Baqi‘ Graveyard Queries

Question

Has the blessed graveyard of Madinah been called Jannat al-Baqi® in the ahadith? Are there

any non-Muslims buried there? Who was the first companion to be buried there?

Answer

(1) The graveyard is referred to Baqi‘ or Baqi‘ al-Garqad (garden of lycium trees) in hadiths.
This is because the area was home to lycium trees before it was made into a graveyard. We
have not come across any hadith that refers to the graveyard as Jannat al-Baqi‘. Neither have
we come across this term in the statements of the pious predecessors or the books of hadith
and jurisprudence. Some scholars of the recent past have used this term (al-‘Arf al-Shadht, 1:
227; 2: 342; Nuzhat al-Khawatir, 8: 1260). We are not aware of the specific reason behind this

name. However, the following reasons perhaps explain the rationale:

1) Many companions of the Prophet & are buried here who shall all enter Paradise. It is
suggested that approximately ten thousand companions are buried here (Manasik
Mulla “Ali al-Qart, p. 730; Hashiyah al-Tahtawi ‘ala Maragi al-Falah, p. 750). This has also
been narrated from Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179/795) (Waf@ al-Waf@’, 3: 100; al-
Mawahib al-Ladunniyyah, 12: 262).

A hadith attributed to the Prophet & states, “On the day of Qiyamah, seventy
thousand people will be resurrected from it, with appearance similar to the full moon
at night, they will enter Paradise without any reckoning.” This hadith is weak.

Another narration states, “Hajin (the Mu‘alla graveyard in Makkah) and Baqi¢ will be
taken by its sides and disseminated in Paradise, and they are the graveyards of
Makkah and Madinah.” This is perhaps why the Mu‘alla graveyard is also referred to
by some as Jannat al-Mu‘alla. However, this narration is fabricated and has no basis as
affirmed by Mulla “Ali al-Qari (d. 1014/1605) and other experts.

The Prophet & said, as reported in a sahth (sound) hadith, “Whoever is able to die in
Madinah, he should die there, for I will intercede on behalf of anyone who dies there”

(Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 3917). The intercession of the Prophet & for believers shall provide




such people entry into Paradise, and generally those who pass away in Madinah are
buried in Baqi-.

5) The Prophet £ would regularly visit Baqi® at night and supplicate: “O Allah, forgive
the inhabitants of Baqi® al-Garqad” (Sahih Muslim, 974). This supplication of the
Prophet ¢ shall provide its inhabitants entry into Paradise in Sha> Allah.

(2) The Bagi® graveyard is the resting place for Muslims. It was selected by the Prophet & nine
months after his migration to the blessed city of Madinah and since then the graveyard has
served as the cemetery for Muslims. Historical reports affirm that the Jewish people in
Madinah had their own graveyard and the Baqi¢ graveyard was selected in the Prophetic era
for Muslims. However, it is highly probable that the hypocrites in the time of the Prophet <,
who were not Muslims, were buried in this graveyard. This affirms that passing away in the
blessed city of Madinah does not necessitate Paradise and salvation in the hereafter,

notwithstanding the virtue of Muslims passing away in the blessed city of Madinah.

(3) The scholars have two views regarding the first companion to be buried in the Baqi
graveyard: ‘Uthman ibn Mazn « (d. 2/624) or As‘ad ibn Zurarah . (d. 1/623). Based on the
dates of death, the stronger view is that As‘ad ibn Zurarah « was the first companion to be
buried in Baqgi® whilst ‘Uthman ibn Maz‘ln & was the first from among the migrants from

Makkah to be buried here.
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Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

19 Jumada al-Ula 1438 / 16 February 2017
Approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Sahib




