Du‘@> when giving Zakah

Question
Is there any du‘a@ to be read by a person giving Zakah?

Answer
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The companion Abt Hurayrah (d. 57/676-7) (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the
Messenger of Allah &i5if said: “When you give Zakah, do not forget its reward, and say
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This narration of Sunan Ibn Majah is weak because of Suwayd ibn Sa‘id (d. 240/855)” and al-
Bakhtari ibn ‘Ubayd (n.d.)’ who are both controversial hadith authorities, whilst Walid ibn
Muslim al-Dimishqi (d. 195/810)" is a mudallis (someone who conceals narrators). However,
this narration has been narrated by Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571/1176)° via a different chain and the
defect within it is due to al-Bakhtari ibn ‘Ubayd.

Hafiz Dhahabi (d. 748/1348) concurs with the view of Imam Abt Hatim (d. 277/890) that al-
Bakhtari ibn ‘Ubayd is a weak hadith authority and not a repudiated hadith authority and

thereafter cites the aforementioned narration.® He writes:
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This suggests that the narration has some basis. It is perhaps for this reason that Hanbali
scholars including ‘Allamah Ibn Qudamah (d. 620/1223), ‘Allamah Ibn Muflih (d. 763/1362),
‘Allamah Mardawi (d. 885/1480) and others suggest that it is mustahab (desirable) to read this
du@ and thank Allah for granting tawfiq (divine ability).” ‘Allamah Majd ibn Taymiyah (d.
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652/1254) also shares this view.® The Shafi‘i scholar ‘Allamah Munawi (d. 1031/1622) concurs
with the position of Hafiz Dhahabi (d. 748/1348) and the Hanbali scholars and suggests that
weak narrations are acceptable in matters of virtue. He adds that it is desirable to read this

du‘@, even though the Shafi jurists have not mentioned this.’
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In conclusion, it is desirable to read the aforementioned du‘a®> when giving Zakah and to ask
Allah for acceptance. Furthermore, the recipient of Zakah or the collector of Zakah, should

supplicate for the donor and say: «! 4 ~1(May Allah reward you).

Allah knows best
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