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Part 28 - The Battle of Mu’tah

Rasilullah J.E4l> had made the journey from Madinah to
Makkah in the month of Dhul Qa‘dah, in the 7% year of Hijrah. The
previous year, the Muslims had been denied entry into Makkah to
perform ‘Umrah, but the treaty of Hudaybiyah had been agreed in
which one of the conditions was for the Muslims to return to
Makkah the following year.

Rasillullah Jo.Ei{le entered the Holy city of Makkah and
performed ‘Umrah with his Companions #zdiz. They were
allowed to stay for three days. During this time, Rastlullah
Jc5:645{c> married Maymiinah bint al-Harith Gegizs. According to
ibn Sa‘ad, this was the final marriage of Rasiilullah 5.4, He
did not take any more wives after this.

Rasilullah Jz.Ed{le sent a request to the Quraysh asking if he
could extend his stay, so he could perform the Walimah of his
marriage. The request was denied, so Rasilullah J&. & left

Makkah immediately with his Companions #z{is;.

Abii Rafi¢ £e4i;, the servant of Rastilullah J25.825( was left with
Maymiinah Gz, He brought her to a place outside Makkah
called Sarif where she met Rasilullah J&.Ed(le and they

travelled north to Madinah.
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During the stay in Makkah, the daughter of Hamzah #c{i; came
out calling for Rasiilullah 4544w as he was leaving According
to other narrations, Zayd ibn Harithah #c&is brought her with
him. There were three Companions &<z, who all wanted to look
after her. These were ‘Ali, Zayd and Ja‘far #c{is;. Rastlullah
148> made the decision that she should stay with Ja‘far
ez, as he was married to her maternal aunt and the maternal
aunt is like the mother.

Islam was now on the rise. More and more people were now
coming into the fold of Islam. It was during this time when many
great personalities like, Khalid ibn al-walid, ‘Uthman ibn Talhah
and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As #c4iz; came into the fold of Islam.

After the treaty of Hudaybiyah, Khalid ibn al-Walid £2&i; thought
that the strength and might of the Quraysh had now finished.
Should he travel to Hiragla and become or Jew or Christian or wait
and see what happens. It was during this time, Rastlullah
J540e25 came to perform ‘Umrah. Walid ibn al-Walid 2255, the
brother of Khalid ibn al-Walid £24is; had already embraced Islam
and came looking for his brother but was unable to find him.

Walid ibn al-Walid 2z4is5 then wrote a letter to his brother,
expressing his amazement how an intelligent person like him had
not entered the fold of Islam. He also mentioned how Rasalullah
Jc5: (> was also surprised. When Khalid ibn al-Walid gz
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read the letter, his yearning for Islam increased and he made the
intention to travel to Madinah and see Rasiilullah JZ5.E5{e.

Khalid ibn al-Walid £24is; decided to ask some of his friends, to
see if they would accompany him. He asked Safwan ibn Ummayah
and Tkrimah ibn Abu Jahl. He was rebuked by both and they
refused to go with him.

Khalid ibn al-Walid £24is; then asked ‘Uthman ibn Talhah 2z4is.
‘Uthman ibn Talhah 24z, agreed to go with him and they started
to make their way to Madinah. Along the way they met ‘Amr ibn
al-‘As L2l who also had the same intention.

The three Companions #:4i; entered Madinah and put their

camels to rest. They then went to Rasilullah Jz.&4fle and
pledged their allegiance.
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The Battle of Mu’tah

fter coming back to Madinah, Rasiilullah spent the month
of Dhul Hijjah in Madinah. During this time, the
polytheists supervised the Hajj in Makkah.

It was now the beginning of the 8" Year of Hijrah and Rasiilullah
sk spent the first four months in Madinah. In the month
of Jumada al-Ula’, he sent a force towards Sham. The force would
eventually meet the enemy in a place called Mu’tah, which was in
the region of Balqa, close to the ‘Dead Sea’. You can see from the
map below, the present-day location of Mu'tah in Jordan.
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The Letter

Rasilullah {544l had sent letters to the leaders and kings of
the surrounding nations and empires. One of these letters was
sent with Harith ibn ‘Umayr izl to Shurahbil ibn ‘Amr
Ghassani. He was the deputy in charge of Sham on behalf of
Hiraqla, the emperor of Rome.

ér—-"‘d When Harith ibn ‘Umayr iefis; arrived at
' |  Mu'tah with the letter, he was killed upon the
order of Shurahbil. When Rasiilullah Jz.Ediie

’.‘ 4 received news of this, he was very upset.
s—- —-i Messengers from other leaders were supposed
to be treated with respect. This act was extremely dishonourable
and a heinous crime. Due to this, Rastlullah J&ak4ie sent an

/’/,a//

army of 3,000 Companions #&is; towards Sham.

The Army

In Sahih al-Bukhari, in a Hadith narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar
ez, he mentions that Zayd ibn Harithah £e&is; was made the
Commander of the army for the battle of Mu’tah.
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‘Rastlullah Jz5.84{ said ‘If Zayd L2 gets killed, then Ja‘far
ibn Abii Talib el (will become the Commander), if he gets
killed then ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah t&is;.”

This expedition was also known as ‘Jaysh al-Umara”, which means
‘Army of the leaders’.

The Advice

Zayd ibn Harithah 24 was given a white flag by Rasiilullah
548, He was then told to go to the locality where Harith ibn
‘Umayr 224l had been martyred and invite the local people who
lived there towards Islam. If they embraced, then that would be
good. Otherwise, he should supplicate to Allah (&% for help
and assistance and then confront them.

Rasilullah Jz.E4{le accompanied the army until they reached
Thaniyat al-Wada‘. He then stopped and advised the army as
follows:

e At all times remain God conscious and devout
e Look after your companions

! Sahih al-Bukhari 4261
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e In Allah’s path, in his name, confront those who have
denied the truth

e Do not abuse anyone’s trust or rebel

e Do not hurt any child, woman, or elderly person

When the army was about to leave, ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah
iz, started to weep. He was asked, what has caused him to cry.
‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah 25 replied:

‘Know this, by Allah, I have no love for this world, and I am not
distracted by yourselves. But I heard Rastlullah
Jz4kdle reciting a verse from the book of Allah in which the

fire was mentioned:

“There is none among you who does not have to arrive at it
(meaning the Sirat, a bridge over Hell). This is undertaken by
your Lord as an absolute decree, bound to be enforced.”

? Stirah Maryam - verse 71
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I do not know how I will return after I pass over it.’

The Muslims then said:

G lo ) 1555 e 5355 4Dl i

‘May Allah J&5%\e2 be with you and protect you and bring you
back to us safely.’

‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah #z4is; said some couplets asking for

forgiveness from Allah 1G5\ and asking him for martyrdom.
He then went to Rasiilullah J5.£4(% and bade him farewell.

As the army started to march forward, Rasilullah JosEdiie
accompanied them until the time came for him to bid farewell.
‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah %z4i; then said:

‘May peace remain on the one who I said goodbye to amid the
palms, the best companion and friend.’
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he Muslim army set out from Madinah and started to

make their way north. Shurahbil found out that the

Muslim army were making their way towards Sham and
prepared an army of more than 100,000. Hiragla also arrived at
Balqa’ to aid Shurahbil with another 100,000 soldiers. The total
size of the force facing the Muslims was 200,000!

The Muslim army reached a village called Ma‘an and received
news that 200,000 armed soldiers had gathered at Balqa’ lying in
wait for them. The army stayed in Ma‘n for 2 nights and
discussed what their next steps should be. One opinion was to
inform Rasiilullah J5.04{(e about the situation and then wait for
his command and reinforcements. To this ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah

5%

Ledll; said:

‘0 people, by Allah, that matter which you find undesirable, is
the martyrdom you have come out for. And we do not fight
them because of strength or large numbers, we don’t fight them
except for this religion which Allah has honoured us with, so get
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up and go, we will get one of the 2 bounties, either we will be
victorious or gain martyrdom.’

The people said, by Allah what ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah &edi; said
is the truth. The Muslim army numbering only 3,000 then made
their way towards Mu’tah to encounter the enemy numbering

200,000.
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The Battle

oth armies faced each other on the battlefield The
Muslim army had Qutbah ibn Qatadah &zl overlooking
the right wing and “‘Ubaya ibn Malik a,é\}@ over the left.

The Martyrdom of Zayd ibn Harithah 24z

Zayd ibn Harithah &4z went forward with the standard of the
Muslim army. The Roman army brought him down with their
spears. As a result, he lost a lot of blood and attained martyrdom.

Figure 1 - The Tomb of Zayd ibn Harithah z4ikz;
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The Martyrdom of Ja‘far ibn Abii Talib &2

After the demise of Zayd ibn Harithah 224y, Ja far ibn Abu Talib
ieizz; took up the standard of the Muslim army and went forward
fighting. He was surrounded by the enemy and his horse also got
injured. He then got off his horse and started to fight bravely. He
would engage the enemy and recite the following couplets:

How lovely is Jannah and its close places
How pure and cool is its water
And the punishment for the Romans has come near
The disbelievers and their lineage are so far from us
It is incumbent upon me, that when I meet them, I confront them

As Ja‘far Ledi; was confronting the enemy, his right hand got cut
off. He then took the standard of the army and held it in his left
hand. The left hand of Ja‘far £24i; also now got cut off. He then
held the standard to his chest. Ja‘far 25 continued fighting in

15|Page



Part 28 - The Battle of Mu’tah

this way until he was also martyred. In return for this, Allah
A& 8L granted Ja“far £2dis; two wings in Jannah, hence he was
known as ‘Dhul Janahayn’.
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“Abdullah ibn ‘Umar £28i; reports ‘I was with them in this
battle (Mu’tah), and we searched for Ja“far ibn Abii Talib Ledi;
(on the battlefield). We found him with the bodies of the
martyrs, and we found more than 90 wounds on his body caused

by stabs or shots (of arrows).’

* Sahih al-Bukhari 4261
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Figure 2 - The Tomb of Ja‘far ibn Abi1 Talib 4z4ikzy
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The Martyrdom of ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah &4z

After Jafar iz, was martyred, ‘Abdullah 1bn Rawahah
£efis; picked up the standard of the Muslim army. He started to
advance on his horse but sensed some hesitation, so he pressured
himself to go forward. He recited some couplets addressing
himself, then dismounted from his horse.

A cousin of ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah £efis approached him and
gave him a bone, telling him to strengthen himself with it, as he
hadn’t eaten for many days. He took the bone and sucked it only
once. He then threw it away and again addressed himself saying
that people were fighting, and he busy with the world.

‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah iz took his sword and went forward
into the battlefield. He fought bravely until he was also martyred.
The standard for the army then fell from his hand.

F igue 3-The Tom f ‘dldh ibn Rawahah <24z
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The Standard

Thabit ibn Agram £efiz; now took the standard of the Muslim
army in his hands. He called out to the Muslims and told them to
agree on a leader among them. The people replied that he was
their leader, and they were all happy with him. Thabit ibn Aqram
iz did not assume the leadership but took the standard and
placed it in the hands of Khalid ibn al-Walid £z&is5. Thabit ibn
Aqram £2di; told Khalid ibn al-Walid 224z that he familiar with
the art warfare.

Khalid ibn al-Walid £edis; took a while to agree, but all the
Muslims were agreed upon him being their leader. Khalid ibn al-
Walid £edi; took the standard, went forward, and fought with
great bravery.

Khalid ibn al-Walid 25 said, “On the day of Mu’tah, 9 swords
broke in my hand and the only sword that was left was a Yemeni

sword of mine”.

* Sahih al-Bukhari 4266
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The Strategy

The following day, Khalid ibn al- Walid 2z&is; changed the battle
lines. He moved the forward line to the back and swapped the
right and left flanks. When the enemy saw this, they thought that

new reinforcements had arrived.

RN

~N— Y! 7

Ibn Sa‘ad, Abili ‘Amir £efiz; says that when Khalid ibn al-walid
ez attacked the Romans, he dealt such a defeat to them that

he had never seen a defeat like this ever.
Allah 1G5 then gave Khalid ibn al-Walid 3,5\’_;@ victory. When

the Romans retreated, Khalid ibn al-Walid #2545 decided not to
lay chase to them. He took his army and returned to Madinah.
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The Martyrs

There was a total of 12 Companions #z4iz; who were martyred in
this battle as follows:
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Zayd ibn Harithah &z4is
Ja‘far ibn Aba Talib a8
‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah e
Mas‘id ibn al- Aswad Lesy

Wahb ibn Sa‘ad &e5is
‘Abbad ibn Qays é.égﬁg

Al-Harith ibn Nu‘man &2
Suraqah ibn ‘Amr Ledis;

Abii Kulayb ibn ‘Amr ibn Zayd &edis;
Jabir ibn ‘Amr ibn Zayd £efiz;

‘Amr ibn Sa‘ad ibn al-Harith %L}@
‘Amir ibn Sa‘ad ibn al-Harith ez

Figure 4 - Site of the Battle of Mu'tah
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The News

n the day of the battle of Mu’tah, when the leaders were

falling, Allah ;%2 showed Rastilullah Js4&4f e what

was happening hundreds of miles away whilst he was in
Madinah.

Rastlullah Jz.eid{ic gathered the Companions #:dis by
announcing ‘Assalatu Jami‘ah’. He then climbed upon the pulpit
and could see what was happening on the battlefield, relating the
information to the Companions #cfi,.

Rasilullah d5. &4 said that Zayd &g

held the standard of Islam and fought
bravely until he was martyred and entered

Jannah.,  After Zayd iedis;, Jafar £efiss

took up the standard and fought bravely

until he was also martyred. Ja‘far &gz

has entered Jannah and is flying with the
Angels with two wings.

After this ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah #24i; took up the standard.

Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{> mentioned this, then remained quiet for a
while. The Ansar saw this and got worried and thought maybe
‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah 24z has done some action which has

caused Rasiilullah J5.65{( to remain quiet.

22|Page



Part 28 - The Battle of Mu’tah

After a while Rasiilullah 1z E4{e continued and said, ‘Abdullah
ibn Rawahah izfiz; also fought bravely until he was also

martyred. All three of these have been lifted to Jannah and are
sitting on golden thrones.

Rasilullah {54kl was saying these words whilst tears were
flowing from his eyes. He then said, one of the swords from the
swords of Allah (&%= has taken up the standard and fought
until Allah 1G5\ granted the Muslims victory. This sword was
none other than Khalid ibn al-Walid 2.

In another narration, Rastilullah J25.&45{(% said ‘Oh Allah, Khalid
is a sword from one of your swords, You alone can help him’. From

that day Khalid ibn Al-Walid 24l became famous with the name

‘Sayfullah’ (sword of Allah).
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The Household of Ja‘far : el

fter Rasilullah 45.kifle had finished relating the

incident to the Companions #2455, he went to the house

of Jafar #e&dis; and called his children. Rasilullah
Jc548e8i passed his blessed hands over their heads whilst he was
crying.

Asma’ bint ‘Umays Gediz;, the wife of Jafar sefiiss realised that
something had happened. She asked Rasiilullah J5.&5{e why he
was crying and if he had received some news about Ja‘far £efiz;
and his companions. Rasiilullah J&.&ifle replied that Ja‘far
ez, had been martyred that day. Asma’ bint ‘Umays Gedis; let
out a scream and a number of women gathered around her.

Rasilullah J5. &4l went to
his own house and asked his
family to cook food and send
it for the family of Ja‘far
iz, as they were busy in

their  grief. Rastlullah
Jakdfle himself was also greatly affected by this loss and
remained in the Masjid for three days.

Khalid ibn al-Walid £z brought the Muslim army back to
Madinah. When they were near, Rasiilullah J&.&4fle and the
other Companions #24i; came out to meet them.
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The Sariyah of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As Le&is;
In the month of Jumada al-Thani in 8 year of Hijri, Rastilullah

A5k received news that a group from the Bant Quda‘ah was
preparing to attack Madinah.

Rasilullah Jo.Ed{e sent ‘Amr ibn al-As
ez, with 330 people in the direction of
Dhat al-Salasil. Dhah al-Salasil was located
behind wadi al-Qura’ and was 10 days

journey from Madinah. The small army

comprised of 300 foot soldiers and 30 cavalry.

When they arrived close to their destination, they found out that
the enemy had gathered a massive force to confront them. The
army decided to momentarily halt their advance and Rafi¢ ibn
Mukith %z was sent to Rastlullah ds.fedfie requesting

reinforcements.

Rasillullah J5.kdfle accepted their request and sent Abi
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah ez with 200 people to go and help
them. Abii Bakr and ‘Umar &4z were also in this contingent.
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{e gave them advice to go and join ‘Amr ibn al-
As L4 and stressed the need for unity and harmony.

Abii ‘Ubaydah 224z reached there and the time for Salah arrived.

Abi ‘Ubaydah £4is; wanted to lead the Salah but ‘Amr ibn al-As
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ez, reminded him that he was the leader of the army and Abdi
‘Ubaydah 24, had come to help them.

Abii ‘Ubaydah £24is; said that he was the leader of his group and
‘Amr ibn al-As 3 /L}@ was the leader of his group. After a while,
Abil ‘Ubaydah &8s said that when he was leaving, Rastlullah
ozl had gwen him advice that they should follow each
other and not have any differences, therefore he would follow
‘Amr ibn al-As 2. ‘Amr ibn al-As 24z then used to lead the
salah and Abii ‘Ubaydah 225 would join the other Companions
#efiz, and read behind him.

The two contingents of the Muslim army now joined forced and
attacked the Banti Quda‘ah. The enemy were in awe of the Muslim
army and ran away, dispersing in different directions. News of the
victory was sent with ‘Auf ibn Malik Zedis to Rasilullah
Jasadeiie in Madinah.

‘Amr ibn al-As #e4is; stayed there for a few days and sent out
riders in different directions. They used to come back

with camels and goats, which were then
cooked and eaten by the Muslim army.
After this, the Muslim force returned
victorious to Madinah.
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The Sariyah of Abi ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah

n the month of Rajjab, Rastlullah J&.Ed{l> sent Aba
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah se4is; at the head of 300 people to Sayf

al-Bahr, towards the tribe of Juhaynah. “‘Umar ibn al-Khattab

ez and Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah 224t were also in this army.

While the army was leaving, Rastilullah Jz.£4{e gave them a bag
of dates as provisions for the expedition. The Companions #z&iz;
ate the dates to sustain themselves and after this, they used to

suck on the date stones and drink water.

When the date stones also ran out,
they used to shake leaves from the
trees, wet them with water and
then eat them. By eating the leaves,

the Companions #z4i; injured their
mouths and lips. In one narration it
mentions that they ate ‘khabt” which means the desert bushes.
Hence this expedition was also known as ‘Jaysh al-Khabt’.

The army reached the sea shore and were struggling with hunger
when suddenly Allah J&;%52 sent them some help. A large sea
creature was thrown from the sea onto the sea shore. This fish
was so large, that the Companions #z4i; ate from it for a month
according to some narrations.
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By eating the fish, they got back all their strength and became
well again. This fish was known as al-‘Anbar.

Abii ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah 2z4is; took one of the ribs of the fish
and stood it up. He then saddled the largest animal and one of the
tallest soldiers was asked to ride the animal under the rib. The
companion did as he was told and managed to go under the rib

without touching it. This showed how big the fish was.

During this expedition, there were no hostilities and the army
arrived back in Madinah. They told Rastlullah jZ5.&5{e about
the fish and he said that this was sustenance from Allah J\&4\2.
He then asked, if there was any meat left from the fish, they
should bring it to him. He was given some of the meat and he ate
it.
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u'tah is the name of a place in modern day Jordan,

close to the ‘Dead Sea’. Rasiilullah 4544 had sent

Harith ibn ‘Umayr iz to Shurahbil ibn ‘Amr
Ghassani with a letter inviting him to Islam. Harith ibn ‘Umayr
iz had been killed and this was the reason Rasiilullah
Jsaedflesent an army of 3,000 to this place.

Rastlullah Jz5.%4k> made Zayd ibn Harithah £25i; the leader of
the army and had given instruction that if he falls, then Ja‘far ibn
Abii Talib £24i% should become the leader, and if he also falls then
‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah 22dis. If he also then falls, the army
should select a leader from among themselves.

Shurahbil gathered an army of 100,000 and Hiragla also came to
his aid with another 100,000. The Muslim army was against heavy
odds, more than sixty enemy soldiers to one Muslim soldier. Both
armies met in Mu’'tah and the Companions #z&is; fought bravely.
Zayd #c8is; advanced with the standard of the Muslim army in
hand. He fought bravely until he was martyred. Ja‘far 25 then
took up the standard and he was also martyred. ‘Abdullah ibn al-
Rawahah 224is; then took it up and was also martyred.

As per the instructions of Rasiilullah J5.€4{, the Muslims then
had to choose a leader. They rallied around Khalid ibn al-Walid
ez and made him their leader. He changed the formation of
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the army causing confusion in the ranks of the enemy force. He
then led the army back to Madinah.

Whilst the battle was ongoing, Allah J&;%-. showed Rasiilullah
15440 what was happening, and he gathered the Companions

#:e4iz. He told them how all three of the leaders had become
martyred and entered Jannah.

Rasilullah Jo.Ed{le continued to send out expeditions in
different directions. Upon receiving news of an impending attack
on Madinah, ‘Amr ibn al-As %24l was sent to Dhat al-Salasil.
When the army found out that the enemy had amassed a large
force, reinforcements were requested. Rasilullah J. il sent
‘Abdullah ibn al-Rawahah 2l with another contingent to
support ‘Amr ibn al-As 2250 . The united Muslim army then
launched an attack on the Bant Quda‘ah and were victorious.

Another expedition was sent under the leadership of Aba
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah zz4iss5. The army ran out of provisions and
were surviving by eating the leaves off trees which had been
soaked in water. Allah (&% provided a large fish for them as
sustenance and the Companions #z4is; ate for many days from
this fish. They even took some of the meat back with them to
Madinah and Rastilullah 1z5.E4{ ate from it.

Very soon, the Quraysh would break the terms of the treaty of
Hudaybiyah resulting in the conquest of Makkah.
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