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SAIM p

THE USE OF THE TERM MAWLANA FOR SCHOLARS

I have a few questions in relation to the use of title Mawlana, if you can please provide the

answers with appropriate evidence.

(1) Is it permissible to use the title Mawlana for scholars? Some people suggest this is
Shirk because the term Mawla should only be used for Allah.

(2) There is a hadith in Sahih Muslim that prohibits the use of the term Mawla. If the use is
permissible, how is this narration reconciled?

(3) Why is the term Mawlana only used by the people of the subcontinent?

lbers Lbery Yorle ) 4)

(1) USE OF THE TERM MAWLANA

It is undoubtedly permissible to the use the term Mawlana or Mawla when referring to or
addressing scholars. It is correct that the term Mawla has been used in the Qur’an (2: 286, 3:
150, 8: 40, 9: 51, 22: 78) and Prophetic narrations (Sahih al-Bukhdri, 3039) ' to refer to Almighty
Allah and this is its primary use. However, the term has also been used in Prophetic narrations
to refer to a friend, guardian and master as outlined below. The Qur’an (66: 4)* uses the term to
refer to a protector in the following verse: “If you cooperate against him, then indeed Allah is
his protector and Jibril and the righteous of the believers.” This affirms that the term Mawla is
from amongst the attributes of Allah that can be used for others. Other examples include al-
Ra’Gf and al-Rahim. Both are attributes of Almighty Allah and have been used to describe the
Prophet &+ in the Qurian (9: 128).° It is therefore not Shirk to use the term Mawla when

referring to scholars.
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This is further supplemented by the fact that the term Mawla has multiple meanings in the
Arabic language. Imam Bukhari (d. 256/870) mentions seven meanings of the term Mawla in
his Sahih (4580). Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449) mentions a further 14 meanings in
Fath al-Bari (8: 248). ‘Allamah Ibn al-Athir (d. 606/1209-10) mentions 16 meanings in al-Nihayah
(5: 228) whilst ‘Allamah Zabidi (d. 1205/1790) mentions 21 meanings in Taj al-‘Aris (40: 243).

These include:

1) Lord 12) Devotee 23) Owner
Ally 13) Follower 24) Patron
Assistant 14) Friend 25) Protector
Associate 15) Guardian 26) Ruler
Benefactor 16) Guest 27) Servant
Beneficiary 17) Leader 28) Son in law

Chief 18) Liberated servant 29) Teacher of the

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

8) Companion 19) Liberator Qur’an
9) Confederate 20) Master 30) Uncle
10) Cousin 21) Neighbour

11) Defender 22) Nephew

The following are some Prophetic narrations that illustrate the different uses of the term

Mawla:
(1) “If I am someone’s Mawla (friend), then ‘Ali is his Mawla (friend) too.”

(2) “You are our friend and our Mawla (freed slave or close associate)™, referring to
Zayd ibn Harithah ..

(3) “Whichever woman marries without the consent of her Mawla (guardian), her

marriage is invalid.”
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(4) “(The tribes of) Quraysh, Ansar, Juhaynah, Muzaynah, Aslam, Ashja, and Gifar are
my Mawali (plural of Mawla, supporters). They have no Mawla (protector) except

Allah and His Messenger.”’

(5) “If someone accepts Islam at the hands of another person, then he is his Mawla

(beneficiary in inheritance).” ®

(6) “You should not say, ‘Feed your Rabb (Lord)’, ‘Help your Rabb in performing
ablution’, ‘Give water to your Rabb’, but should say (instead of ‘Rabb’), ‘Sayyidi’ (my

leader), or ‘Mawlaya’ (my master)”.’

(7) “Whoever teaches a person a verse from the book of Allah, he is his Mawla (Master

or Teacher)”."
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There are many other narrations' that clearly affirm that the term Mawla can be used for

other than Almighty Allah.

The permissibility of using the term Mawla for other than Almighty Allah has been

explicitly mentioned by many scholars including:

(1) Qadi ‘lyad al-Maliki (d. 544/1149)."

(2) Imam Nawawi al-Shafi‘i (d. 676/1277)."

(3) Hafiz Wali al-Din Ahmad ibn Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi al-Shafi‘i (d. 826/1423)."

(4) <Allamah Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Ubbi al-Maliki (d. 827/1423-4)."

(5) Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafii (d. 852/1449)."

(6) Hafiz Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni al-Hanafi (d. 855/1451)."

(7) ‘Allamah Qastalani al-Shafi‘i (d. 923/1517)."

(8) Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari al-Hanafi (d. 1014/1605)."

(9) Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haq Muhaddith Dehlawi al-Hanafi (d. 1052/1642).%
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‘Allamah Zarhtini al-Magribi al-Maliki (d. 1318/1900).”

‘Allamah Mufti Muhammad Taqi ‘Uthmani al-Hanafi (b. 1362/1943 - ).”

(2) SAHIH MUSLIM HADITH QUERY

Imam Muslim (d. 261/875) narrates with a few different chains the hadith regarding the

title a servant should use to address the master. Some of these chains are outlined here.
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There are two narrators of this hadith: Hammam ibn Munabbih (d. 132/749-50) and A‘mash
(d. 148/765). Both narrate the hadith from the companion Aba Hurayrah . (d. 57/676-7)
directly or via another narrator. The narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih has been
mentioned above (hadith number 6) and it explicitly encourages a servant to use the term
Mawla. There are two narrations of A‘mash. One of the narrations discourages the use of

the word Mawla whilst the other makes no reference to the term.

According to the majority” of hadith experts, the narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih is

the most authentic. This is for the following reasons:

T i) Jo Gafll Sy ¢ all e o ly &Y ¢ Gy ) i Yy (Ve 0 A) il Sl 3 (gl Sl e sl g8 20
aaly g8l sl ol gl 0 I 3 5% Sy ¢ Bkl Jlo IS, ¢ Al 2y dbls ¢ pAllal) o) b ol

ey ) QWG Al Gom )l gl s 78 Ll il ) 2

b Y W50 b mlally Sl Abl e BV 3 s e o 4y (V£ 18) il @Médwwﬁﬁmmwdu 2
A2 e 3 asliel b I Cpas Kt ale ool ey« &

2 1 have only come across one commentator of hadith, ‘Allamah Ibn Hazm (d. 456 H.) who has given
preference to the narration of A‘mash, which prohibits the use of the term Mawla. Refer to the next footnote.
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There are two narrations from A‘mash; the narration without the mention of the
word Mawla is more authentic.

The narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih can be reconciled with one of the
narrations of A‘mash but not the other.

The narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih has been narrated by Imam Bukhari (d.
256/870) in his Sahih (2552) as cited above.

The narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih is aligned to the Qur’anic verses and

Prophetic narrations where the term Mawla has been used for other than Allah.

The scholars who have mentioned that the narration of A‘mash without the mention of
Mawla is stronger include: Qadi ‘Iyad (d. 544/1149), ‘Allamah Aba al-‘Abbas al-Qurtubi (d.
656/1258), Imam Nawawi (d. 676/1277), Hafiz Wali al-Din Ahmad ibn Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi
(d. 826/1423), ‘Allamah Ubbi (d. 827/1423-4), Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449),
Hafiz Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni (d. 855/1451), ‘Allamah Qastalani (d. 923/1517), ‘Allamah Zarhini
al-Magribi (d. 1318/1900) and ‘Allamah Mufti Muhammad Taqi ‘Uthmani (b. 1362/1943 H. -
).”* There is also the possibility that the prohibition in the narration of A‘mash is confined

to a specific context where there is a risk of a servant regarding the master as the Lord.

In conclusion, the narration of Hammam ibn Munabbih supersedes other narrations, and

explicitly permits the use of the term Mawla.
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(3) USE OF THE TERM MAWLANA AND THE SUBCONTINENT

The final question relates to the use of the term Mawlana in the Indian subcontinent. It is
worth noting that there is no harm in the people of a particular area adopting honorific
titles to describe and address scholars in so long as they do not contravene the Qur’an and
Sunnabh. In addition to this, the term Mawla has been used to describe scholars, leaders and
pious people over the centuries. This includes Arabs and non-Arabs and is not restricted to

the sub-continent. The following are some examples that illustrate this:

(1) The companion Anas ibn Malik (d. 93/711-2) 4 once described Hasan al-Basri (d.
110/728) using the title Mawlana.”

(2) The leader of the believers Hartin al-Rashid (d. 193/809) was once addressed with

the title Mawlana.”

(3) ‘Allamah Abu al-Hasan ibn al-Athir (d. 630/1233) uses the title Mawlana to describe
the leader of the time and makes reference to people using the title historically.” It
is clear from the books of history that this title was often used to address leaders in

the first few centuries of Islam.

(4) Hafiz Tbn al-Dubaythi (d. 637/1239) uses the title Mawlana several times in his
Tarikh.”

(5) Hafiz Ibn al-Salah (d. 643/1245) was described as Mawlana by the transcriber of
Tajrid al-Asma® Wa al-Kuna al-Madhkiirah Fi Kitab al-Muttafaqg Wa al-Muftaraq (2: 332).

(6) Hafiz Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi (d. 744/1343) uses the title Mawlana to describe the ruler of

his time.”
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(7) Hafiz Shams al-Din Dhahabi (d. 748/1348) quotes the use of Mawlana by another

person describing a scholar.”

(8) ‘Allamah Salah al-Din al-Safdi (d. 764/1363) uses the title Mawlana when addressing
Qadi Jalal al-Din al-Qazwini (d. 739/1338)’" and Qadi Taj al-Din al-Baranbari (d.
756/1355).%

(9) ‘Allamah Salah al-Din al-Kutbi (d. 764/1363) uses the title Mawlana to describe
‘Allamah Taqi al-Din al-Subki (d. 756/1355).”

(10) ‘Allamah T3j al-Din al-Subki (d. 771/1370) uses the title Mawlana to describe
Qadi ‘Izz al-Din Ab ‘Umar ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 767/1366).*

(11) ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Qurashi (d. 775/1373) and Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449) use the title Mawlana to describe Mawlana Baha> al-Din (d.
712/1312-3) and his father Mawlana Jalal al-Din al-Rami (d. 672/1273). Both passed

away in Konya, Turkey.”

(PV1 ) &8 o ael oMl e 3o o Bl gl sl

el D sy 3 B ey e Y Gl o o Aep 3 (YY) U 2Nl e 3 gad) ) e Ll JB 0
Gl Sl 3 el Lia Sdl 555 ¢ Loy Gull G e ade ¢ gl oy ) 8T gt ) B e ) (s ¢ (o8 YL,
YV ) dﬂ\

O188:) Sl Bl L)

ca®y W Jol e i ¢ SN Ll Uiy Sl flae ¢ 3y pae aw zes Sl (V30 1)) Slagl Gl 3 gl JB 2
(523 Y 1S B o il guiall Jawesd 08y il ¢ 2l ol pac lia U3,

28 W b ade 355 18 ol Dl o Aoy 3 (VA 5)) Sl 0l 3 oS0 ST ot ) o 5300 A3 J
)5 (FYY 1), (YAY 1)) 5 (Y1) 1)) )« ry;v\ys.\;f WY 5 ol Jlrad §55 ¢ o ¢ s ) ol Sl o) s sl
.:;,.\;{mj;@\ju}‘(vow )y (A

V4N ) L Gl o o2l ol 2y ¢l ae Gl ) 2B Aey 3 (121 :8) (5,80 Rled) clb ) 3

ATOY 1)) &l )yl (VYE:Y) 5 (VY 1)) &) jald) L) 35

~0 ~




sladl Lol llloly Lagl «Lag

(12) Hafiz Ibn Rajab (d. 795/1393) mentions in the profile of the commentator of
Sahih al-Bukhari, Imam Ibn Hubayrah al-Wazir al-Hanbali (d. 560/1165), an incident

wherein some Hanbali scholars addressed him with the title Mawlana.*

(13) Hafiz Wali al-Din Ahmad ibn Zayn al-Din al-‘Iraqi (d. 826/1423) writes that
some of his teachers would hesitate to use the title Sayyiduna. Instead, they would
use Mawlana. This is because the term Sayyid is only used to describe eminence
whereas the term Mawla is used for superiors and inferiors. Thus, the use of

Mawlaya is lighter than the use of Sayyidi.”’

(14) Hafiz Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni (d. 855/1451) uses the title Mawlana to refer to

several scholars and teachers.*

(15) ‘Allamah Mardawi al-Hanbali (d. 885/1480) uses the title Mawlana to
describe Qadi Ibn Mugli al-Hanbali (d. 828/1424).”

(16) ‘Allamah Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi (d. 902/1497) uses the title Mawlana to
describe Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852/1449). He uses this title frequently to

describe scholars.*

(17) ‘Allamah Suyuti (d. 911/1505) uses the title Mawlana to describe Mawlana
Zadah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Hanafi (d. 859/1455)."
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(18) ‘Allamah Tashkubri Zadah (d. 968/1561) has authored a book regarding the
scholars of the Ottoman Empire. He frequently refers to the scholars using the title

Mawla and Mawlana.*

(19) ‘Allamah Ibn Nujaym al-Misri (d. 969/1562) uses the title Mawlana to refer to

some of his teachers.”

(20) Mulla ¢Ali al-Qari al-Harawi al-Makki (d. 1014/1605) uses the title Mawlana to
describe ‘Allamah Ibn Hajar al-Makki (d. 974/1567) ** and other scholars.”

(21) ‘Allamah Najm al-Din al-Gazzi (d. 1061/1651) uses the title Mawlana to
describe Shaykh al-Islam Zakariyya al-Ansari (d. 926/1520) and many other

scholars.*

(22) ‘Allamah Muhibbi al-Hamawi al-Dimishqi (d. 1111/1699) uses the title

Mawlana to describe many scholars of the 11" Century.”
(23) The Mufti of al-Quds, ‘Allamah Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tafilati al-
Maghribi (d. 1191/1777) uses the title Mawlana to describe his contemporary

‘Allamah Safi al-Din al-Bukhari (d. 1200/1786).*

(24) ‘Allamah Muhammad Khalil Muradi Afindi (d. 1206/1791-2) uses the title

Mawlana to describe some scholars of the 12™ Century.”

(25) ‘Allamah Shawkani (d. 1250/1834) uses the title Mawlana to describe some of

his contemporaries.*
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(26) ‘Allamah Tbn ‘Abidin al-Shami (d. 1252/1836) authored a book regarding
Shaykh Khalid al-Dimishqi al-Nagshbandi (d. 1242/1827) and named it Sall al-Husam
al-Hindi Fi Nusrati Mawlana Khalid al-Nagshbandi.”® Similarly, he uses the title
frequently in his books.”

(27) Similarly, ‘Allamah Mahmud al-Altsi (1270/1854) authored a book al-Fayd al-
warid ‘Ala Marthiyah Mawlana Khalid.”

(28) ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Maydani al-Dimishqi (d. 1335/1916) uses the title
Mawlana to describe some scholars and personalities of the 13" Century including
Shaykh Khalid al-Dimishqi al-Nagshbandi (d. 1242/1827), Shaykh Abu Bakr al-Kurdi
al-Dimishqi (d. 1269/1852-3) and Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid, the second (d. 1336/1918).**

(29) ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani al-Maghribi (d. 1382/1962) uses the title
Mawlana to describe many scholars including Shaykh Khalid al-Dimishqi™ (d.
1242/1827) and others.*®

(30) ‘Allamah Zirikli (d. 1396/1976) uses the titles Mawla and Mawlana to
describe many scholars. In addition to this, he frequently refers to books of

different authors who have included the term Mawlana in the titles of their books.”

These are some examples that affirm the permissibility of the use of the term Mawlana and
dispel the myth that the use is confined to the Indian sub-continent. There are hundreds of
examples that can be cited. It seems as though that the use of the term Mawla for scholars

became prevalent a few centuries after Hijrah whereas the term was often used for leaders

50

(Y-2507Y 5 A00)) dlall

AYEY 1) k)5 (YAL DY) ke ol Bl dey s
(OVE:0) (VN 1) 5 (e oY) Sl sy byl 2

\

.(mz:v)q@u f\)év\,u

51

53

SYTU 5 YER 5 YEA 5 TYA 5 YN0 ATV 5 ATY 5 Vo VY VY 5 €0, o) e S o 206 3 ol & sl &
(VOAA 5100+ ,1£30 ,\T00 AV 5 YAV , Y11, V00 ,0Ve , €3¢ , €A , €0

22 e 873 W adly < (VY0 0)) puledl g sl

(V03 VET 51N 1Y) L (TVYY L TTA LYY 5 VA L AVA S AVY, Y 1)) el e Ll 56

5TE 500 1E) S(YYY 5 YAV, ITY ) 5 (Yol 5 YAL:Y) 5 FYO HFYE ,FAT, YYe VLY 578, €1:)) 23Vl 7
(VER AP iA) 5 (YOL 4 Vv e Y e V), (F20 5 0:1) , (AVY 5,10 ,18:0) ,(Y+A , A , a8

~12 ~




sladl Lol llloly Lagl «Lag

and kings in the first few centuries of Islam. It is also worth noting that the term Mawla has

been noted as one of the names of the Prophet .
(4) CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it is permissible to use the title Mawlana to address scholars. This is not
Shirk and has been used by hundreds of scholars over the centuries. The hadith of Sahih
Muslim that discourages its use is superseded by other narrations that are more authentic.
The term Mawlana is prevalent in the sub-continent; however, it has been used by Arabs

and non-Arabs throughout the Muslims world for many centuries.

Allah knows best

Yusuf Shabbir

3 Safar 1437 / 16 November 2015

Checked and approved by: Mufti Shabbir Ahmed Sahib

ADDENDUM

The following narration in Sahih al-Bukhari provides further support to the permissibility

of the use of the title Mawla:
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