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begin in the name of Allah &%\ Lord of the Worlds and
sending Peace and Salutations on our beloved Rastlullah
j/jg\.’géﬁdf\;a y

The period of the final Prophecy had begun. What started with
Adam &) many thousands of years ago, was now culminating
with a man from the progeny of Ibrahim 3EiE, the ‘Seal of the
Prophets’, Rasiilullah Jz.Ede.

The first Revelation had come inside the cave of Hira’, high on top
of a mountain called Jabl al-Nar. Allah (&% sent down the
greatest Angel, Jibril e, to the greatest place on earth,
Makkah, on the greatest night, Laylatul Qadr, with the greatest
Revelation, the Noble Qur’an, to the greatest man ever, Rastilullah

The first few verses of Strah al-‘Alaq were revealed and
Rasiilullah 5. E4{> returned home to inform his wife, Khadijah
@edis;. She took him to her cousin, Waraqah ibn Naufal who
confirmed that this message had indeed come from the same
Angel who had brought the Revelation to Miisa 32, proving it

was divine.

The people nearest and dearest to Rasiilullah J.4{le accepted
his message and embraced Islam. Among them were his wife,

12|Page
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children, and other members of his household like Zayd and ‘Ali
Wz, His dearest friend, Abii Bakr 224 was also one of the first
to answer his call towards Allah (&&EGZ.. The early Muslims
would congregate in the house of Arqam £2&i; near the mountain
As-Safa.

For the first few years, the call to Islam was done privately, then
Allah 1G5 sent down the following verses:

,E’,a - o ;—/
@) eyl e 350

©) Syl e G D B2 (aid

“And warn the nearest people of your clan,
and be kind with humbleness to the believers who followed you.”

Rasiilullah Jz5.Ed{e then called the Quraysh and invited them
towards Islam. Abd Lahab, the uncle of Rasiilullah sl
openly rejected his call and made his two sons, who were married
to the daughters of Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{iz, divorce their wives.

Rasilullah 5.5 continued to call people towards the truth
and the Quraysh became more and more worried. They sent
delegations to the uncle of Rastilullah Jz.E4{e, Abii Talib, telling

! Stirah ash-Shu‘ara Verses 214-215
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him to persuade his nephew to stop preaching. But Rastlullah
15484l did not stop and Abi Talib continued to support his
nephew even though he himself had not embraced Islam.

The Quraysh now tried to tell everyone who came to the House of
Allah JG5%s for pilgrimage, that Rastlullah 4.l was a
magician who caused differences between family members. This
plan back fired, and even more people were now aware of the new

Prophet.

The Quraysh changed their approach and tried to appease
Rasiilullah J5.4{le by offering him everything, but he refused
and Allah )&%\ revealed Strah al-Kafiran.

The Quraysh then sought help from the Jews in Yathrib, as they
had knowledge of the Prophets and Scriptures. They provided the
Quraysh with questions which would confirm one way or the
other, whether Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{> was a true Prophet or not.

The questions were posed to Rastlullah
Isaedfle and Allah J&%L sent
down Revelation to answer them.
Even this didn’t appease the Quraysh.
They would now try even more

\ l desperately to stop the message of
\) Islam by any means necessary.
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The early Muslims faced many trials and tribulations from the
Quraysh. Many of their leaders, like Abt Jahal, Abt Lahab,
Umayyah, and Ubay ibn Khalaf were open enemies of Islam.

The Companions #z4iz; who had no supporters or helpers faced
great difficulties. The likes of Bilal, ‘Ammar, Yasir, Sumayyah and
Khabbab #:z4iz; were persecuted and suffered greatly at the
hands of the Quraysh. Some of the Companions #z8iz; paid the
ultimate price for remaining steadfast in their faith.

The Quraysh then asked Rasiilullah Jo5.Ed{le to show them
miracles to prove he was a true Prophet. They asked for the moon
to be split into two. Rasilullah Jz.k4le asked them if they
would believe in him if he could do this. They replied that they
would.

By the command of Allah J\&%\&2., the moon was split into two
with each of the parts over two of the mountains of Makkah. The
moon stayed like this for a while and the Quraysh saw it clearly,
yet still refused to believe in Rastilullah ..

Due to the continued persecution of the Muslims by the Quraysh,
Rasiilullah 755464 gave permission to some of the Companions
#edizz, to migrate to Abyssinia. Najjasht, the king of Abyssinia was
a just ruler and he would allow them to live there and practise
Islam freely.
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When the Quraysh found out about the migrants, they sent a
delegation to Abyssinia. They would try everything in their
power to convince Najjashi to send the Muslims back.

The Muslims were summoned to his court and were questioned
regarding Islam and specifically about Tsa e, Ja‘far Lefiss,
the cousin of Rasiilullih Jz5.Ed{e eloquently answered the
questions quoting verses of the Qur'an. When Najjashi heard the
Revelation, he said ‘Isa Nt himself did not claim any more
than what had been mentioned.

Najjashi told the Qurayshi messengers that he would not send the
Muslims back under any circumstances. The Muslims now stayed
in Abyssinia and practised their religion without any threat of
persecution, whilst the Qurayshi delegation returned home
having failed in their mission to bring the Muslims back.
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akkah was controlled by the Quraysh, who were a tribe
from the descendants of Ibrahim i<, through the
children of his son, Isma‘l ¥k, Their forefather
Qusayy, the father of ‘Abd Manaf had become the ruler of Makkah
after his father-in-law Hulayl, from the Banii Khuza‘ah passed

away.

Rasiilullah Az« E4{le came from the clan of Banti Hashim, who
were the descendants of Hashim, one of the sons of ‘Abd Manaf.
One of their responsibilities was to look after the pilgrims who
would come to visit the House of Allah &%,

Even though Rasiilullah J%.E4(le came from the same tribe,
many of the Quraysh, including members of his own extended
family did not embrace Islam. Some of them supported him, even
though they did not embrace, like his uncle Aba Talib, whilst
others declared their enmity openly and did whatever they could
to stop Rasiilullah JZ.E4{le and his message.
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‘Amr ibn Hisham - Aba Jahl

One of the most notorious enemies of Islam was ‘Amr ibn Hisham,
more famously known as Abii Jahl. This name was given to him
by Rasilullah 4z4E4{le and means ‘father of ignorance’. He was
the ‘Fir‘aun’ (Pharaoh) of the Ummah of Rasiilullah {5k,

Abii Jahl was also known by the Quraysh as Abt al-Hakam, which
means ‘father of wisdom’, due to his intelligence and wisdom.

Abii Jahl left no stone unturned in trying to cause as much harm
as possible to Rasiilullah 546> and the early Muslims.

On one occasion Rastilullah JZ5.&4{i>was praying near the Ka‘bah
and Abt Jahl and his companions were sitting

close by. The previous day a camel had
been slaughtered. Abt Jahl asked his
companions, which one of them would
go and fetch the foetus of this
slaughtered camel and place it between
the shoulders of Rasdlullah .o
when he goes down in prostration?

One of his companions did what Abii Jahl asked and placed the
foetus of the dead camel between the blessed shoulders of
Rasiilullah J55.5{> when he went into Sajdah. Upon seeing this,
Abii Jahl and his companions started laughing so much that they
were falling over each other.
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid £28i; was watching all of this take place
and said, if he had the power, he would have thrown the camels
foetus away from the back of Rasiilullah Az Edie.

Rasilullah Jz.E4d{le stayed in Sajdah and didn’t raise his head
until a man went and informed his daughter, Fatimah gzgiz; who
was still a young girl at the time. She came and removed the camel
foetus from the back of Rasiilullah 5.4, then turned towards
Abti Jahl and his companions and rebuked them.

When Rastilullah J5.45{(e finished his Salah, he raised his voice
and supplicated to Allah Q&% against them. He did this three
times and then invoked Allah 1\&5%\2 and said:

), WP WP
oR e e r,QJJ\
“0 Allah it is for you to deal with the Quraysh.”

When Abii Jahl and his companions heard the words of Rasiilullah
154k, their laughter went away, and they feared his
supplication.

Rastlullah JZ54 &4 then said:

J%wjéﬁ%)wwy@bwé” \
Ja,.;ud\u.am_(;)g,zb ”“\/ Cac .«\.Jj)/:/
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“0 Allah, it is for you to deal with Abi Jahl ibn Hisham and
‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah and Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah and Walid ibn
‘Ugbah and Ummayah ibn Khalaf and ‘Ugbah ibn Abia Mu‘ayt.”

A seventh person was also mentioned but ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td
iz didn’t remember his name. ?

Allah J55522 answered the prayer of Rasiilullah 5.z and
all those mentioned, met their fateful end on the day of Badr.

Figure 1 - The battlefield of Badr

? Sahih Muslim 1794
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Abi Lahab ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib

Abii Lahab was the paternal uncle of Rasiilullah Jz5. €4z, as well
as the father-in-law of Ruqayyah and Umm Kulthiim &4z, the
daughters of Rastilullah Jakiiie.

When Rasiilullah 4z5.£4( invited the Quraysh to come to Islam,
Abii Lahab was the first to deny the call. Aba Lahab’s wife, Umm
Jamil bint Harb was the sister of Abii Sufyan ibn Harb. She also
joined her husband in making life difficult for Rasilullah
Jzsakdle. She used to collect thorny branches and lay them in
the path of Rastilullah 4544l at night time to cause him harm.

Abi Lahab was very wealthy. Whenever he would be warned
about the punishment of Allah 1&%5, he would say “If my
nephew’s words are true, then on the Day of Judgement, I will
escape the punishment by ransoming myself, with my wealth and
children”.

Allah &% sent down Strah Lahab which had news of what

awaited the unfortunate couple. We shall find out later what
Allah 455582 had planned for them.
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Ummayah ibn Khalaf

Ummayah and Ubay were brothers who declared their open
enmity towards Islam. Ummayah used to openly swear at
Rasilullah J&.Es{ie. Allah (&% then Revealed the following
about him:

wi @

®) $ig Y ”5‘@‘ ) 354 55 WINY

® a;z;\g“:\::a% ® 2T e \"’
© i”"fj\ A6 (@) dusd T e a3 G
r@i‘@‘ J_omz\gccudj\

{ wd S -
®) gsw.;\.g.s:d

-

\o

“Woe to every backbiter, derider (1)
Who accumulates wealth and counts it. (2)

He thinks that his wealth has made him eternal. (3)
Never! He will certainly be thrown into the crushing fire. (4)
And what may let you know what the crushing fire is? (5)
It is Allah’s kindled fire (6) That will peep into the hearts. (7)
It will be closed on them, (8) In outstretched columns. (9)”

Ummayah ibn Khalaf was killed in the battle of Badr by either
Khubayb or Bilal &gz

® Stirah al-Humazah
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Ubay ibn Khalaf

Ubay was his brother’s equal when it came to making life hard for
Rasillullah J5.4{le. On one occasion, he went to Rasiilullah
skl with an old bone. He rubbed it in his hand and then
blew the dust. He then said, “Will Allah (&%= make this alive
again?” Rasilullah 5.l said, “Yes, and your bones as well
when they become like this. He will make you alive again and
throw you into the fire”. The following verses were then Revealed
which are the final verses in Surah Yasin:

s o8y e 6l 53
I3l cs,ﬁf Gl (@)1 a2 r—w F4on 8
Jmi\ J o oM (@) 2 gl Jem 3535
L;,\S\L,::J’\\@,jSsjfiar& \3 K6 & 2T
w\ﬁww&w&)u Nh oy
3 3k of BT 120 W) (@) LT
&b K&l s, il 315025 (@) 5,858 o

F (@) 525 )

m “

* Stirah Yasin Verses 78-83
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“He has set up an argument about Us and forgot his creation.
He said,

‘Who will give life to the bones when they are decayed?’ (78)
Say, ‘These will be revived by the same One who had created
them for the first time,
and who is fully aware of every creation, (79)

The One who created for you fire from the green tree,
and in no time, you kindle from it.” (80)

Is it that the One who has created the heavens and the earth has
no power to create ones like them? Why not?

He is the Supreme Creator, the All-Knowing. (81)

His practice, when He intends to do something, is no more than
He says, ‘Be’, and it comes to be. (82)

So, pure (from every fault) is the One in whose hand is the
dominion of all things.

And towards Him you are to be returned. (83)”

Ubay ibn Khalaf was killed in the battle of Uhud by the hands of
Rasilullah Jo5.Ed{e himself.

‘ﬁ s al a I
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‘Ugbah ibn Abii Mu‘ayt

‘Ugbah, was a good friend of Ubay ibn Khalaf. One day ‘Ugbah
came to Rasiilullah 5.5, sat close to him for a while and
listened to him. When Ubay found out about this, he immediately
went to ‘Ugbah. Ubay told him that he had received news that he
had sat with Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{> and listened to his words. Ubay
then said, “I swear by God, until you go and spit on the face of
Muhammad (Jz £ ), it will be impermissible for me to talk to
you or see your face”. Upon hearing the words of his friend,
‘Uqgbah got up and went and spat on the blessed face of Rastlullah
J4kdle.  The following verses were then Revealed by Allah
AR

P,
.

> . Y T

o ¥ -~ - A
o SIBT 21 .5 G55 J6 QN aas 755
22w 1 osaf (1% (2 TP >3y 1
£ Ol 5 Js= I J) V345 oL Al 685

53& co8 BIUlaz GUSSS (®) 1 smin Sl 135 |, T

5 z o e e 1’,/. P sttt b
® anas s “éudf\p—;‘ )w@-?d\gf

> Strah al-Furqan Verses 27-31
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“And (Be mindful of) the Day the wrongdoer will bite his hands
saying, ‘Would that I had taken a path
along with the Messenger! (27)
Woe to me! Would that I had not taken
so-and-so for my friend! (28)
Indeed, he led me astray from the advice after it had come
to me.” And the Satan is man’s betrayer. (29)
And the Messenger will say, ‘O my Lord, my people had taken
this Qur’an as deserted.” (30)
In a similar way We made for every Prophet an enemy from
among the sinners, but your Lord suffices as a guide and as a
supporter. (31)”

Al-‘As ibn W2'il

There were many other staunch enemies of Rastilullah Az.Edie
including Walid ibn Mughirah, Abii Qays ibn al Faka, Al-Nadr ibn
al-Harith and Al-‘As ibn Wa'il.

All the male children of Rasilullah J5.&4{ie passed away when
they were young. Upon this Al-‘As ibn W2'il said:

S\PRUNEACTR i A RNV

“Muhammad (Jz54&4{ ) is ‘abtar’, none of his sons remain

alive.”
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The word ‘abtar’, was a term used for an animal whose tail had
been cut off. The person who had no male offspring to carry their
name forward, was also referred to as ‘abtar’. Hence the reason
why Al-‘As used this term against Rastilullah {&asie.

Allah 1G5 then revealed the following verse from Strah al-
Kauthar:

6 52807 -2 2123 &
“Surely it is your enemy whose traces are cut off.”

One month after the Hijrah (migration to Madinah), an animal bit
Al-‘As ibn Wa'il on his leg. This caused his leg to swell so much
that it was like the neck of a camel. This led to the sad end of Al-
‘As ibn Wa'il. How many people remember him due to his male
offspring?

On the other hand, there are millions and millions of people who
remember Rasiilullah JZ5.€4{i> and will continue to remember
him till the end of days, even though he had no male offspring
who survived till adulthood.

¢ Strah al-Kauthar Verse 3
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The Suffering of the Companions #zdis;

s Islam spread and the number of Muslims began to grow,

the anger and enmity of the polytheists also began to

increase. The Quraysh could not cause much harm to
those Muslims who had supporters or helpers, but those Muslims
who had no protection, who were destitute and helpless, became
their targets for oppression.

Some of the Muslims were attacked physically, whilst others were
denied food and drink. Some of them were laid on hot stones in
the middle of the day when the sun was at its hottest, whilst
others were tied up. Many incidents took place which show us
how much suffering the Companions #25iz, had to undergo and
how much patience they had to have, in the face of such
oppression. Some of these blessed Companions #z&is; will now

be mentioned.
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Bilal ibn Rabah tedis
Bilal £&4is; was from the ancient land of Abyssinia. Today this
would be part of Eritrea and the Tigray region of Ethiopia.

Ll
ADK]

Mahad, o\
1“,.&‘:.':“ ki Voo 68

Setra %:.’.' nf'ﬁ: 'é\ .o ‘“
_Amuelrg..h".(_’," "‘"&"' sV R‘
’ N4
- { Nawun (:"
’ o\ )(ollsh
Gobel
N 4
$ \Taktdh A‘lhmln\ 1/
a 8 a.",u ) @ \
£), 2 Ballas " /S
'P!nih ol\anat\ \\\ J{,
?‘ EdfouX'El Kab
L Déhemic
Imlmﬁ« _Bcnniu,'\ )

Dungun S_prl-y
A Q. BISHARIEN,
Dixr

.'\,\'.__"I,ol‘}-nkDEQERT
Sy Hafs  rapein
Okmof" ¥ Pt ;
(A U 871 a4, n %Y
2 saf(G g
Marak ALD" c v
™ Mardka u Tammeg N
(Now Dongola)| adtym A\
3 Hnaw Mnnl < ‘) X
(92 mnwl" y 0 '5 Bli'lhnmn _J> \ ?

& Batiaga F Do
Bir Simric o Iyn)m.mu‘ 3

gy

i
ChendfQ ’ \ P57
Borias © oo Regit Na "'
Khartoom 2 o Rapiir S
/Klu!ub v ‘. o3’ S 3
/ Manjar) ARNY ¥l 1
KORDOFAN \ Abu\larrois e | “Avog
\ E: [Ty, W Dk . Y
. Abu Zeirs - o ) Tl
fatainma 7 hidn'
uﬂ'n/ & k !
h f O A~ Dedus) " IDembea ¥
3 9
\ Gagamud % % }
y 9 [osas:
e & Kdko “‘/ "\ Debra
L 2
e o M 1

Figure 2 - The Land of Abyssinia

Bilal 2ediz; was the slave of Umayyah ibn Khalaf and had
embraced Islam. This led to all kinds of torture being inflicted
upon him. In the intense heat of the day, when the rocks used to
heat up, Umayyah would order the other slaves to lay Bilal zzdis;
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on the boiling rocks and then place a large rock on his chest so he
would not be able to move.

Umayyah would then say to him, “You will die like this. If you
want to be free, then turn away from Muhammad (JZ54&4{=) and
follow Al-Lat and Al-‘Uzza’ (These were names of their idols)”.
Even then there was only one thing on the tongue of Bilal 25,
‘Ahad’, ‘Ahad’, meaning there is only one Allah J&5EG.

o

Sometimes they would wrap Bilal &g in the hide of a cow and
at other times they would put metal armour on him and make him
sit in the intense heat of the sun. Even then, there was only one
word on his lips.

When Umayyah saw these punishments were not having an effect
on Bilal £2&is, he tied a rope around his neck and made him get
dragged throughout the city. Even then, there was only one word
on his lips.

On one occasion when Bilal iz was being tortured, Abii Bakr
iz passed by and his heart filled with pity. He said to Umayyah
that he had a slave who was very strong and also on their religion.
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Ummayah should take him, and in exchange hand over Bilal
iz to him., Umayyah agreed and as soon as Bilal £2fi; was
handed over to Abii Bakr 2245, he was freed.

The torture and suffering of Bilal £z4i; was so severe that his
scars and marks could be seen on his body whenever he exposed

his back.

Allah 1S5 gave Bilal 424 such a high status that he was the
first Mu’adhin in Islam. On the day of the conquest of Makkah, he
was the one who climbed the Ka‘bah and called out the Adhan.
Imagine how those people who had caused him so much suffering
felt when they saw this person who was tortured and humiliated,

now being given such an elevated position in Islam.

Allah (&% gives respect to whoever he wishes.
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The family of ‘Ammar ibn Yasir £24i;

Yasir il was originally from Yemen. He had arrived in
Makkah in search of one of his brothers who was lost. His two
brothers, Al-Harith and Malik were also with him. Al-Harith and

Malik returned to Yemen whilst Yasir £z

remained behind in Makkah. He became
friends with  AbG  Hudhayfah
Makhziimi. who gave his slave girl,
Sumayyah bint Khabbat @iz in
marriage to Yasir £edis;. Together

they had a son who they named

-

‘Ammar izdis;. They all stayed with

Abi Hudhayfah until he passed away.

Upon the advent of Islam, ‘Ammar %245, and his whole family

including his brother ‘Abdullah &8 all embraced. ‘Ammar

22480 had no tribe or family in Makkah, or anyone who would

protect him, so the Quraysh caused him and his family great
difficulty. The Quraysh would lay ‘Ammar iz, on the burning

ground during the hottest part of the day and beat him until he
became unconscious. Sometimes they would try to drown him and

sometimes lay him on hot coals.
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When Rasilullah Jz5.E4{le used to go past him in this state, he
would pass his blessed hands upon the head of ‘Ammar &2 and
pray:

rwbe\&cﬁ:f\.‘.f)\&c&biﬂj\;ﬁé;)b\i

“0 fire, become cold and peaceful for ‘Ammar 25 like how
you became cold and peaceful for Ibrahim Mzliae.”

When Rasiilullah 2245 used to see the family of ‘Ammar £2&is; in
difficulty, he used to tell them to have patience. His father Yasir
ez, passed away first during this difficult time. His mother
Sumayyah Gz&is; was killed by Abii Jahl and was the first martyr

in Islam.

On the day of Badr when Abii Jahl was killed, Rasiilullah dzs.fesfie
said to ‘Ammar £edis;:

lal 56 anl s

“Allah (&%= has destroyed the one who killed your mother.”
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Suhayb sz

Suhayb ié’\;@ was originally from Iraq. His father and uncle
served as governors on behalf of Kisra, the Persian emperor.
When he was still a young child, he was captured during a
Byzantine raid. He grew up as a slave with the Byzantines, so he
was also known as ‘Suhayb al-Rimi’. A man from the Banii Kalb
purchased Suhayb #4is; and brought him to Makkah. In Makkah,
‘Abdullah ibn Jad‘an purchased him and subsequently freed him.

When Rasilullah ;‘@d&ﬁfgp started inviting people towards Islam,
Suhayb and ‘Ammar &4z, both embraced at the same time in
Dar al-Argam.

Similar to ‘Ammar &£, the Quraysh caused great difficulty for
Suhayb Ledi; as well. When he intended to migrate to Madinah,
the Quraysh said he could only do so if he left all of his wealth
behind in Makkah. Suhayb &e&is; agreed to their terms and
migrated.

Suhayb #egis arrived in Madinah and told Rastlullah Jz.esifie
what had happened. Rasiilullah J5.E4{le said that he had made
a great profit from this transaction. He had left that which was
temporary for that which would remain forever.
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Allah 155\ also revealed the following verse with regards to
this event

) Tz o7 . 22 e - AT B’

>
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“And among men there is one who sells his very soul to seek the
pleasure of Allah,
and Allah is Very-Kind to His servants.”

o) el

7 Strah al-Baqarah Verse 207
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Khabbab &z,

Khabbab ibn al-Aratt 224z was one of the first people to embrace
Islam. It is said he was the sixth person to enter the fold. He was
the slave of Umm Anmar. When he became Muslim, Umm Anmar
caused him many problems.

Khabbab 4l was an iron monger and used to make swords. On
one occasion he had made a sword for Al-‘As ibn Wa’il. When the
time came for him to pay, Al-‘As said he would not pay him
anything until he stopped believing in Rasiilullah dgakdjie.
Khabbab #z4is; told Al-“As, that if he died and came back to life
again, even then he would not deny Rastilullah ..

Al-‘As said, “Will I be brought back to life after I die?” Khabbab
#ediz; told him that he would. Al-‘As then said, “When Allah
A58\l gives me death and then makes me come back to life a
second time, and my wealth and children will be with me, that

is when I will repay your debt”.
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Upon this Allah Q&% revealed the following verses:

/
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“Have you, then, seen him who rejected Our verses and said,
‘I shall certainly be given wealth and children’? (77)
Has he peeped into the Unseen or taken a covenant with the
All-Merciful (Allah)? (78)
Never! We will write what he says and extend for him the
punishment extensively. (79)
And We will inherit from him what he is talking about, and he

will come to Us all alone.” (80)

® SGrah Maryam Verses 77-79
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The Splitting of the Moon

round 8 years after Prophethood, some polytheists came

to see Rasilullah J&.4{le. Among them were Al-Walid

ibn al-Mughirah, Abt Jahl and Al-‘As ibn Wa'il. They said
to Rastilullah J5.E4{(z, that if he was a true Prophet, he should
show them a special sign. In another narration, they asked him to
split the moon into two parts.

It was the 14"™ night, so there was a full moon. Rasiilullah
Jcs ke said to them, “If I show you this miracle, will you then
bring faith?”. They all agreed that they would. Rasilullah
Josadile supplicated to Allah JG5%is and made a gesture
towards the moon. Suddenly the moon split into two parts. One
part of the moon was seen above Jabl Abii Qubays, whilst the other
was above Jabl Qayqa‘an.

Jabl Abi Qubays

Figure 3 - The Mountains of Makkah (Image courtesy of Binimad al-Ateeqi (Binimad.com))
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The people were astonished. They were rubbing their eyes and
looking, as they couldn’t believe what they were seeing.

The moon stayed like this for quite a while, around the same
duration of time between ‘Asr and Maghrib.

Rasilullah Jz5.E4{i> kept saying to the polytheists:

PEVE-ARPRVS.

“0 people, bear witness. O people, bear witness.”

The moon then returned to its normal state. The polytheists
turned to Rasiilullah J55:&5{(e and said he had done magic upon
them. They said they would wait for some people from outside to
come and see if they also witnessed this, as it would be impossible
for Rasiilullah Jz5.€4{> to have done magic upon everyone. If
they say they did see it, then it was true and if they didn’t see it, it

was magic.

Travellers started to come into Makkah and the polytheists
started to question them, asking them if they had seen the moon
split. They all testified that they had seen the moon split into two
parts but still the polytheists refused to accept this and continued
to deny Rasiilullah J54&4fl. The polytheists said that this was
temporary magic, whose affects will soon wear off.
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=

Upon this Allah 1G5%\2 Revealed the following verses:

“The Hour (of doom) has drawn near,
and the moon has split asunder. (1)
When these people see a sign, they turn away and say,
‘(This is) a transient magic’. (2)”

% Stirah al-Qamar Verses 1-2
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s the number of Muslims increased, the polytheists of

Makkah found different ways to persecute the Muslims to

try and stop the wave of Islam. Rastlullah {&4&4ie told
his Companions #z4is; to spread themselves out in the land, so
they asked him where they should go.

Rasilullah Jz.E4d{e told them to go to Abyssinia, where there
was a just king who never oppressed anyone.

The Muslims wanted to go to a place where they could practise
Islam without being persecuted and in the month of Rajjab, in the
* year of Prophethood, 11 men and 5 women left for Abyssinia.

They were:

Name

‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan £25i and his | Ruqayyah Gzdis, the
wife daughter of Rastlullah
’1/3 5\3253&79

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf Ledis;

Al-Zubayr ibn al-“Awwam 2
Abii Hudhayfah ibn ‘Utbah 224is; | Sahla bint Suhayl Gegdiz
and his wife

Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr Ledis;

Aba Salamah ibn ¢Abd al-Asad Umm Salamah bint Aba
iedizs; and his wife Umayyah Gziis; (after
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the death of her husband,

she married Rastlullah

o)

‘Uthman ibn Maz‘lin £edis

‘Amir ibn Rabi‘ah £edis; and his Layla bint Abi Hathma

wife Gedis

Suhayl ibn Bayda zc&is;

Abii Subrah ibn Abii Rahm £24is; | Kulthiim bint Suhayl
and his wife el

Hatib ibn ‘Amr i

These Companions #zdls left secretly. Some were walking,
whilst others were riding on the backs of animals. When the
group reached the coast, it just so happened that there were two
trade boats waiting to leave for Abyssinia. The boat people took 5
dirhams and let them all aboard. According to Hafiz ‘Askalani
i%z5, they boarded the boat from Jeddah.

When the polytheists found out about the Companions #zdis;
leaving, they sent a person right away to catch them. By the time
he arrived, the boats had already left, so his journey had been in

vain.
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The Land of Abyssinia

The Companions #z4is; travelled over the Red Sea and crossed
over into the African continent into the kingdom of Abyssinia. As
to where exactly in the kingdom the migrants travelled, Allah
AEE L knows best, however the ancient capital of Abyssinia

was called Aksum.

Figure 4 - The Land of Abyssinia
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The Companions &4z, stayed in Abyssinia during the months of
Rajjab and Shawwal. They then received news in Shawwal that
the people of Makkah had become Muslim, so they made their way
back home.

When they were close to Makkah, they found out that this news
was incorrect, which put them in a severe predicament. Some of
them made their way into the city secretly, whilst others had to
enter under the protection of others. This was how the first
migration to Abyssinia came to an end.
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he Quraysh now started to persecute the Muslims even

more than before. Rasiilullah Jz54E4{le once again gave

the Companions #:zfiz; permission to emigrate to
Abyssinia. This time there were over 100 men and women.

When the Quraysh saw the Muslims were living in Abyssinia
peacefully and able to practise Islam freely, they decided to do
something about it. They got together and had a meeting. A
decision was made to send ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Abta
Rabi‘ah to Abyssinia with gifts, so they could win support of the
Abyssinians. Once they have their support, they will agree to send
back the migrants.

‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Abti Rabi‘ah arrived in Abyssinia
and presented the gifts to the people who

were close to the King. They then said
that some of our people have left the
religion of our forefathers and have
sought refuge in your city. They left our

religion and have not even accepted your faith, meaning
Christianity, but they have embraced a new faith which neither us
nor you, are familiar with. Our leaders have sent us to you so that
you can hand these people over to us. Can you all ask your King
to hand these people back to us without any form of conversation.
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‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi‘ah were worried that
the King would call the Muslims and ask them some questions.

‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi‘ah then presented the
Qurayshi gifts to Najjashi, the King. The people in the court who
had already been briefed, asked the King to hand over the

Companions #ziiss; to this delegation which had arrived from
Makkah.

The concern which ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi‘ah
had, became a reality. Najjashi became angry and said that he
cannot just hand these people over without speaking to them
first. How can it be that people who have come to his country to
seek refuge, be handed over to people who oppose them without
even an investigation?

Najjashi sent a person to call the Companions #cfiz,. The
Messenger arrived with the King’s message and the Companions
#efiz, discussed the matter. They decided that they would only
say what Rastilullah 455.0e45{(e has taught them in the court.
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The Court of Najjashi

The Companions #:4is; arrived at the court and presented their
greetings, the Salam. None of them prostrated in front of the
King. The people in the court found this quite offensive and
started to question them as to why they hadn’t bowed down. In
one narration it mentions that even the King Najjashi asked why
they hadn’t prostrated.

Ja‘far £edi; told them that they do not prostrate to anyone apart
from Allah 1G58, Allah Q&8 has sent a Messenger to them
and this is what he has commanded them to do.

Regarding the Salam, the Companions #z4i; said, this is the way
they greet Rasiilullah 4544l and greet each other. Rasilullah
Jz54E4{e has told them that the people of Heaven will also greet
each other like this.

Najjashi then asked them which religion they had embraced other
than Christianity or idol worship. Ja“far 224 stood up to give his
answer. He said, “O King, we were all ignorant and simple. We
used to worship idols and eat carrion. We were busy in all types
of immodest actions. We used to cut relations with our close
relatives, and we used to behave badly with our neighbours.
Whoever was strong amongst us, would wish to consume the
weak. We were in this state when Allah (&85 sent down his
bounty. He sent a Messenger from amongst us, whose lineage,
truthfulness, trustworthiness, and integrity we knew.
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He called us to Allah 4558\, that we believe He is One, recognize
Him as One, and understand He is One. Only worship Him alone.
All the idols and stones which we used to worship, and our
forefathers used to worship, leave them at once. He commanded
us to be truthful, trustworthy, to keep ties with our kin, be good
to our neighbours, to keep away from causing bloodshed and
impermissible talk.

He stopped us from doing all bad things, vain talk, and falsehood.
From eating the wealth of the orphan, to slandering a chaste pure
woman. He commanded us to only worship Allah 1G58\ and
not to adjoin any partners with Him. That we read Salah and give
Zakah, and fast.”

Ja‘far 2, mentioned other things as well about what Islam
teaches and said, “We have affirmed these and brought faith upon
them and everything which comes from Allah (&HeZ to
Rasiilullah J5.%5{, we follow it. Due to this, our people have
caused us all types of harm and persecuted us in many ways, so
that we leave worshipping the One Allah (&% and go back to

our old ways.
When we got tired of this persecution and when it became

difficult for us to follow our religion and our belief in One God,
then we left our home with the hope that you will not oppress us.”
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Najjashi said, “Can you remember any of the words which have
come to your Prophet?” Ja‘far £edis; replied he did. Najjashi, then
asked Ja‘far 2 to recite some of them so he could listen to
them.

Ja‘far iz, recited the opening verses of Stirah Maryam. Tears
started to flow from the eyes of the King and all the people in the
court.
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Figure 5 - Sirah Maryam Verses 1-11
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The Trial continues

When Ja‘far 2edis; finished his recitation, Najjashi said, “These
words and the words which ‘Isa B came with, are both from
the same source”. He then said to the Qurayshi delegation that he
will under no circumstance give these people up to them.

When the delegation left the court, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said to
‘Abdullah ibn Abi Rabi‘ah, “Tomorrow I will say such a thing in
front of the King that he will destroy these people”.

‘Abdullah ibn Abii Rabi‘ah advised him not to do this. Even though
they differed in belief, these people were still their relatives. ‘Amr
ibn al-‘As didn’t listen to him.

The following day ‘Amr ibn al-‘As went to Najjashi and said that

these people say bad things about ‘Isa Mz,

- I W

ﬁﬁu“@*&

Najjashi once again called the Companions #zis,. They got very
worried about how they would answer Najjashi when questioned
about Tsa M=, It was agreed they would only say what Allah
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JG5;5\=22 and his Messenger Az54&4{(w have said. They will not say
anything against that.

The Companions #z&is; arrived once again in the King’s court.
Najjashi asked them, “What do you say regarding ‘Isa i ”.
Ja“far Leis; said, “We only say what our Prophet 15.Ei{o says
about him, and that is Isa ¥k is a slave of Allah 182, and
His Messenger. And he is a spec1al Spirit from Allah &%\ and
a special Word from Allah QG555

Najjashi lifted a piece of straw off the floor and said, “I swear by
God, what the Muslims have said, Isa ¥l is not even this
straw’s equivalent more than that”.

Najjashi then told the Muslims they could remain in his country
in peace. Even if he was given a mountain of gold, he would not
persecute them. He then commanded that all the gifts which were
given by the Quraysh, be returned to them. He said he had no need
of them and Allah Q&% had given him his dominion without
bribery, therefore he would not take a bribe and hand the Muslims
over to the Quraysh.

The session at the court ended. The Muslims were happy and in
high spirits. The Qurayshi delegation having been humiliated,
returned to Makkah. They failed in their plan to bring back the
Muslims from Abyssinia.
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I-Khattab ibn Nufayl was from the tribe of Bani ‘Adiy.

Amongst his children was ‘Umar 2245, who was initially

a severe opponent of Rastlullah J&.kifle and the
religion of Islam. However, Allah &%= had great plans for him
and he would become one of the greatest leaders Islam had ever
seen.

The cause of ‘Umar izfiz; entering into the fold was the
supplication of Rasiilullah 4554%4(%. In a Hadith narrated by ibn
‘Umar %4, he mentions, “Rastlullah 5.4 supplicated to
Allah (&8 and said:

Jpa\»dvl‘ud \;pkmjps“ i
© s u@»\mu S 5 5k 5

“e

O Allah! Honour Islam through the dearest of these two men to
you: Through Abi Jahal or through ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab.” He
said: ‘And the dearest of them to Him was ‘Umar.”

]
o 5 ae

19 Sunan Tirmidhi 4045
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Rastlullah 454E4le was told through divine inspiration that
Abil Jahal will never embrace Islam. Rasilullah J&.dfle then
made a specific supplication for ‘Umar 25 and said:

o\ g.)\.k.é-\ O e r)LA!\ 2| r..@.U\

“0 Allah, strengthen Islam with
‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab specifically.”

The Plan of ‘Umar £edis;
‘Umar L4z, was severely against the Raslullah Jz5.&5{> and
despised the religion of Islam.

On one occasion, Abii Jahal made an announcement that he would
guarantee 100 hundred camels to the person who kills Rastilullah
Jsaedile. “Umar 424l asked Abil Jahal if he really had given this
guarantee, and he rephed he had.
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‘Umar £z left with sword in hand, with the intention of
putting an end to Rasilullah J4E5le. On the way he saw <
2

a calf which some people were trying to slaughter. He
stopped to see what was happening and suddenly he
heard a voice coming from the stomach of the calf

saying:

“O family of Dharih, there is a successful command,
a man is exclaiming with an eloquent tongue,

‘Call people towards testifying that there is no God, but Allah

’

and Muhammad is His Messenger”

When ‘Umar £24i; heard these words, he thought to himself that
he is the person who is being addressed with this message. Even
then ‘Umar 224 didn’t stop and carried on with the intention of

completing his mission.

‘Umar £e4i; then met Nu‘aym ibn ‘Abdullah #egiss. Nu‘aym
iz had embraced Islam but it was not common knowledge.
Nu‘aym s asked ‘Umar Ledis; where he was going. ‘Umar
%z replied that he was going to kill Rastlullah Jzs.esifi.

Nu‘aym el then asked ‘Umar 2egis;, how would he escape

from the Bant Hashim and the Bant Zuhrah if he killed Rasalullah
Ialedifie?
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Upon hearing this question, ‘Umar #eiis; accused Nu‘aym
ez of becoming ‘Sabi’ and leaving the religion of his
forefathers.

Nu‘aym #egiiss; replied, “What are you saying to me, don’t you
know that your sister Fatimah and your brother-in-law Sa‘id ibn
Zayd have both become ‘Sab1’ and left your religion and accepted
Islam?”

As soon as ‘Umar £z&iz; heard what Nu‘aym &e4is; had said, his
anger increased, and he made his way to his sister’s house.

The House of Fatimah bint al-Khattab Gz

When ‘Umar 224z was going to the house of his sister Fatimah
Gedls;, Khabbab ibn al-Aratt &c4is; was teaching her and her
husband Sa‘id ibn Zayd &2&is5. As soon as Khabbab 24 heard
‘Umar £edis; coming, he quickly hid inside the house.

In Ibn Ishagq, it mentions that Khabbab iz had a manuscript of
Siirah Taha which he was reciting
to them. As ‘Umar Zedis

approached the house, he had
heard Khabbab izfiz; reciting the
Qur'an. ‘Umar Zzdis; entered the
house and asked, what had he heard. /
His sister and brother-in-law said
that he hadn’t heard anything.

55|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 3 - The Trials & Tribulations of the Early Muslims

‘Umar £&4isz; then told his sister and brother-in-law that he had
been mformed, they were now following the religion of
Muhammad JZ. &4,

Sa‘id ibn Zayd £edis;, the brother-in-law of ‘Umar #gis; said to
him “O ‘Umar, if you know that your religion is not the truth, but
another religion is on truth, then tell us what should a person

do?”

‘Umar L4 then fell upon Sa‘ld ibn Zayd &efis; and started to
hit him. His sister tried to stop him, but ‘Umar i:c;}z) also hit her
in such a way that her face became injured. Only when he saw his
sister’s face did he stop hitting them.

At that point his sister Fatimah Gediz
said, “O son of Al-Khattab, do
whatever you can, we have

already become Muslim. O enemy

of Allah, are you only hitting us
for the reason, that we believe
Allah (&% is One? Know this,
that we have embraced Islam, even
though your nose may be covered in
dust”.
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‘Umar %4, reads the Qur’an

Upon hearing the words of his sister, ‘Umar iediz; felt
embarrassed and regretted his actions. He asked them to show
the book they had been reading. Khabbab £z&iz; who had been
hiding in the house, heard the request and came out.

Fatimah Gedis said to her brother, “You are unclean, and only
pure people can touch the Qur’an, so go and perform Wuda”.

‘Umar 24, went and purified himself. He then took the blessed
manuscript in his hands in which Stirah Taha was written and
started to read it until he reached the following verse:

-
—
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“Surely, I am Allah. There is no God but Myself, so worship Me,
and establish Salah for My remembrance.”

Upon reading these words, ‘Umar 2c4iss; started to praise them.
Khabbab 24z heard his words and said, “O ‘Umar, glad tidings
to you. I hope that the supplication Rastilullah J4E4fle made
for you has been accepted”. ‘Umar #ziis; then asked Khabbab
%2z to take him to Rasilullah Jos.eific.

" Stirah Taha Verse 14
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‘Umar 44z, embraces Islam

Khabbab iefie; took ‘Umar #efiy; to Dar al-Arqam where
Rasilullah J5.€d{> and his Companions #efiz,  had
congregated. They reached the house, and the door was closed.

They knocked on the door and asked
for permission to enter. When the
Companions #:zfiz; inside realised it
was ‘Umar i, no one had the
courage to open the door. Hamzah
iz said, “Open the door and let him
in. If Allah 1G5\ has intended good
for him then Allah will guide him, and
he will enter the fold of Islam and
follow the Messenger of Allah
AE%sL. Otherwise, you will be safe
from his evil with the will of Allah (&%,

Rasilullah J5.4fle gave permission for them to enter and the
door was opened. ‘Umar Lediz; mentions that two people took
hold of him and made him stand in front of Rastlullah
Jsafeidfie. Rasilullah A& told them to leave him.

Rasiilullah J=54E4le then took hold of the tunic of ‘Umar e,
and pulled him towards him. He then said, “O son of Al-Khattab,
accept Islam”. Rasilullah Jz5.Ed{le then supplicated to Allah
A58\ to guide him.,

58|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 3 - The Trials & Tribulations of the Early Muslims

In another narration it mentions Rastlullah <. said, “O
Allah, this is ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. O Allah, honour your religion
with ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab”.

Rastlullah Jz5.%4{i then asked ‘Umar &2 if he was not going
to stop until Allah J(&%\=2 sends down a calamity upon him.

‘Umar 24, replied, “O Messenger of Allah, this is the reason I
have come here, that 1 believe in Allah J\&#8sZ, and His
Messenger 424kl and whatever has been revealed by Allah
JE55%5L”. He then recited:

- o
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“I bear witness that there is no God except Allah and Indeed you
are the Messenger of Allah.”

Upon hearing this, Rasiilullah 4.4l said the Takbir, ‘Allahu
Akbar” with a loud voice due to happiness, and all the people in
Dar al-Arqam realized that ‘Umar 2z4is5 had now entered the fold
of Islam.
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Ibn ‘Abbas 24l narrated, “When ‘Umar L8l accepted Islam,

Jibril &l came down and said ‘O Muhammad, all the creation

in the Heavens are rejoicing because of ‘Umar’s Islam.”

With ‘Umar &&4is; embracing, the respect and honour of Islam

increased and the true religion went into the ascendancy. The
Muslims now started to read Salah in Al-Masjid al-Haram. The
call towards Islam was now made openly. From that day, the
difference between truth and falsehood became clear and

P

Rasilullah 4.5 named ‘Umar £e4iss; Fartiq, which means the

one who distinguishes between truth and falsehood.

'2 Sunan Ibn Majah 108
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The Boycott

he number of Muslims was increasing on a daily basis, and
Islam had been strengthened by ‘Umar and Hamzah
&zl Furthermore, Najjashi, had given refuge to the
Muslims who had migrated to Abyssinia and treated them with
great respect and honour. All of these factors were breaking the
resolve of the Quraysh. They now decided to take a new approach.
The Quraysh agreed between them to introduce a boycott. The

terms of this boycott were as follows:

All ties will be severed with

dlullah dasufafe,

No one can marry a person from the Banii Hashim

No one will talk to them until Rasalullah Jz.ife

is handed over to them

The document was written and placed inside the Ka‘bah. Manstr
ibn ‘Tkrimah who had written the document was punished right
away by Allah J(&%5Z. He was unable to write anything from
that day forth.

61|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 3 - The Trials & Tribulations of the Early Muslims

The Boycott Starts

The leaders of the Quraysh all agreed to the terms, except the
Bani al-Muttalib. The Bani al-Muttalib were the children of
Hashim’s brother Al-Muttalib. Due to this disagreement, they also
became subject to the boycott.

Abti Talib, along with the others, had no choice but to now move
out of the centre of Makkah to a valley on the outskirts. This
valley became known as the valley of Aba Talib.

Figure 6 - The approximate location of the valley of Abii Talib

The Bant Hashim and Bant al-Muttalib, both Muslims and non-
Muslims, supported Rasiilullah J55.E4{eand moved out to the
valley. The Muslims moved because of their religion and the non-
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Muslims due to their ties of kinship. From the Banu Hashim, only
Abii Lahab stayed with the Quraysh in Makkah.

The Difficulties of the Boycott

The boycott did not just carry on for a day, or a week or a month,
but for three years. The families of the Banti Hashim and Band al-
Muttalib stayed like this with ever mounting difficulties.

The people were starving to the extent that children could be
heard crying. Those who were cold hearted would get happy
seeing the state of the Muslims, whilst those who were merciful
did not like what they were seeing. They would say, “Did you not
see what happened to Mansir oY

ibn ‘Tkrimah?”. During this 2
boycott, the Muslims
survived by eating the
leaves of the Acacia =g

tree.

The boycott had been implemented to such an extent that when a
trade caravan used to arrive in Makkah, Abi Lahab would make
an announcement saying that no one was to sell to the people of
Muhammad 4.4l for the normal price. They would have to
charge them much more. If this caused anyone loss, then he would
be responsible. The Companions #zdis; would go to buy

provisions but would return empty handed because of the inflated
prices.
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The Secret Provisions

There were some people from the Quraysh who saw the state of
the Banii Hashim and Banii al-Muttalib and took pity on them.
They would secretly send them food and provisions.

On one occasion, Hakim ibn Hizam £24i;, the nephew of Khadijah
@ediz; was going to see her. Along with his servant, he was taking
her some grain. On the way they met Aba Jahal and he asked
them if they were taking the grain for
the Banti Hashim. He told them that
he would not let them take it on any

account and would disgrace them in

front of everyone.

It just so happened that Abt al-Bakhtari was passing by. After he
found out what was happening, he said to Abii Jahal that a person
is sending some grain to his aunt, why was he stopping
them? When Abii Jahal heard this, he got very angry and started
to say very bad words. Abu al-Bakhtari picked up a camel bone
and struck Abi Jahal on the head causing him to bleed.

More than the actual physical pain, Abii Jahal felt more agony due
to being humiliated. This was because Hamzah £z4is; had been

watching everything taking place, from the valley of Abi Talib.
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The Effort to Break the Boycott

The boycott had continued for around three years and now a
group of people from the Quraysh decided to try and break it. The
person to initiate this was Hisham ibn ‘Amr. He used to see that
they, meaning the people in Makkah, were all fed and watered
whilst their brethren from the Bani Hashim and Bana al-Muttalib

were starving in the valley.

To ease some of their plight, he used to
take a camel full of provisions at night
time to the valley and leave it there.

One day Hisham ibn ‘Amr went to

Zuhayr ibn Abti Umayyah, the grandson
of ‘Abd al-Muttalib. He was the son of ‘Atikah bint ‘Abd al-
Muttalib, so he was also the cousin of Rastlullah ..

Hisham said to Zuhayr, “O Zuhayr, do you like it that you can eat
what you want, wear what you want, marry who you want, and
your uncle is desperate for each grain. I swear by Allah, if Aba
Jahal’s uncle and mother’s family were in a state like this, then
Abi Jahal would never even think of any agreement”.

Zuhayr said regretfully he was alone, what could he possibly do

alone? If only there was another person who felt the same way,
then he would stand up for this cause.
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Hisham got up from there and went to Al-Mut‘im ibn ‘Adiy and
made him think the same way. Al-Mut‘im also said that another
person should be made to share their feelings.

Hisham then went to Abii al-Bakhtari and after a while to Zum‘a
ibn al-Aswad and made them also share the same feelings. In
total five people got ready and decided they would raise the issue
when the people gathered the following day. Zuhayr said that he
would be the one to start the discussion.

The Announcement

The following morning, the people started to gather in the Masjid.
Zuhayr ibn Abli Umayyah stood up and said, “O people of Makkah,
it is very unfortunate that we can eat, drink, wear clothes, and
marry and the Bant Hashim are dying of starvation. I swear by
Allah, I will not sit down until the document upon which the terms
have been written, is ripped up”. Abt Jahal then took an oath and
said this document could never be ripped up.

Zum‘a ibn al-Aswad now joined in the discussion and said, “The
document can definitely be ripped up. When this document was
written, we were not happy with it”. Aba al-Bakhtari supported
the words of Zum‘a and said he was speaking the truth; they were
also not happy. Al-Mut‘im then said, both are saying the truth.
Hisham ibn ‘Amr also now supported them. Abi Jahal saw what
was happening and was shocked. He said indeed this was a thing
which had been fixed in the night.
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The Document

During this time, Rastlullah €4 told his uncle Aba Talib,
about the document which had been drawn up with the terms of
the boycott and hung inside the Ka‘bah. All the words apart from
the following which were written at the beginning, had been
eaten away by insects.

“In your name, O Allah”

Abi Talib went to the Quraysh and told them about the
document. He said that his nephew has never lied and till today,
none of his words have been proven untrue. Abl Talib then
proposed the following, “If what Muhammad Jz54 &4z is saying
is true, then you will stop this boycott. If what he says is false,
then I am ready to surrender him to yourselves. You can either

kill him or leave him alive”.

The people agreed and said that Aba Talib, had said a just thing.
The document was then called for. When they saw it, to their
amazement, all the letters apart from Allah’s name had been eaten
away by insects. They lowered their heads in

shame and embarrassment. The boycott was | 9&

now finally over. %
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hilst the Muslims were being boycotted, Abli Bakr

ez decided to migrate to Abyssinia so he could join

the other Companions #24i; who were already living
there.

Abii Bakr 2240 set out and reached a place called Bark al-Ghimad
where he met Ibn ad-Daghinah, the chief of the Qarah tribe.

Ibn ad-Daghinah asked Abii Bakr £2&iz; where he was going, and
he replied that hls people have turned him

. out, so he wanted to wander the earth

and worship his Lord.

Ibn ad-Daghinah told Abii Bakr Ledis;
that a man like him does not leave and
nor is he driven out. He then reminded Abi
Bakr 24 of the qualities he possessed. Abii Bakr 22z helped
the destitute earn their living and kept good relations with his
kith and kin. He assisted the weak and the poor. He entertained
guests generously and helped the calamity-stricken ones.

Ibn ad-Daghinah told Abii Bakr iedix; that he would be his
protector so he should go back home and worship his Lord there.
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Abii Bakr 24z returned to Makkah with Ibn ad-Daghinah. They

performed Tawaf of the Ka‘bah in the presence of the Quraysh,
then Ibn ad-Daghinah addressed them.

Ibn ad-Daghinah told them that a man like Abii Bakr £2&is; should
not leave his land nor should he be driven out. He asked them, if
they would drive out such a man who has so many good qualities?
Ibn ad-Daghinah then mentioned all the good characteristics of
Abii Bakr £edis.

The Quraysh accepted Ibn ad- Daghinah’s offer of protection.
They told him to tell Abii Bakr £2&is; to worship his Lord in his
house. He could pray Salah in his home and also recite the Qur’an,
but he should not do them publicly. They were worried that their

women and children would follow him.

Ibn ad-Daghinah told Abii Bakr iz, the conditions of the
Quraysh and he returned to his house. He worshipped Allah
J&5%e  inside  his
house and didnt
recite the Qur'an

outside of it.

The thought then
occurred to Abu Bakr

L8V that he should
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build a Masjid in front of his house, where he could pray and recite
the Qur’an.

The women and children of the polytheists now started to gather
around him. They used to look at him and wonder

about what was being recited. Ab{i Bakr 224 was
aman who cried a lot. He couldn’t control himself
when he used to recite the Qur’an. This situation
scared the leaders of the Quraysh, so they sent for
Ibn ad-Daghinah.

When Ibn ad-Daghinah arrived, they told him that they had
accepted his protection for Abii Bakr 224z on the condition that
he worships inside his house, and he has transgressed that. He
has made a Masjid in front of his house, and he prays and recites
the Qur’an inside it. The Quraysh feared this would affect their
women and children, therefore he should be stopped.

Abii Bakr £24i; should also be told, that he can only worship his
Lord in the confines of his house. If he does not like it, then he
should release you from your obligation to protect him. The
Quraysh said they didn’t want to break their pact with Ibn ad-
Daghinah and could not tolerate Abii Bakr Z2fiiz; worshipping
openly.

Ibn ad-Daghinah came to see Abii Bakr 2z&is; and reminded him
of the conditions upon which he had given him protection. He
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should either abide by them or revoke his protection. He didn’t
want the Arabs to say that Ibn ad-Daghinah had given his
protection to a person and his people did not respect it. The
response of Abii Bakr 224z to Ibn ad-Daghinah was as follows:™

f

w,\); ’ _s/\?u:i;i 4l

*»

“Irevoke your pledge of protection and am satisfied with Allah’s
protection.”

Abii Bakr Ledis; didn’'t migrate to Abyssinia but very soon he
would be part of the most famous migration in the history of
mankind, the migration to Madinah.

B Sahth al-Bukhari 2297
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t was now the 10" year of Prophethood. The Muslims had left

the valley of Abi Talib and returned to Makkah. This year

became known as the ‘Year of Sorrow’ due to the events
which occurred in it.

Just a few days after returning to Makkah, either in the month of
Ramadan or Shawwal, Abt Talib, the uncle of Rasalullah
J4kdle passed away.

And either 3 or 5 days after that, the wife and companion of
Rasiilullah o4&z, the first person to accept Islam, Khadijah
Gediz; also left this world.

The Death of Abt Talib

Abii Talib was the paternal uncle of Rasiilullah J.E4ie. He had
looked after him since he was 8 years old. He had been his
protector during his Prophethood, much to the dismay of the
other Qurayshi chiefs. The last 3 years had been spent in
extremely difficult circumstances during the boycott, and now
the time had come for Aba Talib to leave this world.
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Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyab £z narrated from his father, “When Abii
Talib approached the time of death, Rasiilullah Az &4z came to
Abfi Talib and found that Abi Jahal ibn Hisham and ‘Abdullah ibn
Abii Ummayah were with him. Rasilullah J&5.&5{% said to Abad
Talib, ‘O uncle, say La ilaha illallah, a word I will testify for you
with it, with Allah’.

' Sahih al-Bukhari 1360
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Abii Jahal and ‘Abdullah ibn AbGi Ummayah said to Abai Talib, ‘Will
you turn away from the religion of ‘Abd al-Muttalib?’ Rasalullah
J54kdle continued to ask Abi Talib, whilst Abd Jahal and
‘Abdullah ibn Abi Ummayah kept on repeating what they were
saying. Until the last words that Aba Talib said were that he was

on the religion of ‘Abd al-Muttalib and refused to say La ilaha
illallah.

Rasiilullah 5.6 said, ‘T will continue to ask forgiveness for
you unless I am forbidden by Allah (&%= to do so.

Allah (&% then revealed this verse”

-
;o

5€ 35 &:waﬁbwu ) 58
15 @ ’"//}'\ofa/ ’\>}W\,} <.z /ﬁJT

“It is not for the Prophet (5.54{l) and those who believe that
they seek forgiveness for the polytheists, even if they were
relatives, after it has become clear to them that they are the
companions of the fire.”

5 Stirah at-Taubah Verse 113
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The Burial of Abti Talib
There is a Hadith in Sunan Nasa’i which tells us about the funeral
of Abii Talib. Abii Talib was also the father of ‘Al 2.
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‘Al %2z came to Rastlullah 5.2 and told him that his
father Aba Talib had passed away. Rasﬁlulléh Jasadeiiie told CAll
w\_}c) to go and bury his father. ‘Al il said to Rastlullah

Jsaedile that his father had died as a polythelst. Rasiilullah
Jc5Ed again told him to go and bury him.

After ‘All ez had buried Abii Talib, he returned to Rasiilullah
Josadile. Rasilullah d5akdfle then told “Ali el to take a
bath.

1 Sunan Nasa’'1 191
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The Death of Khadijah Gedis;

Rasiilullah 4544l had been married to Khadijah Gediz; for 25
years. A few days after returning from the valley of Abii Talib, she
also passed away. She was buried in Jannah al-Mu‘allah and was
laid in her resting place by Rastlullah J4E4{le himself. At that
time, there was no Janazah Salah.

Figure 7 - Jannah al-Mu‘allah

Khadijah @zl had supported Rastlullah .84 all her life.
She had been the first person to embrace Islam. Whilst Rastlullah
Jz54e4{ was married to her, he did not take any other wives. All
but one of the children of Rastlullah J&.&5{e, were from
Khadijah Gegiz.

n/: 4
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The Journey to Ta’if
he loss of Abii Talib meant that Rasilullah J4E4{e had
no helper or protector, and the death of Khadijah Gefi;
meant he had no one to console him.

Rasilullah 15 &4l made plans at the end of the month of
Shawwal in the 10" year of Prophethood to go to T2'if. The city of
Ta'if lies to the east of Makkah and is approximately 40 miles
away.

Figure 8 - Ta'if

Py

Rasiilullah 15.0e45{le thought, maybe the people in T@'if, the Banii
Thaqif, would accept his call towards Allah (&%= and become
his helpers and protectors. So, he left for Ta'if with Zayd ibn
Harithah 22,
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The Invitation to the Leaders

Rasilullah J55.&5{ arrived in Ta'if and presented Islam to three
brothers who were from among their leaders, ‘Abdu Yalayl,
Mas‘td and Habib ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘Umayr.

Rather than even listen to his call, they turned him away with
severe words. One of them said, “Couldn’t Allah J\&&2 find
anyone else apart from you, to send as a Messenger?” Another
took an oath that he wouldn’t even talk to him. They then told
the street urchins to pelt Rasilullah Jz.E4ie with stones and
mock him.

Rasilullah Jz5.&5{ was pelted
and he became wounded. When
Rasiilullah 5. would sit
down due to the pain caused by
the stones, they would lift him

up again, so they could throw
even more stones at him and

laugh.

Zayd ibn Harithah £e&i; who was with Rasilullah J25. 825 tried
his best to stop the stones from reaching him. He would shield
the blessed body of Rasilullah Jz5.Ed{i with his own and his
head became wounded. The feet of Rasiilullah 54 E4{e were so
injured, that they were also bleeding.
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‘Addas

On the way back from T#'if, Rastlullah . &4fie and Zayd &efis;
took refuge under a tree in a garden which belonged to ‘Utbah and
Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah. Rastlullah JZ.E{le then supplicated to
Allah &8s,

‘Utbah and Shaybah had been watching the helplessness of
Rasilullah J&5.E4{le and told their servant ‘Addas to take some
grapes to Rasiilullah J55.64{ in a platter and tell him to eat

some of them.

‘Addas put the grapes in front of the
Rasillullah J5:.Edjle who recited
Bismillah and started to eat
them. ‘Addas said, “I swear by my
Lord that there is no one in this town

who says these words”. Rasilullah

Jz4 kil asked him where he was from and what religion he
followed.

‘Addas said that he was from Nineveh and followed the Christian
faith. Rastlullah Jz4E4{e asked him if it was the same Nineveh
in which the pious servant of Allah 1&%\=, Ytnus ibn Matta
Pl used to live. ‘Addas asked Rastilullah sl what he
knew about him.

Rasiilullah Jz.Ed{e said, “My brother was a Prophet, and I am a
Prophet also”. ‘Addas then kissed the forehead, hands, and feet of

79|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 3 - The Trials & Tribulations of the Early Muslims

Rasiilullah 55464 and bore witness that he was the Prophet
and servant of Allah J\&H.

When ‘Addas returned, ‘Utbah and Shaybah asked him why he
was kissing the hands and feet of Rastlullah J&.Eifie. ‘Addas
said, “O my masters, there is nothing in this world better than
him, he has told me of things which only a Prophet would know”.
The brothers then told him that this man may turn you away from
your religion and your religion is superior to his.

The Angels Offer

On one occasion, ‘A’ishah Gz&i; asked Rastlullah Jafeaiie if
there had ever been a day more severe on him, than the day of
Uhud? Rasiilullah 455.€5{e replied, that her people had caused
her a lot of problems (meaning the Quraysh), however what was
even more troublesome than that, was the day of Al-‘Aqabah,
when he presented himself to Ibn ‘Abdu Yalayl ibn ‘Abd Kulal and
he didn’t accept his invitation as he had intended.

Rasiilullah J&.e4fle said he had left
from there and was very upset. He

ol L g

carried on and reached Qarn al- ‘ 3
Tha‘alib. He then looked up and p
saw that a cloud was shadowing | /
him and Jibril 32 was there. - "
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Jibril Nk called Rastlullah Jasdeifle and said “Allah 16582
has heard what the people have said to you and how they replied
toyou. Allah (&%= has sent the Angel of the mountains so you

can give him any command you want to, regarding these people”.

The Angel of the Mountains then called out to Raslullah
Jasdile and presented his greetings to him. He said, “O
Muhammad (4z54£4{), command me as you wish. If you wish, I
can make these two mountains (between which the people of
Makkah and T2'if used to reside) fall upon them”.

Rasiilullah d5.E4le said “No, I have hope that Allah (&5
will bring such people in their progeny who will only worship Him

and not join any partners with Him”.
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The Jinns Listen to the Call
On the way back from Ta'if, Rastilullah J5.&4ie stayed for a few
days in Nakhlah.

One-night Rastlullah J&.&4{ie was reading Salah when a group
of 7 Jinns from Nasibin passed by him. They stood and listened to
Rasilullah Jo5.&4{e reciting the Qur'an and then went back to
their people. Rasiilullah d5.E4{le had no knowledge that they
had been there until Allah &% sent the following Revelation:
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' Stirah al-Ahqaf Verses 29-32
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“And (recall) when We directed a group of Jinns towards you,
listening to the Qur’an. So, when they attended it, they said
(to each other), ‘Keep quiet’. Then once it was over, they went
back to their people as warners. (29)

They said, ‘O our people, we have heard a book sent down after
Miisa (32liae), confirming what was before it, which guides to
the truth and to a straight path. (30)

O our people, respond to Allah’s herald, and believe in him, and
(once you do that,) Allah will forgive your sins for you, and will
save you from a painful punishment. (31) The one who does not
respond to Allah’s herald is not (able) to frustrate (Allah by
escaping) in the land, and for him there are no supporters
besides Him. Such people are in open error. (32)"”
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The Return to Makkah

When Rastilullah 4.5l and Zayd 224 approached Makkah,
Zayd 124l asked Rastlullah 15,840, how would they enter the
city. Rastlullah Jz54E4 said that Allah (G582 would find a
way out for them from this predicament.

They reached the cave of Hira” and sent a message to Akhnas ibn
Shariq asking if Rastilullah Jzakdfie
could enter Makkah under his

protection. Akhnas replied that

he was an ally of the
Quraysh, so he could not
help.

Rasillullah J5.Edfle then asked Suhayl ibn ‘Amr. He also
refused. He then asked Al-Mut‘im ibn ‘Adiy if he could enter
Makkah under his protection. Al-Mut‘im agreed and called his
sons and other people from his clan to come with their weapons
and wait at the doors of the Masjid.

Al-Mut‘im proclaimed in front of the Quraysh that he had given
protection to Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{lz and no one should object to

him.

Rasilullah J544fle entered the Masjid and kissed Al-Hajr al-
Aswad. He then performed Tawaf, read 2 Rak‘ah and returned to
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his home. During this time, Al-Mut‘im and his sons created a
circle around the Rastlullah JosEdiie.

Many years later, on the day of the battle of Badr, Rastlullah
Jc54edile remembered Al-Mut‘im’s favour. The Muslims had
many captives and Rasilullah 15565 said, “If Al-Mut‘im ibn
‘Adiy was alive today and was to ask me about these people, then
I would release them all due to his favour”.

85|Page



Sirah of Muhammad & Volume 3 - The Trials & Tribulations of the Early Muslims

s Islam started to flourish, more people were embracing

the true religion. The enmity of the Quraysh also

increased, as this new religion could affect their
authority, position, and control amongst the Arabs. Islam invited
people towards worshipping the One True God and told people to
turn away from polytheism.

Many leaders of the Quraysh openly persecuted the new
followers. The poor and destitute Muslims suffered greatly at the
hands of these people. Amongst the enemies of Islam were ‘Amr
ibn Hisham or Ab Jahl as Rasiilullah 454E4fle named him, Aba
Lahab, the uncle of Rasiilullah dz4£4{(=, Umayyah and Ubay ibn
Khalaf and many more. They would use whatever means they
could to try and turn the new followers away from Islam.

Many Muslims suffered at their hands including Bilal e4is;, the

family of ‘Ammar ibn Yasir &, Suhayb 24l and Khabbab

222 551~

iz, The Companions #zfiz; remained patient and steadfast
throughout these trials and Allah JG%E elevated their

statuses.

Meanwhile, the Quraysh continued asking Rasiilullah ke
question after question, and demanded miracles, like splitting the
moon in two. Allah (&% caused this to happen, but still, this
did not satisfy them.
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To escape persecution, some of the Muslims emigrated to
Abyssinia, the land of Najjashi who was a just Christian King.

The first migration ended when the Muslims returned to Makkah
after they had falsely heard the Quraysh had embraced Islam.

The second migration was much larger. Over 100 Companions
#efiz,, men and women migrated to Abyssinia. They lived there
in peace, free to practice Islam without any persecution. The
Quraysh then sent a delegation to convince Najjashi to send them
back. This resulted in an audience between the King, the
delegation, and the Muslims.

After hearing the words of the Noble Qur’an, Najjashi told the
Muslims they could stay and live there in peace. He would not

surrender them under any circumstances whatsoever.

Allah 1G5l had already strengthened Islam with Hamzah

iefiz. Rasulullah Jz5.:5{> now supplicated to Allah JiS82 to
further strengthen his religion with either Aba Jahal or ‘Umar

}/} Y

“\}’J

‘Umar £ediz; had gone with sword in hand to put an end to
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4i, but his attention was diverted to the house
of his sister Fatimah Gz&ile;. He arrived at the sound of the
recitation of the Holy Qur an and was greatly angered when he
realised both his sister and brother-in-law had started to follow
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the way of Rasiilullah J5.5{i. He fell upon his brother-in-law
and even hurt his sister.

‘Umar £edi; calmed down and read the words of the Revelation.
He asked to be taken to Rastlullah Jz5.€4{i>. The supplication of
Rastlullah .2 was answered and ‘Umar %8y entered
into the fold of Islam.

The Quraysh now decided to boycott the Muslims and their
supporters. This would continue until Rastlullah J&akifie is
handed over to them. No one could talk to them, marry them or
trade with them. The terms were written on a document and
hung inside the Ka‘bah.

Abii Talib, along with the rest of the Banii Hashim and Bani al-
Muttalib left Makkah and moved away to a valley. It was a time of
intense hardship for the Muslims and their supporters who stayed
there.

The boycott was finally broken when a group of people from the
Quraysh took steps to try and break it. Furthermore, Rastlullah
Jz54k4ke, had been given divine news that the document upon
which the terms of the boycott had been written, had been eaten
away.

Abii Talib informed the Quraysh of what Rasiilullah Jzs44{i had
told him and gave them an ultimatum. If the words of Rastilullah
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Jsadeifiie were lies, he would hand him over, if not then the

boycott should be cancelled.

The document was checked, and they found that Rasalullah
14045l had spoken to truth. The boycott was finally broken.

The 10" year of Prophethood was known as the ‘Year of Sorrow’
due to the death of Abii Talib and Khadijah @efiz. Khadijah
Gediss, the wife of Rastilullah Jz5.4{fe was the first to answer his
call and had been with him all these years providing him support.
She passed away after 25 years of marriage with Rastlullah
154k, On the other hand, Abi Talib, the uncle who had
protected him since he was 8 years old, died without embracing.

Rasiilullah 5.6 then journeyed to Ta'if, to invite the Banil
Thaqif towards Islam. He was not received in a polite manner and
the street urchins were sent after him and Zayd %z who had

accompanied him.

They were pelted with stones relentlessly as they left the town
and took refuge in a garden where they met ‘Addas, who
originated from Nineveh, the town of Yiinus =ik,

Allah G582 then sent Jibril MEike and the Angel of the
mountains, who would do what Rasilullah JsEde
commanded. Even after all the pain and hurt the people had
caused him, Rastilullah J55.45{e supplicated for their progeny
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saying he hoped there would be people from them who will only
worship Allah  J&%EsZ and not join partners with
Him. Rasiilullah .64 then travelled back to Makkah and
entered under the protection of Al-Mut‘im ibn Adiy.

The first ten years of Prophethood had been very testing, but the
number of Muslims was ever increasing, and their faith was

becoming ever stronger. The Quraysh were running out of ideas
and soon Rasiilullah 5. would tell them of the most
miraculous journey ever undertaken by any man. A journey
which would take him to the furthest Masjid and then onto the
Heavens themselves.
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sirah of Mubammad g - A new series of books detailing the complete life of
Rasilullah J=. &5, The third volume discusses the time period between the
3 and lﬂ'i_t,rem of Prophethood. During this time, Rastlullah j‘:..j,_f:'.i‘ﬁrp and
his Companions 3=l faced many trials and tribulations. These ranged from
individual persecution to a total boycott of the Muslims and their supporters
by the Quraysh.

“I had a cursory glance at these booklets and felt that this bitesize mode of
presenting the Sirah is beneficial for young people. Masjids and schools can
use these resources to teach the Sirah. One of the unique aspects of these
booklets is that they feature diagrams, maps, photos, charts, and tables, which

makes it easier for readers and learners to digest the information.

We live in challenging times, and it is very important to instil the love of our
beloved Prophet doiuiciille- within the hearts and minds of people. It has
become all the more important in this digital and fast-moving age to develop
educational initiatives that are underpinned with making our beloved Prophet
5@l the role model. An important step to achieving this iz to learn about

the life of the Prophet o c8z-." Dr MufH Yusuf Shabbir
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