Sadaqah al-Fitr Calculation for Blackburn

Question

What is the Sadaqah al-Fitr price for the residents of Blackburn?

Answer

The answer in brief is that for 1438/2017, you should give at least £3 per person to
discharge your obligation, whilst it is recommended to give more as outlined in the

following table:

Item  Volume Weight Sadaqah al-Fitr value

Wheat | % Sa“ (2.94 litres) | 2.32kg £3.00
Barley | 15a‘(5.88 litres) | 3.538kg £4.25
Dates | 15a‘(5.88 litres) | 3.76kg £13.50
Raisins | 1 5a° (5.88 litres) | 3.52kg £20.00

If someone donates £2.20, this will also suffice. The basis of this is outlined below.
(1) What is Sadaqah al-Fitr?

According to the HanafT school of thought, the obligation of Sadagah al-Fitr can be fulfilled
by donating % $a¢ of wheat or 1 $a¢ of dates, barley or raisins.' It is also permissible to

donate the value of these commodities.” The calculation in the first part of this document is
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based on % Sa‘ of wheat as that is the cheapest option based on the prices obtained from

local shops as of Rajab 1438/April 2017.
(2) What is % Sa‘ of wheat?

The scholars have a difference of opinion regarding the measure of % Sa‘ of wheat in terms

of weight. The following is a summary of the main views:

1) 2.32kg of wheat is required to fufil the obligation of donating % $a¢ of wheat. This is
the view of Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002) (Ahsan al-Fatawa, 4: 406).
He adds that 2.25kg can be used when calculating the value of % $Sa‘ of wheat.
1.866kg is % Sa‘ of wheat. This is a precautionary amount recommended by Mawlana
Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1394/1974) (Imdad al-Ahkam, 2: 42); this calculation in
grams is our calculation and is based on the assumption that the precise amount of
% Sa¢ of wheat according to him is 1.633kg.
1.75kg is % Sa‘ of wheat. This is the amount recommended by Mufti Rada’ al-Haq (b.
1369-70/1950) (Fatawa Dar al-Ulam Zakariyya, 3: 232) by way of precaution. Mufti
‘Abd al-Rahim Lajptri (d. 1422/2001) appears to be inclined towards this in one of
his answers (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 7: 199) although it appears that this is also based on
precaution because of his definitive view highlighted below.
1.633kg is % Sa of wheat. This is the view of Mufti Mahmtd Hasan Gangohi (d.
1417/1996) (Fatawa Mahmudiyyah, 14: 391) and Mufti Rada’ al-Haq (b. 1369-70/1950)
(Fatawa Dar al-Ulim Zakariyya, 3: 231).
1.625kg is % $a¢ of wheat. This is the view of the Syrian scholar Shaykh As‘ad
Muhammad Sa‘id al-Sagarji (d. 1436/2015) (al-Figh al-Hanafi wa Adillatuh, 1: 378).
1.590kg is % Sa¢ of wheat. This is the view of Mawlana Khalid Sayf Allah Rahmani (b.
1376/1956) who has also attributed this to Mufti Muhammad Shafi¢ ‘Uthmani (d.
1396/1976) (Kitab al-Fatawd, 3: 362).
1.575kg is % Sa° of wheat. This is the view of Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim Lajptri (d.
1422/2001) (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 7: 197). Mufti Muhammad Salman Manstrpiri (b.
1386/1967) and Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Qasmi have also mentioned a similar quantity
1.57464kg (Fatawa Qasmiyyah, 11: 605; 607) which can be rounded off to 1.575kg.

1.106kg is % $a¢ of wheat. This is the view of Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hayy Laknawi (d.
1304/1886) based on the calculation of Mawlana Khalid Sayf Allah Rahmani (Kitab al-

Fatawa, 3: 362). However, this view of Mawlana ‘Abd al-Hayy Laknawi has been

critiqued by Mufti ‘Aziz al-Rahman ‘Uthmani (d. 1347/1928) (Fatawa Dar al-‘Ulim
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Deoband, 6: 304), ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri (d. 1352/1933) (al-‘Arf al-Shadhi, 1:
90), Mufti Kifayatullah Dehlawi (d. 1372/1952) (Kifayat al-Mufti, 6: 286), Mufti
Muhammad Shafi¢ ‘Uthmani (d. 1396/1976) (Jawahir al-Figh, 1: 427), Mufti ‘Abd al-
Rahim Lajpari (d. 1422/2001) (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 7: 197) and others.

Thus, according to the majority of the scholars, % Sa¢ of wheat is equivalent to between
1.575kg and 1.633kg of wheat, though many have recommended higher amounts by way of
precaution. These calculations are broadly based on the amounts stipulated by scholars
such as Mufti ‘Aziz al-Rahman ‘Uthmani (d. 1347/1928) (Fatawa Dar al-Uliim Deoband, 6: 304:
315), Mawlana Ashraf Ali Thanawi (d. 1362/1943), Mufti Kifayatullah Dehlawi (d.
1372/1952) (Kifayat al-Mufti, 6: 286; 290), Mawlana Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1394/1974)
(Imdad al-Ahkam, 2: 42), Mufti Muhammad Shafi¢ ‘Uthmani (d. 1396/1976) (Jawahir al-Figh, 1:
427) and others.

Mufti Mahmad Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996) suggests in Fatawa Mahmudiyyah (14: 386) that
caution is in adopting the higher calculation. This is also more beneficial for the poor. An
example of this is the use of the silver Nisab for the obligation of Zakah as it is more
beneficial for the poor. Based on this, we have adopted the calculation of Mufti Rashid
Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002) which is 2.32kg of wheat to err on the side of caution.’ If,
however, a person decides to use the 1.575kg - 1.633kg range, his obligation will be fulfilled

as that appears to be the view of the majority of scholars.
(3) Retail value or wholesale/bulk value

When calculating the value of Sadaqah al-Fitr, the market retail value is to be considered
enabling the poor person to be able to purchase % $a° of wheat should he wish to do so. This
has been mentioned explicitly by Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim Lajptri (d. 1422/2001) (Fatawa
Rahimiyyah, 7: 196) and Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Qasmi (Fatawa Qasmiyyah, 11: 618). This is
obvious considering the purpose of Sadagah al-Fitr which includes providing food for the
poor, as explicitly mentioned by the Prophet 42." Thus, the wholesale or bulk price should

not be used as the basis when calculating the price of Sadagah al-Fitr.
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(4) Valuation based on the location of the donor

When calculating the value of wheat, the calculation should be based on the location of the
donor, as explicitly mentioned by Mufti ‘Aziz al-Rahman ‘Uthmani (d. 1347/1928) (Fatawa
Dar al-‘Uliim Deoband, 6: 306), Mawlana Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani (d. 1394/1974) (Imdad al-
Ahkam, 2: 40), Mufti Mahmtd Hasan Gangohi (d. 1417/1996) (Fatawa Mahmudiyyah, 14: 374;
381), Mufti Rada’ al-Haq (b. 1369-70/1950) (Fatawa Dar al-Ulim Zakariyya, 3: 234) and earlier

jurists.’
(5) Price for Sadaqah al-Fitr in Blackburn for 1438/2017

Based on what has been outlined above, the price of 2.32kg of wheat was requested from
several shops in Blackburn that are frequented by Muslims. Prices were received from
several shops and supermarkets. We have used the prices of the following two shops from

different areas of Blackburn:

Wheat  Retail Price ‘ Price for 2.32kg Average ‘
PK Foods | £2.24 per 1.75kg | £2.97 £2.82
Barkat | £2.30 per 2kg £2.67

Recommended price £3.00

Based on these two prices, an average® has been established for 2.32kg which is £2.82. 1t is
worth noting that prices fluctuate and what matters is the price of the commodities on the
day of Eid or before the day of Eid when the donation is given.” The fluctuation in prices is

generally minimal and has been factored in by rounding the average price to £3.00 by way
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of precaution. Given that many scholars stipulate between 1.575kg and 1.633kg and some

scholars round this off to 1.75kg, £2.20 will also fulfil the obligation.
(6) Fidyah for missed Salah and Sawm

The amount for Fidyah is the same as Sadaqgah al-Fitr. For each missed Salah and Sawm, £3
should be given. If there are many missed fasts and prayers and the donor is struggling to
afford this price, please contact a local scholar or charity who may be able to arrange for
the required amount of wheat or wheat flour to be purchased in a developing country such

as India at a cheaper cost and given to the poor.

It is worth noting that it is only permissible to give Fidyah if a person is unable to fast or
make up for the fast at any time in the future. Thus, if a person is able to make up for the
missed fasts in the winter or at any point subsequently, Fidyah will not relieve him from

the obligation of fasting.
(7) Calculating one Sa° of barley, dates and raisins

As mentioned above, Sadaqah al-Fitr is not restricted to % Sa‘ of wheat. The obligation can
also be fulfilled by donating one Sa‘ of barley, or dates, or raisins. There are different views
regarding how to determine the weights of one $a¢ of these products. Some scholars
suggest that the weight of % Sa“ of wheat should be doubled to determine the weight of one

Sa‘irrespective of the product.

However, the preferred view is that Sa“ is primarily a measure of volume and not a measure

of mass/weight. Therefore, the weight of the Sa° for different commodities such as dates,

raisins and barley is different. For this reason, Mufti Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d.
1422/2002) suggests that one Sa¢ of barley is 3.538kg whereas one Sa¢ of wheat is 4.498kg
(Ahsan al-Fatawa, 4: 406). He further suggests that $a¢ is a measure of volume which is 5.88
litres. Thus, according to his research, the weight of 5.88 litres of barley is 3.538kg whilst
the weight of 5.88 litres of wheat is 4.498kg. Accordingly, to calculate the weight of one $a¢
of dates or raisins, this can be done by weighing the amount of 5.88 litres of each item.
Simply doubling the weight of % Sa¢ of wheat, as suggested in Fatawa Qasmiyyah (11: 605;
612; 621), will not provide the weight of one Sa‘ of barley, dates or raisins, and this is

obvious considering that in the time of the Prophet ¢ Sa¢ was principally a measure of




volume and not a measure of mass/weight, as affirmed by scholars from different schools

of thought.®
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Based on an exercise we have undertaken with raisins and dates, our conclusion is as
follows: 5.88 litres of dates is equivalent to approximately 3.76kg dates, and 5.88 litres of
raisins is equivalent to approximately 3.52kg raisins. This is in sharp contrast with the fixed

3.14928kg weight mentioned in Fatawa Qasmiyyah (11: 621) for one $a¢ of wheat, barley,
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dates or raisins. As we have adopted 2.32kg for % Sa‘ of wheat, doubling this weight for all
the commodities would make the weight of one $a‘ 4.64kg. Overall, this would increase the
valuation. Nevertheless, if a person was to simply double the weight of % $Sa¢ of wheat for
the other commodities, his obligation will be fulfilled as in reality he will be giving more
than one $a¢, a point highlighted by many Hanafi jurists who prefer the use of Sa‘ as a
measure of weight rather than volume. Imam Ibn Qudamah (d. 620/1223) also makes

reference to this.

Based on the weights stipulated above and using $a¢ as a measure of volume, prices were
obtained from local shops for barley, dates and raisins; similar to what has been described

above for wheat. The following table outlines the average prices which have been rounded

off:

Volume Weight Sadaqah al-Fitr value

Wheat | % Sa“ (2.94 litres) | 2.32kg £3.00
Barley | 1Sa‘(5.88 litres) | 3.538kg £4.25
Dates | 15a‘(5.88 litres) | 3.76kg £13.50
Raisins | 153 (5.88 litres) | 3.52kg £20.00

As mentioned above, these prices are in accordance with the research of Mufti Rashid
Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002) which is inclusive of the other views and errs on the side
of caution. The weight for wheat and barley is also stipulated by him whereas the weight of
raisins and dates has been calculated by ourselves based on the size and volume of the Sa

(5.88 litres) suggested by him.

These additional prices for barley, dates and raisins have been mentioned because Sadagah
al-Fitr is not restricted to wheat. The Prophet <& encouraged the various commodities and
the donors did not restrict themselves to wheat.” Therefore, for those who are financially

able to donate the value of barley, dates or raisins, they are recommended to do so.

In conclusion, the minimum Sadaqah al-Fitr price for 1438/2017 for Blackburn is £3. Those

who are financially capable are encouraged to donate more.
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Note: One of the principle aims of Sadagah al-Fitr is to provide for the poor, as stated above,

so they can also rejoice on the day of Eid. It is therefore recommended that Sadaqah al-Fitr

is donated to an organisation or Masjid that will deliver to the recipient by Eid day at the

latest.

Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

24 Rajab 1438 / 21 April 2017

Approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Sahib, Mufti Muhammad Tahir Sahib and Mufti
Muhammad Salih Sahib

www.nawadir.orq



http://www.nawadir.org/

Addendum

(1) Sadaqah al-Fitr through wheat flour and its value

According to the Hanafi school of thought, the obligation of Sadaqah al-Fitr can also be
fulfilled by donating % Sa‘ of wheat flour.” This has been affirmed by Mufti Kifayatullah
Dehlawi (d. 1372/1952) (Kifayat al-Mufti, 6: 288) and Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim Lajpari (d.
1422/2001) (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 7: 199) on the condition that the flour is only made from
wheat. According to our calculation, % Sa‘ (2.94 litres) of flour is 2.1kg. However, Mulfti
Rashid Ahmad Ludyanwi (d. 1422/2002) suggests that 2.32kg should be used when donating
% Sa¢ (2.94 litres) of wheat or wheat flour (Ahsan al-Fatawa, 4: 406). Therefore, if someone

gives 2.32kg of wheat flour, this is sufficient.

However, ‘Allamah Marghinani (d. 593/1197) suggests that if the flour is cheaper than the
wheat, then it is preferable to give more wheat flour equivalent to the value of % $a¢ of
wheat." In fact, ‘Allamah Ibn al-Humam (d. 861/1457) suggests that it is necessary to do
this. He adds that this was not mentioned by Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (d. 189/805)

because flour in his era would normally be more expensive than wheat. Thus, based on our
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calculation as of 2 Ramadan 1438 / 28 May 2017, this equates to approximately 7kg of flour
because the average price of 2.32kg flour is in the region of £1. However, given what is
stated in the mutlin (principal manuals) and the Fatawa books cited above, if someone
donates 2.32kg of flour, his obligation will be fulfilled. This should be noted for those who
have a large amount of Fidyah to donate, as highlighted above.

This leads to the next question whether the value of % Sa‘ of wheat flour is sufficient.
According to Mufti ‘Abd al-Rahim Lajpari (d. 1422/2001) (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, 7: 199), it is
sufficient.” However, based on the statement of ‘Allamah Marghinani (d. 593/1197) and
particularly the statement of ‘Allamah Ibn al-Humam (d. 861/1457), it appears that the
value of % Sa° of wheat should be considered if the commodity is not being given. When
discussing valuation, the jurists generally focus on the value of wheat and not flour or
indeed the other commodities. This is also affirmed by the fact that the authentic hadiths
do not make reference to % Sa¢ of wheat flour. Thus, whilst this requires further research, it

is our recommendation to avoid the use of the value of flour."”
(2) The Shafi‘T, Maliki and Hanbali schools of thought

Adherants of the Shafi‘i, Maliki and Hanbali schools are advised to contact their local
scholars for the Sadaqgah al-Fitr rulings. However, for completion purposes, the following
table outlines the prices based on the volumetric information (1 Sa¢ equals 3 litres)

provided by the Shafi‘ scholar Shaykh Taha Karaan:

Item  Volume Weight Sadaqah al-Fitr value ‘
Wheat | 15a“ (3 litres) | 2.367kg £2.88
Barley | 1Sa“(3 litres) | 1.805kg £2.10
Dates | 1Sa‘(3 litres) | 1.918kg £6.89
Raisins | 1 Sa“ (3 litres) | 1.796kg £10.20

The following points should be noted:
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According to the Maliki, Shafi‘i and Hanbali schools of thought, it is necessary to
give one $a‘ for all the commodities including wheat.*

According to the three schools of thought, giving the recipient the value of the
commodities is not sufficient.” Thus, whilst it would be permissible to donate
money to a charity, it would be necessary on the charity to donate the stipulated
amounts of the specific commodity to the recipient.

There is also a difference of opinion among the schools regarding other food
commodities that could be given. According to the Hanbalis, the recipient must
receive dates, raisins, wheat, barley or cheese. Anything else will not suffice.'® The
Shafi?’s and Malikis are more flexible in relation to other common food
commodities."”

The weight calculations in the table are based on the methodology outlined above
and the values have not been rounded off.

The Sa¢ of the Hanafis differs from the Sa¢ of the others as outlined in hadith

commentary and figh books.

Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

3 Ramadan 1438 / 29 May 2017

Approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Sahib and Mufti Muhammad Tahir Sahib
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