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Introduction

begin in the name of Allah (&%= Lord of the Worlds and
sending Peace and Salutations on our beloved Rastlullah
Ikl

Allah 1G58 has blessed the believers with many days
throughout the year which hold special significance. On these
days, a believer can attain special reward by carrying out specific
acts of worship, like fasting in the days of Ramadan or fasting on
the day of ‘Ashiira’. Many of these days hold significance due to
certain acts of worship and religious rituals only being valid on
those special days.

The month of Dhul Hijjah has more special days and rituals than
any other time in the Islamic Year. We have the Hajj and all the
special days in Hajj, the day of Eid al-Adha, the Takbir of Tashrig,
and the Udhiyah or Qurbani - the ritual sacrifice.

We are all familiar about these rituals and events, but do we know
the basis behind the actions we perform on these days? What is
the evidence behind these actions? Do we know why we recite the
Takbir of Tashrik, why we go for Hajj or why do we perform the
Udhiyah?
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Each year during the sermon for Eid al-Adha, many of these topics
are discussed and explained, however these are subjects which
should be common knowledge, enabling us to stay in constant
preparation for these special days and the rituals within.
Furthermore, many of our sisters and younger members of our
community do not get the opportunity to listen to these annual

sermons so are unaware of this important information.

Many actions done within our Hajj and ‘Umrah, have a reason and
wisdom behind them, and if we knew these reasons, it would make
all of our actions even more meaningful whilst performing them.

With this in mind, I decided to develop one of my personal Eid
sermons into a small booklet which will Insha’Allah help educate
us all on these subjects. T also thought it would be a good idea to
briefly talk about the Hajj of Rasiilullah d5.dfic so we can
understand how it was performed in those days.

To help me with this, I used references from the book Tuhfatul
Alma‘i by Mufti Sa‘idd Ahmad Palanpuri Zii5, which is a
commentary on the amazing compilation of Hadith, Jami® al-
Tirmidhi. With regards to the Quranic references, I have used the
translation by Mufti Taqi Uthmani Hafizahullah. May Allah
JE5% L grant the highest status to Mufti Sa‘idd Ahmad Palanpuri
4055 who sadly left us earlier this year and give Mufti Taqi
Uthmani Hafizahullah the ability to continue guiding and

teaching us for many more years to come.
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The book was revised in 2020, as I had been asked to clarify a few
details on the Udhiyah. I had also done some more research on
the Hajj of Rasiilullah J=54£4(% so had decided to incorporate it
into the 2" edition.

This year, I have reformatted the booklet and added some extra
information around the basis of some of our actions during this
month. I have also expanded on the section describing the Hajj of
Rasilullah Jz.E4{le using the book ‘Hajjatul Wida® by Shaykh

T s

Zakariya Kandhlavi &z,

I pray that Allah 1556\ accepts this succinct piece of work and
makes it a means of drawing us closer to him and understanding
the basis and reasoning behind our actions during the special
month of Dhul Hijjah.

Ebrahim Noor - 24" Dhul Qa‘dah 1444 AH (13" June 2023)
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The Month of Dhul Hijjah
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Allah (&%= says:
“Surely, the number of months according to Allah is twelve (as
written) in the Book of Allah on the day He created the Heavens

and the Earth, of which there are four sacred months. That is the
right faith. So, do not wrong yourself therein.”

There are twelve months in the Islamic Calendar and four of these
months are sacred as Allah (&% has mentioned. These four
months are:

» Rajab
» Dhul Qa‘dah
» Dhul Hijjah

» Muharram

! Stirah at-Tawbah Verse 36
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The month of Rajab occurs around the middle of the year, whilst
the last three months are all consecutive, with Dhul Hijjah being
the final month in the Islamic Calendar and Muharram the first
month. It was only decided during the time of ‘Umar £efi that
Muharram would be the first month, as this was the month in
which Rasiilullah 45.%4{le made the intention to migrate to
Madinah.

The month of Dhul Hijjah is associated with the annual
pilgrimage, the Hajj which occurs from the 8 till the 12, The
first 10 days of this month also hold special significance.

Allah (&% says:

(@) 22 Jds (@)

“By the daybreak and the ten nights.”

The Mufassirtin have said that the 10 nights mentioned in these
verses, are the 10 nights/days of Dhul Hijjah. Allah (&% takes
an oath on these days, so we can see how important they are.

? Stirah al-Fajr Verses 1-2
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Rewardable actions in the 10 days of Dhul Hijjah

here are some special acts of worship which can be

performed in these days which can earn a believer special

reward. The Ahadith below explain and show the reward
of these actions.

Fasting in the 10 days of Dhul Hijjah
JB ey ade anl Lo D e
m;\@ﬂ;wwas °\4mgs
Pk et 20 3 222 iy e 235 o
L aE

Abii Hurayrah g narrated that Rastlullah Js.@ific said:

5

0o -~

gl e
T\j G

/
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“There are no days more beloved to Allah that He be worshipped
in them, than the ten days of Dhul Hijjah. Fasting every day of
them is the equivalent of fasting a year and standing every night
of them (in prayer) is the equivalent of standing on the Night of
Qadr.”

From this Hadith we can see that fasting on these days is very
rewarding, and the reward for each day is equivalent to a whole

? Jami® al-Tirmidhi 758
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year! The nights should also not be wasted and be spent in the
worship of Allah Q&

W Lo oI 551 i 52 Tl o A 3 8RR 2
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Hunaydah ibn Khalid narrated from his wife, from one of the
wives of Rasiilullah Jz.E4{, that Rasilullah JzEd{e used to
fast nine days of Dhul Hijjah, and the day of ‘Ashiira’ (10*
Muharram), and three days of each month: The first Monday of

::',,;//C,,,..a" e
B3 215218 735 A ) (63 Gy

the month, and two Thursdays.”

From this Hadith, we can see that Rasiilullah Jz5.E4(ie used to
fast the first 9 days of Dhul Hijjah. There will be
no fasting on the 10" as it is the day of Eid

and fasting on the day of Eid is prohibited.

* Sunan an-Nasa’i 2417
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Fasting on the day of ‘Arafah

wau&w&aeﬁ\g
SR sae o o Je e
5"::\;;@\&235115

Abii Qatadah 24, narrated that Rasiilullah Josade said:
“Fast the Day of ‘Arafah, for indeed I anticipate that Allah will
forgive (the sins) of the year before it, and the year after it.”

The 9% of Dhul Hijjah is the day of ‘Arafah and there is special
reward for fasting on this day. The other Hadith show that the
reward for fasting on any of the 9 days is equivalent to fasting a
whole year each, but this day also acts as expiation for the sins of
two whole years. The year before and the year after.

Rasilullah 45440 did not fast on the day of ‘Arafah whilst he
was performing Hajj, as this could have become difficult upon the
believers to observe. For pilgrims, the whole day is spent outside
performing the Wuquf (standing) in the plain of ‘Arafah and this
would prove very difficult if a person were fasting in this state.

® Jami* al-Tirmidhi 749



The Month of Dhul Hijjah & The Hajj of Rasiilullah Jz. &5l

Eid al-Adha
s mentioned, the first 10 days of Dhul Hijjah contain the

days of Hajj and one of these days, the 10% is also the day
of Eid.

The word Eid comes from the Arabic word ‘Ada, which means to
return, and because this day keeps returning each year, it is
known as the day of Eid.

This Eid is called Eid al-Adha. Adha comes from the word Udhiyah
which means the ritual sacrifice we perform to thank Allah
A58\ on this day, so this is the Eid of the Ritual Sacrifice.

13|Page
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The Origin of the Takbir of Tashriq & the Names of
the Days of Hajj

There are certain actions which are done specifically in these 10
days, which cannot be done at any other time of the year.

Firstly, we have the Takbir of Tashriq, which is read from Fajr
Salah on the 9" of Dhul Hijjah, the day of ‘Arafah, all the way to
after ‘Asr Salah on the 13" of Dhul Hijjah.

The days of Hajj also have special names. We have the 8" which is
known as ‘Yawm at-Tarwiyyah’, the 9" which is ‘Yawm al-‘Arafah’
and the 10" which is ‘Yawm an-Nahr’. Where do these names

come from?

To answer this question, we
need to talk about a very
special story, the story of
Ibrahim . We hear it
every year, so [ will only go
through it briefly, helping us
to understand the reasoning
behind many of the actions
performed during Hajj.

Ibrahim 3z saw a dream

in which he was commanded
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to sacrifice the thing that was most precious to him, his son
Isma‘il aliake.

In Siirah as-Saffat, Allah J&%2 says:
SEN Gl i (;)& ””Jbéﬁ\”"d&&b
AR ;@wffuw\wcdu 655 86 5B

®) Gl s

“Thereafter, when he (Isma‘l &) reached an age in which he
could work with him, he (Ibrahim $Zi.i) said, O my little son, I
have seen in my dream that I am slaughtering you, so consider,

-
T "p

——-h\

\

what is your opinion?’

He (Ismafl &) said ‘O my dear father, do what you have been
ordered to do, you will find me Insha’Allah (If Allah wills) one of

M

those who endure patiently.
Subhan’Allah, what an amazing answer.

In Tafsir Qurtubi’, Mugqatil £i4z5 mentions one of the explanations
of this verse is as follows. He says that Ibrahim ¥EiE saw this
dream for three consecutive days, one after the other.

¢ As-Saffat Verse 102
? Volume 8 page 88
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Muhammad ibn Ka‘ab £ii%; mentions that the Revelation from
Allah 1G5\ comes to the Messengers when they are sleeping
or awake, because the hearts of the Messengers do not sleep.

As-Saddi £Wiz; mentions in the Tafsir of the same verse that
Ibrahim &k saw the dream on the night of Tarwiyyah,
meaning the 8" of Dhul Hijjah. It was as if someone was saying to
him that Allah 1G5 has commanded you to sacrifice your
child. When the morning came, he started to think, is this dream
from Allah J\&HsZ or is it

from Shaytan - the devil? The "\.I///
word used in the Tafsir for this Lo l L

L
""L

action of thinking or
deliberating, is ‘Rawwa’, so this ~L* -
day was called Yawm at-

Tarwiyyah.

On the second night Ibrahim ¥z saw the same dream again,
and when the morning came, he recognised, that this was indeed
from Allah Q&% The word used for recognition in Arabic is
“Arafah’, therefore this day, being the 9" of Dhul Hijjah was called
Yawm al-‘Arafah.

On the 3™ day, Ibrahim Bl saw the same dream again so he
made the decision to sacrifice his son. The word used for sacrifice
in Arabic is ‘Nahr’, so the 10" of Dhul Hijjah, was called Yawm an-
Nahr. This is one explanation of the names of the days.
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Another explanation for the names of the days, is that the 8% of
Dhul Hijjah is called Yawm at-Tarwiyyah, because Tarwiyyah
means to fetch water and quench the thirst. The main provision
for the pilgrims in those days and even today is water.
Alhamdulillah, today we have a plentiful supply of water and food
when we go for Hajj, but in the past all the provisions would have
had to be taken by the pilgrims when they went or were provided
by their hosts. One of the responsibilities of the Bant Hashim, the
family of Rasiilullah Jz4E4{e was to provide the pilgrims with

water.

The 9% of Dhul Hijjah is called Yawm al-‘Arafah, because the
Wuqif (standing) is done on the plain of ‘Arafah on this day.

Finally, the 10" of Dhul Hijjah is called Yawm an-Nahr (the day of
sacrifice) because this is the day when we all carry out the ritual
sacrifice. The pilgrims will perform the sacrifice after they have
completed the Rami - the pelting of the first day. Those who are

not pilgrims will carry out the Udhiyah or Qurbani as thanks to
Allah 1G58, so this dream is the basis for this action as well.
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The Takbir of Tashriq

In Tafsir Qurtubi®, it mentions Ibrahim Ml took his son Isma‘il
PENae to Mina’, (which is where the Hajj takes place), and when
he was about to sacrifice him, Jibril 3z, came and said:

“Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar”
Ism'il 32 heard him and said:
“La ilaha Illallahu Wallahu Akbar”
Then Ibrahim HEie said:
“Allahu Akbar Wa-lillahil Hamd”

Jibril 3= had come down with a kabsh, a ram, and this was
sacrificed in place of Isma‘l 3. From the above, we can see
one of the opinions describing the origin of the Takbir of Tashriq
which is recited on these holy days.

¥ Volume 8 Page 89

18|Page
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hen a pilgrim enters the state of Ihram, they
recite the Talbiyah after making the intention.
The pilgrim mentions the word, ‘Labbayk’ - ‘Tam
here’, time and time again. What is the basis of
this?

Allah 1G58 tells us in Strah al-Hajj:
6 F 08 Vs 355 5l L8016 03

“And announce among people about (the obligation of) Hajj, so
that they should come to you on foot, and on every camel turned
lean, traveling through every distant hilly pathway”

In Ma‘ariful Qur’an, it mentions this was the 3" command which
Allah 15582 had given to Ibrahim &, He had already been
commanded to sacrifice his son and then build the House of Allah

Ibn Abi Hatim Zi%5, has related from Ibn ‘Abbas : ez, that
when Ibrahim ¥z was commanded to carry out this command,

° Stirah al-Hajj Verse 27
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he said that the place he was stood was an uninhabited desolate
plane and no one would be able to hear his proclamation.
Furthermore, he did not have the means to convey the message in
areas where there were people. Allah 1555\ told him that he
only had to make the proclamation, the responsibility of it
reaching the four corners of the earth rested with Allah &%,

Ibrahim ¥zl now stood upon Magam Ibrahim and made the
proclamation. Allah &%\ magnified his voice so that it was
heard all around the earth. It is also related that he made the
announcement from the top of mount Abfi Qubais.

Ibrahim 3.k put his fingers in his ears, turned his face in the
four directions and called out,

“O people! Allah has established His House and made
it obligatory upon you to make pilgrimage to it.

So, obey the command of your Lord.”

L tRed -
<3

It is also mentioned in this narration that Allah J&%\2 made
this announcement heard by not only the people in this world, but
also by those who were yet to come into this world up to the Day
of Resurrection.
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All those who are destined to perform the pilgrimage responded
to the call with the words:

“{o0 // = 3 J‘ 7 “{o0 /’
r ! w ! w ! S\ s s w ‘
“I am here, O Allah, I am here”

Ibn “Abbas 224l says that the Talbiyah which is made during the
pilgrimage, has its origin in this response to the call of Ibrahim
PN

Figure 1 - Magam Ibrahim
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The Reward of Performing Udhiyah

his action of Ibrahim ¥z is also the basis for our
Udhiyah - Qurbani, the ritual sacrifice.

duwmm\yw
2 G| 5 1 J) ET 2 W&uﬁws&pu
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‘A’ishah Gzsiiz; narrates that Rastlullah 45564 said:
2

2

“A human performs no action from the actions on the day of
Nahr more beloved to Allah (&%= then spilling blood. On the
Day of Judgement, it (the sacrificial animal) will appear with its
horns, and hair, and hooves, and verily the blood will be
accepted by Allah (G52 from where it is received before it
even falls upon earth, so let your heart delight in it.”

19 Jami* Tirmidhi 1493
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This Hadith highlights 3 special blessings a person receives when
they perform the Udhiyah:

1. The Udhiyah is the most beloved action to Allah (&8s
on these days.

2. The sacrificial animal will come on the Day of Judgement
with its horns, its hair, and its hooves. The same way it was
sacrificed, it will be met exactly the same way. Even parts
of its body which are normally useless will not be wasted.
The horns, hair and hooves which are normally thrown
away will not be discarded.

3. Even before the blood of the animal touches the floor, it is
accepted by Allah 1&%52, in other words Allah &%
gives reward for this action.

Rasillullah Jz5.Ed{le then said, “Let
your heart delight in it”, meaning do
not think of this action as a burden,
because your sacrifice will not be
wasted. It will benefit you on the Day of
Judgment.
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Another Hadith which shows the reward a person receives when

they perform the Udhiyah is as follows:

1wty Ud\ °63\L.:.\>L3M/°/\g,d; 23 52 @i

g;}} »)uﬁsj\sd\&&\xbb»wﬁﬁ’”

uu;\jn;. M\J,u_zm \w

Zaid ibn Arqam 25 narrates, “The Companions of Rasiilullah

Jzsakd e said: ‘O Rastilullah, what are these sacrifices?” He said:
‘The Sunnah of your father Ibrahim &’ They said: ‘What is
there for us in them, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said: ‘for every

hair, one merit.’ They said: ‘What about wool, O Messenger of

. "

Allah?’ He said: ‘For every hair of wool, one merit.

! Sunan ibn Majah 3247
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The Ruling of Udhiyah

Nowadays, there is a lot of confusion as to who needs to do the
Udhiyah? is it Wajib or Sunnah? is it one per person or one per
family? How rich does the person need to be? Where can the
Udhiyah be performed? This section will answer the queries
above.

Is the Udhiyah Wajib or Sunnah?

This question has been answered by Maulana Yusuf Shabbir."

The Udhiyah - Qurbani is Wajib (necessary) in the Hanafi school
upon baligh (mature), rich (possessor of value of Nisab beyond
primary needs) Muslims who are Mugim (resident, non-
travellers) similar to Sadaqgat al-Fitr. In the other three schools,
the Udhiyah - Qurbani is an emphasised Sunnah.

Is one Udhiyah on behalf of one family sufficient?

Again, this question has been answered by Maulana Yusuf

Shabbir.”

According to the Hanafi school of thought, a sheep, a goat, and
similar size animals will only suffice for one person (not an entire

household). On the other hand, a cow or a camel will suffice for

12 https://islamicportal.co.uk/covid-19-global-qurbani-challenges/

13 https://islamicportal.co.uk/important-clarification-regarding-qurbani/
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seven people. This has been directly narrated from Imam Abu
Hanifah 4% and is also the view of Imam ‘Abd Allah ibn al-
Mubarak iz

According to Imam Malik W&z, Imam Ahmad £z and the
Shafi‘ school of thought, it is permissible for one person to offer
one suitable animal on behalf of their entire family. The Udhiyah
- Qurbani will be fulfilled for all the family members. The
conditions are that the person is the sole owner of the animal, and
all the family members live in one household.

One point to note is that Imam Malik i3z said, “However, if he
is capable, it is more preferable to me that he slaughters a goat
on behalf of each person” (al-Mudawwanah, 1: 547).

Can the Udhiyah be performed for the deceased?

A person may also perform the Udhiyah for a deceased person as
Esal al-Thawab and also for Rasilullah Jz5.&i{ie. Rasilullah
1548 himself performed the Udhiyah of 2 rams, one on behalf
of himself and one on behalf of his Ummabh.

Can we perform the Udhiyah abroad?

With the advent of charities working abroad and online charities,
the normal practise nowadays is to get the Udhiyah done abroad.
We find a charity and sometimes the cheapest option and get it
done. Sometimes this is done with the intention that there are
people around the world who are needier of this meat than us.
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If we perform our Udhiyah abroad, then our obligation will be
complete. However, it is also important to do the Udhiyah locally.

My dear teacher, Mufti Shabbir Sahib, mentions:

‘Along with donating Qurbani abroad, it is
imperative that all families undertake Qurbani
locally. Revive the Sunnah and instil its importance
in your children. Do not deprive yourself from the
hospitality of Allah (&8

There are many benefits of performing the
Udhiyah locally. We can eat from the meat | /7

which has lots of Barakah-blessing. We can 4
distribute some of the meat to our family,

’
friends, and neighbours. This will create more
love between us and those people who we give

it to. Every penny we spend, we will be
rewarded. We can show our children how it is
done so they can also become familiar with the
rituals associated with Islam. We should revive
this important Sunnah and keep this Sunnah alive.
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The Hajj
n a Hadith narrated in both Sahih al-Bukhari & Sahih
Muslim, Ibn “‘Umar £edis;, narrates that Rastilullah
Tl said:
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ade 3axa))  Olas,
“The foundation of Islam is on five things, to bear witness that
there is no God but Allah and Muhammad Jz5.&5e is His

Messenger, to establish Salah, to discharge the Zakah, to perform
the Hajj of the House and the fasts in Ramadan”

These are known as the 5 pillars or fundamental

beliefs of Islam.

For each of the pillars of Islam, there is a time

frame for carrying out these pillars and a form

' Sahih Al-Bukhari 8
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the actual worship takes i.e., spiritual, physical, abstention or
financial.

If we take the first pillar Iman, this action stays with us
permanently. We must always have Iman 24 hours a day, 365 days

a year. So, the time frame is permanent.

What form does this worship take? It is a
spiritual state. It is not physical as we do
not perform any actions apart from
reciting the Shahadah and it’s not
financial, it does not cost us any money to
accept Islam and to bring Iman.

The second pillar is Salah, and what is the
time frame for Salah? We must establish
Salah five times a day, meaning we must pray regularly. When the
time starts for a particular Salah, then that Salah becomes
compulsory on us. So, when Zuhr time starts, that Salah then
becomes compulsory for us. The obligation here is five times a
day and the form of prayer is physical. We must perform certain
physical actions with our body whilst offering our Salah. This is
classed as a Fe‘li ‘Ibadah.

The next pillar is Saum or fasting. When the month of Ramadan
starts, fasting becomes obligatory for us for a whole month once
a year. Our obligation is once a year for twenty-nine or thirty
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days. Again, this is classed as a physical act but rather than
performing an action, we are abstaining from certain actions. We
are commanded to stop certain things during the daylight hours
which in normal circumstances would have been permissible. For
example, when we fast, we do not eat or drink during daylight
hours or have relations with our husband or wife. This is classed
as a Tarki ‘Ibadah, which means that worship which requires us to
leave or abstain.

The next pillar is Zakah. Again, we only pay Zakah once a year.
Our obligation is once a year but every year for all those who are
Sahib Nisab, legible to pay it. The form this act of worship takes
is financial. It is our wealth which we give to fulfil the command
of Allah 1%\, This can be classed as a Mali ‘Ibadah.

Finally, we have Hajj, the fifth pillar. The obligation here is only
once in our lifetime. The first Hajj a person does will be the only
Fard - obligatory Hajj he or she ever performs, so the correct

preparation must be done.




The Month of Dhul Hijjah & The Hajj of Rasiilullah Jz. &5l

When we read Salah, we have chance after chance to improve it.
When we recite the Qur’an, we can improve, try better each time.
When we fast, we can try to make each fast better than the
previous one. But when we go for our first Hajj, this is our only
chance, and we have to ensure it is done correctly.

Allah (&% says:
® el Pl p el e BT JE A

“As a right for Allah, it is obligatory on the people to perform the
Hajj of the House, on everyone who has the ability to manage
(his) way to it.”

In the Holy Qur'an we are commanded to perform Hajj of the
House, of the Ka‘bah, if we have the means, if we can afford to do
so. Itis the only ‘Ibadah - act of worship or pillar, which combines
our physical, abstention and financial efforts.

The physical aspect of Hajj, is that we have to perform many
physical tasks, doing the Tawaf, doing the Sa‘, going between As-
Safa and Al-Marwah, walking to Mina’ and then to the Jamarat on
the days of stoning. All of these are very physical. Many people
will say that Hajj is the most physically challenging time of their

entire lives.

5 S@irah al-Imran verse 97



The Month of Dhul Hijjah & The Hajj of Rasiilullah Jz. &5l

When we are in the state of Thram, there are certain things we
cannot do, we must abstain from, which would otherwise be
permissible, like wearing perfume, stitched clothes (for men),
having relations with our partners etc.

In Hajj, we must pay the money for our travel, accommodation,
and food. We must leave enough money for our family who we
may leave behind. Many people have to save their whole lives to
pay for their pilgrimage. This is the financial aspect.

So, you can see Hajj is such an ‘Ibadah that encompasses all of a
person’s efforts, and it is only compulsory once in a lifetime.
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Preparation for Hajj

s soon as a person has enough money to be able to go for

Hajj and come back, it will become compulsory upon

them. Some excuses which many people make is that
they are not ready yet, they need to start reading their Salah first
and become better Muslims before they go.

When the times comes for us to leave this world, when the Angel
of death comes in front of us, we will not be given time to prepare
or become better Muslims! We will not be able to reason with him
and try and get a few more days to sort ourselves out, so think
about this.

When we go for Hajj, it could be the catalyst, the act which makes
us start reading all our Salah, the act that makes us better
Muslims, the act that makes us become closer to Allah J&;6=2.

We know Hajj is compulsory upon us as soon as we can afford it,
therefore we must stay in a state where we are ever prepared. As

soon as we can go, we should be ready.
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The Hajj of Rasilullah d. %5
ow what was the Hajj of Rasiilullah J.E4{ie like over
1400 years ago? The Hajj they performed was very
different to the Hajj we do today. The actual rites and
rituals that we perform will always remain the same, however the
way we live, travel, eat, perform the sacrifice are all very different
logistically from the people of before.

Rasilullah 154 Ed{le only ever performed Hajj once after the
Hijrah - the migration. It is remembered as Hajjatul Wida® or the
Farewell Hajj. I will try and set the scene for you so you can
imagine how different and difficult it must have been in those
days.

Makkah, which was the place of birth of Islam, had become such a
hostile place that it was difficult for the early Muslims to live

there. The Muslims had to eventually migrate to Madinah.
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With the help of Allah 1%\, the conquest of Makkah took
place in the 8 year after Hijrah. This great city, which houses the
Ka‘bah was in the hands of the Muslims. Muslims could now go
and come as they pleased, they could go for ‘Umrah or Hajj
without restrictions.

In the 9" year of Hijrah, the commandment to perform Hajj had
been revealed. That year Rasiilullah J5.5{ie sent Abii Bakr as-
Siddiq #2548 to Makkah as the Amir of Hajj.

The following year, the time had now come for Rasilullah
sk to perform the Hajj himself, so the people could learn

from him, once and for all, how Hajj should be performed.
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The Announcement

Rasilullah Jz.E4le made the decision to go for Hajj in the
month of Dhul Qa‘dah in the 10" year of Hijrah. An
announcement was made throughout the Arabian Peninsula that
this year Rasilullah Jz5.€4{> was going to perform the Hajj so
whosoever can get to Makkah to perform the Hajj should do so.

Over 100,000 Companions #z&i; joined in this Hajj. Some made
their way to Makkah whilst others came to Madinah so they could
start their journey with Rasiilullah 5. and learn all the
Masail, the rulings of Hajj.

Rasiilullah 4.4l was also joined by nine of his wives as well
as his daughter Fatimah Gefiz.

Rasilullah 5.5 travelled from Madinah to Makkah. The
distance is around 200 miles as the crow flies; however, the actual
distance would have been much longer. There were no roads like
there are today, no motorways or highways. There were dirt
tracks, paths through the desert, barren land,

through mountainous regions.

Their vehicles were either their camel,

their horse, their donkey, or their feet.

They had no special footwear like we

have today, no air conditioning and no

fans. Travelling under the sky in the heat of the sun and the
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desert, no service stations for food. All their provisions, food for
the journey, had to be carried by them all of the way. This
included the tents and blankets in which they had to sleep in and
all the clothes they needed for the journey as well.

Dhul Hulayfah

The pilgrims congregated in Madinah to join Rastilullah Jzs.edie
on the blessed journey. There were people to his right, to his left,
in front of him and behind. They were as far as the eyes could see.

Figure 2 - Dhul Hulayfah
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It was a Saturday, with 5 days left of the month of Dhul Qa‘dah.
Rasilullah J&.&4{le performed Zuhr Salah in Madinah, and the
Fard units were read in full. He delivered a Khutbah to the people
before the Salah.

Rasilullah Jz.E4(le then combed his hair, applied oil, donned
his sheet, and started his journey. Rastlullah JZ.E&{le then
stopped in Dhul Hulayfah. This is the Migat or the boundary for
the people of Madinah and is just under 6 miles from Al-Masjid an-
Nabawl.

Rasilullah J54&8le prayed 2 units for ‘Asr as they were now
travellers. The reason for stopping here was that all the Huijjaj, the
pilgrims would have enough time to get there and gather, so they
could all travel together the remainder of the journey.

Rasiilullah J54E4fle spent the night at Dhul Hulayfah and the
following day performed ghusl for IThram. ‘A’ishah Gzgiz; then
applied perfume on the body of Rasiilullah o5&l with her
own hands. He then put on his two Thram sheets.

Rasiilullah Az &4 read the 2 Rak<at for Thram near a tree in
Dhul Hulayfah and started to recite the Talbiyah. Imagine the
Talbiyah of Rastlullah JZ5:44> and the Companions #z&i; on
that day
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Ish‘ar & Qaladah

As part of our Hajj, we must sacrifice an animal. Nowadays our
group leader may include this in our package, or we buy a token
from one of the booths in Mina and it gets done. In those days,
they had to take their sacrificial animal, the Hadi with them. This
animal would travel the whole journey with them, or they would
send it forward to Makkah. They would have to look after it, feed
it, and give it water as well during the journey. No harm could

come to this animal.

In Dhul Hulayfah, the Ish‘ar of the animals was carried out by
Rasilullah J55.&5{e. This means he made a small piercing on the
right shoulder of the animal and the blood which came out was
spread over the animals hide. He then also performed the
Qaladah, which was to hang a piece of rope with shoes around the
neck of the animals.

Now why was the Ish‘ar & Qaladah done? N
This was done so the animals could be = ~

recognised as sacrificial animals, as
Hadi. No one would cause them any
harm. If the animal got lost, people
would know not to kill it. The animals
were then sent with some
Companions &=z, to Makkah.
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Jabir £edis narrates, “Rastlullah J5.825 > performed three
Hajj. Two Hajj before he migrated and one Hajj after migration,
and with them were ‘Umrah. He drove 63 sacrificial animals.”
Rastlullah J5.&4fie had set out with 63 camels. “All £z had
been sent to Yemen by Rasiilullah J&.&i{ie to collect the
Sadaqgat. He brought the rest of the animals from Yemen and met

Rasiilullah Jza &4 in Makkah.

Among these camels was one which used to
belong to Abi Jahl. It had a ring made of
silver through its nose.

After Rastlullah J&akdfle recited the

Talbiyah, he mounted his camel and started

the journey with tens of thousands of Companions #cgi;, with
all their provisions and the animals as well. Imagine that sight!

16 Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi 815
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Masjid Ash-Shajarah

If you go to Dhul Hulayfah today, you will find Masjid Ash-
Shajarah, and Shajarah means tree in Arabic, so this Masjid is in
the place where Rasiilullah 44 read his 2 Rakah for Thram.

Figure 3 - Masjid Ash-Shajarah
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Arrival in Makkah
astilullah Jz. &4l arrived in Makkah on the 4™ of Dhul
Hijjah, which would be 9 or 10 days journey. A difficult

journey, in the heat and dust of Arabia.

The Raml & Idtiba“

When a pilgrim arrives in Makkah, the first act they perform is the
Tawaf. For men, in the first 3 rounds, Raml must be done. This
means the men have to stand tall, with their chests out and walk
with their arms going up and down like a wrestler going into a
ring.

42|Page



The Month of Dhul Hijjah & The Hajj of Rasiilullah Jz. &5l

The origin for this action is that when Rastlullah J&.&4{ie had
intended to go for ‘Umrah in the 6" year of Hijri, the Quraysh had
prevented him doing so, and they reached a compromise, which
we know as the ‘Treaty of Al-Hudaybiyah’. The Muslims were to
return to Madinah that year without performing ‘Umrah, but the
following year, they would be allowed to return and perform it.
The Quraysh would leave Makkah for 3 days and allow the
Muslims to perform all the actions of ‘Umrah.

This ‘Umrah was called ‘Umratul Qada. When the Muslims arrived
for ‘Umrah the following year, the Quraysh sat watching on top of
one of the hills called Jabal Qayqa‘an, which overlooked the
Ka‘bah. The Quraysh thought the fever of Madinah had caused
the Muslims to become weak.

Rasillullah J5.Edfle got knowledge of this, so he told the
Muslims, when you perform the Tawaf, do Raml, so when the
Quraysh see you, they will realise you have not become weak. The
Makkans were watching for the first 3 rounds, so the Muslims
done Raml. After they had watched them for 3 rounds, the
Quraysh had seen enough and moved away, so the Muslims
performed the rest of the rounds normally without Raml. At that
time, the Raml was only done around 3 parts of the Tawaf where
the Makkans could see them. They could not see the last quarter,
which was between Al-Rukn al-Yamani and Al-Hajr al-Aswad, so
the Muslims walked normally. So, this is the origin of Raml.
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When Rastilullah J5.&45{ie had come for Hajj, there was no need
to do the Raml anymore, but Rastilullah J&4&5fe did Raml for
the 1° three rounds of Tawaf, and not just 3 quarters but all 4
quarters of the Tawaf. It had now become a ritual for Hajj, so the
Raml is done to this day.

And the Idtiba® that is done for the Tawaf, where the men put their
Thram sheet over their left shoulder and leave the right one
exposed, what is the basis of this action? This is done so it makes
it easy for a person to do Raml. If the sheet was over both
shoulders, then it would fall off while doing Raml. So, you can see,
there is a reason to all of our actions.
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The Tawaf

Rasilullah JZ.E4{le entered the Masjid and it was late morning.
He did not perform the 2 units for entering the Masjid but
performed Tawaf instead. He then done Istilam of Al-Hajr al-
Aswad and began his Tawaf, with Raml and Idtiba“.

Each time he passed Al-Hajr al-Aswad, he indicated towards it
with his staff and performed Istilam, then kissed the staff.

After completing the Tawaf, he went behind Magam Ibrahim and
recited the verse:

7 % .5 . ya za 1AL
Sas cail plie e a2 fy
“Make from the Station of Ibrahim a place of prayer.”

Rasilullah J55.€5{ then recited 2 Rak‘ah and performed Istilam

of Al-Hajr al-Aswad once more.

'7 Stirah al-Bagarah Verse 125
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‘Indeed As-Safa and Al-Marwah are from the Marks of Allah’
After the Tawaf, Rastlullah J5.%5{ie moved onto As-Safa. When
he arrived close to As-Safa, he said:

Then recited the verse:
B G o 5506 BAT )

“Indeed As-Safa and Al-Marwah are from the Marks of Allah.”

Rasilullah Jz5.E4{le said we are starting our Sa‘i from As-Safa
because Allah )&%\ mentioned As-Safa first in this verse. As-
Safa and Al-Marwah are the two mountains which Hajirah Gagi;
travelled between while searching for water, for her son Isma‘il
B, The picture on the following page shows the locations of
the mountains in the time of Rastilullah ..

'8 Stirah al-Bagarah Verse 158
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Figure 4 - As-Safa and Al-Marwah (picture courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (Binimad.com))

In the times of ignorance, two idols were placed on these
mountains called Asaf and Naila. When people used to perform
the Sa‘, they used to touch these idols and think this was a way of
attaining blessing. When Islam came into Makkah, these idols

were removed.

When Rasiilullah J5.E4{le mentioned this verse, it was an
indication, that the Sa‘i is not done due to these idols but because
the mountains are both from the special signs of Allah which are
known as the Sh‘@’ir. And the Sa‘i is a remembrance of the special
favour which was given by Allah JG%% to Hajirah Gediss.
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When we perform Sa‘, there is an area which is covered by green
lights, where men must
run. Before the Ka‘bah was
built, there used to be a
natural drain or a rivulet in
this area where the
rainwater used to collect
from the upper areas of
Makkah. When Hajirah
@ediz; approached this area, she had to run down the slope and

then run back up it to get to the other side. This running of hers

was liked by Allah (&% and He made this, as well as the Sa‘1
into one of the rites of Hajj.

There is also one more reason why men run in this area during
Sa‘i. We heard previously that when Rasiilullah J5.esfie had
come to perform ‘Umratul Qada, the Makkans climbed on top of
Jabal Qayga‘an to see them perform the Tawaf. Now while they
were doing Sa‘i, some of the Makkans who had not seen the
Muslims do Tawaf, had come to watch them again. They could see
part of the Sa‘T between As-Safa and Al-Marwah from where they
were sat. So Rastlullah JZ.%4{ told the Companions #egiss;,
when you reach that point where they can see you, then run and
they did. When the Makkans saw this, they thought the Muslims
were running all the way from As-Safa and Al-Marwah and this
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left them shocked because it is quite a distance between the two
mountains.

~,
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Figure 5 - Jabal Qayqa‘an (picture courtesy of Binimad Al-Ateeqi (Binimad.com))

When Rasilullah 4.4l came for Hajj, even though there were
no polytheists left in Makkah, he still ran during the Sa‘, so we
know that this had now become one of the rites of Hajj. Today
when we do Sa‘, in the same section, the men will still run.

Rasulullah 155\ supplicated at As-Safa and then made his way
to Al-Marwah. When he reached the middle of the valley he ran.
When he reached Al-Marwah, he faced the Ka‘bah, and recited the
Takbir. He completed his Sa‘T at Al-Marwah. He then commanded
all those who did not bring Hadi - sacrificial animals to come out
of Thram.
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At this place, Rastlullah J&5.&5{e supplicated 3 times for those
people who shaved their heads and once for those people who cut
their hair. Rasiilullah J&.€5{e stayed in Makkah for four days.
During this time, he prayed Qasr Salah as he was classed as a
traveller.

Journey to Mina’

Those pilgrims who had come out of Thram, entered into the state
of Thram for Hajj. On the Thursday, 8" of Dhul Hijjah, Rasiilullah
Ikl went to Mina’ and spent the night there. It was during
this time, Allah &% Revealed Stirah wal-Mursalat.

w\yéﬁ\ééi\.@fj\é_@.m W 2, e e
ylid &5 {5} e J555) G, 3 ooy ade
19 . 0 - 2/.’.; -

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gid 24is5 narrated, “We were in the company
of the Prophet 4544w in a cave at Mina’, when Siirah Wal-
Mursalat were Revealed to him, and he recited it and I heard it
(directly) from his mouth.”

Rasilullah J5.4{le prayed 5 Salah there from Zuhr to Fajr the
following day and on the 9™ he left for ‘Arafat after the sun had

risen.

19 Sahih al-Bukhari 1830
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The Plain of ‘Arafat & The Farewell Sermon

Rasiilullah Jz5.&5{(e arrived in the plain of ‘Arafat. He reached
the middle of the valley after the sun had passed its zenith and
delivered a great sermon advising the people. This is known as the
Farewell Sermon.

In this Sermon, Rastlullah 4544l advised the people on many
issues. He told them that he did not know whether after this year
he would be with them again. This was an indication that
Rasiilullah 4z54E4(le would not be with them for much longer.
The Hajj took place in Dhul Hijjah. This month was followed by
Muharram and in the following month, Rabi‘ al-Awwal, Rastilullah

k7

Joskdle passed away.

‘Arafat —

Figure 6 - The locations of Hajj
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Rasilullah 5.5 advised the people on many things that day.
He said that the life of each Muslim and their property is a sacred
trust. He reminded the people that they will meet Allah 1G58
and will be reckoned for all their actions. Usury (interest) was
mentioned that it was Haram (forbidden) and from that day all
interest obligations would be waived.

The importance of the rights of women were mentioned and how
they should be looked after. A reminder was given for people to
pray their Salah, fast in Ramadan, give Zakah and perform Hajj if
they can afford it.

Rasiilullah J5.4{le then advised the people how they all came
from Adam 2l & Hawwa’
have no superiority over each other. How a black and white

@edlz;. How an Arab and non-Arab

person have no superiority over each over. A person will be
determined by their piety and good actions. Each Muslim is a
brother to another Muslim.

Rasilullah  J%.Edle concluded  his
sermon by reminding the people that
there will be no Messenger to come after
him and he is leaving behind the Qur’an
and Sunnah. If these are followed, then
they will not go astray. Rasalullah
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Jaseif{ie then called Allah 105822 as his witness, that he had
conveyed His message to the people.

After Jzaif{le concluded the sermon, Rasilullah Joafdfle
ordered Bilal £2&is; to give the Adhan and they read Zuhr and “Asr
Salah together. 2 Rak‘ah were read for each Salah. There is now a
Masjid in the place where Rasiilullah J5.5{(% read Zuhr and “Asr

that day, which is called Masjid Nimrah.

:
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Figure 7 - Masjid Nimrah

Rasiilullah J55.0e5fle then mounted his camel and made his way
towards Jabal Rahmah. This is the small mound we see with the
white pillar on top of it, in the plain of ‘Arafat.

Now why did Rasiilullah J55.5{e go near Jabal Rahmah? The
simple answer is because it was the Sunnah of his father Ibrahim
i, When he performed the Wugqiif of “Arafat, Ibrahim 2l
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was near Jabal Rahmah and Hajj is done on the procedure of
Ibrahim &Nk,

Rasilullah 14 E4{ie stayed in the surroundings of Jabal Rahmah
until Ghurtib, sunset, and stayed on his camel. He spent his time
giving people different advice, fulfilling the needs of the poor,
teaching people different Masail - rulings, praising Allah
JE5%eL, thanking Him, asking for forgiveness, doing dhikr and
du‘a, all the while still mounted on his camel.

It was during this time that the Allah (&% Revealed the verse:
5 - “/’,75 9// :‘;a/:;/ > 2 - > 2 1 :‘;7/’ E/a/’i
20 %o (;’_,L:QI\ ("é:j} -

“Today I have perfected your religion for you and have
completed My blessing upon you and chosen Islam as din (as a
religion and way of life) for you.”

This is confirmation that there is no religion after Islam. Our
religion has been made complete and perfect.

After Ghurib, sunset, Rasilullah J.E4fle made his way to
Muzdalifah. Usamah ibn Zayd #z4i; was sitting with Rasalullah

15480 on his camel. Rasiilullah o€l dismounted the

2 Siirah Al-Maidah verse 3
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camel to answer the call of nature and performed Wudt. Usamah
ibn Zayd zzgi; asked Rastlullah J&a&ifle if they should read
Salah, to Wthh Rasilullah J155.€4{ie replied saying the place of
prayer was in front of them.

Upon reaching Muzdalifah, Rasilullah J&akdfle performed
Wudi and then prayed Maghrib and ‘Isha’ together. Rasilullah
Js ke spent the night there and read Fajr Salah the following
morning. He gave the people advice there to collect the stones
they would need for the RamT’, the pelting of the Jamarat.

It was now the morning of the 10" of Dhul Hijjah, the day of Eid.
Rasillullah Jz.Ed{le read his Fajr Salah and after they left
Muzdalifah for Mina’.

The Pelting

Rasiilullah J5.E4le then pelted the large Jamrah. Each stone
was thrown one at a time and he recited the Takbir each time he
pelted. He had continued in his Talbiyah until the point he threw
the first stone.

Whilst pelting, Rasilullah J5.Edjle was still mounted on his
camel. Now what was the —

.. . A " - A
reason for this? The = e
reason was again, so that

people could see his ""

method of doing the RamT'.
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If he were standing, less people would see him. While mounted
high, more people could see him and learn the true manner in
which to do the pelting.

After the RamT’, Rasiilullah 4544w returned to Mina’ and once

more delivered a sermon to the people.

The Sacrifice
Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{le then made his way with the people to the
‘Manhar’, where the animals would be sacrificed.

In Tuhfatul Alma‘, it mentions that Rasiilullah A&z himself
sacrificed 63 camels. When Rastlullah Jz5.55{le became tired, he

.

ordered ‘Ali ez, to carry on with the sacrifices. Such an
amazing feat! Rasilullah J5.E4le then ordered that one piece
of meat should be taken from each animal and cooked. Rastlullah
1548 then ate from the soup of this meat. In this way he ate
from all of his Udhiyah - Qurbani, as it is Mustahab to eat from

your own Udhiyah.

The question arises, why did Rastlullah J&.Es{le sacrifice so
many camels? The reason was, so he could provide the pilgrims
with food. We must remember there were over 100,000
Companions #zgiz; with him in Hajj and a lot of these were poor
people, who had very little provision with them.

Another question, why do the Udhiyah in Mina’? The answer is
because this was the place where Ibrahim 3EliE was going to
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sacrifice his son Isma‘il 3Nk, Instead of sacrificing his son, he
sacrificed a ram which was brought by Jibril 3EN.E.

Figure 8 - Mina’

After Rasiilullah 154E4{le had completed the sacrifices, he had

his head shaved. He gave his hair to Abii Talhah Ansari 22 and
told him to share it between the people.

After the shaving of his head, Rasiilullah Jz5.E4{> put on normal
clothes and applied perfume. He then made his way back to
Makkah before Zuhr time on the back of his camel.
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Tawaf al-Ziyarah

Upon reaching Makkah, Rasilullah Jakdfle performed the
Tawaf al-Ziyarah, whilst still on the back of his camel. After the
Tawaf, he went to the well of Zamzam and drank its blessed water
whilst standing. He then returned to Mina’ and spent the night
there.

The following day after the sun had passed its zenith, Rasiilullah
A5kl made his way to the Jimar and pelted the first Jamrah,
then the second and finally the third.

Rasiilullah then also performed the Rami on the 3™ day and then
made his way to Al-Muhassab.

After this Rasiilullah 5.5 went back to Makkah to perform
the Tawaf al-wida¢. This would be the last time Rasalullah
Izl would see the blessed House of Allah G552
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To summarize, the Hajj of Rasiilullah Jz5.&4{i> was based on the
Hajj of Ibrahim .. Throughout the ages, the rites and rituals
had changed. When Rasiilullah J54E4fe performed the Hajj, he
showed the people the correct way to do it, back to the original
way of Ibrahim i, All of the places we visit during this time
are related to Ibrahim »EiE and his family, the Ka‘bah, the
mountains of As-Safa and Al-Marwah, Mina’, ‘Arafat, the Jamarat
etc. The pilgrimage we perform is ancient with its origins
thousands of years old.
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Summary

e have covered many points, such as the basis of many

actions on these holy days, the Takbir of Tashrik, the

Udhiyah or Qurbani as well as Hajj itself, which is one
such act which includes all the different types of worship,
physical, abstention as well as financial.

We use our financial income to get there, our physical energy to
perform all the rituals and abstain from certain actions whilst in
Thram. We use all our energy to complete this task which is
required from us just once in a lifetime. We have been given
instructions on everything that we do, all the acts of worship have
a basis.

Our religion of Islam is the only compete religion. For something
to be perfect there can be no improvement. For any religion to be
the true religion, it must be perfect, it must be complete in the
instruction of how man needs to pray, worship and act in order to
attain salvation and attain Jannah.

Many people have been blessed with being a Muslim, part of this
perfect religion, part of the Ummah of our beloved Prophet
Muhammad Jo5Ed{le. Let us think, what sacrifices have we
made to prove we love Allah (&% more than anything or

anyone else.
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When it is time to pray, do we give Allah J&%\= priority and do
something which pleases Him or do we give our self-desire, our
work, our family priority, thinking it is more important to keep
them happy than Allah J&85:27

What we should ask Allah (&% for is Tawfig, this is when
Allah J&;%=2 makes it easy for us to do ‘Ibadah, worship. When
Allah (&30 gives Tawfig, we begin to enjoy praying, it does not
become a burden on us, and we look forward to it and do not dread
it.

Finally, if you haven’t performed your Fard Hajj yet, make your
intention, prepare accordingly, read up about it, speak to the
“Ulama, find out why we do things, what do they mean. This will
Insha’Allah make your actions even more meaningful.

As mentioned, this is the only pillar, which is obligatory once in a
lifetime. Our first Hajj is our Fard Hajj. We only get one chance, so
we should try and make it perfect and do du‘a that Allah (G2
makes it a positive life changing experience for us and bless us
with a Hajj Maqgbiil and Hajj Mabriir. For those brothers and sisters
who have already completed their Fard Hajj, may Allah (&0
take them back to Haramayn again and again.

In recent years, the situation has been unprecedented. Many
people had booked Hajj but due to Covid, Hajj had been restricted
This shows us that we cannot take anything for granted. If Hajj is
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obligatory upon us, then we must perform it at the earliest
opportunity. Only Allah J&5%\&2 knows what lies ahead, but we
should make a sincere intention to complete our obligation.

May Allah (&% give us all the ability to make the most of
these special days, to understand His beautiful religion, to
appreciate the sacrifices made by Rasiilullah Jz.E4{= and bring
his Sunnah into our lives. May Allah Q&% return the
Haramayn back to normality and give the believers the chance to

once again step foot on the sacred land.

Amin.
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