and said that they could hold ‘Amr captive for as long as
they wanted.

Whilst ‘Amr ibn Abl Sufyan was imprisoned in Madinah, Sa‘ad ibn
an-Nu‘man izl left Madinah to go to Makkah to perform
‘Umrah. He had no fear of anything happening to him and did not
realise that he would be imprisoned in Makkah.

The Quraysh would always
treat everyone who had
come for Hajj or ‘Umrah in
a good manner, however
Abu Sufyan took Sa‘ad ibn
an-Nu‘man #&lis; as a

prisoner.

The Banii ‘Amr ibn Auf came to Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{e and asked if
he could release ‘Amr ibn Abi Sufyan so they could exchange him
for Sa‘ad £effz;. Rastlullah Jz. 8l gave permission for ‘Amr
to be freed. ‘Amr then went to Makkah and Sa‘ad #z4is; was then
allowed to leave and go back to Madinah.
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ne of the other captives was ‘Abbas 2, the uncle of

Rasiilullah 755464, He had been taken captive by Ka‘ab

ibn ‘Amr 2e4is;. ‘Abbas Lediz; was a strong man with a
large build, whilst Ka‘ab xe&is; was short of height and not as
strong. Rasiilullah J5.E4{le asked him, how did he manage to
capture ‘Abbas efiz?

Ka‘ab 2l said that a man came and helped him, who he had
never seen before, and never seen again since. He described him
to Rasiilullah 755.€5{ who informed him that it was an Angel
who had come to his aid.

‘Abbas Ledis; found being a captive quite severe on him and
Rasiilullah 25642 listened to his displeasure. When the Ansar
found out, they opened his chains and made a request to
Rasiilullah J5.E4{ that if he gives permission, they will cancel
the ransom for ‘Abbas .

Rasiilullah JzaEdiiereplied:
Loy ae (9,35 Y anly
“By Allah, do not even leave one dirham from him.”

Rasiilullah Jz5.E4 (e told ‘Abbas il to ransom himself and his
two nephews, ‘Aqil ibn Abi Talib and Naufal ibn al-Harith. Both
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were also the paternal cousins of Rasiilullah Jo.Ei{ie. He also
told ‘Abbas 424z to ransom his ally, ‘Utba ibn ‘Amr. The reason

for this was that ‘Abbas 24z was a wealthy man.

‘Abbas sediz; told Rastlullah Jz5.E45{i> that he was a Muslim and
he had been forced to go to the battle. Rasiilullah J&asfie
replied that Allah (55582 knows best about his Islam and if what
he says is true, he will be rewarded accordingly by Allah Q&%
He had come up against the Muslims, so he would have to pay the

ransom to be freed.

Rasilullah JoaEdie
had borrowed twenty
Ugiyyah (old unit of
measure equaling
forty dirhams) of gold

off ‘Abbas 18l so he

asked if these could be
used as credit for his ransom. Rasilullah J&.&5{e said it could
not be used. ‘Abbas L&dii; then expressed his inability to pay.

Rasiilullah Jo54E4{(e said to ‘Abbas Ledis;, ‘Is that so, what about

the wealth you and your wife Umm al- Fadl buried?” In another
narration, the wealth had been left with Umm al-Fadl in Makkah.

As soon as he heard this, ‘Abbas Lzl was lost for words. He

replied, ‘Indeed I bear witness that you are definitely the
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Messenger of Allah, apart from me and Umm al-Fadl, no one had
knowledge of this wealth’.

The ransom for ‘Abbas 24, was set to 100 Ugiyyah and for ‘Aqil
ibn Abt Talib, 80 Ugiyyah. One Ugiyyah is 40 dirhams, so it was
4,000 dirhams for ‘Abbas &4 and 3,200 dirhams for ‘Aqil ibn

Abii Talib. ”

The highest ransom from all of the captives was set for ‘Abbas
ez, ‘Abbas Lediy; said, ‘Have you set it high because of my

kinship to you’. Logic would say, because he was the uncle of
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4i2, his ransom would be less.

Allah 1G5 then revealed the following verse:

. 5‘)’ /’/ P = /7;,’4 P 2 7; * /w a 5 5‘0 /3;’7/
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“O Prophet, say to the prisoners in your hands, ‘If Allah knows
any goodness in your hearts, He will give you something better
than what has been taken from you, and will forgive you. Allah is
Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful.” (70)

7 Stirah al-Anfal Verse 70
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After this ‘Abbas 22dis; used to say, ‘If only even more ransom
money was taken from me. Whatever, Allah (%2 took off me
in terms of ransom, He has given me more and better. In return
for the one hundred Uqiyyah, He has given me one hundred
slaves, each of which is a trader. Allah (&%= has fulfilled this
promise in this world. The second promise of forgiveness, I am

hopeful of it.’
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bii al-“As ibn al-As ibn Rab1‘ was married to Zaynab e,

the eldest daughter of Rastilullah 4.4l and Khadijah

Gediz;, hence he was the son in law of Rasiilullah
Js4deif{ie. He was also captured during the battle of Badr.

Abii al-‘As was also the son of the sister of Khadijah ¢z&is;, so he
was her nephew and she used to treat him like her own son.
Before the advent of Islam, she had told Rasilullah Jafesfie
herself to get Zaynab Gediz; married to him. Aba al-‘As was a
wealthy and trustworthy merchant.

After Prophethood, Khadijah @e&is; and all of her daughters
embraced Islam but Abh al-‘As did not. The Quraysh tried to
pressurize Abl al-‘As into divorcing Zaynab @iz in the same
way Abu Lahab’s two sons had divorced the two daughters of
Rastlullah J&.&4fle, Umme Kulthim &gl and Ruqayyah
@ediz5. They offered to get him married to whomever he wanted,
however, he refused to do so and clearly said that he did not desire
any woman in the world in comparison to Zaynab Gefiz;.

When the Qurayshi army left for Badr, Abt al-‘As also left with
them. He was captured by the Muslims during the battle and as
per the other captives, he was to be released upon payment of a

ransom.
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As part of the ransom for her husband, Zaynab Gzdiss sent a
necklace which had been given to her on her wedding by her
mother, Khadijah Gz&is; along with some money.

When Rastlullah Jg.Ed{le saw the necklace, he asked the
Companions #&fis, that if they thought it was correct, the
necklace should be returned, and the captive should be freed.

The necklace was returned and Abi al-‘As was also released.
Rasilullah Jz5.€4{l> however made him promise that when he

returns to Makkah, he would send Zaynab zdis; to Madinah.
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Zaynab Gz,
Upon reaching Makkah, Abu al-‘As kept his promise and sent
Zaynab @zdiz; on her way to Madinah, with his brother Kinanah
ibn al-Rabi‘. Kinanah made Zaynab Gzdis; sit in a howdah (a
carriage put on top of a camel), took his bow in hand, and left in
broad daylight.

The Quraysh found it very hard to take, that the daughter of
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{e has left Makkah in front of everyone so Abil
Sufyan and some others set off in pursuit. They reached an area
called Dhii Tuwa outside of Makkah where they managed to
intercept Zaynab Gz4i; and Kinanah.

Habbar ibn al-Aswad was the first to come across them. He
stopped the camel on which Zaynab gzdiz; was travelling and
frightened her with his lance. At the time Zaynab Gefiz; was
pregnant. As a result of this incident, she lost her baby.

Kinanah took his bow in his hand and warned if anyone
approached them, he would put an arrow through them. The
Quraysh then fell back.

Abii Sufyan and some of the other Quraysh told Kinanah to stand
down so they could discuss matters with him. They said they had
no need to stop the daughter of Muhammad .4l but by
leaving like this in front of everyone, it was a matter of disgrace
for them.
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They advised Kinanah, it would be best if they returned to Makkah
so people could say they had brought her back. Later, they could
leave secretly at night for Madinah.

Kinanah accepted this offer and returned to Makkah with Zaynab
Gediz;. After 2 or 3 nights, they left secretly at night and headed
for Madinah.

Rastilullah J&5.E4e awaits his Daughter

Rastlullah Jz5.&4flc had sent Zayd ibn Harithah el and
another Ansari to wait for Zaynab @iz in the valley of Yajaj,
which was about 8 miles from Makkah. They had been given
instructions to wait there until she comes and then bring her back
to Madinah.

They reached the valley and met Kinanah ibn Rab‘i. He left
Zaynab Gz, with them and went back to Makkah. She reached
the blessed city of Madinah one month after the battle of Badr.

The eldest child of Rastilullah Jz5.&5{>was now finally reunited
with her father. The daughter of Rastlullah J&.&4{ie, Zaynab
el started to live with her father whilst her husband Abi al-
‘As remained in Makkah.
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The Caravan of Aba al-‘As

few years later, before the conquest of Makkah, Abi al-
‘As left for Sham on a trade trip. As he was trusted by the
Quraysh, many of them had sent their trade goods with

him.

On the way back from Sham, Aba al-‘As was met by a group of
Muslims who confiscated all his goods and wealth. Abu al-‘As
managed to escape and sneaked into Madinah. He arrived at the
house of Zaynab Gzgiz; and asked for protection.

When Rasiilullah JZ5.€4{ie came to read Fajr Salah, Zaynab
@ediz; called out from the ladies’ quarters and said that she had
given Abi al-‘As protection.

When Rastilullah 4544w finished his Salah, he turned to the
people and asked if they had heard what he had heard. The people
said yes. Rasiilullah J55.€5{(> said, ‘T swear by the One in whose
hand my life is in, I had no knowledge of anything, until I heard
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what you all just heard.” He then told them that any Muslims, no
matter what status they have, are able to offer protection.

Rastlullah Jo5.E4d{l> then went to see his daughter Zaynab
@iz, He told her to look after Abii al-‘As but told her not to have
relations with him as this would not be permissible. She was a

Muslim, and he was still a non-believer.

The Returning of the Spoils
Rastlullah Jz5.k4flc asked the Companions #2fis; who had
confiscated the goods of Abui al-‘As, if they could be returned to
him. He told the Companions #zdis that they knew the
relationship between Abii al-‘As and his family and if they thought
it well, to return his goods. Otherwise, it was a gift from Allah
JG55%\e2 which He had given to them, and they were the rightful
(owners) of it.

As soon as the Companions #zfiz; heard this request from
Rasilullah  Jo.Edfle,  they
brought back all the goods of Abi
al-‘As which they had taken. One
person would bring a bucket,
another would bring a rope, one
would bring a jug and another a

piece of skin. One by one, all of
his wealth was returned to him.
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Abu al-‘As took all the goods and returned to Makkah. He returned
all the wealth back to their respective owners. Any money which
they had given him was also returned. Once all of the wealth had
been given back, he said:

oda-l Jbs e csmte aY B b 25 das |
LS by namy 8 L 4l Dy Y 18
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“O people of Quraysh, is there any of your wealth that I have not
returned?” They said “No, may Allah reward you, we have found
you as one who fulfils his promises and noble.”

He then said, “I bear witness that there is no god but Allah and
indeed Muhammad 725,64\ is His slave and Messenger. By
Allah, nothing stopped me from Islam except the people would
think I had embraced Islam to take your wealth. When Allah
A8\ returned your wealth to you and I have fulfilled my
responsibility, then I embraced Islam.”
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Abil al-‘As 240z then went to Madinah and Rastilullah .

gave his daughter Zaynab Gz, back to him as his wife.

There are different opinions as to whether they had to perform
Nikah again or not. According to the scholars from the Hanafi
school of thought, a new Nikah took place between them,
otherwise Rastlullah &l would not have told Zaynab
Gedlz; that she was not permissible for him when Abidi al-‘As
iedis; came to her house seeking refuge.
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ahb ibn ‘Umayr was the son of ‘Umayr ibn Wahb, a

staunch enemy of Islam. ‘Umayr had caused a lot of

problems for Rasilullah Joakdfle and  his
Companions #=4z; when they used to live in Makkah. Wahb had
been captured in the battle of Badr.

One day ‘Umayr ibn Wahb and Safwan ibn Umayyah were sitting
in the Hatim when Safwan started remembering those people who
had fallen in the battle of Badr saying that life had no enjoyment
anymore. ‘Umayr agreed with him and said if he did not have the
responsibility of his children and debt, then he would go now and
put an end to Muhammad Az E4{ie.

Upon hearing this, Safwan got happy and said, ‘I will take on the
responsibility of your children and your debt.” This matter was
kept secret between them.

According to some reports, ‘Umayr called for his sword and
sharpened it. He then smeared poison over it and proceeded to
Madinah. Other reports say that Safwan gave him the sword.

plan and stopped his camel outside the door of \5\

Al-Masjid al- Nabawi. ‘Umar #z8ls; caught sight of %
- N
P

\a
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and immediately realised that his intentions were not good.
‘Umar ez, caught hold of him and brought him in front of
Rasilullah JzaEdie.

Rastlullah Jz5.E4iie told ‘Umar 2egis to let him go and asked
‘Umayr what he wanted. ‘Umayr sa1d that he had come to get his
captive freed. Rasiilullah dz4E4{le then told him to tell the truth,
was that really the reason he had come? Rasilullah Jl&.kife
then asked him what was agreed between him and Safwan when
they were sat in the Hatim?

‘Umayr got worried and asked Rasiilullah
Jz4k8e, what did they agree?
Rasilullah J&.E{e told him
that he had taken responsibility for

killing him on the condition that
Safwan takes care of his debt and
children.

‘Umayr then said, ‘I bear witness that indeed you are the
Messenger of Allah, apart from myself and Safwan, no one had
knowledge of this incident. Allah Q&%
hence I have brought faith upon Allah and his Messenger.’

e informed you of this,

Rastlullah Jz5.%4i> then called the Companions #24iz; and told
them to teach their brother matters of religion, read the Qur’an
to him, and release his captive. As soon as this was said, the
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captive, his son Wahb, was released.

‘Umayr 4, then said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I had made a lot
of effort to put out the light of Allah 1%\ and those people
who had accepted Allah’s religion, 1 caused them all sorts of
problems. Now give me permission, that I can go to Makkah and
invite people towards Allah and Islam. Maybe Allah 1552 will
guide them and I can pester the enemies of Allah (&% in the

way I used to pester the friends of Allah 1\&%\227 Rastlullah

A5a0ei> gave him permission.

‘Umayr il then left Madinah. Meanwhile Safwan was going

around telling people in Makkah that in a few days he will give
them such good news that they will forget the grief of Badr. He

kept on enquiring about ‘Umayr &4z until he found out that

‘Umayr 24z, had accepted Islam.
Upon hearing this news,
Safwan became very angry
and made an oath that he
would never talk to ‘Umayr

%24%z or do any service for

him ever again.

‘Umayr 4e4is; reached Makkah and got busy in inviting people

towards Islam. Many people embraced Islam due to his efforts and
he caused many problems for those who were opposed to it.
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he trade route between Makkah and Sham passed by

Madinah, which was the new home of the Muslims. The

Qurayshi trade caravans would go back and forth,
ensuring Makkah had its essential supplies.

One such caravan had travelled from Makkah under Abta Sufyan.
When Rasilullah 154E4le found out about this caravan, he
gathered his Companions #24iz;. They decided they would try
and intercept this caravan which was coming back to Makkah

laden with goods.

Abii Sufyan found out about the plan of Rastlullah Jz5.E4{> and
quickly dispatched a messenger to Makkah, to inform the Quraysh
to come to the aid of their caravan. The Quraysh received the
message, prepared a large army 1,000 strong and marched
towards their caravan.

On one hand the Muslims and the caravan were travelling south
and on the other, the Qurayshi army was heading north. Aba
Sufyan managed to manoeuvre his caravan away from the
Muslims. The Quraysh were informed of this, but they continued

to travel north.

When the Muslims found out about the Qurayshi army, Rastilullah
J: 5l consulted his Companions #:4fz;. They decided to
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proceed and confront the army. Even though they had not
prepared for a conflict and were vastly outnumbered, the sincere
faith of the Companions #z&die; would make them follow
Rastlullah Jz5.E4{l> wherever he would go.

A canopy was prepared for Rasiilullah J5.4{le from where he
could see the battlefield. He supplicated to Allah (&%= and
asked for His assistance.

The initial duels were won by the Muslims and the battle ended in
complete victory for Rastlullah JzE4{l> and the Companions
#efie,.  Allah 1S5 answered the prayers of Rasilullah

Ikl and sent down Angels to help them and keep the
religion of Islam alive.

For the Quraysh, what had started out to be a mission to protect
their caravan from a small group of ill-equipped Muslims, ended
up in a total defeat. The Quraysh returned to Makkah without
many of its leaders who had fallen that day, including Aba Jahl,
Umayyah ibn Khalaf, ‘Utbah and Shaybah ibn Rabiah. Many more
had sustained injuries.

Seventy of the Quraysh had perished in the battle and a further
seventy had been taken captive. Amongst the captives were many
prominent members of the Quraysh and also members of the
family of Rasilullah 454E4le including his uncle ‘Abbas zefis;,

155|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 7 - The Battle of Badr

P

and his son in law, Abu al-As Z24%s; who was married to Zaynab

T

As per his normal practice, Rasilullah JZ5.E4{> spent three days
in Badr after the victory and then returned to Madinah. He
stopped at the well of Qalib where the corpses of the Qurayshi
leaders had been thrown and addressed them, name by name.

News of the Muslim victory reached Madinah at the same time as
Ruqayyah Gegis, the daughter of Rastlullah Jzsfesdifie was
getting buried. Her husband ‘Uthman iz had been given
permission by Rasiilullah 4544w to remain in Madinah to look
after his wife so he was not present at the battle. However, all
those who had been ordered to remain behind by Rasilullah
Jz544 e were counted as those who had been present at Badr.

The spoils of war were shared out amongst the Companions
#efizs as well as the captives. Rastlullah .84l had given
them instructions to take good care of the captives. The
Companions iz, would feed the captives even before they used
to eat themselves.

It was decided that the captives would be ransomed, and the
highest ransom was set for ‘Abbas £z&is;, even though he had
professed his Islam. The captives who were poor and could not
afford the ransom were freed. The captives who were literate
were freed on the condition of teaching the Muslim children how
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toread and write. If any of the people who had come from Makkah
to ransom their relatives embraced Islam, their captive was also
freed. The Quraysh had decided that no one should go and pay
the ransom, however some of them started to make their way to
Madinah to free their captives.

Abii Lahab, the uncle of Rastlullah Jz5.&4{i and staunch enemy
of Islam, was not present at Badr. A week after news of the defeat
reached Makkah, he died from pustules. His body was put against

a wall and covered in stones.

Zaynab Gzdiz; sent the ransom to free her husband, Abi al-As.
Part of the ransom was a necklace she had been given by her
mother Khadijah @&z, Upon seeing this necklace, Rasiilullah
J4 ke returned the ransom and freed Abd al-As on the
condition that he sends his daughter Zaynab Gzdis; to Makkah.
Abu al-As returned to Makkah and kept his promise.

Zaynab Ge&iss; was sent on her way to Madinah with Kinanah, the
brother of Abii al-As. The Quraysh did not like the fact that she
had left in broad daylight so pursued her. When they caught up
with her, they frightened her causing her to lose the child she was
carrying. The Quraysh agreed to let her go if she came back to
Makkah and then left after a few days. In this manner, she arrived
in Madinah, one month after the Battle of Badr. Abii al-‘As 224
eventually became Muslim before the conquest of Makkah.
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sirah of Muhammad & - A new series of books detailing the complete life of
Rasilullah J=5.525 (. The first Islamic society had now been established in
Madinah. Al-Masjid al-Nabawi had been built and Rastlullah 5.5 formed
a bond of brotherhood between the Muhijiriin and Ansar. The seventh volume
discusses how the Commandments now increased and how the first battle in
Islam took place, “The Battle of Badr.’

“I had a cursory glance at these hooklets and felt that this bitesize mode of
presenting the Sirah is beneficial for young people. Masjids and schools can
use these resources to teach the Sirah. One of the unique aspects of these
booklets is that they feature diagrams, maps, photos, charts, and tables, which

makes it easier for readers and learners to digest the information.

We live in challenging times, and it is very important to instil the love of our
beloved Prophet ol within the hearts and minds of people. It has
become all the more important in this digital and fast-moving age to develop
educational initiatives that are underpinned with making our beloved Prophet
i@l the role model. An important step to achieving this is to learn about

the life of the Prophet J=5.28 " Dr MufH Yusuf Shabbir

Author

Ebrahim ibn Faruk Noor graduated from the “Alimiyyah course at Darul Uloom
Al Arabiya Al Islamiya, Bury, UK, after completing the initial years of the
course at the Islamic Academy of Coventry. He holds a BSc Honours Degree in
Computer Systems Technology as well as other professional qualifications in
the IT field. He currently teaches at the Islamic Academy of Coventry and also
delivers workshops/presentations across the country on a number of
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Female Hygiene from an Islamic Perspective, Funeral Rites in Islm, Hajj &
‘Umrah Checklist and Prayers in Salah.



