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STATUS OF THE  
ṢAḤ ĪḤ MUSL IM  NARRATION

[e ḥadīth of Abū Ayyūb al-Anṣārī  (d. 52/672) has been trans-
mitted by Imam Muslim ibn al-Ḥajjāj (d. 261/875) in his Ṣaḥīḥ and 
others as outlined above. [is narration has attracted some criticism 
due to the presence of a narrator Saʿ d ibn Saʿ īd (d. 141/758–9) in 
the chain, whose trustworthiness has been questioned. It is worth 
mentioning three points by way of introduction:

First, the narrations of [awbān ibn Bujdud (d. 54/673–4) and 
Abū Hurayrah (d. 57/676–7)  do not have Saʿ d ibn Saʿ īd in the 
chain and have been transmitted through ṣaḥīḥ (sound) chains as 
outlined above. [erefore, even if one accepts for a moment that the 
narration of Abū Ayyūb al-Anṣārī  is weak, this does not mean 
all the other narrations on this subject are weak. 

Second, the narration of Abū Ayyūb al-Anṣārī  has been 
transmitted by narrators other than Saʿ d ibn Saʿ īd who are deemed 
trustworthy and reliable by consensus. [erefore, even if one accepts 
for a moment that the transmission of Saʿ d ibn Saʿ īd in Ṣaḥīḥ Mus-
lim is not authentic, this does not mean that all other transmissions 
from Abū Ayyūb al-Anṣārī  are also weak. 

[ird, the ḥadīth transmitted by Imam Muslim in his Ṣaḥīḥ is 
ṣaḥīḥ (sound) according to the majority of scholars and this is the 
preferred view.
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POSITION OF THE ḤADĪTH EXPERTS

[e following ḥadīth experts and scholars have explicitly or implicitly 
recommended the six fasts of Shawwāl:

1.�Imam Kaʿ b al-Aḥbār (d. 32/652–3).95

2.�Imam ʿĀmir ibn Sharāḥīl al-Shaʿ bī (d. 104/722–3). 96

3.�Imam Maymūn ibn Mahrān (d. 117/735–6).97

4.�Imam Maʿmar ibn Rāshid (d. 153/770).98

5.�Imam Aʿbd Allah ibn al-Mubārak (d. 181/797).99

6.�Imam Muḥammad ibn Idrīs al-Shā~ʿī (d. 204/820).100
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