Hadith query: Peak of intellect after faith is compassion

Question

Is the following hadith reliable: The peak of intellect after Iman is to treat people with

compassion?

Answer
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The narration has been transmitted in Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah (25428), Musnad al-Bazzar
(7851) and many other hadith books through different chains that all have some form of a
defect. However, ‘Allamah Sakhawi (d. 902/1497) suggests that the multiple transmissions
from several companions including AbQi Hurayrah (d. 57/676-7), Anas ibn Malik (d. 93/711-2),
Jabir (d. 78/697-8), ‘Ali (d. 40/661) and Ibn ‘Abbas (d. 68/687-8) . provide strength to the
narration. It is for this reason that ‘Allamah “Ajltni (d. 1162/1748) states that ‘Allamah Garas
al-Din ibn al-Garas (d. 1057/1647-8) narrates from his teacher (referring to Hafiz Muhammad
Hijazi al-Wa‘iz, d. 1035/1625-6) that the narration is hasan ligayrih (acceptable due to
others). Other scholars however regard this narration as weak. Either way, weak narrations
are acceptable according to the majority of scholars in matters of virtue subject to certain
conditions which appear to be fulfilled. Therefore, there is no harm in using this narration to

encourage compassion, affection and kindness.

It is worth noting that different versions of the narration use different terms. Some of the
narrations use the term tawaddud and tahabbub which means to show love and affection.
Other narrations use the comprehensive term mudarat which incorporates courteous
behaviour, gentleness, kindness, friendliness and tolerance which are all interconnected

with affection, love as well as compassion and mercy.

It is also worth noting that there are many sound prophetic narrations regarding courteous
behaviour, compassion and gentleness. The Prophet 4 said, “One of you cannot be a
complete believer until he likes for his brother what he likes for himself” (Sahih al-Bukhari,
13). The Prophet & also said, “Verily, Allah likes gentleness in all matters” (Sahih al-Bukhari,
6024). The Prophet & also said, “The Compassionate One has mercy on those who are
merciful. Show mercy to those who are on the earth, He Who is in the heaven will show
mercy to you” (Sunan Abi Dawid, 4941). The Prophet 2 also said, “You see the believers in

their mutual mercy, love and kindness, resembling one body. If any part of the body is in




pain, then the whole body shares the insomnia and fever with it” (Sahih al-Bukhari, 6011). In
fact, the Prophet # once narrated the story of a person who was forgiven by Allah for

quenching the thirst of a dog (Sahih al-Bukhari, 6009).

Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

17 Dhii al-Qa‘dah 1437 / 20 August 2016
Approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmad Sahib

www.nawadir.org
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