dlgis po cud ego (6 Jeal| glus

AN EXPOSITIVE TREATISE
ON THE SIX FASTS

of SHAW WAL

YUSUF SHABBIR

WWW.NAWADIR.ORG



CONTENTS

PREFACE 9
FOREWORD BY MUFTI ABDUL-SAMAD AHMED I1
FOREWORD BY SHAYKH MUHAMMAD SALEEM DHORAT 13
FOREWORD BY DR MAHMOOD CHANDIA 1§
THE QUESTIONS 17
SUMMARY OF ANSWERS 19
The Answers in “Detail 23
VIRTUE OF THE SIX FASTS OF SHAWWAL 25
Prophetic narrations regarding the six fasts of Shawwal 25
Wisdom for specitying Shawwal 30
STATUS OF THE SAHIH MUSLIM NARRATION 33
The narration 34
Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id ibn Qays al-Ansari (d. 141/758-9) 36
Status of Imam Muslim and his Sahih 41
Those who transmitted from Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id 49

Hadith experts who have authenticated the narration of Sa'd

ibn Sa‘id 50
Is Sa'd ibn Sa‘id the only transmitter from ‘Umar ibn Thabit? 55
Conclusion regarding the status of the Sahih Muslim narration 60
Diagram with an overview of the transmitters of the six fasts of

Shawwal narration 63
POSITION OF THE HADITH EXPERTS 65
POSITION OF THE FOUR SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT 73

HANAFI POSITION 73
]uris_prudem‘ial status of the six ﬁlsts 73



THE SIX FASTS OF SHAWWAL

Should the fasts be kept consecutively or separately? 8o
Timing of the fasts 82
MALIKI POSITION 83
Jurisprudential status of the six fasts 83
Should the fasts be kept consecutively or separately? 87
Timing of the fasts 88
SHAFI'I POSITION 88
Jurisprudential status of the six fasts 88
Should the fasts be kept consecutively or separately? 88
Timing of the fasts 89
HANBALI POSITION 89
Jurisprudential status of the six fasts 89
Should the fasts be kept consecutively or separately? 89
Timing of the fasts 90
SUMMARY OF THE POSITIONS OF THE FOUR SCHOOLS 91
SCENARIOS 93

If someone misses the fasts of Ramadan, should he make

gada’first or fast the six days of Shawwal first? 93
If someone misses the fasts of Ramadan and makes gada’

and also fasts the six days of Shawwal, will he attain the

same reward? 94
If someone fasts the month of Ramadin, and thereafter does

not fast the six days of Shawwal, should he subsequently

fast the six days and will he attain the same reward? 95
If someone misses the fasts of the entire month of Ramadan

and makes gada’ of these fasts in Shawwil, should he fast six

days in Dha al-Qg'dah and will he attain the same reward? 97

GLOSSARY OF TERMS I0I

BIBLIOGRAPHY 103



STATUS OF THE
Sauind MusLiMm NARRATION

'The hadith of Abua Ayyub al-Ansari & (d. 52/672) has been trans-
mitted by Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 261/875) in his Sahih and
others as outlined above. This narration has attracted some criticism
due to the presence of a narrator Sa'd ibn Said (d. 141/758-9) in
the chain, whose trustworthiness has been questioned. It is worth
mentioning three points by way of introduction:

First, the narrations of Thawban ibn Bujdud (d. 54/673-4) and
Abu Hurayrah (d. 57/676-7) & do not have Sa‘'d ibn Sa‘id in the
chain and have been transmitted through sabih (sound) chains as
outlined above. Therefore, even if one accepts for a moment that the
narration of Aba Ayyub al-Ansari & is weak, this does not mean
all the other narrations on this subject are weak.

Second, the narration of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari 4 has been
transmitted by narrators other than Sa'd ibn Sa'id who are deemed
trustworthy and reliable by consensus. Therefore, even if one accepts
for a moment that the transmission of Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id in Sahih Mus-
lim is not authentic, this does not mean that all other transmissions
from Abu Ayyub al-Ansari & are also weak.

'Third, the hadith transmitted by Imam Muslim in his Sajip is
sahih (sound) according to the majority of scholars and this is the
preferred view.
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PosiTtioNn oF THE HApiTH EXPERTS

'The following hadith experts and scholars have explicitly or implicitly
recommended the six fasts of Shawwal:

1. Imam Ka'b al-Ahbar (d. 32/652-3).%

2. Imam ‘Amir ibn Sharahil al-Sha‘bi (d. 104/722-3). %
3. Imam Mayman ibn Mahran (d. 117/735-6).7

4. Imam Ma'mar ibn Rashid (d. 153/770).%

5. Imam Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181/797).%

6. Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi (d. 204/820).°
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